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ADVERTISEMENT. 

In offering this edition of Walton's Lives to the public it 
may be observed, that it is founded upon the one which 
the late Mr. Major, vith his usual taste in embellishing, 
put forth some yeare back. 

A Memoir of Isaak Walton is now added, it being highly 
desirable that each reader should have some account of the 
man who has written, with so much earnestness of purpose, 
the five lives contained in this volnme. 

The chief object of the Memoir is to exhibit the intel- 
lectual and moral character of Walton, and those qualities 
which made him the prized friend of so many famous 

Some further explanatory notes and additional woodcuts 
and engravings have been inserted, the teit carefully 
revised, and the Index enlarged, in the present edition, 
which will, it is hoped, render the work still more inte- 
resting to all who respect the honesty of Walton and 
admire the virtues of the men whose lives he has written. 

[In the present edition the memoir and notes have been 
carefully revised, and occasionally new notes have been 
added. August, 1884.— A. H. B.] 
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" Immmlal Walton ; maj th; flune still burn, 
And dnleous pilgrims crown thy sacred uni, 
Lav'd as thou Krt, the future age shall show 
lliy cherish'd lineunents with brighter glow ! 
May the fresh homage that shall yet be paid, 
Be graMfal incense to thy gentle shade j 
Nor bonours cease, e'en when thine altar rears 
The heap's applanaes of a thousand years ! " 
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THE LIFE 



MR. IZAAK WALTON. 




[^ALTON'S Life was in many reapecta marked 
by peculiar contraats, and therefore pre- 
aenta some intereatiog questions for exa- 
mination. Most readers probably know 
that he was bom at the cloae of the reign of Elizabeth, 
and that he lived during the civil and religious contests 
which diaturbed the times of James I., Charles I., the 
Commonwealth, and Charles H. They may also be aware 
that he passed many years in London as a draper, and yet 
became the friend and associate of men filling the h^hest 
offices in Church and State. When, in addition to all thia, 
it ia remembered that Walton was highly acceptable as a 
writer to his contemporaries, and that for two hundred 
years hia works have maintained a standing in English 
literature ; the question naturally arises to what peculia- 
rities of talents or of social position must we trace auch 
results. The following Memoir is an attempt to answer 
this inquiry, by bringing into one view the principal intel- 
lectual and moral qualities which made Izaak Walton a 
farouritd with the eminent scholars, politicians, and theo- 
l(^pana of his own age ; and which yet make him a pleasant 
companion for men of the nineteenth century. We see 
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xii , THE LIFE OF 

Bome ■writerB, who, like Cowley, were the del^ht of their 
contemporariea, but neglected by after times. Far other- 
wise has it been with Walton. The witty, the thoughtful, 
and the learned of Mb own day made him their familiar 
friend ; and the many editions of his works publiahed 
within the present century, prove that " Honest Izaak " 
can still touch the fancies and reach the hearts of men. 

His long-enduring popularity is the more noted, when 
we find that Walton was not remarkable for learning, 
eloquence, or wit ; nor placed on vantage ground by wealth, 
social position, or political influence, ^e was doubtless 
the confidential and valued friend of many who posseBsed 
these advantages ; but this very fact does of itself provoke 
inquiry. When we see a quiet, city tradesman, become 
the companion of the most learned, and most renowned 
men ; we feel that some unusually favourable causes mast 
have been at work to bring about such a result. How 
wide was the circle of Walton's friends ! Sir Henry 
Wotton, the scholar and statesman ; Charles Cotton, the 
witty man of the world ; Fuller, the historian ; Hales, then 
styled the "ever memorable," though now almost foigot- 
ten ; the beneTolent ajid learned Dr. Hammond ; Donne, 
the first English satirist ; Chillingworth, the acute li^cian 
and " Propngnator invictissimus " of the English Church ; 
the Bishops Morley, King, Ward, Sanderson, Morton, and 
Ken ; and the Archbishops, Usher and Sheldon ; such were 
the intimate associates of Izaak Walton. Some of these 
were the first men of the age ; certainly the logic of Chil- 
Ungworth, described by Lord Mansfield as " a perfect model 
of ai^umentation," will never be surpassed ; and the 
chronolc^ical learning of Usher is still the guide of the 
historian. 

Now it is remarkable that Walton did not excel in any 
of the branches of knowledge cultivated by these his 
friends. They were jtohticians, scholars, poets, theologians. 
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or philosophers ; but the most enthusiastic admirera of 
" father Izaak " will not demand for him a place in either 
claBB. His divinity consisted of such " plain truths, as ' 
were necessary to be known, beheved, and practised." 
His philosophy went httle beyond a knowledge of natural 
history ; and his habits of reasoning may be estimated 
from his tracing the increase of a^es to the eating of 
meat, instead of fish, on the fast days. He had no taste 
for political warfare : '■' be one of the thankful and quiet 
party" was his advice to those who would not meekly 
submit to the mi^ovemment of Charles II, What, then, 
were the quahties which obtained for Walton the friend- 
ship of so many eminent men ? 

It is important to bear in mind that Walton was a de- 
cided Royalist and Churchman. The storm which, for a 
time, overturned the throne, and despoiled the cathedrals, 
forced into a closer communion all ranks of the vanquished 
party. The ejected Bishop took shelter in the house of 
the country gentleman ; and the silenced preacher dined 
at the table of the tradesman. The circumstances of the 
tipies gave Walton, as we shall see, many opportunities of 
making friends among the Oleigy. But his intimate ac- 
quaintance with Sir Henry Wotton and Dr. Donne began 
long before any man Enispected the approach of the civil 
war. Fellowship in suffering, and mutual assistance in 
dangers, were not, therefore, the causes of this friendship. 
As Donne was Vicar of St. Dunstan's in the West, and 
Walton's house stood near the Church, the two men would 
often be brought tt^etber. But there were many respec- 
table tradesmen then living in !Fleet Street, and discharging 
with due punctuality the various duties of Churchwardens, 
Vestrymen, and Overseers, who would never have become 
the intimate associates of the refined Dean of St, Paul's. 
It was not mere respectability of character which attracted 
the metaphysical and poetical Donne to his parishioner. 
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One pleaeing qaality Walton certainly had. wMch has a 
chaxm for men of all ranks, and wUcli is above all others 
— a maker of friendsbipB. This was a frank kindliness of 
heajl, a sort of " winning behaviour," which opened for 
him a way to the esteem of all ^nerous natures. This 
qtiality can sometinieB make even ignorance endurable, but 
surrounds intelligence with a peculiar attractiveness. This 
gives a power to the quiet humour of Walton, and imparts 
an interest to his moralizing, even when most common- 
place. This spirit shows itself even when he is giving 
directions how to bait a hook with a frog. " Use hjm as 
though you loved him," is the quaint advice. All his 
friends seem to have felt the power of this conciliating 
virtue. They addresB him with the words "dear brother," 
" good Mr. Walton," " my most worthy father ; " and these 
were evidently no mere complimentary phrases. 

Closely akin to this kindliness o£ nature was the love of, 
what he calls, " innocent, harmless mirth ; " and Ms disHke 
to " a severe sour-complexioned man." These companion- 
able qualities were made still more agreeable by his know- 
ledge of vocal music, which in his age was deemed a part 
of every gentleman's education. The following passa^ 
from a work on Music, published in 1597, shows, that if a 
man of social position could not sing, he was regarded with 
as much surprise as a Fellow of the Royal Society would 
■ be now if unable to sign his name. " Supper being ended, 
and music books, according to custom, being brought to 
table, the mistress of the house presented me with a part, 
earnestly requesting me to sing. But when, after many 
excuses, I protested unfeignedly that I could not, every 
one b^an to wonder ; yea, some whispered to others, de- 
manding how I had been brought up." This refers to a 
period a little before Walton, but the custom was not much 
changed until after the outbreak of the civil war, A 
lawyer, a physician, or a divine, is not now looked upon 
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with surpriee if lie cannot ring " a part sure, and at th« 
first eight ; " but he wotild have been regarded aa imper- 
fectly educated in the early part of the eeventeenth century. 

We find also in Walton, as might be expected, those 
elevated notions of friendship which belong only to men of 
refined and poetical minds. He uses peculiarly expressive 
terms, and employs a style almost feminine in its softness, 
when describing the close intimacies of some of the fajnoas 
worthies who lived in his time. He thns shows the 
strength of his own sympathies, while bringing before the 
reader, the troubles, the joys, and the confidences of other 
men. He speaks of a "sacred friendship;" of "this 
blessed, this spiritual amity," which existed between 
Hooker and his two pupils, Edwin Sandys and George 
Cranmer. 

In another place he delights to tell of "the b^inningof 
as spiritual a friendship as human nature is capable of, a 
friendship free from all self ends." A man with such 
notions might be despised by the herd of scoffers, who 
sneered at all high feelings ; but he would become the 
prized associate of men, whose knowledge of human life 
had taught them how rare genuine friendship is. 

Probably some of Walton's faults as a biographer, arose 
from this very depth of feeling. " Love is blind," the 
proverb teUs us ; and friendship cannot be expected to be 
very keen-eyed. AH Walton's friends are described as 
living on the very border land of perfection ; and some of 
them are made to appear angelic. Even if errors are 
noted, they are so surrounded with a halo of virtues, that 
the latter shine more brightly by the contrast. But this 
over-colouring of excellencies would rather add to his repu- 
tation amongst the eminent relatives and acquaintance of 
those he eulogized. He who praises the dead is sure to 
please many, and will be attacked by none, save the 
severely critical. 
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j To tUs kindlineBB of dispositioik, and capacity for friend- 
ship, Walton added a \agh degree of that common sense, 
I which insures respect and wine confidence, though it may 
I not procure admiration, or suffice to pla«e a man amonget 
philosophers. This is evident from the reliance which 
men of high intellectual powers had in the discretion of 
Walton. At one time the Archbishop of Canterbury ad- 
vises him to write a Life ^f Hooker ; and when Walton 
hesitates, tlie Archbishop's recommendations warm into 
entreaties. On another occasion he requests Walton to 
collect matenals for a Life of Donne. Then we find other 
learned and able men urging him, even at the close of his 
life, to complete the Memoir of Bishop Sanderson. Such 
a degree of confidence, from such men, deserves especial 
note. It may be objected, that Walton's well known pre. 
ferences for High Church and King notions, would gain 
I >iiTti the favour of those who valued a man more for his 
I politics than for his abiUty. It is, however, certain, that 
Walton never appears in the character of a violent par- 
tisan. Decided he was, but rarely bitter. The contrast is ' 
' indeed remarkable, in this respect, between him and many 
other men of his time. Hia strongest expressions are but 
gentle hints, when compared with the fierce revilings of 
> some celebrated writers. The opinions of Walton were, in 
fact, too much influenced by the kindliness of his heart to 
I have made him a fanatic or a persecutor. He lived in an 
, a^ when political animosity had arisen to its culminating 
point in England ; when the Puritan tradesmen of London 
closed their shops, and kept a solemn fast, so long as Laud 
seemed about to escape the scaffold ; when Puritan soldiers 
tore the Prayer-book from the hands of the officiating 
Minister, and told him to "pray by the Qpirit;" and 
when gentlemen were expelled the House of Commons for 
callii^ the first day of the week Sunday, instead of Sab- 
bath. It was an age when Cavaliers justified pillory, 
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torture, and cutting off ears, to punish & speaker or writer 
of the opposite party. It ia a strong proof of Walton's 
common sense, and calm iudgntent, that his strong, Mb ; 
almost reverential attachment to the Boyalist party, did 
not lead him to adopt the language of bitter contempt, so 
usual with the most eminent of his cont«mporarieB. He ' 
does, once or twice, use strong language against the 
Puritans, but soon breaks off to eulc^iEe a friend, or write 
some pithy moral sentence. We must therefore ascribe 
, the confidence so often placed in him, rather to respect for 
the simple honesty of his judgment than a reliance on the 
vehemence of his, partiaanahip. 

The good sense of Walton o3>erated in another way, to 
make him acceptable to educated men. He was able to , 
appreciate the talents of others, who were far above him in 
intellectual power. There is a common-sense which may 

I justly be called common, inasmuch as it sees nothing above 
the level of ordinary life. Those who possesB it resemble 
certain animals, which have no power of looking upwards ; 
. jr' they can comprehend whatever is placed on their own 
level, but have no sympathy with aught above tbem ; and 
are more likely to despise, than to prize men of genius. 
The mind of Walton was of a higher character. It was 
not great ; but it loved greatness. Nor was this the adu- 
lation of a servile spirit, or the unreasoning crouching of a ' 
superstitious worshipper. It was the honest sympathy of 
a man awaxe of his own weaknesses, struggling to overcome 
them, and del^hted when he sees other minds victorious in 
the great contest. Walton's respect for talent and genius 
appears in all his writings ; one man he admires for skill 
in casuistry, another for diplomatic tact ; at one time he 
expresses hia reverence for classical hterature, and at 
another intimates his admiration for Bacon. This love of 
excellence in others, and this power to appreciate it, joined 
to the frankness and honesty of hia character, would go far 
b 
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to make Him an acceptaliLe compauioii of such men as 
Wotton, DonB^ and Sanderson. 

If or did the education of Walton disqualify ^im for such 
comp^onships. The abseuoe of all literary taste is the 
great ^nlf which separates the man of trade from the man 
of knowledge. Gold cannot make a lasting bridge over 
this chasm ; money, and its many infiuencee, may some- 
times effect a temporary contact, but it cannot create 
common sympathiea between the mere man of the counter 
and the enthusiastic devotee of art, science, or literature. 
But there was no such difficulty in the case of Izaak 
Walton. His education had not made hjm a scholar, and 
it is probable that he could not have construed with ease 
a Latin sentence. But his knowledge of English literature 
was respectable ; he had read translations of the hest 
classical authors, and mastered the contents of some 
extensive works^on Natural History. He had also a taste 
for the Arts, and made a small .collection of pictures and 
engravings, which he bequeathed to his son Izaak. To all 
this information he added some acquaintance with the 
history of his own and foreign countries ; some knowledge 
of the Ei^lish poets, and no small amount of reading in 
Pivinity. A man furnished with such knowledge, and 
endowed with the social quahtiea already mentioned, would 
be a welcome companion, and might easily become a 
trusted friend. 

The meditative tone of Walton's mind imparted another 
grace to his character. It is this which gives one peculiar 
charm to his " Augler," and increases the attractiveness of 
his " Lives." If it sometimes degenerates into prosiness, 
it more frequently fascinates by its quiet, poetic, and quaint 
touches. This tendency often carries him to the frontier 
land of philosophical questions and abstract speculations ; 
but from this region he soon retires, as if frightened at his 
presumption, and betakes himself to some lowUer spot. 
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where quiet thoughts find a fitting home. His love of 
angling was in harmony with this meditative spirit. The 
rippling flow of rivew, winding through lonely and flowery 
della, the murmur of distant waterfalls, the softiy varying 
lights and shadows of the landscape, and the suhdued 
gleam of the sunheams through the deep summer foliage ; — 
all this was in exact unison with that quiet, but not dull, 
current of thought, which gires so pleasing a vitahty to 
Walton's pages. Qis own express words show the influence 
of his faTOurite amusement upon hia mind. " I have found 
it to be a real truth," says he, " that the very sitting by 
the river's side is not only the. quietest, and fittest place 
for contemplation, but will invite an angler to it." In 
another place he sings, 

" My hand alone my work can do. 
So, I can fish and etndy too." 

Such men, as Sir Henry Wotton, and Charles Cottou, were 
doubtless as much drawn to Walton by the quaint plea- 
santries of his meditative moods, as by the piscatorial skill 
he showed in capturing the most cautious and experienced 

Some sensibility to natural beauty is found in most men, 
and the feeling is often peculiarly stroi^ in those who 
rarely look upon fields, woods, or " babbhr^ brooks," 
The almost constant s^ht of smoke-discoloured walls, long 
rows of brick chimneys, and the ceaseless rush of multi- 
tudes through the streets of crowded cities, create, in such 
minds, a positive agony of longing for the solitude of the 
woodland or the loneliness of the wild sea-beach. Had 
Walton lived in London, especially iu !Pleet Street, in the 
middle of the nineteenth century, he would certainly have 
felt such a passionate craving for the breezy hill-side, or 
the banks of a quiet river. But the London in which 
Walton lived was a close neighbour to the country. He 
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had but to waJk out of liia ahop iu Fleet Street, aad turn 
up Chancery Lane, when, in a few minutes, he was amidst 
the gardens of Holborn, with the way open before him to 
the meadows, voods, and streams. 

His love of nature had in it much of the poetic ; aud 
sometimes imparts a richi thoi^h soft tinting to his de- 
scriptions. This feeling is not indeed very often expressed 
in the " Angler ; " and not more than three or four pictures 
of natural scenery are given iu that work. But these fev 
touches show so genuine a feeling, that we are sure the 
man who wrote them must have received a peculiar delight 
from beautiful landscapes. This taste, combined with his 
quaint thougbtf ulness, is one of the causes of the long-en> 
during popularity of the "Angler." The directions for 

, " catching the best chub," and how to let the bait fall so 
that he shall " infallibly " take it, or how to fish for a trout 

' so as to direct the line, " even to a foot in the right place," 
would have had little interest except for enthusiastic 
anglers. But when these rules were mingled with well- 
drawn pictures of English scenery, poetic meditations, 
quaint moralizinga, and honest simple touches of natural 
feeling, such a work became a book for all men. The few 
landscape pictures which Walton gives are all of one class ; 
soft, quiet, summer-bright scenes; harmonizing with the 
character of the writer's genius, and with the tranquil 
nature of bis favourite amusement. In one place we see 
the angler fixing a minnow on his hook and waiting for the 
visit of a trout ; but a hasty chub is caught instead. What 
follows this simple affair '^ A picture of meads bright in 
the flush of spring-tide beauty, and gay with the rich tints 
of wild flowers. The gush of sunlight, tempered here and 
there by the spreading foliage of ancient trees, while be- 
neath their shade a streamlet ripples with musical motion 
over the smooth pebbles. In another place, after a long 
description of worms and baits, we came upon a quiet 
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brook beneath the ahade of a sycamore, while the river 
, flows silently by primroBe banks. Towards the concliuioD 
; of the " Angler " are the words, " 1 will walk the meadows, 
! by some gUding atream, and there contemplate the lilies." 

■- ' This taste for natural beauty must be borne iu mind wheD 
L searching for the causes of Walton's friendahips with so 

* many men of elegant minda. Many of theae were fond of 

■f , angling, a fashionable amusement in that ^e ; and were 
V likely to be strot^ly drawn towards one, who added a feeling 

I for the beautiful to aWll in the " gentle craft." 

r The strong rel^ous tendendes of Walton must not be 

£ ' passed'over, if we would estimate him aright ; or compre- 
^ hend one of the most influential grounds of many of his 

■^ friendshipa. Some men of strong devotional feelii^ 

'. shrink from expressing their sentimenta, unless under the 

^ excitement of peculiar circumatances. This ia frequently 

the case with the most Bensitive aud highly educated 
I " ': minds. To such Walton's freedom seema out of place, and , 
L ^ his perpetual moralizing an intrusion. Honest Izaak ii 

r2 however always ready with a aermon, and very singular iu- 
1 deed are some of his texts. He takes the opportunity, 
i ,;; given by a chapter on perch-fishing, to bring in a point of 
f M morality from ajiother writer. " If there be twenty or forty 

)'.'■■■■ '2 in a hole, they may be at one standing all catched, one 
^ i • after another; they beii^, as he says, like the wicked of 
I ^ the world, not afraid, though their fellows and companiona 
r-» perish in their sight." Inanotherchapter of the "Angler" 
he gives a homily on the wickedness of licentious and pro- 
f'fi fiuie languf^, and a little further on we have our atteu- 
r; ^ tion called to the goodness of Gkid towarda birda and 
K 1 insects. In the midst of an attempt to " catch the other 
brace of trouts," we have a hymn made by " Holy Mr. 
Herbert ; " followed by an eulogium, in verse, on the Book 
of' Common Prayer. All this in a work upon anglii^, 
seems atrange to us ; but it was natural in Walton ; and 
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made his treatise tfae more acceptable to the rel^oua men ., 
of his times. This tooe of BpiritualiBm has doubtlees con- t 
tributed much, even in our own day, to the popnlarity of t 
"Walton ; especially as the honesty and fervour of the man ; 
are evident in every line. But it is principally in his ^ 
" lives " that Walton shows the devotional eamestnesB of ^ 
Ms character. The firm belief in a divine influence acting • 
upon the minds of men ; the glowing expectation of an im- ;. 

' mortal state, in vhich the spirits of the just shall see the ' 
wonders of the inner universe ; the doctrine of a special .■ 

. providence, silently guiding men and nations; the para- i 
mount' importance of charity, humility, and self-denial: f 
such are the ideas and such the feelings which Walton ', 
every where expresses. We may sometimes smile at the 
quaintness of his langu^e, but we shall never doubt the 
sincerity of his piety. It may be thought, by some, that 
much of this religious tone was but a conformity with the 
habits of his ^e ; an age which some have called hypocri- 
tical, and others fanatical. But it is certain that Walton 
was neither a fanatic nor a hypocrite; and we shall find 
that his religious character was strongly marked by the 
meditative and frank tone of his own nature. The men of 
his day were keen theolc^cal debaters, and not averse to 
benefit their opponents by a touch of moderate persecution. 
The Galvinists of Holland drove into erile the most illus- 
trious men of the States, and the prc^ess of the Arminian 
doctrines in England excited the anger and alarm of the 
Puritans. Sublapsarian battled with Supralapsarian ; 
James I. condescended to advise the Dutch government to 
bum an Arminian professor of Theology ; and Dr. Chey- 
nell, in the spirit of unflinching bigotry, cast Chilling- 
worth's noble work, " The Eeligion of Protestants," into 
the grave of its writer. In this age, when wrangling was 
the peculiar study of the most able theologians, we should 
expect to find in Walton, whose friendships lay especially 
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among divines, a very strong display of the polesiical 
spirit. But from this all his habits were utterly alien ; be 
inTariably shrinke from the sound of battle ; and thou^ 
be does sometimes express a strong opinion, seldom ven- 
tures to wield an ailment. Some may indeed attribute 
this to incapacity, and may assert that Walton would have 
been as awkward in the use of the syllogism, as in the 
management of a lance. But the r^e for cootroTersy is 
not always in propostion to the abibty of the disputant j 
the war-spirit is sometimes strong in weak minds, as the 
tendency to sting is often obaerred in the most'Contemp- 
tible insects. Those who most carefully note the character 
of Walton's mind will probably see the true cause of his 
nnpolemical spirit, in that love of quiet reflection which 
drew him to the banks of the Lea and the vale of the Dove, 
rather than to the political or religious stru^les of the 
metropolis. This aversion to debate is, in some men, the 
result of an indifEerence between contending creeds ; but 
Walton was a man of most decided conTictions. He was 
strong for Church and King ; never does he even hint that 
Charles had made a mistake, or Laud been wanting in 
wisdom. He rather takes all opportunities of insinuating 
that the Parliament was factious, and the Puritans wicked. 
This however is not done in the controversial manner, but 
rather as a woman ezpresaes her sentiments ; — strong ^I'm . 
opinions, but no argument. Now this was exactly the H^"^ 
character to please men who had taken their side and "■ " '. 
meant to keep it ; but who were wearied with the endless 
wrangling of the age, and hopeless of ever seeing the end 
of the struggle. Sir Henry Wotton showed this feeling 
when he left on his tombstone the motto, " Disputandi 
. pruritus Ecclesiarum scabies," as a warning voice to sur- 

Whatever some may think of Walton's theological ten- 
f ^^^ dencies, all must admit the Christian elevation of that 
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morality which ehines in hia works. There is no repuldve 
asceticiBia, ao contempt of the innocent amusements, and 
minor joja which contribute to the grace uid refinement 
of life. But, on the other hand, there is not the least ap> 
proach towards that libertine insolence, which marks with 
a lasting hrand the productions of the most elegant writers 
of his day. Even the plays of Beaumont and Fletcher, 
which a bishop. Dr. Earle, declared to be too pure and 
aainied to be called plays, are laden with the Tileat inde- 
cenci^. Walton was no Puritan; but he everywhere 
expresses, in his own quiet way, a strong disgust at that 
low and miserable wit, which delights in pouring its poL 
lution over the nobleet and most sacred subjects. "Most 
of his conoeits," says he, speaking of such a man, " were 
either Scripture jests or lascivious jests ; for which I count 
no man witty." 

Such was Izaak Walton ; at first a draper of Fleet 
Street, but afterwards the friend and associate of many 
who were famous then, and are remembered still. The 
above brief estimate of his character will, it is hoped, en- 
able the readers of the following condensed memoir to note, 
with a clearer insight, the successive events of Walton's ■ 
life. It may also prepare them to peruse with greater 
interest the "Lives " of the eminent men whose characters 
Walton has drawn, with that affectionate reverence with 
which he ever regarded the good and the learned. 

The period during which Walton hved is, perhaps, with- 
out a parallel in the history of England. It witnessed the 
development of that great party stru^le which, beginnii^ 
under Elizabeth, grew mightily under James ; and in the 
reign of his son brought a King, a Viceroy, and an Arch- 
bishop to the scaffold. The flame seemed trampled out. 
for a •while, amid the triumphs of the Bestoratioa ; but 
soon the smouldering ashes gave signs of a rekindling, 
and again there came a conflagration which destroyed the 
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throne of tlie Stuarts, and drove out the royal occupantB 
as wanderers otcf the earth. Walton lived during ninetf 
years of this eventful era, dying but five yean l»fore the 
" glorious Efevolution ; " and this fact alone might give to 
the life even of a quiet man a peculiar interest. The space 
allotted to this memoir will not admit of many notices of 
these critical changes ; a few remarks to indicate the state 
of the public feeling in the midst of which Walton lived 
and wrote must suffice. 

Since the beginning of the present century many facts 
relating to Walton have been discovered which were un- 
known to his earlier biographers. We are thus able to 
tra«e morfl clearly the course of his life, and the chamcter 
of his friendships. The most chronologically complete 
Life of ■ the old angler is certainly that by Sir Harris 
Nicolas, and the writer of this memoir must express his 
obligations to that work, for several facta not clearly, or 
not at all, ascertained before. 

Izaak Walton was bom at Stafford on the 9th of Ai^ust, 
1593, and was baptized in St. Mary's Church on the 2l8t 
of the following month. His father, Jervis Walton, died 
in little more than two yedrs after the birth of Izaak, and 
was btiried at Stafford. Dr. Zouch, in his Life of Walton, 
says that the mother was a niece of Archbishop Cranmer ; 
there does not seem to be any evidence for this assertion. 
IS'othing is known of her ; the truth being, as Sir Harris 
Kicolas remarked, that " not even her name has been dia- 
iovered." It is probable indeed that Dr. Zouch has mis- 
,ten the family of Walton's first wife, for that of his mother. 
No biographer has been able to collect any particulars 
,tlng to the childhood and youth, or to any part of the 
:st twenty years of Walton's life. Parochial registers 
.ve been searched, and old family papers scrutinized, but 
ill in vain.. Over this part of his life, therefore, and over 
.he nature of his earliest education and first impressions. 
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What effect was tima early produced upon hi 
those exciting events we can but conjecture. Oik 
ever, leads ub to Buppose, that the contemplative c' 
Walton had drawn him towards literature, ever 
had reached his twentieth year. A poem ent 
Love of AmoB and Iiaura," was pubtished in 1' 
Walton had suggested to its author, and to 
seems to have contributed some corrections, 
these particulars from a subsequent edition o: 
issued in 1619, with a dedication to Walton 1 
known author,' who has only g\ven us the inil 
name, S. P. These few facts are of some interest 
prove that even at so early an age Walton's s 
were received and his judgment esteemed by 
writer at the least. This work is in the Britifll 
bound up in a small volume with two other poe 
quesbionable character.' It may be found in thi 
under the word AlciUa. 

[' Tbe " anknown author " was probably Samnel Page, ^ 
ford, whose poetry is commended in Francis Meres's " Pal 
Page was bom cifrc, 1574, and died in 1630. Some bib1io° 
atcrihuted the po«m to Samuel Purcbas, the well-knoirn i 
" PilgrimBgc."] 

[' The two poems are (1) an ftnonymous collection of 
''Akilia: Phibparlh en's Loving Folly ;" (2) Mftrston'B"N 
uf Pygmalion's Image." '^e latter poem is of a most li 
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Wlien did Wa,lton first come to Zjondon, aod where was 
is first home in the metropolia F These are questioiLS to 
hich a clear answer might reasonably be expected. But 
le dates of these events cannot be ascertained with exact- 
If indeed we are disposed to adopt the popular and 
sj method of taking eyety loose tradition for proved 
we can soon make some progress. One story, which 
a«es young Walton as apprentice to a relation, Henry 
alton, who kept a haberdasher's shop in Whitechapel, 
s indeed some little evidence in its favour. Another 
"his first settlement in London" in one of the 
indred and twenty small shops built by Sir Thomas 
reaham, over the " walks" of the Exchange. As these 
lOps were but " seven feet and a half long and five wide " 
t are called upon to admire the thrifty spirit of the young 
ap>er. Now all this may he true, but all this may he f alee ; 
ere is no evidenoe for the chief part of the statement, 
desB we are willing to act upon a mere guess of Sir John 
ivrkins, whose Life of Walton was not published till 
renty-seveu years after the venerable angler's death. 
r John ratber hastily says, " We may reasonably suppose 

was one of the first inhabitants of the Burse." But 
hy ve may " reasonably suppose " any thiiig of the kind 

not hinted. Dr. Ward, who was bom a little before 
'alton'a death, alludes in his Life of Sir Thomas Gresham 

these small shops, and says Sir Thomas placed in them 
young men of small fortunes, but industrious." . Not a 
ord has he ^bout Walton. Sir John Hawkins, with this 
[iBsage before him, says that " perhaps " Walton was one 
se young men. The value of this " perhaps " may be 
:ft to the reader to estimate. 
The first decisive evidence relating to Walton's abode in 

^r; but "Alcilia" — which hu been edited euccesaiTely by Dr. 
'tigatt. Dr. Grosurt, and Profesaor Arber — a a collection of charming 
Tse, fmt ftcuD all grossness.] 
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London is fouad in a deed once in the poBsession 
Bir John Hawkins. From this document it appears thi 
Walton was, in 1624, the joint occupant of a residence " (M 
the north side of Fleet Street, in a house two doors west tt 
the end of Chancery Ziane, and abutting on a messua^ 
known by the sign of the Harrow." Thia deed describe 
Walton as a linendraper, and his fellow-tenant was Jotm 
Mason, a hosier. Both the old deed and the old houa^ 
have perished ; the former was burned in 1770, and tBk 
latter appears to have been pulled down in 1790, at the 
same time with the richly decorated mtmsion called the 
Harrow. Sir John Hawkins, describing its state in hii 
time, calls it " the old timber house at the south-west comto 
of Chancery Lane," Many an old edifice, adorned with 
richly carved timber work, and inhabited by men of hi^ 
lank, formerly stood in Fleet Street. The Harrow was one 
of these, and it seems to have been here that the students 
of the Temple contrived, for the entertainment of Quean 
Elizabeth, one of those quaint spectacles for which the Inns 
of Court were then famous. Several figures of angels were 
made to descend from the top of this house, and preseBt 
the Queen with a crown of laurel and gold, as she passofi 
down Fleet Street, on her celebrated visit in January, 1571, 
' to Sir Thomas Gresham and the Exchange. In an eft- 
graving from an original drawing taken on the spot in 
1794, this house is shown; the more humble abode eC 
Walton is seen adjoining, apparently with a. modem front, 
and retiring a Httle back, b.b if awed by the greatness of iti 
lofty neighbour. ; 

We are ignorant of the causes which led Walton to take 
up his abode in this neighbourhood. Ite vicinity to the 
Temple and to Lincoln's Inn, no doubt, made it a good 
trading locality in those times, when so many of the nobilitV' 
and the members of the Bar resided close to the spot. 
But whatever may have been the motives for fixing his 
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home in this paxt of London, the influence upon his 
character and fame'was most important. He was c«rtainly 
liring in Fleet Street in 1624 ; in the preTioua year Dr. 
Donne had become the Vicar of the Pariah, St. Dnnetan's 
in the West. Walton was then in his thirty-first year, and 
Donne twenty years older, but the two men quickly became 
acquainted ; the religious fervour, frankness, and simplicity 
of the younger were soon understood and prized by the 
man who had been the companion of scholars, courtiers, 
divines, and lawyers. It is difficult to say which is under 
the heavier obligations to the other. Perhaps the Satires 
and the Semons of Donne m^ht have kept his name alive 
amongst a small company of hterary men; but Walton 
has made Donne familiar to the majority of English church- 
men. But probably Walton would never have written 
either the " Lives " or the " Angler " had he remained un- 
known to the Vicar of St. Dunstan's. It was Donne who 
made his parishioner acquainted with such men as- Sir 
Henry Wotton and Hales of Eton. These were soon de- 
Hghted with the simple manliness and intelligence of 
Walton, and introduced him to their numerous friends. 

The next decisive event in the life of Walton was his 
marriage with Bachel Floud, a great- grandniece of Arch- 
bishop Cranmer. The marriage was celebrated at St. Mil- 
dred's Church, Canterbury, on December the 27th. 1626. 
This union had a considerable influence on Walton's fame. 
The relations of his wife bore the honoured name of 
Cranmer ; her uncle bad been a pupil of the famous Hooker, 
and through this channel Walton gained much of that in- 
formation which he afterwards used in his life of that 
divine. 

Walton continued to reside in the house in Fleet Street, 
or in one a few doors up Chancery Lane, until the year 
1644, when the civil war was entering upon its second and 
more decisive course. The unflinching opposition of the 
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City of London to the King, and the increasing eiaapera* 
tion of men's minds, may have made a longer residence in 
the metropolis unsafe for Walton. Under the date of the 

J 20th of August, 1644, the parish book of St. Dunstan's has 
an entry relating to the selecting of a vestryman, who is 
stated to be elected " in room of Izaak Walton lately de- 
parted out of this parish." Before this Walton's heart 
had been grieved by the news which had thrown London 
into all the exultations of triumph. The battle of Marston 
Moor, fought within sight of York in the preceding month, 
had given a blow to the royal cause which induced many 
a disheartened friend of the King to leave London, where 
the Parliament was wholly dominant. 

The events of Walton's life, during his twenty years' 
residence in St, Ihinetan's, were marked by many a sorrow. 
In 1631 his firm and influential friend. Dr. Donne, died ; 
the next year was marked by the birth and speedy death 
of his sou Henry, and in 1634 another son, named after 
the former, died at the age of nine months. At the close 
of 1639 his intimate companion. Sir Henry Wotton, closed 
his life ; and in the following year Walton lost Ms wife 
Bachel, who was buried in St. Dunstan's on the 25th of 
August. Even again death came to the home of Walton ; 
his infant daughter Anne died in less than two years after 
her mother, and his house was now desolate. It was during 
this period, and in the very year of bis heaviest calamity, 
that he published his first literary work, the Life of Donne. 
He had previously collected information for such a work at 
the request of Sir Henry Wotton, who had intended to 
write the memoir himself. The death of Wotton compelled 
Walton to undertake the task. Hales of Eton, the " ever 

I memorable," is reported to have said of this work, " He had 
not seen a Life written with more advantage to the subject, 

I or more reputation to the writer, than that of Dr. Donne." 

* The laudatory tone of the memoir was indeed sufficient to 
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win the approbation of those who wished to see the virtuea 
separated from the defects of their deceased friend. The 
work introduced Walton to the respectful regards of many 
eminent men to whom he had hitherto been a stranger. 
This part of his life certainly closed in gloom, but it was 
also fiam this time that his influence made itself felt. 

How he was affected by the deaths of children and wife 
we know not ; on this he no where, speaks in direct lan- 
gu^e, but his frequent references to the goodness and 
mercy of Qod leare us in no doubt as to the spirit in which 
he met these visitations. Although it is evident that 
Walton left his house in St. Dunstan's in the year 1644, it 
is not certain that he departed from Loudon. Wood in- 
deed says that he retired to the place of hia birth, StafEord ; 
and as Wood waa for many years a contemporary of Walton, 
this may have been the fact. But ^e find Walton in Lon- 
don at the b^(imiing of 1645, when Archbishop Laud was 
executed. It also appears, from the Life of Bishop Sander- 
sou, that Walton must hare been in London in 1647 ; and 
in the beginning of 1650 we find him residing in Clerken- 
well. It is therefore clear that he remained in London 
during the most critical period of the great contest, or that 
his stay in the country must have been short. 

The six years which elapsed between Walton's departure 
from St. Dunstan's to his taking up his home in Clerken- 
well were of momentous import to the nation, and noi 
without a marked influence on his own future position. 
The execution of Laud after the excitement of a 
months' trial ; the abolition of the Litui^ ; the ruin of 
the royal cause on that memorable Bummer's day a( 
Naseby, when the coolness of Cromwell snatched the laure] 
from the impetuous Rupert ; the humiliations of the King 
among the Scotch covenanting preachers, and his death 
upon a scaffold, in the midst of his own capital ; such 
were the events which must have filled, with inexpressible 
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Borrow, the heart of Walton. Hia quiet and retiring 
character preserved him, hovever, from the confacatioiis 
and compoundings vhich fell on many a royalist family, 
and there can be little doubt that his aid was freely given 
to many a sufEerer of his party. 

It was in the midst of these troubles that Walton found 
time and opportunity to court and win his second wife. 
This was Anne Ken, daughter of Mr. Thomas Ken, an 
attorney, and also closely related to Bishop 'Ken, being 
apparently half-sister to that prslate. _ Walton appears to 
have married this lady about the year 1646, when she 
must have been in her thirty- sixth, and he in his fifty-third 
year. This union was attended with much happiness ; the 
intelligence and religious earnestness of Walton being in 
exa«t harmony jrith the Christian temper and good under- 
standing of hia wife. ''There is abundant evidence to show 
that Walton fully appreciated the influence of educated 
and pure-minded women. When speaking of the love 
which existed between Herbert and his wife, be says, " it 
was only improvable in heaven;" and this language 
sprang, in all probability, from feehngs to which he him- 
self was no stranger. In 1643 his daughter Anne was 
born, and in 1650 hie son Izaalc, who died the same year. 
On the ?th of September, 1651, four days after the battle 
of Worcester, CromweU'e "very glorious mercy," another 
son, named Izaak, was bom. It is somewhat remarkable 
that both Walton's marru^s connected him with bishops 
of the English Church. This circumstance may have ha.d 
considerable influence in turning his mind towards ccclesi* 
astical bi<^p;apby, and it led to that intimate connexion 
which existed between bim and so many eminent divines. 
In 1651 Walton published his second Work, the Life of 
j Sir Henry Wotton, which he prefixed to the Eeliquue Wot- 
I toniance. The great admiration in which Walton held 
Wotton might alone have made him desirous of celebrating 
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the Tirtaee and taleata of that stategman, and the urgent 
request of Sir Edward Byeehe, Clarencieux Eing of ArmB, 
was a further mducemeut to the nndertakiiig. Thia year, 
1651, wa,8 as fortuuate for Walton as it was disastrous to 
hie royalist friends. At the birth of the son above 
mentioned, on the 7th of September, Walton was probably 
absent from his home, and engaged in a work of no little 
hazard, which however procured him much praise and no 
harm. At the battle of Worcester^ fought on the third of 
that month, the royal ba^^e was captured, with the 
State insignia. The small Gleorge was however rescued by 
Colonel Blague, who handed it to a Mr. Barlov. Thia 
gentleman delivered it to the keeping of Mr. Mllward, 
then in Stafford, who entrusted the treasure to Walton. 
Whether the peaoe-loving Izaak was in the neighbourhood 
of Worcester on the day of the battle is not known ; the 
probability is that he was not, but had waited at Stafford 
to learn the earliest tidings. Wien the dreaded news of 
the defeat came, he was immediately singled out by hia 
royalist friends, to carry the George to a place of safety. 
To deliver it to Charles was impossible; he was then 
hidden in the woods of Boscobel. Walton therefore 
carried hia chaise to London, where he found means to get 
an interview with Colonel Blague, then a prisoner in the 
Tower. Into his hands Walton delivered the George, and 
aa Blague soon afterwards escaped from his prison, and 
reached the Continent, the jewel came safely to the hands 
of the King. When the risk which Walton had undergone 
became known, every Cavalier in England looked upon him 
aa one who had done good service for the " honest cause." 
The incident is important only as it shows the confidence 
placed in Walton by the royalists. 

In the year 1653 Walton published his "Complete 
Angler, or Contemplative Man's Becreation ; " the work by 
which he is now most generally known. The engraving of 
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the original frontispiece shows the taste of the age ; tht 
following passage from St. John's Qospel being printed 
under the vignette, " Simon Peter said, I go a fishing, and 
they said. We also wiU go vnth thee." The book soon became 
most popular, especiallj among the royahsts ; fur there are 
passages which would have tried the temper of the most 
enthusiastic Puritan angler. It passed through five 
editions ' in the lifetime of the author, and is; beyond aJl 
doubt, the work whicK gives a reader the most complete 
■ idea of Walton, His pleasajitneHs and his seriouBness ; his 
love of angling and bis taate for theology ; hia philosophy 
and Ms politics, are mingled in a most amusing manner, 
with directions for fixing a worm or landing a trout. 
Walton's book so fascinated Washington Irving that he 
resolved to become an angler. During the winter he 
studied all the modes by which fish conld be beguiled, and 
in spring b^an his practice " in a mountain brook among 
the highlands o£ the Hudson." The result was a failure. 
*' I hooked myself instead of the fish," he says, " tangled 
my line in every tree, lost my bait and broke my rod, until 
I gave up the attempt in despair, and passed the day under 
the trees reading old Izaak ; satisfied that it was his vein 
of honest simplicity and rural feeling that had bewitched 
me." Even ladies have been tempted by the book to try 
the delights of anghng. Mrs. S. C. Hall was one of these 
disciples of Walton. She says, "With a rod and line a 
lady enjoys the freshness of the open air, and the moat 
delicious scenery. She makes acquaintance with the 
beauty and delicacy of the endless tribe of river plants 
and insects which add so much to the variety and iaterest 
of her ramble." With conversation such as we meet with 
in the " Angler," Walton doubtless amused his friends 

[' Menra. Sfttohell and Westwood in thur " BibliothecK Piscatoria" 
enumerate eigktj-Mren "dated, redated, and undated editions and 
reprinls. with diiumilar imprints" ranging from 1653 to ISSi.] 
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whilst ai^ling on the banks of the Lea, the Th&mes, 
or the Dove. We may eaedly imagine the charm which 
this ea^ and pleasant diacourse would give to the sum- 
mer hours passed by romantic streams and in lonely 



To some it may appear strai^e that a work of instruc- 
tions for a mere amusement should be published in a time 
of such pohtical commotion. The Enghsh and Dutch 
fleets were then desperately contending for the dominion 
of the sea ; the Long Farliament were, in the April of this 
very year, turned out of their House by Cromwell, who / 
significantly toM them, "The Lord has done with you." 
Men were fiercely debating whether England should be 
governed by a Council formed on the model of the Jewish 
Sanhedrim, or by a Board whose members should equal 
the number of the Apostles. Barebone's Farliament was 
exciting the derision of the mockers, and the ind^nation 
of the patriotJc ; the rule of the sword and the pike seemed 
at hand, and Cromwell was made Protector with coronation 
ceremonies. 

Such was the time in which Walton sent out his quiet 
Httle book, and this very confusion of public afEairs pro- 
bably contributed to its popularity. The whole govern- 
ment of the country was then in the hands of one party. 
A royalist had a very small chajice indeed of being able to 
engage in the affairs of the nation. The Magistrates' bench, 
.the Court of Quarter Sessions, and all the pubhc depart- 
ments, were filled with his opponents. The country gentle- 
men of the Eing'a party had but three resources : idleness, 
sports, or pohtical plotting. The last was a dangerous -i 
game : Cromwell's eyes were quick and his arms long ; the 
first is hateful to most Ehiglishmen ; to the sport« of the 
field, then, they naturally turned. Hunting was almost 
out of the question ; so many families had been ruined, so 
many estates forfeited, and such bitter jealousies stirred up 
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in every dlBtrict, that a less expensive and more exclusive 
amusement became requisite. A ngUng fell in with this 
state of things. A brokeu fortune could support it, and 
the angler was able to select his associates. To this class 
Walton's book was exactly fitted. It was written by one 
of their own party, and spoke sentiments grateful to their 
hearts. The popularity of such a book was certain : appeal- 
ing as it did to the love of amusement and to similar 
poHtical and rehgioua opinions. 

For the next nine years we meet with few traces of 
Walton. He appears to have divided his time between 
London and the country; visiting bis friends, many of 
whom were now suffering severely. In 1655 he must have 
been in London ; for in his Life of Bishop Sanderson he 
describes his accidental meetii^ with that friend in Little 
Britain. The reatoration of the KoyaJ Family, and the 
elevation of his numerous friends to power, filled the heart 
of Walton with gladness. But over his own home a dark 
cloud soon spread ; his second wife died in April, 1662, 
sixteen years after her marriage. A monumental slab of 
white marble, bearing her epitaph, was fixed in the wall of 
the Lady Chapel in Worcester Cathedral. She was buried 
in this Chapel, and the epitaph, written by Walton, de- 
scribes her as being " A woman of remarkable prudence, 
and primitive piety, her great and general knowledge being 
adorned with such true humility, and blest with so much 
Christian meekness, as made her worthy of a more memo- 
rable monument." 

Walton waa now in his seventieth year, and it is not a 
little remarkable that three of his Lives were published 
after this time. In 1665 he brought out his Life of 
Hooker, having, as he says, been " quiet twenty years." 
It was owing to the advice of Archbishop Sheldon that 
Walton composed this work, from which we get a fair 
notion of the " judicious Hooker," and some interesting 
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partJculaxB of hie tdmes. The honeBt-liearted biographer 
does not indeed auffidently comprehend the noble modera- 
tion, the lai^ views, and the ar^umentatiTe power of this 
famous divine. This was not to be expected from Walton. 
We must read the " Ecdeaiaatical Polity " itself folly to 
appreciate these endowments of that clear reasoner. This 
Life was written while Walton was residing with Dr. 
Morley, Bishop of Winchester, to whom it was dedicated. 
With this learned eccleEdastic Walton had then enjoyed 
"the advantage of forty years' friendship," so that the 
aoquaintance must have begun long before Walton gave 
np his business. This fact shows how attractive the 
character of Walton must have been to such men as I>r. 
Morley. We see a strong proof of this in the fact stated 
by Br. Zouch, that " Walton and his dai^hter had apart- 
ments constantly reserved for them in the houses of Dr. 
Morley, the Bishop of Winchester, and of Dr. Ward, 
Bishop of Salisbury." 

In 1670 Walton gave his "Life of Geoi^ Herbert" to 
the world, which he tells ns he wrote to please himself and 
benefit posterity. The spiritual tone and fervour of Her- 
bert evidently won the admiration of Walton ; the writu^ 
of this life was therefore to him a labour of love. The 
reader will see in the observations on Gidding Hall, an in- 
stance of an attempt to introduce the principle of the 
monastic system into the English Church. 

In 1673, when Walton had reached his eightieth year, 
lie was busily occupied in^ collecting information for a life 
of his deceased friend, John Hales of Eton, whose attrac- 
tive conversation, religious spirit, unwearied pursuit of 
knowledge, and sufferings during the Civil War, procured 
for him the appellation of the " ever memorable." Walton 
made numerous inquiries at Windsor, where Hales had 
been a. Canon, and at Eton, where he died. Walton him- 
self did not intend to write a life of Hales ; but collected 
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the information for Mr. Fullmaii, who had been secretary 
to the kind-hearted and learned Dr. Hammond. 

It may here be remarked that Walton spent much time 
durijig this part of his life at hie friend Charles Cotton's 
seat, amidst the romantic beauties of Bovedale. This 
friendehip was dngular in its charaeter. Cotton was 
thirty-seven years yonnger than Walton, he had been 
educated at Cambridge, was somewhat of a poet, a little 
of a philosopher, with a strong tendency to literature, and 
by no means unwillii^ to join in the pleasures of a man of 
the world. After his introduction to Walton he became so 
attached to the old man, that he inBisted upon always 
addressing him as " father," receiTiug in return the name 
of " son." His seat, Beresford Hall, near the river Dove, 
was well situated for that sport in which both he and 
Walton delighted ; and Cotton built a small fishing-house 
on the banks of the stream, where provisions and angling 
implementa were stored up. This buildiog was standing, 
though much dilapidated, a few years ago, and the memory 
of Walton was honoured by the opening of an inn in Dove- 
dale called the Izaak Walton Hotel. Cotton, in one of his 
poems, calls the Dove " the prinoess of rivers," and a deep 
part, called " the pike pool," ' was the favourite resort of 
the two friends ; where, amidst this rich scenery, Walton 
passed many a day after he had reached his eightieth 
year. 

When at the age of eighty-five Walton pubhshed " The 
life of Bishop Sanderson," with whom he had enjoyed a 
most profitable friendship of more than twenty years' dura- 
tion. Two years after, in 1680, he printed a small pam- 
phlet entitled "Love and Truth, in two modest and 
peaceable letters concerning the distempers of the present 
times ; written from a quiet and comfortable citizen of 
' So named Irom the Tike or Peak, a lofty rock Haing fWnn the cantre 
of the pool. 
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London, to two busy and factions shopkeepers in Coven- 
try." The peace-loving Walton enjoying a " quiet and 
comfortable " old o%e, did not perhaps see the precipice to 
which the follies of Charles II. were hurrying th^ house of 
Stuart. Bepose he loved, and nothing seemed to warrant 
the feeling of alarm then spreading among all daaseB. One 
main object of Walton in writing this pamphlet, was to re- 
concile the Nonconformists to the principles and practice 
of the Church of England. But what the powerftd reason- 
ing and learning of Hooker had failed to accomplish, was ' 
not likely to he brought about by even the well-meant 
advice of the old angler. 

His last literary work was given to the world in the last 
year of his life. Few indeed are the writers who set the 
press to work at the age of ninety ; hut such was the privi- 
lege of IzaaJc Walton. This performance consisted only 
of a preface ' to a pastoral poem entitled " Thealma and 
Clearchus," which had been written long before by John 
Chalkhill, a distant relation of Walton's second wife. This 
John Chalkhill proved a stumbling-block to I>r. Zouch, who 
boldly asserted that the said Chalkhill was " a verbal phan- 
tom, a shadow of a shade ; " and that the poem was in 
reality written by Walton himself. It was a little too bad, 

[' It ia choracteriBtic of WalCon'a kuidlj oatnre that he was a frequenC 
contributor of compliment ary Addrewea, in verae and prose, to works 
written bj his friends. In 1G38 he prefixBd a copy of verses to Lewis 
Bobcrts' " Merchants Mappe of Commerce." To Francis Qnarles' 
"Shepheards Uracles," 1646, he contributed a prose "Address lo the 
Reader." Among the poetical tributes to the memorj of William Cart- 
wright, prefixed to the collection of Us plajs and poems, are some verses 
by Walton. Sir John Skeffinglon's " Heroe of Lorenio," 16S2, ooataina 
a preface by Walton, who in the same year prefixed a copy of compli- 
mentary verses to Edward Sparke's " Scintilla Altaria," In 1661 
Walton contributed a charming pre&tory ecktgoe to Alexander Brome's 
" Songs and other Poems," and some complimenary Tenee to the fourth 
edition of Harre/a " Synagogue."] 
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in a biographer especially, to make honest old Izaak guilty 
of an impositioa upon the public in the last year of hie 
life. The Chalkhilla seem to have been no " phantoms," 
but beings of flesh and blood. The father of Walton's 
second wife appears to have married a lady of that very 
family, and a John Chalklull was buried in Winchester 
Oathedral in 1679, and Sir Harris Nicholas seems to re- 
gard this very John Chalkbill as the author of the poem. 
This is not at all unlikely ; ' but we must certainly take 
Walton's positive statement, rather than the mere gness of 
his biographer. 

In the August of 1683 Walton felt his days were draw- 
ing to a close, and on his birthday began to make his will, 
which waa not finished till October. No feebleness of mind 
caused this long delay ; but the bodily weakneaa which a 
ninetieth year must bring was doubtless felt at last. He 
showed his r^^d for the town in which his earhest days, 
were passed, by directing that a farm near Stafford should 
go to the town, if his son Izaak, to whom he had devised 
it, should not marry before he " shall be of the age of 
forty and one years, or being married shall die before the 
said age, and leave no son to inherit the said farm, or if his 
son or sons shall not live to attain the ^e of twenty and 
one years." Part of the income of the estate was then to 
be used for apprenticing two boys yearly ; a part was to 
be given to " some maid-servant that had attained the age 
of twenty and one years, not less, and hath dwelt long in 
one service, or to some honest poor man's daughter, that 
hath attained to that a^^ to be paid her at or on the day 
of her marria^." Another part was to buy " coals for 

[' Thaanthorof "Thealms and CleaTchus''ia stated on the title-page 
of the poem to have been " an acqiiainl«nt and friend " of Spenser. The 
John ChsDdiiU buried in 1679 can hatdlj have been the friend of 
Bpenser, who died in 159B. Some raraas by a John Chalkhill are quoted 
in the " Compleat Angler."] 
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Bome poor people that shall most need them in the said 
town." His son Izaok did not many ; the farm came 
therefore to the town, being then worth about £21 a year, 
but its value had increased to ~£80 a year in 1827. The 
beginning of his will was in these words : " In the name of 
God, Amen. I, Izaak Walton, the elder, of Winchester, 
being in this present day in the ninetieth year of my ^e, 
and in perfect memory, for which praised be God; but 
considering how suddenly I may be deprived of both, do 
therefore make thia my last will." ■ Then follows a declara- 
tion of his religious belief, before any bequest is made. He 
gave, in his will, rings to thirty-seven friends, with appro- 
priate mottos, and directed " that the price or value of all 
the said rings shall be thirteen shillings and four pence a 
piece." His bequests of books are singular. " I give to 
Br. Hawkins I>r. Donue'a Sermons, which I have heard 

• preached and read with much content. To 
my son Izaak I give Dr. Sibbs his SouVs 
Gonfiict, and'to my daughter his Bruited 
Beed." ' The Seal affixed to the will was 
that which J>onne gave to Walton, having 
on it the figure of the Saviour extended, 
crucifix-like, upon an anchor. 
Walton died on the 15th of December, 1683, in Win- 
chester, at the house of his son-in-law. Dr. Hawkins, and 
was buried in Prior Silksteed's Chapel in the Cathedral, 
where a black marble slab covers the grave of the contem- 
plative and peace-loving Izaak Walton. The following in- 
scription, more remarkable for its simple religious feeling 

[' A cop7 of SibW " SetnmiTig Backslider," 1650, preserved in the 
Cathedral Librmrj at Ssliabnry, contains the fbltoiring couplet ia 
WslCon'g handwriling: — 



D.3l.za..y Google 



lUi TS£ LIFE OF 

than for its poetical merits, was inscribed upoa the grave- 
stone: 

SEBE KESTETH THE BODY OF 

Mt- S^aafe WialUm, 

WHO DTED THE FITTEENTH OF DECEHBEE, 1683. 
Aliu ! he's gone before. 

Our panting breasts aspire 

After their aged sire. 
Whose well-apent life did last 
Pull ninety jears and past ; 

Bat now he hath begun 
That which wiU ne'er be done, 

Crown'd with eternal blisa. 

We wish our sotUs with his. 

V0TI8 HODEBTIS BIC FLEBDHT LIBBBI.. 

Walton left but two children, a son and a daughter. 
The Bon became Bector of Folsbot, near Devizes, and a 
Canon in Saliabuij Cathedral, where he sheltered his re- 
lative, BiBho|) Ken, after bis deprivation for refusing to 
take the oaths of allegiance to William m. He went to 
London as Proctor for the Chapter of Salisbury in 1719, 
but died of the small-pos in the December of that year, 
and was buried in Sahsbury Cathedral. The daughter 
Anne was married to Dr. Hawkins, a prebendary of Win- 
Chester ; she died in 1715, leaving two children, a son and 
a dai^hter. The latter died unmarried ; the former became 
a barrister of the Middle Temple, and married a daughter 
of John Merewether, M.I>. The descendants from this 
marriage are now the representatives, in a remote degree, 
of Izaak Walton. 

Memorials.of him or of his family are found in three of 
onr cathedrals. In the Lady Chapel at Worcester his 
second wife is buried ; he lies in Winchester ; and his son. 
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with others of his descendajitB, rests in Saliebur; Cathe- 
dral. The whole life of Walton showed his lore for the 
Church of England, and it is therefore fitting that her 
noblest structures should preserye his name. 

The subjoined fac-simile of his handwriting, from an 
original note, contained in a presentation copy of his Lives, 
may be acceptahle to the reader. 



'jgrt^ <t*** **^ "^ V**^ 



For Jy C. BawmoDDt 

pray S", Accept iJlia pore praaant, by the as means he 
brings it fiwn 

Y' aflbc. serrant, 

Izaab Walton. 



D.3l.za..y Google 



.y Google 



WALTON'S LIVES. 



T^tie were htmcunMt mm in Iheir geHeratiotu, — Scclut. xUt. 7. 
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There are no coluure ia tbe fairest sky, 

So fair rb these i the feather whence the pen 

Was shaped, th«t traced the lives of these good men, 

Dropt from an angel's wing : with moislened eye, 

We read of faith, and purest charitj, 

la stftlesmHD, priest, and humble citium. 

Oh : conld we copj their mild virtues, then 

What jo; to live, what bleesednese to die '. 

Methinks their very names shine atill and hright, 

Apart, like glow-worms on a sammer night ; 

Or lonel J tapers when from far thej Sing 

A guiding ray ; or seen, like stars on high, 

Satellites burning in a lucid ring, 

At«nDd meek Walton's heavenly memory ! 

WOBDSWOBTU. 
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TO THE 
BIOHT HOHOUB^BLE AND BETEBEKD FATHEB IN 

GEORGE, 

LOBD BISHOP OF WUfCHESTEE, 



AND PRELATE OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER 
OF THE GARTER.' 

MY LOBB. 

I did some yearg past, present you with a plain relation of 
the Life of Mr. Michtvrd Hooker, that hv/mhle man, to whose 
memory, Princes and the mogt learned of this nation, have 
paid a reverence at the mention of kit name. AiiA wow, with 
Mr. Sooker'a, I present you also, the Life of that pattern of 

' Dr, Qeorge Morley, distingniihed by his unihaken lojidtj and 
etUcbnient to Charles L wm, u ihe Restoration, first made D«an of 
ChriBt-chuTch, and then Bishop of Worcester. la 166S he wae trens- 
lated to the see of Winchester. Though nominated one of the Assembly 
of Dirinea, he nerer did them the honour, nor Umwlf the ii^nry, to sit 
among them. Dmring his absence from his natiTe country, he endeared 
himself to sereral learned fm^igners, particularly to Andrew Kivettus, 
HeinsioB, Salmasius, and Bocbart. He constantly attended the young 
exiled King; bnt not being permitted to follow him into Scotland, he 
retired to Antwerp, where for about three or four years he read the 
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primitive piety, Mr. George Serbert ; and -wUk hie the Life 
"of Dr. Donne, and your friend Sir Henry Wotton. all re- 
printed. The two first were written under your roof: for 
which reason, if they were worth it, yov, might justly challenge 
a Dedication. And indeed, eo you might of Dr. Donne'$, amd 
Sir Henry Wotton's : because, if Iliad been fit for this tmder- 
taking, it would not have been hy acquired learning or study, 
but by the advantage of forty years' friendship, and thereby, 
wiih hearing and diseowrsing with your Lordship, that hatk 
enabled me to make the relation of these Lives passable — if 
they prove so — in an eloquent and captious age. 

And indeed, my Lord, though these relations be well-meant 
sacrifices to the memory of these worthy mew ; yet I have so 
little confidence in my performance, that I beg pardon for 
superscribing your name to them. : and desire aU that know 
yowr Lordship, to apprehend this not as a Dedication, — at 
least by which you receive any addition of honour; — hut 
rather as an hmnhh, and more pvblick achnowledgmetU, of 
your long-continued, and your now daily favours to 

My Lord, 

Your most affeciiontUe, 

and most humble servant, 

IZAAK WALTON. 

serrice of th« Church of Gnglaad twice every daj, catechized ODce a 
week, and adminUteied the comm union once a month to all the Gnglidt 
in the town who could come to it ; regular); and strictly obserring all 
the parochial duties of a clergyman, aa be did afterwards at Breda for 
four yean together. He died in 1664. 
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Thodsh the Beveial Introductdons to these several Lives 
have partlj declared the reasons how, and why I under- 
took them, yet since they are come to be reviewed, and 
augmented, and reprinted, and the four are now become - 
one booli,' I desire leave to inform you that shall become 
my Beader, that when I sometimes look back upon my 
education and mean abilities, it is not without some little 
■wonder at myself, that I am come to be publicly in print. 
' And thoi^h I have in those introductions declared some 
of the accidental reasons that occasioned me to be so, yet let 
me add this to what is there said, that by my undertaking 
to collect some notes for Sir Henry Wotton's writing the Life 
of Dr. Donne, and by Sir Henry Wotton's dying before he 
performed it, I became like those men that enter easily 
into a lawsuit or a quarrel, and having begun, cannot 
make a fair retreat and be qtiiet, when they desire it. — 
And realty, after such a manner, I became engaged into a 
necessity of writing the Life of Dr. Donne, contrary to my 
first intentions ; and that begot a like necessity of writing 
the Life of his and my ever-honoured friend. Sir Henry 
Wotton. 

And having writ these two Lives, I lay quiet twenty 
years, without a thought of either troubltng myself or 

' He had Dot Ihen written the Lib of Bishop Sanderson. 
d 
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others, by any new engagement in this kind ; fori thought 
I knew my unfitneas. But, about that time, Dr. Qanden * 
(then Lord Bishop of Exeter) published the Life of Mr. 
Eichard Hooker (ao he called it), with bo many dai^rous 
mistakes, both of him and Ms booka, that discoursing of 
them with his Clrace Gilbert, that now ia Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury, he enjoined me to examine some circum- 
stances, and then rectify the Bishop's mistakes, by giving 
the world a fuller and truer account of Mr. Hooker and his 

i books than that Bishop had done ; and I know I hare done 
so. And let me tell the Beader, that till his Orace had 
laid this injunction upon me, I could not admit a thought 
of any fitness in me to undertake it ; but when he twice 
had enjoined me to it, 1 then declined my own, and trusted 

' his jui^ment, and submitted to his commands ; con- 
cluding, that if I did not, I could not forbear accusing 
myself of disobedience, and indeed of ingratitude, for 
his many favours. Thus I became engaged into the third 
life. 

For th^ life of that great example of holiness, Mr. 
Geoi^ Herbert, I profess it to be so far a free-will offer- 
ing, that it was writ chiefly to please myself, but yet not 
without some respect to posterity : For though he was not 
a man that the next age can foi^t, yet many of his 
particular acts and virtues might have been neglected, or 

' Dr. John O&odsD, bom M Ha^Iand in Esseii, educated M Si. 
John'i College, Cambridge, was Dean of Booking, and Maaler of the 
Temple, in the beginning of the Mign of Charles I. In I6GQ he wm 
made Bishop of Exeter, and from thence piomoted to Worcester in 
1662, in which ;ear he died, aged 57. 

It must be owned, th&t he was one of the ABsemblj of Dirinefl in 
1643, fuid that ha toolc the covenant ; to which, however, he made some 
■cmples and objections, so that his name was soon struck ont of tlie , 
list. He abandoned the cause of the Parliament as soon as the; relin- 
quished their first avowed principles of r^oraiit^ only, instead of Attir- 
foting Episcopacy and Monarchy. > 
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lost, if I had not collected aad presented them to the 
imitation of those that shall suo(^ed us : For I humblj 
conceive writing to he both a safer and tmer preserrer of 
men's virtuous actions th&n tradition ; especially aa it ia 
manned in this age. And I am also to tell the Reader, 
that though this life of Mr. Herbert was not by me writ 
in haste, yet I intended it a review before it should be 
made pubhc ; bat that was not allowed me, by reason of 
my absence from London when it was printing ; so that 
the Beader may find in it some mistakes, some double 
expressions, and some not very proper, and some that 
might have been contracted, and some faults that are not 
}iiHtly chargeable upon me, but the printer ; and yet I hope 
none bo great, as may not, by this confession, purchase 
pardon from a good-natured Beader. 

And now I wish, that as that learned Jew, Josephus, 
and others, bo these men Lad also writ their own lives ; 
but since it is not the fashion of these times, I wish their 
relations or friends would do it for them, before delays 
make it too difficult. And I desire this the more, because 
it is an honour due to the dead, and a generous debt due 
to those that shall live and succeed us, and would to them 
prove both a content and satisfaction. For when the next 
aige ahaU (as this does) admire the learning and clear 
reason which that excellent casuist Dr. Sanderson (the 
late Bishop of Lincoln) hath demonstrated in his sermonft 
and other writings ; who, if they love virtue, would not re- 
joice to know, that this good man was as remarkable for 
the meekness and innocence of his life, as for his great 
and useful learning; and indeed as remarkable for his 
fortitude in hia long and patient sufFering (under them 
that then called themselves the godly party) for that 
doctrine which he had preached and printed in the happy 
days of the nation's and the Church's peace? And who 
would not be content to have the like account of Br. 
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Field,' tliat great achoolman, and others of noted leaxnlng? 
And though I cannot hope that my example or reason can 
perauade to this undertakmg, jet I please myself, that I 
sliall conclude my Preface with wishing that it were eo. 
LW. 

' Dr. Richard Y\e\A, Chaplain to Jwnei I. and Deso of Gloucsater, 
died Nov. 31, 1616,— the friend of Mr. Richard Hooker, and one of the 
Inoat learned men of liis a^. H« was the aothnr of a work entitled - 

1" Of the Church ; fol. 1610."— James I. when he first heard bim preach 
said, " This is a Field !ot God to dwell in."— With the same allusion 
Fuller calls him that learned dirine, " whose memorj smelleth like a 
Fitld. that the Lord hath blessed,"— Anthony Wood mentions a mana- 
script, written b; Nathaniel Field, Rector of Stourton, in Wiltshire, 
CODt^ning " Some short Memorials coucerning the Life of that Rer. 
Dirine, Dr. Richard Field, Prebendary of Windsor," &c. The feature 
which peculiarly marked his disposition, was an aTerabn to those dis- 
putes on the Arminian points, which then begun to disturb the peace of 
the Church, and from which he dreaded the most unhappy consequences. 
It was his smbitiun to conciliate, not to irritate. 
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LIFE OF DOOTOB DONNE; 

^a ohioinallt fbefixbd to tbb flbbt collection of his 
Sbbmohs in 1640.* 

If that great raoMer of langitage and art. Sir Henry Wotton, 
ihe late Provost of Eton College, had lived to see the pviilica- 
iion of these Sermons, he had presented the world with the 
Author's life exactly terHten ; aitd 'twas pUy he did not, for 
it VMS a work worthy his wndertaJang, and he fit to undertake 
it : betwixt whom and the Author there was so mutual a know- 
ledge, and such a, friendship eontraeted in their youth, at no- 
thing but death could force a separation. And, though their 
bodies were divided, their affections were not ; for that learned 
Knight's lovefoUowed his friend! s fa/me beyond death and the 
forgetful grave ; which he testified hy entreating me, whoTn he 
acquainted with hie design,io enquire of soTne particulars that 
concerned it, not doubting but my knowledge of the Author, 
.and love to his memory, might make my diUgence useful: I 
did most gladly undertake the employment, and continued it 
with great content, till I had made m,y collection ready to be 
augmented and completed by his matchless pen : but then 
death prevented his intentions. 

When I hea/rd that sad news, and heard also that these 
Sermons were to be printed, and want the Author's life, which 
I thought to be very remarkahle ; indignation or grief — iadi^d 

' In 1658 the Life of Donne was pnblUheii Mjp&TBtely, with a 
letter of dedication to Sir Robert Holt of Aston, in the county of War- 
wick, Baronet. 
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I Jmov) not which — trati^orted me so far, that I reviewed my 
fortaken coUectiofu, and resolved the world should see the best 
plain picture of the Author's life, thai my artUsspencU, guided 
by the hand of truth, could presetU to it. 

And if I shall now be demanded, as once Pompey's poor 

boTidman was *, " the grateful wretch had been left 
* Plutarch. " alone on the sea-shore with the forsaken dead body 

" of his once glorious lord and master ; and was 
' ' then gathering the scattered pieces of an old broken boat, to 
"make a funeral pile to bum it ; whiehwas the custom, of the 
" BamaTis — Who art thou, that alone hast the honour to bury 
" the body of Pompey the Great ? " So, who am I, that do 
thus ofiaiously set the Author's memory on fire ? I hope the 
question will prove to have in it more of wonder than disdain ; 
hut wonder indeed the reader may, that I, who profess myself 
artless, should presume with my faint light to shew forth hie 
life, whose very name makes U illustrious ! But, he this to the 
disadvantage of the person represented .- certain I am, ii is to 
the advantage of the beholder, who shall here see the Author's 
picture in a natural dress, which ought to beget faith in what 
is epoken : for he that wants skiU to deceive, may safely be 
trusted. 

And if the Author's glorious spirit, which now is in heaven, 
can have the leisure to look down and see me, the poorest, the 
meanest of all his friends, in the m,idst of his offi^eious duty^ 
confident I am, that he wUl not disdain this well-meant sacri- 
fice to his msnwry ; for, whilst his conversation made me and 
many others happy helow, I know his humility and gentleness 
were then eminent ; am,d, I have heard divines say, those vir- 
tues that were hut sparks upon earth, become great and glorious 
flames in heaven. 

Before I proceed further, I am to entreat the reader to take 
notice, that when Doctor Donne's Sermons were first printed, 
this was then my excuse for daring to write his life ; and T 
dare not now appear without it. 
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DR. JOHN DONNE, 



ASTEE JOHN IX>NNE waa bom in 

liondon, in the year 15?3, of good and I 

virtuous parents ; and, tjiqugh his own 

learning and other m\iltiplied merits 

may justly appear sufficient to dignify' 

both himself and his posterity ;^ygt the 

reader ma;^ be pleased to know, that 

his father was masculinely and lineally . 

I very ancient family in Wales, where 

T live, that deserve, and have great 

reputation in that country. 

By his mother he was descended of the family of the 
famoas and learned Sir Thomas More,' sometime Lord 

' Fuller, in kia Church Histurj, b. x. p. \Vi, mentions these ciruum- 
Stancea most probably from Ibe present work ; sinee he eoncluHes hU 
notice of Donne bj aajing, that hia " life is no less truly tban elegantly 



many of his name i 
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Chancellor of Englaad: as aleo, from that wortihj and 
laborious Judge Bastall,' who left poaterity the vast Statutes 
of the Lav of this nation moat exactly abridged. 

He had hie first breedii^ in his father's house, where 
a private tutor had the care of him, until the tenth year of . 
his age ; and, in his eleventh year, was sent to the tmiver- 
sity of Oxford ; having at that time a good command both 
of the French and Latin tongue.' This, and some other of 
hia remarkable abilities, made bne then give this censure 
of him ; That this age had brought forth another Ficus 
Mirandula ; ' of whom story says, that he was rather bom, 
than made wise by study. 

written, by mj worthily respected friend Mr. Itwtk Walton, whence 

tie Header may store himself with fiirther information." In the first 
two editions of the life of Donne, there is no separation tietweeo the In- 
troduction and Memoir ; and no year mentioned for his time of birth. 

' William Rastall, or Haetell, was an eminent Printer of London, and 
the son of John Raalall and ElizHbelh, the sistfr of Sir Thomas More. 
He was born and educated in London, and abont 1525, at the age of 17, 
was sent to Oxford, alter which he entered of Lincoln's Inn, and became 
an excellent lawyer. On the change of religion in England he went to 
LoDTain, being a zealous Catholic ; but on the accession of Mary here- 
turned and (ilted several offices of great repnte, of which one was Joatice 
of the Common Pleas. In the reign of Elizabeth he agun retnrned to 
Lonvain, and died there Angust 8Tth, 1565. There are several works 
ascribed to him. of which it is doubtfnl if he were the author ; but the 
" abregement of the Statutys," alluded to in the test, whs first pab- 
liehed by him in Svo. 1S57. 

* Tt ia qnaintly said in the first edition that he had " a command of 
the French and Latine tongues, when others can scarce speak their 

* John Ficns, Prince of Mirandnla, a Dnchy in Italy, now the pro* 
perty of the Dalies of Modena, was bom Feb. 24lh, 1463. He is said to 
have understood twenty-two languages at the age of 16 ; and at 24 he dis- 
coorsed on every branch of knowledge. The death of hialriend Lorenio 
de'Medicis, somucbaflectedhim, thathe resigned hia sovereignty to his 
nephew, and died in retirement at Florence, Nov. ITth, 1434. His works 
were chiefly Controversial Theology, with some familiar Epistles. Hi*' 
name does not occur in Walton's first edition. 
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Keeper of the Great Seal, the Lord Chancellor of England, 
taking notice of his learning, languages, and other abilities, 
and much affecting his person and behaviour, took him to 
be his chief Secretary ; supposing and intending it to be 
an introduction to some more weighty employment in the 
State; for which, Ma Lordship did often protest, he thought . 
him very fit. 

Nor did his Iiordship in this time of Master Donne's 
attendance upon him, account him to be so much his 1 
servant, as to foi^et he was his friend ; and, to tostif j it, 
did always use him with much courtesy, appointii^ him a 
place at his own table, to which he esteemed his company 
and discourse to be a great ornament. 

He continued that employment for the space of five 
years, being daily useful, and not mercenary to his friend. 
During which time, he,— I dare not say unhappily — fell 
into such a liking, as, — with her approbation,- — increased 
into a love, with a young gentlewoman that lived in that 
family, who was niece to the Lady Ellesmere, and daughter ' 
to Sir Cleorge More,' then Chancellor of the Gtarter and 
Lieutenant of the Tower. 

held till the age of T6, when he addressed two pathetic letters to the 
King for hia diamissal. The Sovereign first created him Vieoount 
Bracklej, and then rHceired the Seals from him in person apon his 
death-bed. He died at Tork Hoase in the Strsud, March lath, 1617. 

' Sir George was the onlj son and heir of Sir William More, and waa 
bom NaT. 2eth, 1552 ; educated at Exeter College, Uzford, whence he 
removed to the Inns of Courl. About 1597 he was knighted, in 1610 
was made CbaDcellor of the Garter, and in 1615, Lieutenant of the 
Tower. He frequently sat in Parliament for the Borough of Quildford, 
and he died Oct. I6th. 1632. His sister, [be lady Ellesmere, oas the 
flldest danghler of Sir William More, and was born ApHl 28th, 1S53. 
She was thrice married, the last of her husbands being Chancellor 
Egerton ; and the second Sir John Wollej of Pirford, Knt. Lusely 
House, the seat of the More family, is situate in [he Hnndred of Oodal- 
ming, and County of Surrey, about two miles south-west of Guildford. 
It consiata uf a main body, faciDg the north, and one wing extending 
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Sir Geoi^ had eome iatimation of it, and, Imowing 
prevention to be a great part of wisdom, did therefore 
remove her with much haste, from that to his own house 
at Lothealey, in the County of Surrey ; but too late, by 
reason, of some faithful promises which were so inter- 
changeably passed, as never to be violated by either 
party. 

These promises were only known to themselves ; and the 
friends of both parties used much diligence, and many 
arguments, to kill or cool their affections to each other ; 
but in vain ; for love ' is a flattering mischief, that hath 
denied ^ed and wise men a foresight of those evils that 
too often prove to be the children of that blind father ; a 
passion, that carries us to commit -errors with as much 
ease as whirlwinds mSve feathers, and begets in us an un- 
wearied industry to the attainment of what we desire. And 
such an industry did, notwithatandii^ much watchfulness 
against it, bring them secretly tc^ther,-^! forbear to tell 
, the manner how — and at last to a marri^e too, wi^'out 
the allowance of those friends, whose approbation always 
was, and ever will be necessary, to make even a virtuous 
love become lawful. 

And, that the knowledge of their marriage might not 
faU, hke an uoexpected tempest, on those that were un- 
willing to have it so ; and that pre-apprehensions might 
make it the less enormous when it was known, it was 
purposely whispered into the ears of many that it was so, 
yet by- none that could afBrm it. But, to put a period to 
the jealousies of Sir George, — doubt often begetting more 
restless thoughts than the certain knowlet^ of what we 
fear — the news was, in favour to Mr. Donne, and with his 

northwaid from its western extremity ; the whole being built of the - 
Ordinuy country aMne. 

' This fine puisnge on the nuhness of youlhful poBsion was not in- , 
serted till Walton's secnnd edition. 
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aJlowance, made known to Sir Oeorge, bj his honourable 
friend and ne^hbour Henry, Earl of Northumberland ; ' 
but it was to Sir Oeorge bo immeasurably unwelcome, and 
so transported him, that, as though his passiou of anger 
and inconsideration might exceed theirs of love and error, 
he presently engaged bis sister, tbe Lady Ellesmere, to 
join with bim to procure ber lord to discbai^ Mr. I>oniie 
of the place he held under his Lordship. This request was 
followed with violence ; and though Sir George were re- 
membered, that errors might he over punished, and desired 
therefore to forbear, till second considerations ni^ht clear 
some scruples ; yet he became restless until his suit was 
granted, and tbe punishment executed. And though the 
Lord Chancellor did not, at Mr. Donne's dismission, give 
him such a commendation as the ^eat Emperor Charles 
the Fifth did of his Secretary Erase, when be parted with 
him to Mb son and successor, Philip the Second, saying, 
" That in bis Eraao, he gave to liini a greater gift than all 
his estate, and all the kingdoms which he then resigned to 
him ; " yet the Lord Chancellor said, " He parted with a 

' HaiiryPeroy, ninth EbtI of Northnmberland, born in Apri!, 1564; 
suRceetled to the title in June, 1585. In 1568, he was one of thoae 
gallant young noblemen who hired ships at their own charge, and joined 
the fleet despatched against the Spanish Armada ; and in 1 593, he was 
made Knight of the Garter. He was greatly aciached to the Honse of 
Stuart, and was active in the interests of James I. ; bat as one of ihe 
conspirators in the Ganpowder Plot was related U> his Lordship, he was 
prosecuted, fined £30,000 by Sir Edward Coke in the St ar~Ch amber, 
and sentenced to imprisonment in the Tower daring life. The Earl's 
fine was reduced to £20,000, and hia liberty restored after fifteen years' 
coofinement, in July, 1621. He died Nov. Sih, 1632. Wood calls him 
" a learned man himself, and the generous favourer of aJ! good learn- 
ing ; " during his im[HiBonment he allowed salaries for eminent seholars 
to attend upon him, and he also enjoyed the converse of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, then a prisoner in tbe Tower. He had a peculiar talent for 
mathematics; and on account of his love lor the occult science;, be was 
sometimes entitled Henry the Wiiard. 
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Mend, and such a. Secretary as was fitter to serve a king 
than a subject." 

Immediately after his dlBnuBsion from hia service, he 
sent a sad letter to his wife, to acquaint her with it : and 
after th'e mbacriptioa of his name, writ, 

John Donne, Anne Donne, JJn-done ,- 

And God knows it proved too true ; ' for this bitter physic 
of Mr. Donne's dismissioa, was not enough to purge out 
all Sir Q«oi^'b choler ; for he was not satisfied till Mr. 
Donne and hie sometime com-pupil in Cambridge, that 
married him, namely, Samuel Brooke,* who was aft«r 
Doctor in Divinity, and Master of Trinity College — and 
his brother Mr. Christopher Brooke, sometime Mr. Donne's 
chamber-fellow in Lincoln's Inn, who gave Mr. Donne hie 

I wife, sad witnessed the marriage, were all committed to 

I three several prisons. 

I Mr. Donne was first enlaroed, who neither gave rest to 
his body or brain, nor~to any friend in whom he mi^t 

I The passage beginning " and though the Lord Chancellor " — down 
to—" it pTDTed too trae," ii not entire ia either of Walton's Brat two 
«ditioiia. 

' Son of Sobert Brook, aif emioent ro«n:haiit, and Lord Mayor of 
York, in 1582 and 1595. He was admitted of Trinity College in Cam- 
bridge in 1596, and Sept. sath, 1613, was chosoa Diiinity Profeuor in 
Greiham College, being then Chaplain to Prince Henry. In 1616, he 
*a« made D,D. ; in 1618, Rector of St. Margarst'i Lothbnry, in Lon- 
don; in 1639, Master of Trinity College; and Archdeacon of Wellt, in 
1631, in which yeaf he died. Of big writing there remain one Latin 
diacoarae, and a Latin Pastoral, called Melanthe^ acted before King 
James at Cambridge. Christopber Brooli was a Benober and Summer 
Beader. at Uncoln's Inn, and is mach commended as a poet by Ben 
Jonson, Drayton, &o. He wrote an El^y (o the nerer-dying memory 
of Henry, Rinoe of Wales, Lond. 1613, 4to. ; a Tolume of Eclogues, 
Lond.lGU; and The Qhost of Bichardthe Third, Lond. 1614,— a poem 
of some intereM and the highest rarity. In Dr. Doane'a Poems are 
two addresied to this gentleman, " the Slorme," and '* the Calme." 
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hope to have bji intereet, imtil he had procured aji enlarge- 
ment for hia two imprisoiied frienda. 

He waa now at liberty, but his days vera atill cloady : 
and being past theae tronbleB, others did atiil multiply 
npon him ; for his wife was, — to her extreme sorrow — de- 
tained from him ; and though with Jaeob ' he endured not 
a hard serrlce for her, yet he loat a good one, and waa 
forced to make good his title, and to get poaaesaion of her 
by a long and restless suit in law ; which proved trouble- 
some and sadly chai^eable to him, whose youth, and travel, 
and needleaa bounty, had brought his estate into a narrow 
compass. 

It ia observed, and most truly, that silence and sub- 
miasion are charming qualities, and work most upon 
passionate men ; and it proved so with Sir George ; for 
theae, and a general report of Mr. Donne's merits, farther 
with his winning behaviour, — which, when it would entice, 
had a atrange kind of elegant irresistible art ; — theae, and 
time had so dispaasionated Sir George, that as the world 
had approved his daughter's dioice, so be abo oould not 
bnt see a more than ordinary merit in his new son ; and 
this at last melted him into ao much remorse, — for love 
and anger are so like f^es, as to have hot and cold fits ; 
and love in parents, though it may be quenched, yet is 
eacdly re- kindled, and expires not till death denies mankind 
' a natural heat, — that he laboured his son's restoration to \ 
hia place ; using to that end, both bia own and hia sister's 
power to her lord ; but with no succeas ; for his answer was, 
" That though he was unfeignedly sorry for what he had 
done, yet it was inconaistent with his place and credit, to 
discharge and ra-admit servants at the request of p^aaionate 
petitioners." 

Sir Geoi^'a endeavour for Mr. Donne's re-admiasion, 

' The Hnt ediUon has this allnaion to Genoaia, chap. xxiz. ; and 
simitar rsferencea placed in the margia. 
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was by all means to be kept secret: — for men do more 
naturally reluct for errors, than submit to put on t!hoBe 
blemishes that attend their visible acknowledgment,— But, 
however, it was not long before Sir George appeared to be 
so far reconciled, as to wish their happiness, and not to 
deny them Ha paternal blessing, but yet refused to con- 
tribute any means that might conduce to their livelihood. 

Mr, Donne's estate was the greatest part spent in many 
and chargeable travels, books, and dear-bought experience : 
he out of all employment that might yield a support for 
himself and wife, who had been curiously and plentifully 
educated ; both their natures generous, and accustomed to 
confer, and not to receive, courtesies ; these and other 
considerations, but chiefly that bis wife was to bear a part 
in his sufferings, surrounded him with many sad thoughts, 
and some apparent apprehensions of want. 

But his sorrows were lessened and his wants prevented, 
by the seasonable courtesy of their noble kinsman. Sir 
Francis WoUy,' of Krford in Surrey, who intreated them 
to a cohabitation with him ; where they renmined with 
much freedom to themselves, and equal content to him, 
for some years ; and as their chai^ increased — she had 
yearly a child, — -so did his love and bounty. 

It hath been observed by wise and considering men, that 
wealth hath seldom been the portion, and* never the mark 
to discover good people ; but that Almighty Qrod, who dis- 

' Or Wollay, only sun of Sir John Wolley, Knight, Dean of Carliale, 
and Latin SecreCarj to Queen Elizabeth ; was born March IBth, 15S2- 
83, and was a Member of Merfon College, Oiford. In 1600, ho repre- 
ient«d the boroagh of Ilaslemere, in Parliamenl, and nas afterwards 
hnighled, but he died nnmarried in the fluwer of hia age in 1610. He 
was buried In the same grare with hie father, and the I«dy Egerton his 
mother, in the church of Pirford, in Surrey ; bat in 16H, iheir bodies 
were all rernoved, and re-interred under a beantitnl monument of black 
and white marble, bearing their effigies, and a Latin Epitaph, in St. 
Faal's Cathedral, which was destroyed in the great fire. 
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poseth all things wisely, hath of his abuadaot goodnesa 
denied it — he only knows why—to many, whose minds he 
bath enriched with the greater bleseinge of knowledge and 
Tirtye. as the fairer testimonies of his love to manldnd ; 
and this was the present condition of this man of so 
excellent erudition and endowments ; whose necessary and 
daQy expences, were hardly recoucileable with his uncertain 
and narrow estate. Which I mention, Jor that at this 
time, there was a most generous offer made him for the 
moderating of his worldly cares ; the declaration of which 
shall be the nest employment of my pen. 

God hath been so good to his Church, as to afford it in 
every ^e, som.e such men to serve at his altar, as have 
been piously ambitious of doing good to mankind ; a dis- 
X>oBition, that is so like to God himself, that it owes itself 
only to Him, who takes a pleasure to behold it in 
his creatures. These times * he did bless with • 1648. 
many such; some of which still live to be 
patterns of apostolical charity, and of more than human 
patience. I have said this, because I have occasion to 
mention one of them in my following discourse ; namely. 
Dr. Morton,' the most laborious and learned Bishop of 

' Thomas Morton is aupposed by bis triend and biogropheT Dr. John 
Banvick, to have been descended from the ftimoua Cardinal Morton,. 
Biiibop of Ely. He wbb born at York, March £Otb, 1564, and was edo- 
cated there and at Halifax, where one of his schoolfellows waa the noto- 
rions Ou; Tawkes. In 1S82, he was entered of St. John's College. 
Cambridge, where be read Lectnreg on Logic ; and on account of bis 
skill in disputing with the Komish recusants, he was selected la be chap- 
lain to the Earl of Huntingdon, then Lord President of the North. In 
1602, holding a Bectory abont four miles from York, he distiuguiabed 
himself by his fearless and charitable exertions whilst the Plague 
was in that City i oRen visiting the Pest-Eouso there, and carrying 
provi^ns to the poor unattended by a single domestic. In 1603, he 
<rent as Chaplain with the English Embassy to Denmark ; in 1606, he 
became D.l>. and Ghaptain to James I. ; he was made Dean of Gloa- 
cestei by the King, June S2nd, 1607, and was removed to Wincheiler 
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I>urhaKi ; one that God hath Meaeed with perfect intel- 
lectualB and a cheerful heart at the ^e of 94 years — and 
is yot living : — one, that in his days of plenty had so large 



a heart, as to nse his large reTenue to the encouragement 
of learning and virtue, and is now — be it spoken with 
sorrow — reduced to a narrow estate, which he embraces 
without repining ; and still shews the beauty of his mind 

in 1609. Early in 1B16, Dr. Morton wna made Bishop of Cheater ; in 
whicb Diocese he used many efforts to conciliate the Ifonconformists. 
In 1618, ha was again traosltiled to the See of Lichfield and CoTcntry, 
in which sitaation he detected the supposed witchcraft of the Boj of 
Biison ; and on Julj 2nd, 163S, be was advanced to the Biahoprio of 
Durham. Dr. Morton suSbred much dorii^ the Rebellion, and was ex- 
pelled from his Palace, but be was at length taken into the protection of 
Sir Christopher YelTerton, to whose son he became Tutor ; and at whose 
seat in Northamptonshire he died, Sept. 32nd, 1G59, hering been 44 
}'eara a Bishop, and being in the iitb year of his age. 



..y Google 



DB. JOBN DONNE. 19 

by so liberal a hand, as if thie were an age in which to- 
morrow were to c&re for itself. I have takes a pleasure in 
giving the reader a short, but true character of this good 
man, my friend, from whom I received this following rela- 
tion.^He sent to Mr. Donne, anS intreated to borrow an 
hour of Mh time for a conference the next day. After 
their meeting, there was not many minutes passed before 
he spake to Mr. Donne to this purpose : " Mr. Donne, the 
occasion of sending for you, is ito propose to you what I 
have often revolve d in my own thought since I last saw 
you ; which nevertheless, I will not declare hut upon this 
condition, that you shall not return me a present answer, 
but forbear three days, and bestow some part of that time 
in fasting and prayer ; and after a serious consideration 
of what I shall propose, then return to me with your 
answer. Deny me not, Mr. Donne ; for, it is the efEect of a 
true love, which I would gladly pay as a debt due for yours 
to me." 

This request being granted, the Doctor expressed him- 
self thus : 

"Mr. Donne, I know your education and abilities; I 
know your expectation of a state- employment ; and I know j 
your fitness for it ; and I know too the many delays and 
contii^encies that attend court-promises : and let me tell 
you, that my love, begot by our long friendship and your 
merits, hath prompted me to such an inquisition after your 
present temporal estate, as makes me no stranger to your 
necessities; which I know to be such as your generous 
spirit could not bear, if it were not supported with a pious 
patience. Tou know I have formerly persuaded you to 
waive youj court-hopes, and enter into holy orders; which 
I now ^ain persuade you to embrace, with this reason 
added to my former request : The King hath yesterday 
made me Dean of 0-loucester, and I am also possessed of a 
benefice, the profits of which are equal te those of my 
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deanery ; I will think my deanery enough for my main- 
tenance, — who am, and resolred to die, a single man — and 
will quit my benefice, and estate you in it,^ — -which the 
Patron is willing I shall do — if Gtod shall incline your heart 
to embrace this motion. £emember, Mr. Donne, no man's 
education or parte make him too good for this employ- 
ment, which is to be an ambassador for the Gktd of glory ; 
that God, who by a vile death opened the gates of life to 
mankind. Make me no present answer; but remember 
your promise, and return to me the third day with your 
resolution." 

At the hearii^ of this, Mr. Donne's faint breath and 
perplexed countenance, gave a visible testimony of an in- 
ward conflict : but he performed his promise, and departed 
without returning an answer till the third day, and then 
his answer was to this effect ; 

" My most worthy and most dear friend, since I saw 
you, I have been faithful to my promise, aad have also 
meditated much of your great kindness, which hath been 
such as would exceed even my gratitude ; but that it can- 
not do ; and more I cannot return you ; and I do that 
with an heart full of humility and thanks, though I may 
not accept of your offer : but, Sir, my refusal is not for that 
I think myself too good for that callii^, for which Einga, 
if-Hhey think so, are not good enough: nor for that my 
education and learning, though not eminent, may not, 
being assisted with God's grace and humility, render me 
in some measure fit for it r but I dare malce so dear a 
friend as you are, my confessor : some irregularities of my 
' life have been so visible to some men, that though I have, 
I thank God, made my peace with him by penitential reso- 
lutions against them, and by the assistance of his grace 
banished them my affections ; yet this, which God knows 
to be BO, is not so visible to man, as to free me from their 
censures, and it may be that sacred calling from a dis» 
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boDour. And besides, whereas it ia determined by the 
best of caBuiats, that Gkxi'a glory should be the first end, 
and a maintenance the second motive to embrace that call- 
ing ; and though each man may propose to himself both 
ti^ether, yet the first may not be put last without a Tiola^ 
tion of conscience, which he that searches the heart will 
judge. And truly my present condition is such, that if I 
ask my own conscience, whether it be reconcileable to that 
rule, it is at this time ho perplexed about It, that I can .' 
neither give myself nor you an answer. You know. Sir, 
who says, ' Happy is that man whose conscience doth not 
accuse him for that thing which he does.' ' To these I 
m^ht add other reasons that dissuade me; but I crave 
your favour that I may forbear to express them, and 
thankfully decline your offer." 

This was his present resolution, but the heart of man 
ia not in his own keeping; and he was destined to this 
sacred service by an higher hand; a hand so powerful, 
as at last forced him to a compliance ; of which I shall 
give the reader an account, before I shall give a rest to 
my pen.* 

Mr. Donne and his wife continued with Sir Francis 
Wolly till his death : a little before which time. Sir Francis 
was so happy as to make a perfect reconciliation betwixt 
Sir George, and hia forsaken son and daughter ; Sir 
Greorge conditioning by bond, to pay to Mr. Donne JE800 
at a certain day, as a portion with hie wife, or ^20 quar- 
terly for their maintenance, as the interest for it, till the 
said portion was paid. 

Most of those years that he lived with Sir Francis, he 

' BonutoB zJT. 23. The modern translation is ''HappjU he tbst 
condemneth not himself in that which he doeth." 

' The propowl of Dr. Morton to Mr. Doone, beginning at the wordB 
'" It hath been," down to "a rest to my pen," vm not in the lirat 
edition. 
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studied the Civil and Canon Lawe ; in which he acqmred 
euch a perfection, as was judged to hold proportion with 
many, who had made that study the employment of their 
whole life. 

Sir Francis being dead, and that happy family diaBolved, 
Mr. Donne took for himeelf a house in Mitcham, — near 
' to Croydon in Surrey — a place noted for good air and 
choice company : there his wife and children remained ; 
'and for himseU he took lodgings in Ijondon, near to White- 
' ball, whither his friends and occasions drew him very 
often, and where he was as often visited, by many of the 
Nobility and others of this nation, who used him in their 
counsels of greatest consideration, and with some rewards 
for bis better subsistence. 

Kor did our own NobUity only value and favour him, 
but bis acquaintance and friendship was sought for by 
most Auibassadors of foreign nations, and by many other 
strangers, whose learning or business occasioned their stay 
in this nation. 

He was much importuned by many friends to make his 
constant residence in London; but he still denied it. 
Laving settled his dear wife and children at Mitcham, and 
near some friends that were bountiful to them and him ; 
for they, God knows, needed it : and that you mfiy the 
better now judge of the then present condition of his mind 
and fortune, I ahaU present you with an extract ' collected 
out of some few of his many letters. 

' As theie epistles are not to be founil entire in the printed collection 
of^is correspondence, published bj Dr. Donne, Junior, nndor the title 
of "Letters to several! Persons of Honour," I G51,1BS4, they weretbere- 
fora most probably copied from the originals. Dr. Zouch quotes a 
passage from another of Dr. Donne's letters, wherein he says, " I write 
frijin the fireside in my parlour, and in the noise of three gamesome 
ubildren, and by the side of her, whom because I have transplanted into 
tnch a wretched fortune, I mnat labour to di^;aise that from her by all 
such honest devices, as giving her my company and discourse." 
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" And the reason why I did not aend an answer to 

your last week's letter, was, because it then found me under 
too great a sadness ; and at present 'tis thus with me : There 
is not one person, but myself, weU of my family : I have 
already lost half a ehUd, and, vntk that m,i»chaRee of hers, 
my wife has fallen ifUo ew:h a discomposvfe, as would affliet 
her too extremely, bat thai the sickness of aU her other chil- 
dren ttupifies her : of one of which, in good faith, I have not 
much hope : and these meet vnth a fortune so Hi-provided 
for physic, and such relief, that if God should ease us with 
burials, I itmow not how to perform even that : but I flatter , 
myself with this hope, that I am, dying too ; for I cannot 

waste faster than by such griefs. As for, 

From my Hospital at MiteJiam, 
Av^. 10. JORN DONNE." 

Thua lie did bemoan himself : and thua in other lettere. 

" For, we hardly discover a sin, when it is but an 

omission of some good, and no accusing act : with this or the 
former, I have often suspected myself to he overtaken ; which 
is, with an over-earnest desire of the next life: and, though I 
know it is not merely a weariness of this, beca/use I had the - 
same, desire when I went with the tide, and enjoyed fairer 
hopes than I now do ; yet I doubt worldly troid>les have in- 
creased it : 'tis now Spring, and aU the pleasures of U die- 
please me ; every other tree blossoms, and I wither : I grow 
older, and not better ; my strength diminiehelh, and my load 
grows heavier ; and yet, I would fain he or do something ; 
biU that I cannot tell what, is no wonder in this time of my 
sadness ; for to choose is to do ; but tobe i(t) part of any body, 
is as to be nothing ,- and so I am, and shall so judge myself, 
unless I -could be so incorporated into a part of the world, as 
hy businessio contribute some sustentation to the whole. This 
I made account ; I began early, when I understood the study 
of our Daws ; but was diverted by leaving that, a/nd embracing 
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I ike woTtt volaptuouenegg, wn hydropli^ immoderate desire 
of hvmian learning mid languages : beautiful omamentg in- 
deed to men of great fortunes, but mine wtw grow>n so low at 
to need an occupation ; which I thought I entered weU into, 
when I gubjeeted myeelf to euch a serviee as I thought tnighi 
exeTcite my poor abUitiee : and there I elwmbled, and fell too ; 
and now I am heeome so lOtle, or such a nothing, thai I am 
not a eubject good enough for one of my own letters. — Sir, I 
fear my present discontent, does not proceed from a good root, 
that I am, go weU content to be nothing, that is, dead. But, 
Sir, though my fortune haih made me such, ae that I am 
rather a sichneee or a disease of the world, than any part of 
it, and iheteftyre neUh^ love ii, nor life ; yet I would gladly 
live to become some such thing as you should not repent loving 
. me: Sir, yovr own soul ca/anot be more xeailous for yowr good, 
than I am, ; and Ood, who loves that teal in me, wiU not 
suffer you to doubt it : You would pity -me now, if you saw m£ 
write, for my pain hath drawn my head so much awry, and 
holds it so, that my eye cannot follow my pen. I therefore 
receive you into m-y prayers with mirte own weary soul, and 
com/mend myself to yours. I doubt not but next week wOi 
bring you goad news, for J ha/ve either mending or dying on 
my side : but, if I do continue longer thus, I shall have com- 
fort in this, that my blessed Saviour in exercising his justice 
' upon my two worldly parts, my fortune and -my body, reserves 
i all his mercy for that which most needs it, my soul ! which is, 
I doubt, too like a porter, that i« very often near the gate, and 
yet goes not out. Sir, I profess to you truly, that my loath- 
ness to give over wrUiug now, seems to myself a sign that I 

shall write no more. 

Your poor friend, and 

Oo^e poor patient, 
St^. 7. JOHN DONNE." 

By this you have seen a part of the picture of his narrow 
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fortune, and the perplexities of his generous mind ; &nd 
tlius it continued with >iim for about two jears, all which 
time his family remained constantly at Mitcham ; and to 
which. plac« he often retired himself, and destined some 
days to a constant study of some points of controversy he- 
twist the Enghsh and Roman Church, and especially those 
of Supremacy and Allegiance : and to that place and such 
studies, he could willingly hare wedded himseU during his 
life : ' hut the earnest persuasion of friends became at last 
to.be BO powerful, as to cause the removal of himself and l 
family to London, where Sir Bobert Drewry,' a gentleman I 
of a very noble estate, and a more Uberal mind ass^ed 
>iim and his wife an useful apartntent in his own la^;e 
houae in Drury Lane, and not only rent free, hut was also 

' The passage coQtitin[ng these letters " having settled his denT 
wife," to " the eanwBt {lerauaaion of friendi," is not in either of the first 
two editions of this life, 

' He nRS a celebrated member of the Family of Drurj, of Hawated, 
in Suffolk, eldest son of Sir William Drury, who was killed in a duel in 
France in 1589. In IS91, Sir liobert attended the Earl of Essex to the 
unflucceSsfuI siege of Houen, where he was knighted, when he could not 
have exceeded the age rif 14. He married when he came of age, Anne, 
daughter of Sir Nicholas Bacon of Redgrave, in Saffolk ; by whom he 
hod a daughter Dorothy, who died in 1610, and to whose memory Dr. 
Donne composed two piems, " An Anatomie of the World," and "The 
p'mgresse of the Soule." lu March 1610, he built, and liberally endowed 
an Alms-house for Widows at Kawsted, and in 1613, he went to Paris, 
when Dr. Donne, as it is shewn by his letters, accompanied him. There 
seems to he some error concerning the time when Walton states that Dr. 
Donne went into France, since the Lord Hay was not sent Ambassador 
there tillJuly 1616, and beside the dates of Donne's letters. Sir Robert 
Drury died April 3nd, 1615. His Latin Epitaph from Ilawsted Church 
is given by Sir John Cullnm in his History of Hawsted, and he supposes 
it might have been compuaed by Ur. Donne. Drury-House, supposed 
to have laeen erected by the father of this Sir Robert, stood al the lower 
end of Drnry Lane, and upper end of Wych Street. It was afterwards 
the seat of William Earl of Craven. The remains of Craven Hnnse were 
taken down in 1809, and the Olympic theatre erected on a port of its 
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& cherieher of his studies, and ench a friend as BympatMzed 
with him and hia, ia all their joy and sorrowB. 

A.t this time of Mr. Donne's and hia wife's living in Sir 

(Robert's houae, the Lord Hay, waa, by King James, sent 
upon a, glorious embassy to the then French Sing, Henry 
the Fourth ; and Sir Robert put on a audden resolution to 
accompany him to the French Court, and to be present at 
his audience there. And Sir Robert put on a sudden 
resolution, to solicit Mr. Donne to be his companion in 
that journey. And this dealre was suddenly made known 
to his wife, who was then with child, and otherwise under 
so dangerous a habit of body, as to her healtJi, that she 
profeeaed an unwillingness to allow him any absence from 
her ; sayii^, " Her diTining soul boded her some ill in his 
abaence;" and therefore desired him not to leave her. 
This made Mr. Donne lay aaide all thoughts of the journey, 
and really to resolve against it. But Sir Robert became 
restless in his peraimaiona for it, and Mr. Doune was so 
generous as to think he had sold his Kberty. when he re- 
ceived so many charitable kindnesses from him ; and told 
his wife ao ; who did therefore, with an unwilling-willing- 
neee, give a faint consent to the journey, which waa pro- 
posed to be but for two months ; for about that time they 
determined their return. Within a few days after tbia re- 
solve, the Ambassador, Sir Robert, and Mr. Donne, left 
London ; and were the twelfth day got all safe to Paris. 
Two days after their arrival there, Mr. Donne waa left 
alone in that room, in which Sir Robert, and he, and some 
other friends had dined together. To this place Sir Robert 
. returned within half an hour ; and as he left, so he found, 
Mr. Donne alone ; but in such an ecstasy, and so altered 
ae to hia looks, as amazed Sir Robert to behold him ; inso- 
much that he earnestly desired Mr. Donne to declare what 
had befallen' him in the short time of his absence. To 
which Mr. Donne was not able to make a present answer : 
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but, after a long and perplexed pause, did at last say, " I 
have seen a dreadful vision since I saw you : I have aeen \ 
my dear wife pass twice by me through this room, with her 
hair hanging about her shoulders, and a dead child in her 
arms : this I have aeen since I saw you." To which Sir 
Eobert replied, " Sure. Sir, jou have slept since I saw you; 
and this ia the result of some melancholy dream, which I 
desire you to forget, for you are now awake." To which 
Mr. Donne's reply was: "I cannot be surer that I now 
live, than that I have not slept since I saw you : and am 
as sure, that at her second appearing, she stopped, and 
looked me in 'the face, and vanished." — Rest and sleep had 
not altered Mr. Donne's opinion the next day : for he then 
affirmed this vision with a more deliberate, and so con- 
firmed a confidence, that he inclined Sir fiobert to a ftlint 
behef that the vision was true. — It is truly said, that desire^ 
and doubt have no rest ; and it proved so with Sir Eobert; 
for he imnjediately sent a servant to Drewry-House, with 
a charge to hasten bEick, and bring him word, whether Mrs. 
Donne were alive : and, if alive, in what condition she was 
as to her health. The twelfth day the messenger returned 
with this account — That he found and left Mrs. Donne very i 
sad, and sick in her bed ; and that, after a long and dan- ' 
gerouB labour, she had been delivered of a dead child. And, 
upon examination, the abortion proved to be the same day, 
and about the very hour, that Mr. Donne affirmed he saw 
her pass by him in his chamber. 

This is a relation that will b^et some wonder, and it 
well may ; for most of our world are at present possessed ( 
with an opinion, that Visions and Miracles are ceased. 
And. though it is most certain, that two lutes beii^ both 
strung and tuned to an equal pitch, and then one played 
upon, the other, that is not touched, being laid upon a table 
at a fit distance, will — like an echo to a trumpet — warble | 
a faint audible harmony in answer to the same tune ; yet I 
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many will not beliere there ia an^ such thing aa a sympathy 

I of souls; and I am well pleased, that every Reader do 

' enjoy his own opinion. But if the unbelievii^, will not 

allow the believing- Beader of this story, a liberty to believe 

that it may he true ; then I wish him to consider, many 

wise men have believed that the ghost ' of Julius Ceesar 

did appear to Brutus, and that both St. Austin, and 

Monica his mother, had visions in order to his conversion. 

And thoi^h these, and many others — too many to name — 

have but the authority of human story, yet the incredible 

^ ... Reader may find in the Sacred story,* that 

■"'"'"■ Samuel did appear to Saul even after his 

death— whether really or not, I undertake 
not to determine. — And BUdad, in the Book of Job, says 

these words ; t " A spirit passed before my 
* ° "• ' ■ face J the hair of my head stood up ; fear and 
tremblii^ came upon me, and made all my bones to 
shake." Upon which words I will make no comment, but 
leave them to be considered by the incredulous Reader ; to 
whom I will also commend this following consideration : 
That there be many pious and learned men, that beUeve 
our merciful Gk>d hath assigned to every man a particular 
Guardian Angel, to be his constant monitor ; and to attend 
him in all his dangers, both of body and soul. And the 
opinion that every man hath his particular Angel, may gain 

some authority, by the relation of St. Peter's 
lb 1'3'iB miraculous dohverance out of prison, f not 

by many, but by one Angel. And this belief 

' The whole of ihU narra^ve, &c. coDceming Dr, Donne's Tision, be- 
ginning " At (hii time," down to " many at the Nobility," ia wanting in 
the earlier editions an well aa in the collection of 1670 1 and it baa been 
gnppoaed that he did not sooner insert it th>t,be might have time to aa- 
certain its Cratb. The account of the Tisions of St. Austin and Monica, 
will be found in Wata's translationof St. Augustine's Confessions, Book 
tii. Chap. 11 ; and Book riii. Chap. 12. 
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may yet gain more credit, by the Eeader's conwderii^, that 
when Peter after his enlai^ment knocked at the door of 
Mary the mother of John, aad Khode, the nmidBervant, 
being surprised with joy that Peter was there, did not let 
him in, but ran in haste, and told the disciples— who were 
then and there met tt^ether — that Peter was at the door ; 
and'they, not beUeving it, said she was mad ; yet, when she 
again affirmed it, though they then helicTed it not, yet they 
concluded, and said, " It is his Angel." 

More observations of this nature, and inferences from 
them, might be made to gain the relation a firmer belief : 
but I forbear, lest I, that intended to be but a relator, may 
be thought to be an engaged person for the proving what 
was related to me ; and yet I think myself bound to 
declare, that thoi^h it was not told me by Mr. Donne him- 
self, it was told me^now long since— by a Person of 
Honoiir, and of such intimacy with him, that he knew 
more of the secrets of Ms soul, than any person then 
living : and I think he told me the truth ; for it was told 
with such circumstances, ajid such asseveration, that — to 
say nothing of my own thoughts— -I verily believe he that 
told it me, did himself believe it to be true. 

I forbear the Eeader's further trouble, as to the relation, 
and what concerns it ; and will conclude mine, with com- 
mending to his view a copy of verses given by Mr. Donne 
to his wife at the time he then parted from her. And I 
b^ leave to tell, that I have heard some critics, learned 
both in languages and poetry, say, that none of the Greek 
or Latin poets did ever equal them. 

A. TAtBDICTlON, FOKBIDDIKO TO MOURN. 

A» virtuous ■men pats mildly away. 

And whisper to their souls, to go, 
WhiUt eonte of their sad friends do say, 

The hreath goe» now, (md some say. No: 
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Solet UB melt, emd jnahe no nmee, 

tfo tear-fiooda, nor eigh-iempegtB move ; 

'Twere profanatiim ofi>urjoy». 
To ieU the laity our love. 

Moving of th' earth, bringa harms andfea 

Men reckon what it did or m.eant .- 
But trepidation of the spheres, 

Though greater far, is innocent. 
Dull su}}lunary lovers' love — 

Whose soul ia gemse — cannot admit 
.Absence, hecause that doth remove 

Those things which eUmented U. 
But we, bt/ a love so far rejin'd. 

That owsdveg know not what ii is, 
Inter-assured of the mind. 

Care not ha/itds, eyes, or lips to miss. 

Ovr two souls therefore, which are one, — 

Though I m,ust go, — endure not yet 
A breach, hut an expansion. 

Like gold to airy thinness beat. 
If we be two ? we are two so 

As stiff twin-compasses are two : 
Thy soul, the fix' d foot, makeeno show 

To tnove, hut does if th' other do. 
And. though thine in ike centre sit. 

Yet, when my other far does roam. 
Thine lewns and hearkens after it, 

And grows erect as mine comes home. 
Such wilt thou he to vie, who m,ust. 

Like th' other foot, oUiqueb/ run : 
Thy firmness makes my circle just. 

And me to end where I hegwn. 
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I return from my account of the vision, to tell the 
Seader, that both before Mr. Donne's going into France, 
at his being there, and after his return, numj of the 
Kobility and others that were powerful at Court, were 
watchful and solicitous to the K"ing for some secular 
employment for him. The King had formerly both 
tnown and put a value upon his company, and had also 
given him some hopes of a state-employment; being 
always much pleased when Mr. Donne attended him, 
eapeeially at his meals, where there were usually many 
deep discourses of general learning, and very often friendly 
disputes, or debates of religion, betwixt his Majesty and 
those divines, whose places required their attendance on 
him at those times : particularly the Dean of the Chapel, 
who then was Bishop Mont^:ue ' — the pubhsher of the 
learned and eloquent Works of his Majesty— -and the most 
Reverend Doctor Andrews ' the late learned Bishop of 
Winchester, who was then the King's Almoner. 

' James, Afih aon Co Sir Eidwanl, and brother to Edward, first Lord 
Montague of Boogb ton, in the County of Northampton, was usually called 
"King James's EcfleBJastical FaToarile." He wag educated in Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge, and [n 1603, was made Bishop of Bath and 
Wells; when he repaired the Abbey Church of Bitb, at a great expense, 
through the representations of Sir John Harrington, In I61B, he was 
translated to the Bishopric of Winchester, and died in his 49lh year in 
1618, being bnried in the Abbey at Bath. 

' Launcelot Andrews, a Prelate of most eminent virtueg, bom in 
London in 1555, and educated at Merchant Tailors' School, and Pem- 
broke Hall, Cambridge, of which he became Fellow. He attracted 
great attention at the UniTersity by bis Lectnreson the Commandments, 
and bis skill in Cases of Conscience. Henry Earl of Huntingdon made 
him his Chaplain when be was President of the North — where be made 
several converts to the Protestant faith — and he was also patronised by 
Secretary Walstngham. Queen Elizabeth made him one of her Chap- 
lains in Urdinary, and was so much pleased with his preaching, that slie 
appointed him Prebendary and Dean of Westminster, and Bishop of 
London at the death of Dr. Bancroft. Dr. Andrews was also in great 
favoar with James I. who promoted him to the See of Chichoster in 
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About this time there grew many disputes, that con- 
cemed the Oath of Supremacy and Allegiaace^ in irhich 
the King had appeared, and engaged himself bj his 
public writings now eitant : and hia Majesty discoursing 
with Mr. Donne, concerning many of the reasons which 
are usually urged against the taking of those Oaths, ap- 
prehended- such a validity and clearness in his stating 
the questions, and his answers to them, that his Majesty 
commanded him to bestow some time in drawing the ail- 
ments into a method, and then to write his answers to 
them ; and, having done that not to send, but be his own 
messenger, and bring them to him. To this he presently 
and diligently applied himself, and within six weeks 
brought them to him luider his own hand writing, as they 
be how printed ; the book bearing the name of Pseudo- 
Martyr, printed anno 1610. 

When the King had read and considered that book, he 
persuaded Mr, Donne to enter into the Ministry ; to which, 
at that time, he was, and appeared, very unwilling, appre- 
hendii^ it — such was his mistaken modesty—to be too 
weighty for his abilities : and though his Majesty had pro- , 
mised him a favour, and many persona of worth mediated 
with his Majesty for some secular employment for him, — 
to which his education bad apted him — and particularly 
the Earl of Somerset,' when in his greatest height of 

160S, and in 1609, to thftt o( Ely. In 161S, he was Iraiulated to ' 
Wincbealer, and he died at the Episcopal Palace in Southwtuk, Sept. 
S5th, 16S6, being baried under a gpleoilid moaament in St. Savtoiir'a 
Charch. Bisbop Andrewg was one of the tranaUtors of King James's 
Bible, and he is said tu have known fifteen modem languag;ei, 

■ Bobert Carr, a, Sciits gentleman, had been page to King James L, 
before he came to England ; he was introdoced to the King at a tilting 
by Lord Hay, when the accidental breaking of his leg bj a fall 
from hia horse, at once broaght him into fatotir. On his recovery, he 
«M knighled ; the King himself taught him the Latin tongue, made 
him Lord of his Bedchamber, and, soon after. Lord Trcasarer of Scot- 
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f^TouF; who 1:>eiii^ then a,t Theobald's' with the King, 
where one of the Clerka of the Council died that night, the 
£ail posted a mesBenger for Mr. Donne to come to him 
immediately, and at Mr. Donne's coming, said, "Mr. 
Domie, to testify the reality of my affection, and my pur- 
pose to prefer you, stay in this garden till I go up to the 
Emg, and bring you word that you are Clerk of the 
Conncil : doubt not my doing this, for I know the King 
loves you, and know the Tfing will not deny me." * But 
the EIng gave a positive denial to all requests, and, having 
a discerning spirit, replied, " I know Mr. Donne ia a learned 
man, has the abilities of a learned Divine, and will prove 
a powerful preacher ; and my desire is to prefer him that 
way, and in that way I wiUj deny you nothing for him." 
land. Iq 1612 he was created Viscuunt liochesMr, a Member of the. 
Privy CounciJ,aDda Knight of the Qarter; at first, b« condncted him- 
self with moderation; but becoming enamoured of thatinfamona woman 
Frandss Howard, afteiwarda CouDlegs of Essex, she was divorced from 
her husband to be married to him, November Sth, 1613 ; he was created 
Earl of Somerset, and the following July, Lord ChamberliuD. Sir 
'niomas Uverbury having vainly endeavoured to prevent the above 
marriage, drew upon himself the anger of both parties, and by their 
intrigues he was committed to the Tower, where he was poisoned Sept. 
15th, 1613. This was not discovered until 1615, when tbe Lieutenant 
of the Tower, and four others, were tried, and executed ; and though 
sentence was also passed upon the Earl and Countess, they were pardoned, 
but banished the Court, and the former died in July, 1649. 

' The house at Theobald's, near Wallham in Essex, was built by the 
Lord High Treasurer Bulghley, in the reign of Elizabeth. " A place, 
than which, as to the fabric, nothing can be more neat, and as to the 
gardens, walks,and wildernesses about it, nothiugcan be more pleasant." 
James I. was so much delighted with its situation, that he gave the manor 
of Hatfield Hegis in exchange for it to Lord Cecil, afterwards created 
Earl of Salisbury. He died at this his favourite palace, March 27, 1627. 
This nobl^ and beautiAil edifice was plundered and destroyed by the 
rebels in 1G31. 

' The passage in the text beginning, "And though his Majesty" 
down to "bat the King gave a positive denial" — was not inserted until 
the second edition. 
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B profeasetli,* " the King 
descended to a perauasion, almost to a solicita- 
tion, of him to enter into sacred Ordera ; " 
. which, though he then denied not, yet he deferred it for 
I almost three years. All which time he applied himself to 
an incessant study of Textual Divinity, and to the attain- 
ment of a greater perfection in the learned languages, 
Greek and Hebrew. 

In the first and most blessed times of Christianity, 
when the Clergy were looked upon with reverence, and 



deserved it, when they overcame their opposers by high 
examples of virtue, by a blessed patience and long suffer- 
ing, those only were then judged worthy the Ministry, 
whose quiet and meek spirits did make them look upon 
that sabred calhng with an humble adoration and fear to 
undertake it ; which indeed requires such great degrees of 
humility, and labour, and care, that none but such were 
then thought worthy of that celestial dignity. And such 
only were then sought out, and solicited to undertake it. 
This I have mentioned, because forwardness and incon- 
sideration, could not, in Mr. Donne, as in many others, be 
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an ailment of meufficiency or -unfitness ; for he had con- ■ 
sidered long, and had manj strifee within himself concem- 
ing the atrictnesa of life, and competency of learning, re- 
quired in Buch OS enter into sacred Orders ; and douhtless, 
considering hia own demerits, did humbly ask God with 
St. Paul, "Lord, who is suf&cient for these things P" 
and with meek Mosea, " Lord, who am I F " And sure, if 
he had consulted with flesh and blood, he had not for these 
reasons put his hand to that holy plough. But God, who 
ie able to prevail, wrestled with him, as the Angel did with 
Jacob, and marked him ; marked him for hia own ; marked 
him with a blessing, a blessing of obedience to the motions 
of his blessed Spirit, And then, as he had formerly asked 
God with Moses, " Who am I ?" so now, being inspired 
with an apprehension of Gkid'a particular mercy to him, 
in the King's and others' solicitations of him, he came 
to aak Kii^ David's thankful question, " Lord, who 
am I, that thou art so mindful of me?" So mindful of 
me, as to lead me for more than forty years through thia 
wilderness of the many temptations and various turnings- 
of a dangerous life: so merciful to me, as to move the- 
leamedest of Kings to descend to move me to serve at the 
altar ! So merciful to me, as at last to move my heart to 
embrace this holy motion! Thy motions I will and do 
embrace : and I now say with the blessed Yiigin, " Be it. 
with thy servant as seemeth heat in thy sight :" and ao. 
Blessed Jesus, I do take the Cup of Salvation, and will call 
upon thy Name, and will preach thy Gospel, 
Such strifes as these St, Austin had,' when St. Am- 

' Augnstin. die famous Biahop of Hippo, and usually called "the 
gnu Doctor of Africa," was bora in 354, and died in 430. The care- 
leme*g and levity of the earlier period of hia life were in some measare 
compenFated by the nnbonnded charity, tbe piety and leal which be dls- 
plajBd after bis conrerBion to tbe trno faith. This conTersion in attri- 
buted partly to tbe aff^ting di«connea of St, Ambrose, whose lectnre* 
be was induced to attend through mere coriosity, and partly to the tean 
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brose ' endeavoured his conTereion to Chriatianity ; witk 
which he confeBseth he acquunted his friend Alipius. Our 
learned author, — a man fit to write after no mean copy— did 
the like. And dedaring his intentions to his dear friend I>r. 
Eing,' then Biehop of London, a man famous in his gene- 
ration, and no stranger to Mr. Donne's abilities, — for he 
had been Chaplain to the Lord Chancellor, at the time of 
Mr. Donne's being his Lordship's Secretary — that reverend 
man did receive the news with much gladness; and, after 
some expressions of joy, and a persuasion to be constant 
in his pious purpose, he proceeded with all convenient speed 
to ordain him first Deacon, and then Priest not long after. 



and tender entreaties of his mother Monica. He liath so freeij acknow- 
ledged and caoBured the impropriety of his former conduct, in his books 
of CoQfBB»ioil3, that it is justly deemed " tyranny to trample On him - 
that prostrates himself." Erasmus, who hath written his life, exhibita 
bim as the most Anished pattern of goodness — " <juasi Dens loluerit in 
Augustino tanquam in nna tabula Tividtim quoddam exemplar Episcopi 
repcKsentare omnibos rirtutum numeris absolatum." 

' Bishop of Milan, from the persuasive powers of bis eloquence, and 
the charming sweetness of his language, called " the Mellifluous Doctor." 
The effects which his diioourijes produced on St. Augnstin are described 
in Confeasiomim lib. v. cap. 14. 

' John King was bora at Wornai in Bucks, about 1559, educated in 
Weatminster School, and sent to Christ-Church in I57G. He was 
chaplain to Queen ElizalMth, arch-deacon of Nottingham in 1590, doctor 
of divinitj in 160], dean of Christ-Cburch in 160S, and Bishop of 
Iiondon in 1611. Besides his "Lectures npon Jonah," deliiered at 
York in 159-1, and printed at Oxford in 1597, he published several 
sermons. He was so constant in preaching, after he was a bishop, that he 
never missed a Sunday, when his health permitted. He died March 30, 
1621, and was interred in St. Paul's Cathedral. Soon after, the papista 
reported, that he died a memtier of ^eir chnrch, in a pamphlet entitled 
" The Biahop of London his Legacy ; " but the falsity of ib'u story waa 
safficiently exposed by his son Henry, in a sermon at St. Paul's Croaa, 
Nov. 35, 1631, and by Bishop Godwin, in the appendix to his " Com- 
mentariiu de Pnesnlibus AngliK.'' He is afterwards noticed In the Life 
of Dr. Sanderson, 



D.3l.za..y Google 



DB. JOHN DONNE. 87 

Now tbe Englisli Church had gaJaed a second St, 
Austin ; for I think none was so like him before his con- 
version, none so like St. Ambrose after it: and if his 
youth had the infirmitieB of the one, his age had the ei- 
cellendea of the other ; the learning and holiness of both. 

And now all his studies, which had been occasionally 
diffused, were all concentered in Divinity. Now he had 
a new calling, new thoughts, and a new employment for ■ 
his wit and eloquence. Now, all his earthly affections 
were changed into Divine love ; and all the faculties of his ' 
Own soul were engaged in the conversion of others; in ' 
preaching the glad tidings of remission to repenting sinners, 
and peace to ea«h troubled soul. To these he applied 
himself with all care and diligence : and now such a change 
was wrought in him, that he could say with David, " 
how amiable are thy Tabernacles, Lord God of Hosts ! " 
Now he declared openly, " that when he required a tem- 
poral, Ood gave him a spiritual blessing." And that " he 
was now gladder to be a door-keeper in the House of God, 
than he could be to enjoy the noblest of all temporal em- 
ployments." 

Presently after he entered into his holy profession, the i 
King sent for him, and made him his Chaplain in Ordinary, 
and promised to take a particular care for his preferment. 

And, though his long famiharity with scholars and per- 
sons of greatest quality was such, as might have given 
some men boldness enough to have preached to any emi- 
nent auditory ; yet his modesty in this employment was 
such, that he could not be persuaded to it, but went usually 
accompanied with some one friend to prea*3h privately in . 
some village, not far from London ; his first Sermon being ( 
preached at Paddington. This he did, till his Majesty 
sent and appointed him a day to preach to hiir i at White- 
hall ; and, though much were expected from him, both by 
his Majesty and others, yet he was so happy — which few 
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are — aa to satisfy and exceed their expectations r preacli- 
ing the Word so, as shewed his ovn heart was possessed 
with those very thoughts and joys that he laboured to 
distil into others :' a preacher in earnest ; weeping some- 
times for his auditory, sometimea with them ; always 
preaching to himself, like an ai^l from a cloud, but in 
none ; carrying some, as St. Paul was, to Hearen in holy 
raptures, and enticing others by a sacred art and courtship 
to amend their lires : here picturing a Vice so as to make 
it i^ly to those that practised it : and a Tirtue so as to 
make it beloved, even by those that loved It not ; and all 
this with a moat particular grace and an unexpreasible 
addition of comelineas. 

There may be some that may incline to think — dhch in- 
deed as have not heard him — that my affection to my 
friend hath transported me to an immoderate commenda- 
tion of his preaching. If this meets with any such, 
let me entreat, though I will omit many, yet that they 
will receive a double witness for what I aay ; it being at- 
tested by a gentleman of worth, — Mr. Chidley,' a frequent 
hearer of his Sermons — inpartofaFuneralElegywritbyhim 
on Dr. Donne ; and is a known truth, though it be in verse, 
Each altar had hie fire 

Se kept hie love, hut not his object ; wit 

He did not hanieh, bvi traneplanled it ; 

Taught it both time and place, and brought it home 

To piety which it doth beet become. 

• •*««• 

For my, had ever pleasure such a dreet f 

Have you seen crimes so ghap'd, or lovelineti 
' John Chudleigb, M.A. of Wadham College, Oxford, and Bldest ton 
ofSir JcihnChndleigh, BarLof Aahton, in Devonshire. Otiiera identify 
" Mr. Caiidlej '' with Dr. Chiddreloy (or Cliilderley), who in 1604 was 
appointed chaplain lo Dr. Bancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury, — a poat 
' which he continued to hold under Archbishop Abbott. 
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Sveh at hit lips did clothe Religion in <* 

Had not reproof a beauty pawing Sin ? 

Corrupted Nature gorrow'd that gke Hood 

80 near the danger of becoming good. 

And, when kepreach'd, she wish'd her ear» exempt , 

From piety, that had euch povi'r to tempt. 

How did hig sacred flattery beguile 

Men to amend ? 

More of this, and more witnesses, might be brought ; but 
I forbear and return.' 

That Summer, in the very same month in which he 
entered into sacred Orders, and was made the King's Chap- 
lain, his Majesty then going Ms Progress, was entreated 
to received an entertainment in the University of Cam- 
bridge: and Mr. Donne attending his Majesty at that 
time, his Majesty was pleased to recommend him to the \ 
University, to be made Doctor in Divinity : Doctor Hars- ' 
nett' — after Archbishop of York — was then Vioe-Chan- 

' Tlie character of Dr. Donne's Sermons LifaithfaUy delineated by his 
son in the Dedicaliun of them to Cbarles I. " They who have been con- r 
Veraiml in the works of the holiest men of all times, cannol bat acknow- 
ledge in these the same spirit with which Ihey writ ; reasonable demon- ' 
Btratigns every where in the Bnbjeots comprehensible by reason 1 As for 
those things which cannot be comprehended by our reason alone, they 
are no where made easier to faith than here ; and for the other part of 
our nature, which conaists in our passions and in our affections, they are 
here raised and laid, and governed and disposed, in a manner, according 
to the will of the author. The doctrine itself which is tanght here is 
primitively Christian ; the Fathers are every where consulted with reve- 
rence, but apostolical writings .only appealed to as the last liule of 
Faith. Lastly, sneh is the conjuncture here of leal and discretion, that 
whilst it ii the main scope of the author in these Discourses, that glory 
be given to God, this is accompanied every where witli a scrupulous 
care and endeavour, that peace be likewise settled amongst men." 

' Samuel Harsnett, born at Colchester in isei, and lulmicied of King's 
College, Cambridge, in Sept. 1376, whence he removed 10 Pembroke 
Hall, of which bo was elected Fellow in 15S3, and Master in 1609. In 
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c«llor, who, knowing turn to be tlie author of that learned 
book the Feendo-Martjr, required no other proof of his 
abUitieB, but proposed it to the UniTeraity, who presently 
assented, and expressed a gladness, that they had such an 
occasion to entitle him to be theirs.' 

His abilities and industry in his profession were so 
eminent, and he so known and so belored hy persons of 
quality, that within the first year of his enterii^ into sacred 

thesam« Tear, and a^ain in 1614, lie waa Vice-Cliancellor or Cambridge; 
in 1609, he was mode Bishop of Chichestn', whence he was CranglBled 
to the see of Norwich in 1619, and lothe Archbiahnpricnf York inlB!8. 
IiTNov. 16^9, Br. Harsnett waa mode a Privy Councillor, and he died 
May 25, I63I, He was one of the best writersjafhis time, and hi« puh- 
licBliona consist of a Sermon at Paul's Cross, and a Controrersial Tract 
on Demoniacal Fnssessioa. le Nere states that he gave up his Master- 
ship ID Cambridge, rather than st«nd the result of an inquiry into 57 
articles which were broQEht ^^inst him. 

■ The circumstance of Dr. Donne being made D.D. at CambridRB, is 
related in a different manner in two loiters writfea by Mr. Chamberlain 
to Sir Dudley Carleton. In one, dated March IGCh, 1614, he writes 
" I had almost forgotten, that almost all the Coartiers went forth 
Masters of Arts at the King's being there i but few, or no Doctors, save 
only TouDge, which was done by a mandate, being son to Sir Peter, the 
Kind's schoolmaster. The Vice-Chancel lor snd University were ex- 
ceeding strict in that point, and refused many importunities of great 
men ; amonf): whom was Mr. Seci^tary, that made great means for 
Mr. Westfield ; bat it would not be 5 neither Iha King's intreaty for 
John Dun woald prevail; yet they are threatned with a mandate, 
which, if it come, it is like Ihey will obey; but they are resolved to give 
him such a blow withal, that he were lietter without it." In anothsr 
letter, of nearly the same date, he writes tbas, — " John Donne, and one 
Cheke, went out Doctors at Cambridge with much ado, after oar ooming 
away, by the King*! express mandate ; though the Vice-Chaivcellor and 
some of the Heads called them openly Filios noclie tt teaebriona, that 
sought thus to come in at the mndow, when there wag a fair gate open. 
But the worst is, that Donne had gotten a reversion of Che Deanery of 
Canterbury, if soch grants could be lawful ; whereby he hnth purchased 
himself a great deal of enry, that a man of his sort should »eek, ptr 
taitum, to intercept sacb a place from so many more worthy and andent 
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Ordera, he had fourteen adTowsons of several benefices i 
presented to him : but they were in the country, and he ' 
could not leave his beloved London, to which place ho had 
a natural inclination, having received both his birth and 
education in it, and there contracted a friendship with 
many, whose conversation multiplied the joys of his life : 
bat an employment that might affix Mm that place would 
be welcome, for he needed it. 

Immediately after his return from Cambridge, his wife 
died,' leaving him a man of a narrow, unsettled estate, and i 
— having buried five — the careful father of seven children I 
then living, to whom he gave a voluntary assurance, never 
to bring them under the subjection of a step-mother; 
which promise be kept most faithfully, burying with his 
tears, all his earthly joys in his most dear and deserving 
wife's grave, and betook himself to a most retired and 
solitary life. 

In this retiredness, w^iich was often from the sight of 
his dearest friends, he became crucified to the world, and 
ail those vanities, those imaginary pleasures, that are daily 
acted on that restless stage ; and they were as perfectly 
crucified to him. Nor is if hard to think — being, passions 
may be both changed and heightened by accidents — but 
that that abundant affection which once was betwixt bj-m 
and her, who had long been the delight of his eyes, and the 
companion of his youth ; her, with whom he had divided 
so many pleasant sorrows and contented fears, as common 
people are not capable of ; — not hard to think but that she 
being now removed by death, a commensurable grief took 

' Hl« wife died, Aug. 15, 1617, on the leienth day «fwr the birth 
of ber twelfth child. We find in Watpole's Aliecdoten of P&inting 
that Nicholas Stone the sculptor received fifteeD pieces fbr her monu- 
ment in St. Clements Banes ; it stood on the north side of the 
Chancel, and the inscription maj be seen in Stripe's ediUon of Stove's 
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as full a, posseBsion of him as joy had done ; and so indeed 
it did ; for now his very soiil was elemented of nothing but 
sadaesB ; now grief took so full a possession of his heart, 
as to leave no place for joy : If it did, it was a joy to be 
alone, where, like a pebcan in the wilderness, he might be- 
moan himseU without witness or restraint, and pour forth 
his passions like Job in the days of his affliction : " Oh that 
' I might have the desire of my heart ! Oh that God would 
grant the thing that I long for ! " For then, as the grave 
is become her house, ao I would hasten to make it mine 
also ; that we two might there moke our beds together in 

\the dark. Thus, as the Israelites sat mourning by the 
rivers of Babylon, when they remembered Sion ; so he gave 
some ease to hia oppressed heart by thus venting his 
sorrows: thus he began the day, and ended the night; 
ended the restless night and began the weary day in lamen- 
tations. And thus he continued, till a consideration of his 
new engagements to God, and St. Paul's " Woe is me, if I 
preach not the GoBpel ! " dispersed those sad clouds that 
had then benighted his hopes, and now forced hi'P to behold 
the light. 

Kia first motion from his house, was to preach where his 
beloved wife lay buried, — in St. Clement's Church, near 
Temple Bar, London,- — and hia text wae a part of the 
Prophet Jeremy's Lamentation : " Lo, I am the Man that 
have seen affliction." 

And indeed his very words and looks teatifi.ed him to 
be truly such a man ; and they, with the addition of his 
sighs and tears, expressed in his Sermon, did so work 
upon the afEections of hia hearers, as melted and moulded 
them into a companionable sadness ; and so they left 
the congregation ; but then their bouses presented them 
with objects of diversion, and his presented him with 
nothing but fresh objects of sorrow, in beholding many 
helpless children, a narrow fortune, and a consideration 
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of the many careB and casualties that attend their edu- 
cation.' 

In this time of sadneee he was importuned by the grave 
Benchers of Lincoln's Inn — who were once the companions 
and friends of hie youth — to accept of their Lecture, which, 
by reason of Dr. Gataker's removal from thence,' was then 
void; of which he accepted, being most glad to renew his 
intermitted friendship with those whom he so much loved, 
and where he had been a Saul, — though not to persecute 
Christianity, or to deride it, yet in his irregular youth to 
E^lect the visible practice of it, — there to become a Paul, 
and preach salvation to his beloved brethren. 

And now his life was a shining Ught among his old 
friends; now he gave an ocular testimony of the strict- 
ness and r^ularity of it ; now he might say, as St. Paul 
adviseth hia Corinthians, " Be ye followers of me, as I fol- 
low Christ, tuid walk as ye have me for an example ; " not 

' In the finit edition of Uonne'g Life, the passage beginning " In this 
retiredneSB," down to " attend thnir education,'' is wanting. 

' Dr. Zouch, in his note upon this passage, or^inally pointed out an 
«rror concerning Dr. Donne's immediate predecessor as Diiinitj Header 
St Lincoin's Inn i for be states that Mr. Thomas Galaker qniited that 
Society for the Rectory of Botherhithe in IGll, six years before Dr. 
Donite was chosen there. Upon refurrinjj to Coxe^. M anuseript Digest 
of the Records ofLincoln'a Inn, ir is aacerlained that J>r. Gataker WM 
elected Preacher in the 44th of F.li£. 1601 ; that he was succeeded by 
Dr. Huiloway, in the lUth of James I. 1612 ; that Dr. Donne became 
Lectnrer in the I4th of James 1. IGIG ; that in the 17th of that Sove- 
reign, 1619, he went on his German Embassy; and that in his SOth 
year,. 162a, he was succeeded at Liuculn's Inn by Mr. Preston. ThouiM 
Galaker, a learned Dirine, was born in London, in 1574, and was edn- 
eaied at St. John's College, Cambridge. He was celebrated for a Trea- 
tise " Of the Nature and Use of Lots ;" and, being of the Parliameutary 
party, was one of the Assembly of Divines in 1642, thoagh his own 
conduct was moderate, and he protested against the violence of others, 
and especially gainst the King's trial. He died in 1654, and was also 
the author of som? excelknt Annotations on the Scriptures, and some 
Tracts against William Lilly. 
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the ei&mple of a buay body, bat of a contemplative, a 
barmlesB, an humble and an holy life and conversation. 

The love of that noble Society was expreeeed to him 
many ways ; for, besides fair lodgings that were set apart, 
and newly furnished for him with all neceHBaries, other 
courtesies were also daily added ; indeed so many, and so 
freely, aa if they meant their gratitude should exceed his 
merits : and in this love-strife of desert and liberality, they 
continued for the space of two years, he preaching faith- 
fully and constantly to them, and they liberally requiting 
him. About which time the Emperor of Qermany died, 
and the Palsgrave, who had lately married the Lady Eliza- 
beth, the King's only daughter,' was elected and crowned 
King of Bohemia, the unhappy beginning of many miseries 
in that nation. 

Kii^ James, whose motto — Beati paeifici — did truly 
speak the very thoughts of his heart, endeavoured first to 
prevent, and after to compose, the discords of that discom- 
posed State : and, amongst other his endeavours, did then 
send the Lord Hay,' Earl of Soncaster, his Ambassador to 

' This DDrortiitiate Princeea, from her amiable and engaging mannerB, 
was called " The Queen of Hearts." She was born in Scotland, Ang. 19, 
1996 ; and was married Ut Frederick V. Count Palatini of the lUiine, 
kc. on Valentine's day, Feb. 14th, 1612, on which occasion Dr. Donne 
wrote an Epithalnmium. She left England, April 10th of the same year ; 
and on the death of the Emperor Matthias, March SOtb, 1619, the 
!:ttBte!j of Bohemia rejected bis cousin and adopted son, Ferdinand IL 
Irom being their King, and offered their crown to the husband of Eliia- 
beth. Terdinand, being elected Emperor of Germany, in the following 
Angnst, marched his forces against Frederich, tooli from bim bia Palati- 
nate, and forced him to fly into the Low Conntries. He died of a ferer 
at Menti, Noi. SSth, 1633, and bia Qneen continued at the Hague until 
after the Kestoratioa, when ihe returned to England, with William firat 
Earl of Craven, tn whom it is supposed she was married, and died Feb. 
13lb, 1661. 

' Sir James Bay was bom at Pitcorthie, in Fife, and came with James 
to England in 1603. In Jane 1615, he was made Baron Hay of Saaley, 
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those unsettled Princes ; and, by a special commiuid from 
his Majeetj, Dr. Dorme Tas appointed to assist and attend | 
that enLpIojment to the Princes of the Union ; for which ^ 
the Earl wae most ghid, who had always put a great value 
on him, and taken a great pleasure in his converaation and 
discourse : and his friends at Lincoln's Inn were as glad ; 
for they feared that his immoderate study, and sadness for 
his wife B death, would, as Jacob said, "make hie days few," 
and, respecting his bodify health, " evil " too : and of this 
there were many visible signs. 

At his going, he left Ms friends of Lincoln's Inn,' and 
they him, with many reluotations : for, though he could 
not say as St. Paul to his Ephesians, " Behold, you, to 
whom I have preached the Kingdom of Gtod, shall from 
henceforth see my face no more ; " yet he, beUeving him- 
self to be in a consumption, questioned, and they feared it : 
all concluding that his troubled mind, with the help of his 
unintermitted studies, hastened the decays of his weak body. 

in Yorkshire ; in Jul; 161 S, he went Ambassador to France ; in Miircb 
I6IT, he wu made a Priry Councillor; and in July IGIS, Viscount 
Doncasler. He departed on hia embassy in May 1GI9, and returned in 
the January following : after which, In 1622, he was again sent as 
Ambassador to Franoe, and his services rewarded bj hia being created 
Earl of Carlisle. He died at Whitehall, April 35th, 163G, and was 
baried in St. Paul's. His embafisj to Ferdinand was very costly, but 
entirely useless ; and Itapin doubts if he CTen once saw the Emperor. 
Lord Clarendon has giren a Tery fine portrait of this nobleman; in 
which he states him to have been a person well qualified by his breeding 
in France, and study in humau learning, to entertain the King, and by 
his gracefulness and a&bility to excite a psrticnlar interest in him. He 
was a man of the greatest expense in his own person, and in bis famous 
Aute-Supperg, of any of his time; and after having spent £400,000 re- 
ceived of the crown, he died, leaving UteraLy nothing behind him but 
tJie reputation of a fine gentleman, and an accomplished conrtier. 

' " A Sermon of Valediction at my going into Germany, at Lincoln's 
Inne, April IS, 1619." 

In the margin of the first edition of Donne's lite, there is at the pre- 
ceding sentence reference to Genesis xlvii. 9, 
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But God, who is the God of all wisdom and goodness, 
turned it to the best ; for this employment — to say nothing 
of the event of it — did not only divert him from those too 
serious studies and sad thoughts, but seemed to give him 
a new life, by a true occasion of joy, to be an eye-witness 
of the health of his most dear and most honoured mistress. 



the Queen of Bohemia, in a foreign nation ; and to be a. 
witness of that gladness which she expressed to see bin) : 
who, having formerly known him. a courtier, was much 
joyed to see him in'a canonical habit, and more glad to be 
an ear-witness of his eicellent and powerful preaching,' 

About fourteen months after his departure out of Eng- 
land, he returned to his friends of Lincoln's Inn, with his 

' So highly was be euteemed by the Society, that he was selected to 
[ireich the Senhoa od AscensioQ Day, 1623, at the consacraUon of the 
prewnt Chape], bnilt by Inigo Jones, w. o. 
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sorrowB moderated, and Mb health improved; and there 
betook himself to hia constant course of preaching. 

About a year after his return out of Germany, Dr. 
Carey ' was made Bishop of Exeter, and by hia remftval 
the Deanery of St. Paul's being vacant, the King sent to Dr. 
Donne, and appointed him to attend him at dinner the next , i 
day. When his Majesty was sat down, before he had eat I 
any meat, he said after his pleasant manner, "Dr. Donne, 
I have invited you to dinner ; and, though you sit not 
down with me, yet I will carve to you of a diah that I 
know you love well ; for, knowing you love London, I do 
fiierefore make you Dean of St. Paul's ; and, when I have 
dined, then do you take your beloved dish home to your 
study, say grace there to yourself, and much good may it 
do you." 

Immediately after he came to his Deanery, he employed 
workmen to repair and beautify the Chapel ; sufEering as 
holy David once vowed, " his eyes and temples to take no 
rest, till he had first beautified the house of God." ' 

The next quarter following, when his father- in-law. 
Sir Geoi^e More, — whom time had made a lover and 
admirer of him — came to pay to him the conditioned 
Bum of twenty pounds, he refused to receive it ; and said 
— as good Jacob did, when he heard his heloved son Joseph 
was alive, " ' It is enough ; ' Tou have been kind to me 
and mine : I know your present condition is such as not to 
abound, and I hope mine is, or will be such as not to need 
. it : I will therefore receive no more from you upon that 

' Valentiiie Carey, MMtar of Chrisfa College in Csmbridge, ond 
D»a of St. Paul's, ia atdd to haTS been bom in Northumbertaod, and 
deaoended of the noble ftmily of Hiiu»don. He wm consecrated 
SiAap of Exeter, Hot. leth, 1631, aod he died June 10th, 16S6, and 
was buried in St. Pant's. 

' The first edition of thie life has a reference here to Psalm cxxxii. 
4, 9 ; and in Che next paragraph to Qenesia xlv. 28. 
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contract ; " and in testimoDy of it freel; gave him up hia 
bond. 

Immediately after hia admiBsion into hia Deanery, the 
Vicarage of St. Dunstan in the West,' London, fell to him 
by the death of Dr. White,^ the advowBon of it having 
been given to him long before by his honourable friend 
Bichard Earl of Dorset,' then the patron, and confirmed by 
hia brother the late deceased Edward, both of them men of 
much honour. 

By these, and another ecclesiastical endowment. which 

■ Iza&k Walton was an inhabitant of this pariah, and thus became 
indraately acquainted with Dr. Donne. 

' Dr. Thomas White, bom in Bristol, and entered a Student of Mag- 
dalen Ila]l, Oxford, abont 1S66. He was well known and much 
esteemed aa a preacher, being Minister of St. Gregory's, near St. FatJ's, 
in London, and afterward Itector of St. Duneum's in Fleet Street. In 
1S8S, be was made a. Canon of St. Paul's ; in 1590, Ireasurer of Salis- 
bury ; in 1691, a Canon of CbrUt Cburoh, Oxford; and in 1593, a 
Canon of St. George's, Windsor. His only publications were Sermons { 
but hia charities to Brislol, and to tiion College, London, and his foun- 
dation of a Lecture on Moral I^ilosophy at Oxford, have better pre- 
served his memory. He died March 1st, 1623. 

■ Richard Sackrille, third Earl of Dorset, was bom March 28tb, 
IS89, at the Charter-house in London; and Feb. 2Tth, 1608-9, was 
married to Anne, daughter and beir of the famoasGeorgoCliSbrd, Earl 
of Cumbertsnd, his &ther having died two days before. He died on 
Easter Sandaj, March SBth, 1624 ; and his lady, in a maniucxipt his- 
tory of her life, has given him the character of an amiable man, a 
scholar, a soldier, a courtier, and a gentleman. His brother Edward, 
fourth Earl of Dorset, was born in 1590 ; and baring been accomplished 
both by study and travel, was early distinguished for his eminent 
abilities. In 1613, he was involved in a quarrel with the Lord Bmce, 
which terminated in a duet, when the latter was killed near Antwerp. 
In 1620, he was made a Knight of the Bath, and in 1625, one of the 
chief Commanders sent to assist the King of Bohemia, and Koight of 
the Garter. He adhered to the Royal cause throoghout the Civil Wavs, 
and took the King's murder so much to heart, aa never after to leave his 
dwelling, but died July 17ih, 1652, at Danet Hoiue, in Fleet Street, 
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fell to Mm about the same time, given to him formerly by 
the Earl of £ent,' he was enabled to become charitable to 
the poor, and kind to hia friends, and to make such provision 
for his children, that they were not left ecandalona, as 
relating to their, or hia profession and quality. 

The neit Parliament, which waa within that present year, 
he waa choaen Prolocutor to the Convocation, and about \ 
that time was appointed by hie Majesty, hia most gracious 
master, to preach very mauy occasional Sermons, as at St. 
Paul'a Cross, and other places. All which employments 
he performed to the admiration of the replresentatiye body 
of the whole Clergy of this nation. 

He was once, and but once, clouded with the Eing's 
displeasure, and it was about this time; which waa « 
occasioned by some mahcious whisperer, who had told his \ 
Majesty that Dr. Donne had put on the general btimour 
of the pulpits, and waa become busy in insinuating a fear 
of the Eing's inclining to Popery, and a dislike of his 
government ; and particularly for the King's then taming 
the eveuing Lectures into Catechising, and expounding the 
Prayer of our Lord, and of theBehef, and Commandments. 
His Majesty waa the more inclinable to beheve this, for 
that a person of Kobility and great note, betwixt whom 
and Dr. Donne there had been a great friendship, was at 
this very time discarded the Court — I ahall forbear bis 
name, unless Ihad a fairer occasion — and justly committed 
to prison ; which begot many rumours in the common 
people, who in this nation think they are not wise, unless 
they be busy about what they understand not, and espe- 
dally about religion. 

The King received this newa with so much discontent 

' The Earl of Kent waa Reorj Grej, nintb Earl of hia fomily, who 
married Sliiabetli, seoond daogbwr, and co-heir of Gilbert Talbot, Earl 
of Shrewsbarj' ; and who died without iaaue at his houae in Wliite 
?mn, London, Not. 3i»t, 1639. 
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and Testlessneas, that he touM not sniEer the sun to Bet 
and leave him under this doubt ; but sent for Dr. Donne, 
and required hia answer to the accusation ; which was so 
clear and satisfactory, that the King said, " he was right 
glad he rested no longer under the auBpicion." When the 
King had said this, Doctor Donne tneeled down, and 
thanked hia Majesty, and protested his answer was faithful, 
and free from all collusion', and therefore, " desired that 
he might not rise, till, aa in like cases, he always had from 
Ood, so he might have from his Majesty, some assurance 
that he stood clear and fair in hia opinion." At which 
the King raised bim from his knees with his own hands, 
and " protested he believed him ; and that he knew he 
was an honest man, and doubted not but that he loved 
him truly." And, having thus dismissed him, he called 
some Lords of his Council into hia chamber, and said with 
much eameatness, " My Doctor is an honest man ; and, 
my Lords, I was never better satisfied with an answer than 
he hath now made me ; and I always rejoice when I think 
that by my means he became a Divine." 
He was made Dean in the fiftieth year of his age ; and 
/ in his fifty-fourth year, a dangerous sickness seized him, 
I which indined bim to a conaumption : but Ood, as Job 
thankfully acknowledged, preserved hia apirlt, and kept 
his intellectuals as clear and perfect, as when that sickness 
first seized his body ; but it continued long, and threatened 
him with death, which he dreaded not. 

In this distemper of body, his dear friend. Dr. Henry 
Hing,' — then chief Besidentlary of that church, and late 

' Htflry King wu born in 1591, %X Wornal in Backs, and edDcated 
at WestmiDSter, whence he wm elected a Student of Cbrist-Church, 
Oxford, in 1608. Having taken the degrees in Arts he " became a most 
florid preacher," says W(»d, and sncceiaiYaly Chnplain to James I., 
Areh-Deanin of Cokhester, Beud«itiu7 o! St. PsuI'b, Canon of Cfariit- 
Chorcb, Chaplain to Charles L, Doctor of Divinit;, and Bwn of 
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Bishop of Chichester — a man generally known by the 
Clei^ of this nation, and as generally noted for his 
obliging nature, visited him daily ; and observing that his 
FdcknesB rendered his recovery doubtful, he chose a season- 
able time to speak to bim to this pnrpose. 

" Mr. Dean, I am, by your favour, no stranger to your 
temporal estate, and you are no stranger to the offer 
lately made us, for the renewing a lease of the best 
Prebend's corps belonging to our church ; and you know 
'twas denied, for that our tenant being very rich, offered 
to fine at so low a rate as held not proportion with bis 
advantages : but I will either raise him to an higher sum, 
or procure that the other Besidentiaries shall join to 
accept of what was offered ; one of these, I can and will 
by your favour do without delay, and without any trouble 
either to your body or mind : I beseech you to accept of 
my offer, for I know it will be a considerable addition tO' 
your present estate, which I know needs it." 

To this, after a short patLse, and raising himself upon 
his bed, he made this reply : 

" My most dear friend, I most humbly thank you for 
your many favours, and this in particular ; but in my 
present condition I shall not accept of your proposal ; for 
doubtless there is such a sin as sacrilege ; if there vere 
not, it could not have a name in scripture : and the primi- 
tive clergy were watchful against aJl appearances of that 
ffvil ; and indeed then all christians looked upon it with 
horror and detestation, judgii^ it to be even an open 
defiance of the power and providence of Almighty God, 
and a sad presage of a declining religion. But instead of 

Bocheater, from which he wis ikdranced (o the Biihopric of Chichester 
in 1641, which he held till the time of his death in 1689. He turned 
the Pnlme into verse (12nio, 1651, and 16S4), bnD|> disf^Bted with the 
old tranalKtioTi, and pablished in 1657 a amall rolmne of " Foemg, 
Blagies, Paradoses, and Sonnet*." i 



D.3l.za..y Google 



52 TEE LIFE OF 

anch christians, wlio had selected tim«B set apart to fast 
and pray to God, for a pious clei^, which they then did 
obey, our times abound Trith men that are busy and 
litigious about trifles and church-ceremonies, and yet so far 
from scrupling sacril^e, that they make not bo much as a 
qutere what it is : but I thank God I have ; and dare not 
now upon my sick bed, when Almighty God hath made 
me uBclesB to the service of the church, make any advan- ' 
tages out of it. But if he shall agam restore me to such a 
degree of health, as again to serve at his alt&r, I shall 
then gladly take the reward which the bountiful benefactors 
of this church have deseed me; .for God knows my 
children and relations will need it. In which number, my 
mother, — whose credulity and charity has contracted a very 
plentiful to a very narrow estate — must not be forgotten. 
But Dr. King, if I recover not, that little worldly estate 
that I shall leave behind me — that very little, when 
divided into e^ht parts — must, if you deny me not so 
charitable a favour, fall into your hands, as my most faith- 
ful friend aad executor ; of whose care and justice I make 
no more doubt, than of God's blessing, on that which I 
liave conscientiously collected for them ; but it shall not 
be augmented on my sick-bed ; and this I declare to be 
any unalterable resolution." 

The reply to this was only a promise to observe hia 



Within a few days his distempers abated ; and as his 
strength increased, so did his thankfulness to Almighty 
God, testified in hia most excellent Book of Devotions, 
l^hich he published at his recovery ; in which the reader 

■ The acoiHiDt of BialK^ Eing'B offer to Dr. Donne, firom the wordi, 
" In thia distemper," to " observe hii reqaest," w«s not inierted until the 
■econd edition of this life. In the first edition the following scriptnra] 
lefbrences «ppe*r on the margin : Oenetis xii. 7, 8; xxriii. 18; 1 Co> 
nntliiaDB xt. 31 ; Job xxx. IS ; rli, 3. 
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may see the most secret thoughts that then possessed his 
sotil, paraphrSiSed sjid mside public : a hook, that may not 
unfitly be called a Sacred Picture of Spiritual Ecstasies, 
occasioned and appliahle to the emergendes of that sick- 
ness; which book, being a composition of Meditations, 
Dieqaisitions, and Prayers, he writ on his aick-bed ; herein 
imitating the holy Patriarchs, who were wont to build 
their altars in that place where they had received their 
blessings. 

This sickness brought him so near to the gates of death, 
and he saw the grave so ready to devour him, that ho 
would often say, Ms recovery was supernatural; but that 
Oroi that then restored his health, continued it to hi-m till 
the fifty-ninth year of his life : and then, in Ai^uat 1630, \ 
being with his eldest daughter, Mrs. Harvey, at Abury 1 
Hatch, in Essex, he there fell into a fever, which, with the \ 
help of his constant infirmity — vapours from the spleen — ■ 
hastened him into so visible a consumption, that his be- 
holders might say, as St. Paul of himself, "He dies daily;" 
and he might say with Job, " My welfare passeth away as 
a cloud, the days of my affliction havo taken hold of me, 
and weary nights are appointed for me." 

Eeader, this sickness continued long, not only weaken- 
ing, but wearying Mm so much, that my desire is, he may 
now take some rest ; and that before I apeak of Ms death, 
thou wilt not tMnk it an impertinent d^ession to look 
back with me upon sonLO observations of Ms life, wMch, 
whilst a gentle slumber gives rest to Ms spirits, may, I 
hope, not tmfitly exercise thy consideration. 

His marri^e was the remarkable error of Ms life ; an 
error, wMch, though he had a wit able and very apt to 
maintain paradoxes, yet he was very far from justifying it; 
and though Ms wife's competent years, and other reaeons, 
might be justly urged to moderate severe censures, yet he 
would occasionally condemn himself for it : and doubtless 
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it had been attended with an heavy repentanoe, if God had 
not hleesed them with so mutual and cordial affections, as 
in the midst of their sufferinga made their bread of sorrow 
taste more pleasantly, than the banquets of dull and low- 
spirited people. 

The recreations of hia youth were poetry, in which he was 
so happy, as if nature and all her Tarietiee had been made 
only to exercise his sharp wit and high fancy ; and in those 
pieces which were facetiously composed and careleBsly scat- 
tered, — most of them being written before the twentieth 
I year of his a^ — it may appear by his choice metaphors, 
that both nature and all the arts joined to assist him with 
their utmost skill. 

It is a truth, that in his penitential years', viewing some 
of those pieces that had been loosely — God k nows, too, 
loosely — scattered in his youth, he wish^ they had been 
' abortive, or so short-lived that his own eyes had witnessed 
/ iheir funerals : but, though he was no friend to them, he 
, ^ was not .HO fallen out with heavenly poetry, as to f orsali e 
that ; no, not in his declinii^ a^ ; witnessed then by many 
divine Sonnets, and other high, holy, and harmonious com- 
. poBures. Tea, even on his former sick-bed he wrote this 
heavenly Hymn, expr^sing the great joy that then pos- 
sessed his soul, in the assurance of God's favour to him 
when he composed it : 

AN HYMN 

TO QOQ THE FATHER. 

WiU thou forgive thai tin where I begun, 

Which wot my gin, though it were done before ? 

WHt thou forgive thai gin through which I run. 
And do run riHl, tho^h «tiU I do depftn-e ? 

When thou haet dons, thou hatt not done, 

For I have more. 
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Wiit thou forgive that ein, which I have won 

Oihert to nn, and mad» my mn their door ? 
WiU thou forgive that tin which I did akun 

A year or two ; — but waliov^d in a eeore f 
When thou hagt done, (hou hasi not done. 

For I have more. 
I have a tin of fear, thai when Tve «pwn ^^ 

3fy Ia«^ thread, I ghaU perish on the thore ; 
Bid »wear by thyeelf, that at my death thy Son 

Shall shine as he shines now, and heretofore ; 
And haviri^ done that, thou host done, 

I fear no more. 

I haTe thetrather mentioaed thie Hymn, for that he i 
caused it to be aet to a most grave and aolernn tuae, and to | 
be often eung to the organ bj the GhoristerB of St. Paul's 
Cburcb, in his own hearing; especially at the Sreniug 
Service ; and at hia return from his custoniary devotions 
in that place, did occasionally eaj to a, friend, " the words 
of this Hjmn have restored to me the same thoughts of j oy 
that possessed my soul in my sickness, when I composed 
it. And, O the power of church-music ! that harmony 
added to this Hymn has raised the affections of my heart, 
and quickened my graces of zeal and gratitude ; and I ob- 
serve that I always return from paying this public duty of 
prayer and praise to Qod, with an unexpressible tranquillity 
of mind, and a willingness to leave the world." 

After this manner did the Disciples of our Saviour, and 
the best of Christians in those ages of the Church nearest 
to his time, offer their praises to Almighty God. And the 
reader of St. Augustine's ' life may there find, that towards 

' St. AuguiCine died ittKr the Goths and Vandals bad wi(h great 
cmeltj and slangbler, OTer-nm the greatest fart of his native country 
of Africa ; in which only three cities of any eminencu were preserved 
from their fury. Hippo, his own city, heing one, thongh it was besie^ 
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IiiB disBolutioii he wept alsundantly, tliat the enemies of 
Chriatianity had broke in upon them, and profaned and 
mined their Sajictuaiies, and because their Public Hymns 
and Lauds were lost out of their Churches. And after 
this manner hare many devout souls lifted up their hands 
and offered acceptable sacrifices unto Almighty Gbd, where 
Dr. Donne offered his, and now lies buried. 

But now. Oh Lord ! how is that place become 1656. 
desolate ! * 

Before I proceed further, I think fit to inform the 
Beader, that not long before his death he caused to be 
drawn a fi^re of the body of Christ extended upon an 
Andtor, like those which painters draw, when they would 
present us with the picture of Christ criicified on the 
Cross : his Taryiug no otherwise, than to affix him not to a 
Cross, but to an Anchor — the emblem of Hope ; — ^this he 
caused to be drawn in little, and then many of those figures 
thus drawn to be engraren very small in Heliotropium ' 
b; Ihem for fimrteea months. According tnhis prayer, he waa dplivered 
oatof their hands bj the mercy of Grod, who look hira to himaelf diuing 
Ihe liege. 

* Bj the Totes of both Honaes, passed in the Long Parliament, Sept. 
lOth, 11th, 1643, for the abolishing of Bishops, Beans, and Chapters, 
" the verj fonndation of thin famous Cathedral," saj^ Sir William Dog- 
dale, "waa ntterly sbaksn in pieces." In the following year, the 
famous Cross in the Church-yard, which had been for msny ages the 
most noted and solemn plaoe for the graiest Dirines and greatest 
scholan to preach at, was palled down to the groand : the stalls in the 
choir were taken away, as also part of the patement torn up, and the' 
nunnments demolished nr defaced. Ilie 8caCE>lda erected for repair of 
the Church were given to the soldiers, who dag pits in sereral places in 
the labric, for sawing np tba timber ; eren where some rererend Bishops 
and other persons of qaality lay inierred ; and afterwards the body of 
the Church waa frequently converted into a horse-quarter tbr soldiera, 
thongb a part of tbe ohoir waa aeparated by a brick wall as a preaching 
place, the entrance to which waa at the uppermost window on tbe norfll 
side eastwards. 

■ The gem named Heliotropinm by the ancients is sappoaed to be 
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stoues, and set in gold ; and of these lie sent to many of i 
bis deareet friends, to be used as seals, or rings, and kept f 
as memorials of him, and of hie affection to them. 

His dear friends and benefactors, Sir Henry Goodier,' ' 
and Sir Bobert Drewry, could not be of that number ; nor 
conld the Lady Magdalen Herbert,' the mother of Georga 

the modern bloodahine. An engraTing of ibia sigDet-ring is given IQ 
page 59. 

' The SOD and heir of Sir William Goodier, of Monkskirb?, in 
Warwickshire, Knight, Gentleman of the Privy Chamber to King 
James I. He once eiyojed, in micceasion, the Manor of Baginton, in 
the above count;; but not being so fortunale in estate, byfollowmg the 
Court, be alienated the Lordship to his* brother-in-law, Hit flenry 
Bainsford, of Clilford, in G loncestershire. He married his cooBin 
Frances, the daughter of Sir Ec^nry Goodier, a great supporter of, and 
euBerer for, Mary Queen of Scotland ; and he left four daughters, of 
whom Lucy, the eldext, was married to Sir iTracids Nethersole, and 
Weever, in his Ancient Funerall Monuments, gives this epitaph to hia 
memory ; 

" An ill yiare of a Goodyer vs bereft. 
Who, gon to God, miich lacke of Aim here UfC ; 
Fall of good g\fU, of body and ofiainde, 
Wi»e, coTnely, learned, elofueHl, and kinds." 

^ Lady Magdalen Herbert, was the daughter of Sir Ricbard Newport, 
and Margaret, yonngest daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Bromley, 
one of the Privy Council, and Execator tu Henry VIII. She wm 
married to Bichard Herbert, Esq., and was the mother of George 
Herbert, in whose life Walton dilates on her character, and Edward 
Lord Herbert, of Cherbury. She aurvired her husband, who died in 
lSt>7, and, says tbe latter of her sons, " gave rare testimonies of an in- 
conparable piety to God, and love to her children : as being most assi- 
duous and devOQt in her daily, both public and private, prayers ; and 
so carafal to provide for her posterity, that though it were in her power 
to give her estate, which was very great, to whom she would, yet she 
con^oed still unmarried, after she lived most vLrtuoualj and Vo^io^f 
with her husband. She, after liis death, erected a fair monument for 
him in Montgomery Church, brought up her children carefully, and put 
them in good courses for making their fortunes ; and briefly was that 
woman Dr. Donne hath described her, in his Funeral Sermou of her 
printed." She died, July 11th, 1627, and was buried at Chelsea. 
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Herbert, for they had put ofi mortality, and taken poeaea- 
^n of the grave before him : but Sir Henry Wottoa, and 
Dr. Hall,' the then lat« deceased Bishop of Norwich, were ; 
and so were Dr. Duppa,' Bishop of Salisbxiry, and Dr. 
Henry Eing, Bishop of Chichester — lately deceased — ^men, 
in irhom there was such a commixture of general Learning, 
of natural Eloquence, and Christian Humility, that they 

' Joseph Hall was bom »t Briston Park, in the County ofLeioester, 
1974, and having received a ecbool education at his native place, was 
■ent at the ag:e of 15 to Emanuel College, Cambridge, irhere he was 
distioguiahed as a wit, a poet, and a rheiorician. In 1612 he took the 
d^ree of D.D., waa pre8«ni«d to the Deaner; of Worcester in 1616 ; 
promoted to the see of Exeter in 1627 ; and in 1641 translated to 
Norwich, A few weeks afterwards, he wM sent to the Tower with 
twelve other Prelates, for protesting i^ainit an/ Laws passed in Parlia- 
ment daring their fbrced absence from the House, and be was not re- 
leased until June, 1642. He suffered much From the Puritana daring 
the following year, they plundered his house, despoiled faia Cathedral, 
sequestered his estate, and reduced him 10 povertj, though he still con- 
tinued to preach occasionally. He died at Higham, near Norwich, 
Sept. 8th, I65G. Id the opening lines of bis " Virgidemiarum," he 
claimed to be the Grst English writer of satires :~ 

" IJirtt advattvre, foUoio mt leho list, 

And be the tecond Englieh Satirist." 
But be had been preceded by Donne. Hall's satires were published in 
1597, aud K^eax not to have been written earlier than 1S96 ; whereas 
« MS. in the British Museum (6110) of " Ihon Dunue his satire*," is 
dated 1593. 

' Dr. &7Bn Duppa was born at Lewisham, March 10th, 1588, and 
educated at Westminster, whence he was elected to Christ Cbarcb, 
Oxford, in leos. In 163S he wM sfipolnied Tnlor (o Prince Charlea 
and the Duke t>f York, and about the same time was made Bishop of 
Chichrater, wbence he wa« translated to Salisbury in 1641. He attended 
Charles I. in the Isle of Wight, and is supposed to have assisted in 
writing the Eikon Basilike. After remaining with the King till hia 
martyrdom, he lived in retirement at Richmond until the Bestoration, 
when be was made Bishop of Wincbesler, and Lord Aimouer. He died 
at Bicbroond, March S6th, 1662 ; when he was visited by Charlea II. 
who received bis last benedictioD kneeling. 
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deserve a commemoratioiL hj a pen equal to their own, 
which none have exceeded. 

And in thia enumeration of Mb friends, though man^ 
must be omitted, yet that man of primitiTe piety, Mr. 
Oeoi^ Herbert, may not ; I mean that Qooi^ Herbert, 
who was the author of " The Temple, or Sacred Poems and 
Ejaculations." A book, in which by declariog his own 
spiritual conflicts, he hath comforted and raised many a 
dejected and discomposed soul, and charmed them into 
sweet and quiet thoughts ; a book, by the frequent read- 
ing whereof, and the assistance of that Spirit that seemed 
to inspire the Author, the £eader may attain habits of 
Peace and Piety, and all the gifts of the Holy Qhost and 
B^ven : and may, by still reading, still keep those sacred 
fires burning upon the altar of so pure a heart, as shall 
free it from the anxieties of this world, and keep it fixed 
upon things that are above. Betwixt this Q«orge Herbert 
and Dr. Donne, there was a long and dear friendship, made 
up by such a sympathy of inclinations, that they coveted 
and joyed to be in each other's company ; and this happy 
friendship was still maintained by many sacred endear- 
ments; of which that which foUoweth may be some 
testimony. 

TO me: aEOBGE HEKBEET ; 

8BHT HIM WITH ONE OF SIT SEAI.B OF THE ANOHOK AMD 
CHBIBT. 

J. Sheaf of Snakeg ueed heretofore to 
he my Seal, which is the Great of 
our poor family. 

Qui pritiB assuetus serpentum falce tabellas 

Signare, luec nostne aymbola parva dom&s, 
Adscitus domui Domini 
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Adopted in Qod^s/amUy, and so 

My old coat loH, into new Arms I go. 

The GroBB, my 3eal in Baptiem, tpread helow. 

Does hy that form into an Anchor grow. 

Croseet grow Anchors, bewr as thou shouldei do 

Thy Cross, and that Cross grows an Anchor too. 

Bid he thai makes our Crosses Anchors thus. 

Is Christ, who there is erueijied for vs. 

Yet with this I may my first Serjaents hold ; — 

Qod gives new blessings, and yet leaves the old — 

The Serpent, may, as wise, my pattern he ; 

My poison, as he feeds on dust, that's me. 

And, as he rounds the earth to m,urder, snre 

Se is my death ; but on the Cross, my cure. 

Crucify nature then ; and then implore 

AU grace from him, crucified tkav before. 

When aU is Croeg, and that CrosB Anchor grown 

This Seal's a Catechism, not a Sealaione. 

Under that tittte Seal great gifts I send, 

Both works and pray'ra, pawns and fruits of a friend. 

! may that Saint that rides on our Great Seal, 

To you that bear his name, large lonnty deal. 

John DomiK, 



IN SA.CBAM A.HCHOBAM PI8CATORIS 

CTEOBGE HEBBEBT. 

Qu6d Crux nequibat fixa clavique additi, — 
Tenere OhriBtum scilicet ne aacenderet, 

Tui7e Christum 

Although the Cross could not here Christ detain. 
When naiTd unto't, but he ascends again ; 
Nor yet thy eloquence here keep him stiU, 
But only whiist thou, apeaj^st — this Anchor wiU ; 
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Nor canet thou he conteTU, tmleas thou to 

Tkie certain Anchor add a Seal ; <md so 

The water and the eaxth both unto thee 

So owe the tymbol of their certainty. 

Let the world reel, we and all our's stand gwre. 

This holy eahle'g from aU gtonne aecwre. 

6gob(}e Hebbebt. 

I return to t«ll the reader, that, tesides these Terses to 
liiB dear Mr. Herbert, and that Hjinn that I mentioned to 
be aung in the choir of 9t. Paul's Church, he did also 
shorten and tegiiile man; sad hours hj composing other 
Bacred ditties; and he writ an Hymn on his death-bed, 
trbich bears this title : 



AN HTMN TO GOD, MY GOD, IN MT SICKNESS. 
March 23, 1630. 

Since I am coming to that holy room, 

Where, wUh thy Choir of Saints, for evermore 

I »haU be made thy m,usic, as I come 
I time my inttrument here at the door. 
And, what I nvast do then, think here before. 

Since my Fhysiciams by their lovet are ffrown 
Co»mogrwphers ; and I their map, who lye 
Flat on tkie bed 

So, in hit pwijile wrapt, receive my Lord ! 
By these hit thorns, ffive me his other Crown : 

And, as to other fouU I preach' d thy word. 
Be tkit m/y text, my sermon to mine own, 
" Thai he may raise ; therefore the Lord throws down."'* 

- ' In the first editioii of Donne's Life, the ptasages oontaiued between 
"Iftar no more" ukd tba title of this Hymn, together with the Tenei of 
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If these fall under the censure of a soul, whose too much 
mixture with earth makes it unfit to judge of these high 
raptures and illuminations, let him know, that many holy 
and devout men hare thought the houI of Pnidentius' to 
be most refined, when, not many days before his death, 
"he charged it to present his Ood each morning and 
evening with a new and spiritual song ; " justified by the 
example of King David and the good King Eezekiah, who, 
upon the renovation of his years paid his thankful vows to 
Almighty Q-od in a royal hymn, which he concludes in these 
words; "The Lord was ready to save; therefore I will 
sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of 
my life in the Temple of my God." 

The latter part of his life may be said to be a continued 
study; for as he usually preached once a week, if not 
oftener, so after his Sermon he never gave his eyes rest, 
till he had chosen out a new Text, and that night cast his 
Sermon into a form, and his Text into divisions ; and the 
next day betook himself to consult the Fathers, and so 
commit his meditations to his memory, which was excel- 
lent. But upon Saturday he usually gave himself and his 
[ mind a rest from the weary burthen of his week's medita- 
tions, and usually spent that day in visitation of friends, 
or some other diversions of his thoughts ; and would say, 
" that he gave both his body and mind that refreshment, 
that he might be enabled to do the work of the day follow- 
ing, not faintly, but with courage and cheerfulness." 

Nor was his age only so industrious, but in the most 
the H;inn, irecean)itl«d; bnt they were interted ia tbe seuond edidoD, 
with the exception of tbe Utter TerBes. 

1 Clemeni Anrelios FradeDtins, a Christian Foet, born in 8p«i)), in 
the Tear 348. He was brought np to the Law, of which he became a 
Judge ; but he waa aim a soldier, and enjoyed an office of rank in the 
Court of the Emperor Honorina. His verses were not written until he 
was advanced in Tears ; and OTraldns observes, mdior omnine Cluvti. 
OHM nt gnim Poeia. 
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unsettled days of his youth, hia bed wa« not able to detain I 
him bejond the hour of four in the morning ; and it waa 
no common buainesB that drew him out ot his chamber till 
past ten ; all which time was employed in study ; though 
he took great hberty after it. And if this seem strange, 
it may g^n a behef by the visible fruits of his labours ; 
some of which remain as testimonies of what is here 
written : for he left the resultance of 1400 Authors, most ( 
of them abridged and analysed with his own hand : he lefc 
also six score of his Sermons, all written with his own band ; 
also an exact and laborious Treatise concerning self-murder, 
called BiathanatoB ; ' wherein all the Laws violated by that 
act are diligently surveyed, and judiciously censured: a 
Treatise vnitten in hia younger days, which alone might 
declare Tiiiri then not only perfect in the Civil and Canon 
Law, but in many other such studies and arguments, as 
enter not into the consideration of many that labour to be 
thought great clerks, and pretend to know all things. 

Nor were these only found in his study, but all busi- 
nesses that passed of aay public consequence, either in this 
or any of our neighbaur-nations, he abbreviated either in 
Latin, or in tlie language of that nation, and kept them by 
bJTn for useful memorials. So he did the copies of divers 
Letters and Cases of Conscience that had concerned his 
friends, with his observations and solutions of them ; and 
diTers other buainesseB of importance, all particularly and 
methodically digested by himself. 

He did prepare to leave the world before life left him ; 
TpaVing hig Will wheu no faculty of his soul was damped 
or made defective by pain or sickneas, or he siirprised by a 

' The orfginal Mannscript is sow in the BodleUa libnu^ at Oxford, 
having bsen presented to it in 1643, b7 Sir Edward Herbert, 10 whom 
Dr. Donne gure it with a dedicatory letter i it wag published by the 
■ntbor's eon in 1 644. The account of Dr. Donne's arrangement of hia 
SeiBMHis, was not ineerted until the second edition of his Life. 
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sudden apprehension of death r but it was made with 
mature deliberation, expressing himself an impartial father, 
by maldng his children's portions equal ; and a lover of 
hia friends, whom he remembered with legacies fitly and 
discreetly chosen and bequeathed. I cannot forbear a 
nomination of some of them ; for methinks they be per- 
sons that aeem to challenge a recordation in this place ; as 
namely, to his brother-in-law, Sir Thomas Q^rimee, he gave 



A that striking clock, which he had long worn in his pocket ; 

I to hie dear friend and executor, Dr. King, — late Bishop of 

Chichester — ^that Model of Gold of the Synod of Dort," with 

* This famous national Convocation was made to examine into certain 
doctrioM of Anniuius, which were dispnled in Holiand. It met M Bort, 
Not. 13tb, 1618, and the Stateg General allowed 100,000 francs for its 
ex.peiues. The States General directed a gold medal to be atrnck in 
oammemoration of the Synod. On one side is represented the Assembly 
of the Synod, with this in»cription,"A8SERTA RELIGIOHE." On 
the reverse, a mounCun, on the sommit of which ia a ten^le, to whi<di 
men are aacending; along a very steep path. The four winds ufl blow< 
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which the States pre8ent«d him at his last being at the 
Hiigue ; and the two pictures of Padre Paolo and Ful- 
gentio,' men of his auquaintanoe when he travelled Italy, 
and of great note in that nation for their remarkable learn- 
ing. — To his ancient friend Dr. Brook, — that married him 
— Master of Trinity College in Cambridge, he gave the 
picture of the Blessed Tirgln and Joseph. — To Dr. Winniff 



ing with great violence against the iDoantsiD. Above ttie temple ii 
written the word JEtlOVAU, in Hebrew characters. The inscription 
is"ERUMT [IT MONS 8I0N. CIODCXIX." These winds are in- 
leaded (« represent those who at that time much disturbed tlie tranquil- 
Ulj of the church. 

' Paul Sarpi, commonly called Father Paul, was bom at Venice, 
Aug. 14t!i, 1552, and was a member of the Order of Servites. Although 
he is said to hare been a pattern of humility, he was an excellent Divine, 
Mathematician, and Natural Philosopher; and to him are Bttribated 
several discoveries in AnalAm;. Being made Procurator General of hie 
Order, he resided at Rome, leaving his property in the hands of a person 
who abused his trust, and virho, to avoid detection, advised Paolo to re- 
main in Rome for the sake of promotion. His answer was, that he held 
the dignities of that Court in abomination ; and the letter containing th» 
passage being betrayed to the Pope, Paolo was regarded as a heretic. 
His eierDiona on behalf of Venice, caused him to be cited lo Rome, and 
sftor the Pope and the Venetian Slates were reconciled, the defenders of" 
the latter were marked as objects of vengeance, on whicb account, his. 
life was Bttempted in 1607. His ^mous History of the Conncil of .Trent 
was written in the seclusion to whicb he then retired, and he died Jan. 
I4th, 1623. 

M. Fulgentio, was a Minorite, and the friend and Biographer of 
Father Paul, bis Life of him was published in English, in 1691, 8to. 
He was celebrated for tbe dignity and freedom with which he preached 
the pare Word of Ood ; and Pope Paul V. said of his Discourses, " He 
has iddecd some giiod Sermons, bat bad ones withal : be stands loo mach 
npoD Scripture, which is a book that if any man will keep close to, he 
will qaite ruin the Catholic fsith." Father Fulgentto had written in the 
Venetian controversy against tbe Pope, bat was induced by the Nnncio 
to visit Rome, on promise of safe conduct. He was at first received 
with fevonr, and even with festivity, but he was afterwards homed in the 
field of Hora. 
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who succeeded him in the Deanery — he gave a picture 
called the Skeleton. — To the aucceedii^ Dean, who was not 
then known, he gave numy neeeeiBariea of worth, and useful 
for his house ; and also aereral pictures and omameuts for 
the Chapel, with a desire that they might be registered, 
and remain as a legacy to his succesBors. — To the Earls of 
Dorset and Carlisle he gave several pictiirea ; and so he 
did to many other friends ; legacies, given rather to express 
his afiection, than to make any addition to their estates : 
hut unto the poor he was full of charity, and unto many 
others, who, by -his constant and long continued bounty, 
might entitle themselTes to be his alms-people: for all 
these he made proTision, and so largely, as, having then 
six children living, might to some appear more than pro- 
portionable to his estate. I forbear to mention any more, 
lest the Header may think I trespass upon his patience : 
but I will bog his favour, to present him with the begin- 
ning and end of his Will. 

" In the name of the blessed and glorious Trinity, Amen, 
I John Donne, by the mercy of Christ Jesus, and 1:^ the 
calling of the Church of England, Priest, being at this 
time in good health and perfect understanding, — praised 
be God therefore — do hereby make my last Will and Tes- 
tament in manner and form following. 

" FirH, I give my gracious God an entire sacrifice of body 
and soul, with my Ttwri hMiable thanks for that amurance 
which hie hleseed Spirit imprints in me now of the Saivaiion 
of the one, and the Resurrection of the other ; and for tliat 
constant oind cheerfvi reeoluticn, which the same spirit hath 
egtdblished in me, to live and die in the Religion now^o- 
fessed in the Ghureh of England. In expectation of that 
ResurrecHon, I desire my body may be frumd — in the miOst 
private mannw that may be — in thai place of St. PawTa 
Chwrch, London, that the now Resid^ntitiries have at m.y 
request designed for that purpose, &e. — And this my laat 
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Wilt and Teitament, made in the fear of God, — whote mercy 
J kumbhf heg, and conetantly rely wpon in Jesus Christ— and 
in perfect love and charity mith all the world — whose pardon 
I aik, from the loreest of my servants, to the highest of my 
si^eriort — written all with my own hand, and my name svh- 
scribed to every page, of whi^h th^-e are five in «itm&er.' 
" Sealed December 13, 1630." 

Sot -was tMe blessed sacrifice of Charity expressed only 
at his death, but in his life also, by a cheerful and frequent 
visitation of any friend whose mind was dejected, or hie 
fortune necessitous ; he was inquisitive after the wants ofv 
prisoners, and redeemed many from prison, that lay for^ 
their fees or small debts : he was a continual giver to 
poor scholars, both of this and foreign nations. Besides 
what he gave with his own hand, he usually sent a servant, 
or a discreet and trusty friend, to distribute his charity to 
all the Prisons in London, at all the festival times of the 
year, especially at the Birth and Besurrection of our 
Saviour. He gave an hundred pounds at one time to an 
old friend, whom ha had known live plentifully, and by a 
too liberal heart and carelessness became decayed in his 
estate ; and when the receiving of it was denied, by the 
gentleman's saying, " He wanted not ; " — for the reader 
may note, that as there be some spirits so generous as to 
labonr to conceal and endure a sad poverty, rather than 
expose themselves to those blushes that attend the confes- 
sion of it ; so there be others, to whom Nature and Grace 
. have afforded such sweet and compaBsionate souls, as to 
pity and prevent the distresses of mankind ; — which I have 
mentioned because of Dr. Donne's reply, whose answer was ; 
"I know you want not what will sustain nature; for a 

' The commencement and canclusioD of Dr. Donne's Will were not 
jnwrled antil the secuiid edition of bis Lite ; SB well »8 the account of 
fail friend who had fBlleu into embarrasaed ci 
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little will do that ; but my desire )b, that you, who in the 
days of your plenty have cheered and raised the hearts of 
BO many of your dejected friends, would now receive this 
from me, and use it as a cordial for the cheering of your 
own : " and upon these terms it was received. He was an 
happy reconciler of many differences in the f amiliee of his 
friends and kindred, — which he never undertook faintly; 
for such undertaldnga have usually faint effects — and they 
had such a faith in his juc^ment and impartiality, that he 
never advised them to any thing in vain. He was, even 
to her death, a most dutiful son to his Mother, careful to 
provide for her supportation, of which she had been desti- 
tute, but that God raised him up to prevent her necessi- 
ties; who having sucked in the rel^ion of the Boman 
Church with the mother's milk, spent her estate in foreign 
countries, to enjoy a Uberty in it, and died in his house but 
three months before him. 

And to the end it may appear how just a steward he 
was of his Lord and Master's revenue, I have thought fit 
to let the reader know, that after hie entrance into his 
Deanery, as he numbered his years; he, at the foot of a 
private account, to which G-od and his Angels were only 
witnesses with him, — computed first his revenue, then what 
was given to the poor, and other pious uses ; and lastly, 
what rested for bim and his; and having done that, he 
then blessed ea^h year's poor remainder with a thankful 
prayer ; which, for that they discover a morethan common 
devotion, the Beader shall partake some of them in his own 
words: 

So aU is that remains this year— [1624-5] 

Deo Opt. Max. henigno largiiori, a me, et ab iia quibug hese 
i me reeervantur, Gloria et gratia in ceiemwm. Ainen. 

TBAB8I.4TBD THUS. 

To God all Good, all'Great, the benevolent Bestower, by 



D.3l.za..y Google 



on. JOHN DONNE. 69 

me and by them, for whom, by me, these sums are laid up, 
be glory and grace ascribed for ever. Amen. 

So that this year, [1626] Ood hath blessed me and mine 
with: — 

Multiplicata sunt ewper nos mUericordim iucB, Domine. 

Tkanblated thus. 
Thy mercies, Oh Lord ! are multiplied upon us. 

Da, Domine, vi qua ex immensd honitate tud ndnt elargiri 
dignatus eia, in q')iorumcujK[ue manui devenerint, in iva/m 
gemper cedavi gloriam. Amen. 

Tkakblated TEira. 

G-rant, Oh Iiord ! that what out of thine infinite bounty 

Thou hast vouchsafed to laTish upon us, into whosoever 

hands it may devolve, may always be improved to thy 

glory. Amen. 

In fine horma »ex annorwm manet: [1628-9] 

Quid habeo quod non accept a Domino ? Jjargitwr etiam 
vt quce largUug est eua iterum fiant, bono eorum wsu; ut 
quemadmodum nee offi,ciit hujut m/wndi, nee loci in quo me 
^osuit diffnitati, nee gervis, nee egenis, in toto hujus anni 
currieulo mihi conaeius gwm wie defuigge ; ita et l'U>eri, quibus 
qiKB gvptreunt, nvperaunt, grata animo ea aeeipianl, et hene- 
Jicrnn authorem recognoseant. Ammi. 

TKAtrSLiTED THUS. 

At the end of these six years remains : — 
, What have I, which I have not received from the Lord ? 
He bestows, also, to the intent that what he hath bestowed 
may revert to TTim by the proper use of it : that, as I have 
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not con^cionsly been wanting to myself during the -whole 
oonrse of the past year, either in dischar^ng my secular 
duties, in retaining the dignity of my station, or in my con- 
duct towards my servants and the poor, — so my children for 
whom remains whatever is remaining, may receive it with 
gratitude, and acknowledge the beneficent Giver. Amen. 

But I return from my long digreBsion. 

We left the Author sick in Essex, where he was forced 
to spend much of that "Wmter, by reason of his disability 
to remove from that place ; and having never, for almost 
twenty years, omitted his personal attendance on his Majesty 
in that month, in which he was to attend and preach to 
him ; nor having ever been left out of the roll and number 
of Lent Preachers, and there being then — ^in January, 1630,' 
— a report brought to London, or raised there, that I>r. 
Donne was dead ; that report gave him occasion to write 
the followiog letter to a dear friend : 

" air. 
" Thig advajUage you and my other friendi have by my 
frequent fevere, thai I otr. so tnuch the ofieaer at the gates of 
Heaven ; and this advantage by the golitude and eloee im- 
prUowmeni that they reduce tne to after, that I am so much 
the oftener at my prayers, in which I shall n«ver leave out 
your happiness ; and I dovhi not, arniong his other blessings, 
Qod will add some one to you for my prayers. Ama,nv>ould 
ahnost be content to die, — if there were no other benefit in 
death, — to hear of bo much sorrow, and so much good teeti- 
mowy from, good men, as I, — Qod be blessed for it — did iipon 
the report of my death : yet I perceive it went not through 
ali ; for one writ to ww, thai some, — and he said of my 
friends, — conceived I was not so HI as I pretended, but with- 
drew myself to live at ease, discharged of preaching. It 
it on unfriendly, and, Qod hnowe, an ill-grounded inierpre~ 
> leSl, moderD Bt;le. 
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tation ; for I have alwaye been gorrUr when I i^ovid not 
preath, than any could he they ecnUd not hear me. It hAh 
been my detire, and Qod may he pleased to grant it, that I \ 
might die in the pulpit ; if not that, yet thai I might (ate 
my death in the pulpit ; that it, di« the looner by occasion of 
those Idbowre. Sir, I hope to see yov, presenOy after Candle- 
mat ; about \ehich time laUl fall my Lent Sermon at Court, 
except iny Lord Chamberlain believe me to be dead, and so 
leave me out of the roll : but at long as I live, and am not 
speechless, I would not wUlingly decline that »ervice. I h^re 
better leisure to write, than yon to read ; yet I would not 
willingly oppress you with too much letter. Qod so blest you 
and your ton, as I 'with to 

Yowr poor friend, aaid Servant 
In Chritt Jesus, 

J, Doiririi." 

Before that month ended, he was appointed to preach 
upon hie old constant da^, the first Friday in Lent ; he 
had notice of it, and had in hia eicknesB so prepared for 
that employment, that as he had long thirsted for it, bo he 
resolved his weakness should not hinder his journey ; he 
came therefore to London some few days befoM his ap- 
pointed day of preaching. At his coming thither, many of 
his friends — who with sorrow saw Ms siclmess had left 
him but 90 mnchfiesh as did only cover his bones — doubted 
his strength to perform that task, and did therefore dis- 
suade him from undertaking it, assuring him however, it 
was like to shorten his life : but he passionately denied 
their requests, saying " he would not doubt that that QnA, 
who in BO many weaknesses had assisted hi-m with an 
unexpected strength, would now withdraw it in his last 
employment ; professing an holy ambition to perform that 
sacred work." And when, to the amazement of some 
beholders, he appeared in the pulpit, many of them 
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tiioi^Iit he presented himself not to preach mortification 

1 1 by a living voice, but mortality by a decayed body, 

Hand a dying face. And doubtless many did secretly 

ask that question in Ezekiel. " Do these 

' bones live P or, can that soul oi^anize that 

tongue, to speak so long time as the sand in that glass 

will move towards its centre, and measure out an hour of 

this dying man's unspent life? Doubtless it cannot." 

And yet, after some faint pauses in his zealous prayer, his 

stroi^ desires enabled his weak body to discharge his 

memory of Lis preconceived meditations, which were of 

dying ; the Teit being, " To God the Ijord belong the 

issues from death." Many that then saw his tears, and 

heard his faint and hoUow voice, professii^ they thought 

the Text prophetically chosen, and that Dr. Donne had 

preached his own Funeral Sermon.' 

Being full of joy that God had enabled him to perform 
I this desired duty, he hastened to his house ; out of which 
he never moved, till, like St. Stephen, " he was carried by 
devout men to his grave." 

The next day after his Sermon, his strength being much 
wasted, and his spirits so spent as indisposed liim to busi- 
ness or to talk, a friend that had often been a witnesH of ■ 
his free and facetious discourse asked him, " Why are you 
sad ? " To whom he rephed, with a countenance so full of 
cheerful gravity, as gave testimony of an inward tranquil- 
lity of mind, and of a soul willing to take a farewell of this 

world ; and said, 

" I am not sad ; hut most of the night past I have enter- 
tained myself with many thoughts of several friends that 

' This diBccinrae woa printed at London in 1633, in 4to., under the 
quaint title of " Death's Duel, or a Consolation to the Souie against the 
Dying Life and Living Death of the Body." The text ie from Ps. 
Ixviii. SO. It is the last discourse in the third Totume of Dr. Donne's 
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have left me here, a.iiii are ^ne to that place from which 
they shall not return ; and that within a few days I also 
shall go hence, and be no more Been. And my preparation 
for this change is hecome my nightly meditation upon my 
bed, which my infirmities have now made restless to me. 
But at this present time, I was in a serious contemplation 
of the providence and gooilness of QoA to me ; to me, who 
am leas than the least of his mercies : and looking back 
upon my life past, I now plainly see it was hla hand that 
prevented me from aJl temporal employment ; and that it 
was his will I should never settle nor thrive till I entered 
into the Ministry ; in which I have now lived almost 
twenty years — I hope to his glory, — and by which, I most 
humbly thank him, I have been enabled to requite most of 
those friends which shewed me kindness when my fortune 
was very low, as Ood knows it was: and, — as it hath 
occasioned the expression of my gratitude — I thank Ood 
most of them have stood in need of my requital. I have 
lived to be useful and comfortable to my good Father-in- 
law, Sir Gleoi^ More, whose patience God hath been 
pleased to exercise with many temporal crosses ; I have 
maintained my own Mother, #hom it hath pleased God, 
after a plentiful fortune in her younger days, to bring to 
great decay in her very old age. 1 have quieted the con- 
sciences of many, that have groaned under the burthen of 
a wounded ^irit, whose prayers I hope are available for 
me. I cannot plead inuocencj of life, especially of my 
youth i but I am to be judged by a merciful God, who is 
not wilhng to see what I have done amiss. And though of 
myself I have nothii^ to present to him but sins and 
misery, yet I know he looks not upon'me now as I am of 
myself, but as I am in my Saviour, and hath given me, 
even at this present time, some testimonies by his Holy 
Spirit, that I am of the number of his Elect : I am there- 
fore full of inexpressible joy, and shall die in pea«e." 
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I must here loot bo far back, as to tell the Beader that 
at hie first return out of Essex, to preach his last Sermon, 
his old frieud and Physician, Dr. Fox — a man of great 
worth — came to him to consult his health ; and that after 
a sight of him, and some queries concerning his dis- 
tempers, he told him, "That by cordials, and drinking 
milk twenty days blether, there was a probability of his 
restoration to health ; " but he passionately denied to drink 
it. Nevertheless, I)r. Pox, who loved him most entirely, 
wearied him with sohcitations. till he yielded to take it for 
ten days ; at the end of which time he told Dr. Fos, " He 
had drunk it more to satisfy him, than to recover his 
\ health ; and that he would not drink it ten days longer, 
upon the best moral assurance of having twenty years added 
to his life ; for he loved it iiot ; and was so far from fear- 
. lug Death, which to others is the King of Terrors, that he 
longed for the day of his dissolution." 

It is observed, that a desire of glory or commendation ia 

< rooted in the very nature of man ; and that those of the 

: severest and most mortified lives, though they may become 

. so humble as to banish self -flattery, and such weeds as 

naturally grow there ; yet they have not been able to kill 

this desire of glory, but that like our radical heat, it will 

; both hve and die with us ; and many think it shoidd do 

' BO ; and we want not sacred examples to justify the desire 

! of having our memory to outlive our lives ; which I men- 

' tion, because Dr. Donne, by the persuasion of Dr. Fox, 

easily yielded at thia very time to have a monument made 

for him ; but Dr. Fox undertook not to persuade him how, 

or what mon ament it should be ; that was left to Dr. Donne 

himBelf. 

A monument being resolved upon. Dr. Donne sent for a 

I Carver to make for him in wood the figure of an Dm, 

giving him directions for the compass and height of it ; 

and to bring with it a board, of the just height of Ms body. 
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" These being got, then without delay a choice Painter waa 
got to Im in readiness to draw his picture, yrhich was taken 

as followeth. Several charcoal fires being first made in 

his large study, he brought with him into that place his 
-winding-sheet in his hand, and having put off all his 
clothes, had this sheet put on him, and so tied with knota 
at his head and feet, and his hands so placed as dead 
bodies are usually fitted, to be shrowded and put into their 
coffin, or grave. Upon this Urn he thus stood, with hia 
eyea ahut, and with ao much of the sheet turned aside aa 
might shew his lean, pale, and death-like face, which woa 
purposely turned towards the East, from whence he ei- 
pected the second coming of his and our Saviour Jesus." 
In thia posture he was drawn at his just height ; and when 
the picture was fully finished, he caused it to be set by his 
bed-side, where it continued and became his hourly object 
till his death, and was then given to his dearest friend and 
executor Dr. Henry King, then chief Eesidentiary of 8t, 
Paul's, who caused him to be thus carved in one entire 
piece of white marble,'' aa it now stands in that Church ; 
and by Dr. Donne's own appointment, these words were to 
be affixed to it as an epitaph : 

' In the account-book of Nicholas Stone, are contained several parti- 
cnlnra cajnceming Dr. Donne's monument. " In 1631," obserTes he, " I 
mule a tombe for Dr. Donne and sette it up in Si. PhqI's Loniloii, for 
the which I was pajed bj Dr. Mountford the earn of ISO^. I took 
60^ in plate, in part of payment." Another entry refers (o a workman 
emplojed by SUna upon the same etfigy. " I63I, Humphrey Mayor 
finiaht the statue for Dr. Donne's monument, 82." The figure was 
erected within the cbuir in the soutb aisle, (gainst the south-east pier 
of the central tOfver of St. Paal's ; and it stood in a niche of black 
marble, which was surmounted by a square tablet, hung with Rarlands 
of truit and leaves, baring over it the arms of the Deanery, impaling 
Donne, 

Ttia was saved from the great fire, and is now preserved in the crypt 
under the present cathedral, w. n. 
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JOHAKNES DONNE, 

HAC. THEOL. FBOFEB8. 

POST TABIA 8TTDIA, QVIBDB AB AHHIB 

TEHBBBIHIS FIDEI.ITBB, NEC INFELICITEB 

INCTBTIT ; 

IK8TINCTV ET IKPULBV BP. BASCTI, 



BEOIB JACOBI, OBDIKE& SACBOB AHPLBXT&, 

AKNO 8UI JE8V, HDCXIT. ET SVX ^TATIB XLII. 

DBCABtATV HTJTS ECCI'ESIffi IMDVTVB, 

ZXTII. NOTEHBBI8, MDCXXI. 

EXTTTB MOBTE TI.TIUO DIB lUBTII, MDCXXXI. 

HIC I.ICET IN OCOIDVO CINEBB, A8PICIT ETM 

CTJVe troKBN EST OBI ENS. 

And now, having brought him through the many labj- 
riBthe and perpIeiiticB of a varionB life, even to the gates 
of death and the grave; my desire is, he may rest,. till I 
have told my Reader that I have seen many pictures of 
him, in several habits, and at several ages, and in several 
postiiree : and I now mention this, because I have seen one 
picture of him, drawn by a curioas hand, at his age o£ 
eighteen, with his Bword, and what other adornments might 
then suit with the present fashions of youth and the giddy 
gaieties of that age ; and bis Motto then was 

yr How much ghall I he changed, 

Before I am changed ! ' 

' " Anttt miMrta que mudada," Thesd words are' supposed hy & 
Spanish imlhor to hsTe been originally written on the sand by a lady pro- 
mising fidelity to her lover. The following lines were composed by Mr. 
Tzaak WaltoD, and inscribed under the print taken from tbia picture, 
and prefixed to no edition of Dr. Donne's Focms in 1639. 

'' Tku VKU foryo^h, strength, mirth, and wit, thta Hint 
Mosi oouni iheir golden age, bsi VKU Ml thiae. 
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And if that young, and his now dying picture were at 
this time set tt^ther, every beholder might say. Lord ! 
how much is Dr. Donne abeady changed, before he is 
changed ! And the riew of them might give my Beader 
occasion to ask himself with some amazement, " Lord ! how 
nkuoh may I also, that am now ia health, be changed before 
I am changed ; before this vile, this changeable body shall 
put off mortality ! " and therefore to prepare for it. — But 
this is not writ so much for my Reader's memento, as to 
tell him, that Dr. Donne would often in his piirate dis- 
courses, and often publicly in his Sermons, mention the 
many changes both of his body and mind ; especially of 
■ his mind from a vertiginous giddiness ; and would as often 
say, " His great and most blessed change was from a tem- 
poral to a spiritual employment ; " in which he was so 
happy, that he accounted the former part of Ms life to be 
lost ; and the beginning of it to be, from his first entering 
into Sacred Orders, and serving his most merciful God at 
his altar.' 

Upon Monday, after the drawing this picture, he took 
his last leave of his beloved study ; and, being sensible of 
his hourly decay, retired himself to his bed-chamber; and 
that week sent at several times for many of his most con- 
siderable friends, with whom he took a solemn and deUbe- 
rate farewell, commending to their considerations some 

Thine toiu (Ay later years, ao mimh Ttfin'd 
From youth's droit, mirih and tvilf as thy pure mind 
Tkotigkt {like the anyeh) nothing InU the praiie 
Of thy Creator, in those lait best days. 
Witness this hook thy r^lem, which begins 
With love, bvi mida in eight and (ears for sins." 
■ The whole of the pasuge, from the worda, " I miut here look back," 
down (o "at his altar," were not inserted until the second editioa of 
Bonne's Life, nor was the pan^raph containing the Epitaph ; and 
Beveral let* important variations in the text occur tietweeu that plac« 
and the end. 
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senbenceB useful for the regulatioa of their lireB ; and then 
dismissed them, as good Jaco1^ did his sons, with a spiritual 
benediction. The Sunday following, he appointed his ser- 
TantB, that if there were aiij business jet undone, that 
concerned him or themBelvea, it should be prepared gainst 
Saturday next ; for after that day he would not mix his 
thoughts with any thing that concerned this world ; nor 
«Ter did; but, as Job, so he " waited for the appointed day 
of hia dissolution." 

And now he was so happy as to have nothing to do but 
to die, to do which, he stood in need of no longer time; for 
he had studied it long, and to so happy a perfection, that 
in a former sickness he called Glod to witness * 
'/"ri!* ^^ " ^® '"^ *'"''* ■^"'^** ready to deliver his soul 
wriitan then ™** ^ hands, if that nunnte God would de- 
termine his dissolution." In that sickness he 
begged of Ood the constancy to be preserved in that estate 
for ever ; and his patient expectation to have his immortal 
Boul disrobed from her garment of mortality, makes me 
confident, that he now had a modest assurance that his 
prayers were then heard, and his petition granted. He lay 
I fifteen days earnestly expecting his hourly change ; and in 
the last hour of hia last day, as his body melted away, and 
vapoured into spirit, his soul having, I verily believe, some 
revelation of the beatifical vision, he said, " I were miser- 
able if I might not die ; " and after those words, closed 
many periods of his faint breath by saying often, "Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done." His speech, which had 
long been his ready and faithful servant, left bim not till 
the last minute of his life, and then forsook Mm, not to 
serve another master — for who speaks like him, — ^but died 
before hiTn ; for that it was then become useless to him, 
that now conversed with God on Earth, as Angels are said 
to do in Heaven, only by thoughts and looks. Being 
speechless, and seeing Heaven by that iUuminatian by 
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-whicli he aaw it, he did, as St. Stephen, " look stediastly 
into it, till he saw the Sou of Man standing at the right 
hand of G-od his Father;" and being satisfied with this 
Messed sight, as his soul ascended, and his last breath 
departed from him, he closed his own eyes, and then 
disposed Ms hands and body into such a posture, as re* 
quired not the least alteration by those that came to shroud 

Thus variable, thus virtuous was the life : ihns ex- 
cellent, thus exemplary was the death of this memorable 
man. 

He was buried in that place of St. Paul's Church, which 
he had appointed for that use Bome years before his death ; I 
and by which he passed daily to pay his j*hbUc devotions 
to Almighty (Jod — who was then served twice a day by a 
public form of prayer and praises in that place : — but he 
■was not buried privately, though he desired it ; for, beside 
an unnumbered number of others, many persons of 
Nobility, and of eminence for Letirmng, who did love and 
honour him in his life, did shew it at his death, by a volun- 
tary and sad attendance of his body to the grave, where 
nothing was so remarkable as a public sorrow. 

To which place of Ms burial some mournful friends re- 
paired, and, as Alexander the Great did to the grave of the 
famous Achilles, bo they strewed Ms with an abundance of 
curious and costly flowers ; wMch course, they, — who were 
never yet known, ^continued morning and evening for 
many days, not ceasing, till the stones, that were taken up 
in that Church, to give Mb body admission into the cold 
earth — now his bed of rest, — were again by the Mason's 
art so levelled and firmed as they had been formerly, 
and Ms place of burial undistinguishable to common 

The next day after Ms burial, some unknown friend, 
some one of the many lovers and admirers of his Tirtue 
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and Leuming, writ tihiB Epitaph with a coal on the vail 
oyer his grave : — 

Reader ! I am to let thee know, 
Danne'g Body only lies below ; 
For, eovld the grave kit Soul comprise. 
Earth would be richer than the Shies ! 
Nor was thiB all the honour done to his reverend ashes ; 
for, as there be some persons that will not receive a reward 
for that for which God accounts himself a debtor ; persons 
that dare trust God with their charity, and without a wit- 
ness ; ao there was by some grateful unknown friend, that 
thought Dr. Donne's memory ought to be perpetuated, aji 
1|imdred marks sent to his faithful friends * 
Dr Mo t^" *^*^ Executors, towards the making of his 
Monument. It was not for many years 
known by whom ; but, after the death of Dr. Foi, it was 
known that it was he that sent it ; and he lived to see as 
lively a representation ©f his dead friend, as marble caoi 
express : a statue indeed so like Dr. Donne, that — as his 
friend Sir Henry Wotton hath expressed himself, — " It 
I seems to breathe faintly, and posterity shall look upon it 
as a kind of artificial miracle." 

He was of stature moderately tfill ; of a straight and. 
equally-proportioned body, to which all his words and 
actions gave an uneipressible addition of comeliness. - 

The melancholy and pleasant humour were in him so 
contempered, that each gave advantage to the other, and 
made his company one of the delights of mankind. 

His fancy was unimitably high, equalled only by his 
great wit; both being made useful by a commanding 
judgment. 

' Dr. Juhn Monntfbrd (or Montford), a divine who BuRered mock 
for hia deiotion to the King's cauee io the time of the Great Rehellton. ' 
Id 1643 he was ^cted by the Committee of Beligion trom tbe Mctory 
ofAoBti?. He died in 16S1. 
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His aspect was cheeifal, and snch as gave a silent testi- 
mony of a clear knowing soul, and of a conscience at peac« 
with itself. 

His mdltii^ eye shewed that he had a soft heart, full of 
noble compassion ; o£ too brave a soul to ofEer injuries, and 
too much a Christian not to pardon them in others- 
He did much contemplate — especially after he entered 
into his sacred calling — the Mercies of Almighty God, the 
Immortality of the Soul, and the Joys of Heaven: and 
would often say in a kind of sacred ecstacy, — " Blessed be 
God that he is God, only and divinely like himself." 

He was by nature highly passionate, but more apt to reluct 
at the excesses of it. A great . lover of the offices of 
humanity, and of so merciful a spirit, that he never beheld 
the miseries of mankind without pity and reHef. y 

He was earnest and unwearied in the search of know- 
ledge, with which his vigorous soul is now satisfied, and 
employed in a continual praise of that God that first 
breathed it into his active body : that body, which once 
was a Temple of the Holy Ghost, and ia now become a 
small quantity of Christian dust: — 
But I shall see it re-animated. 

I. W. 
Feb. 15, 1639. 
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AN EPITAPH, 

WEITTKN BT 

DOOTOB CORBET,' IiATE BISHOP OF OXFORD. 

OK HIB TBIZKD DK, DONNB. 

He that would tmte an Epitaph for thee. 
And -write it well, must first begin to be 
Snch as thon wert ; for none can truly know 
Thy life and worth, but he that hath lir'd bo : 
He must have Wit to spare, and to hurl down. 
Enough to keep the gallantB of the town. 
He must have Learning plenty ; both the Laws, 
Civil and common, to judge any cause. 
Divinity, great store, above the rest, 
Not of the last edition, but the best. 
He must have Language, Travel, all the Arts, 
Judgment to use, or else he wants thy parts. 
He must have friends the highest, able to do. 
Such as Mectenaa and Ai^uatus too. 
He must have such a sickness, such a death. 
Or else hie vain descriptions come beneath. 
He that would write an Epitaph for thee. 
Should first be dead ; — let it alone for me. 

' Dr. Bkhud Corbet, an emineDt Dirine and Poet, bom at Bw»ll in 
Bamy, and educated at Westminater, whence he removed to Christ 
Cbnn^ College, Oxford, in i597-9B. Upon entering into Hoi; Orders, 
he was made Chaplun in Ordinarj to King Jamea L ; and in Jniy 
1630, he waa consecrated Bishop of Oxford. In April 163S, he was 
translated to the See of Norwich, and he died Jnl; SSth, 1635. He was, 
according to Aabrej, a verj coDTivial man, and in his joaager jeara, 
one of the most celebrated wits of the UniTersit/, and hii volome of 
Foenu is both a rare and meritorious production. 
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TO THE 1 

MT EVEE-DESIEEI) FEIEND DOCTOE DONNE. 
AN ELEGT. 

BT H. KISa, LATE BISHOP OF OHtCHESTBB. 

To have lir'd eminent, in a d^ree 
Bejoud our loftdeBt thoughts, that is, like Thee j 
Or t'have had too much merit is not safe, 
Eor such excesses find no epitaph. 

At common graves ve have poetic eyes 
Can melt themBelTSB in easy elegies ; 
Each quill can drop his tributary verse. 
And pin it, like the hatchments, to the hearse ; 
But at thine, poem or inscription — 
Bich soul of wit and language — we have none. 
Indeed a silence does that tomh befit, 
"Where is no herald left to blazon it. 
Widow'd Invention justly doth forbear 
To come abroad, knowing thou art not there : 
Late her great patron, whose pren^ative 
Maintain'd and cloth'd her so, as none alive 
Must now presume to keep her at thy rate, 
Tho' he the Indies for her dower estate. 
Or else, that awful fire which once did bum 
In thy clear brain, now fallen into thy urn. 
Lives there, to fright rude empirics from thence, 
"Which might profane thee by their ignorance. 
Whoever writes of thee, and in a style 
Unworthy such a theme, does but revile 
Thy precious dust, and wakes a learned spirit, 
"Which may revenge his rapes upon thy merit : 
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For, all a low-pitcii'd fancy can devise 
Will prove at best but balloVd injuries. 

Thou like the dying swan didst lately sing. 
Thy mournful dirge in audience of the Tfi ng ; 
When pale looks and faint accents of thy breath. 
Presented so to life that piece of death, 
That it was fear'd and prophesy'd by all 
Thou thither eam'st to preach thy funeral. 
Ohl had'st thou in an elegiac knell 
Bung out unto the world thine own farewell, 
And in thy high victoriouB numbers heat 
The solemn measures of thy griev'd retreat, 
Thon might' st the Poet's service now have mise'd 
As well as then thou didst prevent the Priest ; 
And never to the world beholden be, 
80 much as for an epitaph for thee. 

I do not like the office ; nor is't fit 
Thou, who didst lend our age such sums of wit, 
Should'st now re-borrow from her bankrupt mine 
That ore to buiy thee which first was thine : 
Eather still leave us in thy debt ; and know. 
Exalted soul, more glory 'tis to owe 
Thy memory what we can never pay. 
Than with embaaed coin those rites defray. 

Commit we then Thee to Thyself, nor blame 
Our drooping loves, that thus to thine own fame 
Leave Thee executor, since but thine own 
No pen could do thee justice, nor bays crown 
Thy vast deserts ; save that we nothing can 
Depute, to be thy ashes' guardian. 

So Jewellers no art or metal trost. 
To form the diamond, but the diamond's dust. 

H. K 
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AN ELEGY ON DE. DONNE, 
BT T7AATr WAI/rON. 

Oim Dtmne is dead ! and we may sighmg say, 
We liad that man, where l&ngu^e (dioose to stay. 
And Bhew her utmost power. I would not praise 
Tliat, and his great wit, which in onr vain days 
Make others proud ; but as these serr'd to unlock 
That cabinet his mind, where such a stock 
Of knowledge was repos'd, that I lament 
Onr just and general cause of discontent. 

And I rejoice I am not so severe. 
But as I write & line, to weep a tear 
For his decease ; such sad extremities 
Can make such men as I write elegies. 

And wonder not ; for when so great a loss 
Falls on a nation, and they sl^ht the cross, 
Qod hath rais'd Prophets to awaken them 
From their doll lethargy ; witness my pen. 
Not us'd to upbraid the world, though now it must 
Freely and boldly, for the cause is just. 

I>ull agel Oh, I would spare thee, but thou'rt worse! 
Thou art not only dull, but hast a curse 
Of black ingratitude ; if not, couldst thou 
Part with this matchless man, and make no row 
For thee and thine succeBsiTely to pay 
Some sad remembrance to hia dying day ? 

Did his youth scatter Poetry, wherein 
l«y Iiove's Philosophy? was every sin 
Fictur'd in his sharp Satires, made so foul. 
That some hare fear'd sin's shapes, and kept their soul 
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Safer by reading verse ; Did be give days 
Past marble monuments, to those whose praise 
He woTild perpetuate ? Did he — I fear 
Envy will doubt — ^theae at Mb twentieth year? 

But, more matur'd, did his rich soul conceive 
And in harmonious holy numbers weave 
A Crown of Sacred Sonnets,' fit t' adorn 
A dying martyr's brow, or to be worn 
On that blest head of Mary Magdalen, 
After she wip'd Christ's feet, but not till then ; 
Did he — fit for such penitents as she 
And he to use — leave us a Litany,' 
Which all devout men love, and doubtless shall. 
As times grow better, grow more classical ? 
Did he write Hymns, for piety and wit. 
Equal to those grave Prudentius writ ? 
Spake he all Languages? Knew he all Laws ? 
The grounds and use of Physic ; but, because 

' "Ia Corona," a poem, written by Dr. Donne, and ooulsdng of 
seven bolj lODDeta, the first line of each sonnet beginning with the lost 
line of tbe preceding one, the poem beginning and ending witli the same 
line, namelj 

" Deigne at my hands this crown of prayer and praise." 

The anbjects are— Annnnciation — Nativitie — Temple-crutafying — Be- 
lurrection — Ascension. 

* A poem so called, written by Dr. Donne, who, in a letter to lus 
fMend, Sir Henry Goodyere, gives this account of it. " Since my im- 
prisonment in my bed I hare made a meditation in Terse, which I call a 
Litany. The word, yon luiow, ijnports no other than aupplicadon ; bat 
all churches hare one form of snpplication by that name. Amongst 
Mtdenl annals, I mean some BOO years, I have met two Litanies in 
Latin Terse, which gare me not the reason of my meditations ; tor in 
goodiUth I thooght not upon (hem, but they give me a defence, if any 
man to a layman and a Private impnte it as a fault to take such divine 
■ud publiqn* names to his own little thoughts," {Letlen, ^, p. SS.) 
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'Twas mercenary, wav'd it? vent to see 
That happy place of Christ's nativity ? 
Did he return and preach him P pr^uih him so, 
Afl since St. PaUl none ever did ? they know — 
Those happy souls that heard him — know this truth. 
Did he confirm thy ag'd ? convert thy youth ? 
Did he these wonders? and is his dear Iohb 
Moum'd by BO few P few for bo great a cross. 

But sure the silent are amhitious all 
To be close mourners of his funeral. 
H not, in conimonpity they forbear 
By repetitions to renew our care : 
Or knowing grief conceiv'd and hid, consumes 
Man's life insensibly, — as poison's fumes 
Corrupt the brain, — take silence for the way 
T enlaige the soul from these walls, mud and clay, — 
Materials of this body — to remain 
With him in heaven, where no promiscuous pain 
Lessens those joys we have ; for with him all 
Are satisfied with joys essential. 

Dwell on these joys, my thoughts ! Oh ! do not call 
Grief back, by thinking on his funeral. 
Forget he lov'd me : waste not my swift years. 
Which haste to David's seventy, fill'd with fears 
And sorrows for his death : f oi^et his parts, 
They find a Hving grave in good men's hearts : 
And, for my first is daily paid for sin, 
Foi^t to pay my second sigh for him : 
Forget his powerful preaching ; and foi^et 
I am his convert. Oh my frailty ! let 
My fiesh he no more heard ; it will obtrude 
This lethai^ : so should my gratitude, 
My vows of gratitude should so be broke, 
Wliich can no more be, than his virtues,. spoke 
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By any but himself : for which cause, I 

Write no encomiuuiB, but this el^y ; 

Which, as a tree-will offering, I here give 

Fame and the world ; and parting with it, grieve 

I want abilities fit to set forth 

A monument, aa matchless as his worth. 

IZ. WA. 
April 7, 1631. 
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DOCTOE JOHN DONNE. 

L " PSEUIHVMARTYR ; wherin out of certune FroposiUoni and 
OradatkmB this oonelnuon U ev)ol«d, that those which are of the Rommne 
Beligion in this Kiogdome, maj uid aught to take the Oath of Alle- 
getUM." Lmdoa, 1610, 4to. 

n. "DEVOTIONS upon EMERGENT OCCASIONS, and geveral 
STEPS in mj SICKNESS; digested into— 1. Meditations upon onr 
humane Condition. — 2. Expottulations and Debatements with Ood. — 
3. Pra^rs npon sereral Oocasions to him." London, IG24, ISmo. 

A fourth edition appeared in 163'!. 

in, "The ANTIENT HISTORY of the SEPTUAGINTi written 
in Greeks bj Aristeus 1900 Tears since. Of his Voyage to Bierusalem, 
as Ambassador irom Ptolomens FhiladelphuB nntu Eleazer then Pontic 
of the Jews. Concerning the Srst Translation of the Bible b^ the 73 
Interpreters ; with manj other remarkable circum stances. Newly 
done into English hj 3. DoiiKE." London, 1S33, 8va, or I6nio. 

" N.B. There are added Proofes concerning Chie History, and a short 
IMsconrse of the Antiqnitj and Dignity of the Sacred Bookes, and Ex- 
cellency of their Inspired Writer the Prophet Moses." 

A new edition of this version, said to be very much corrected from 
tiie original, was published in 1G85, 12mo. 

IV. "JUVENILIA, or certains Paradoxes and Problems." London, 
1633, 4to. 

V. " POEMS by J. D. with ELEGIES on the AUTHOE'S 
■DEATH."^1633, 4to. The same in 163S, 8Toor 16ma; and again in 

1639, 1649, 1650, and 1654. The last edition contains a dedication to 
Lord CrsTen, by Dr. John Donne, the son, and a copy of verses to Dr. 
Doime, by B. Jon. La. Ben Jcmson, Prefixed to the Tolnme is a print 
of the Author with eight rertes aader it, by Iiaak Walton. There is 
another edition of th? poems in 16S9, 8vo. 
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VL "LXXX SEBMONS," 1640, fol. with a print of the Author, 
tet 42, M. Merian, jun. sc. With a Dedicittion to King Chiirles, and 
Izaak WkltoD'a Life of Dr. Donne. 

Vn. "L SERMONS j the Second Volume," 1B49, foL— This 
Tolume contains two dedications ; the Brat " To Baail, Earl of Benbj ; "" 
and the second "To BoUtrad Whitlock, Richard Keebte, and John 
Leile, Lords Commissioners of the Great Seale." 

yiU. "XSVI SERMONS; the third Volume," 1661.— With a de- 
dication " To King Charles II. " 

Many of the sermons in the precedingTolmnes were printed separately 
at different times. 

IX. " LETTERS to several Persons of Honoar. Published by 
' Jobn Donne, Doctor of the Civill Law." Loadon, 1 654, 4tu ; and dedi> 

csted by him " To the tnost Tirtnons and excellent lady M"""- Bridget 
Dnnch." 

X. " ESSAYS in DIVINITY, &c. being seTeral Disquisitions inter- 
woven with Meditations and Prayers." 1651, 12mo. Written by him 
beSire he went into holy orders. 

XI. " PARADOXES, PROBLEMS, ESSAYS, CHARACTERS, 
&C. To which is added, a Book of Epigrams, written in Latin by the 
same Author, translated into English by J. Mayne, D.D. As also 
^oatlna his Couclare, a Satyr, traualated out of the original Copy 
written in latin by the some Author ; tound lately amongst his owa 
Papers." London, 165:2, 13mo. 

SeTeral parts of this volume were printed before onder different titles. 
The Epigrams are probably spurious. 

Of the tract " Ignatius his Couclare," it must be obserred, that it was 
origiualiy written in Latin with this title ; "Conciare Ignatii, siveejus 
in Duperia infemi comitiis Inthronisatio : ubi varia de Jesuitamm indole, 
de noTO inferuo creando, de ecclesii lunatiei iuatituendi per Satyram 
congesta snot. Accessit et Apologia pro Jesuitis.* 

This little Tolume is printed without the oame of the author or printer, 
and without any intimation of time or place. It contains many severe 
and ironical invectiies against .Ignatius Loyola, who founded the order 
of the Jesuits in 1540. 

XIL " BIA9ANATOS. A Declaratioa of that Paradoxe or Thesis, 
that Self-homicide is not so naturally Sin, that it may never be other- 
wise. Whersin the Nature and Extent of all those Lawes, which seem 
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V diligently BarTejed," London, piinted bj 

Thi« work was published bj the author's eon, with ft dedication totlie 
Lord Philip Herbert, dated from tua House in Corent-Garden, SS ; no 
mention is made of month or j'ear here or in the title-page. At the 
end of the book we find " SO Sept, 1G44, imprimatur Jo. Ruahwortb," 

Another edition of the Biathanotos appeared la 1648. 

A Satirical Poem, called " A Sconi^ fbr Paper Persecolors, by 
I.D. 1625," has been attributed to Ur. Donne. It was written by John 
Daries of Herefbrd, and is printed in his " Soonrge of Folif," 8va. 
which is not inserted by Wood among the works of Daries. See 
" Wood's Ath. Ox." Vol. L coL Hi. 

Dr. Donne is esteemed the aathor of a Latin Epitaph, iusoribed on a 
monument erected in the church of Htmsted in Saffolk, to the memory 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Drary, eldest daughter of Sir Bobert Drury, Knight, 
who died in 1610, in Ihe ISth year of her age. She was the heiress of 
an immense fortune, and is said to hare been destined for the consort of 
Henry Prince of Wales. The Lines by Dr. Donne, inserted in " the 
Spectator," No. 41, and affirmed to allntb to his mistress, were really 
written on this lady, the innocent 'and JoTely daughter of hia friend. 
Tradition reports that she died of a box on the ear, which her father 
gftie her. This conceit rose probably trom her being represented on 
her monament as reclining her head on one hand ; just as the story of 
Lord Russel's daughter dying of a prick of her finger, took its origin 
from her stBtae in Westminster Abb^, which represents her as holding 
down her finger, and pointing to a Death's bead at her feet. 

In the same church ofHausted, is another monument, with an inscrip- 
tion, supposed to be written by Dr. Donne, oommemorating both Sir 
William Drury, (who, in 1S89, was killed in a duel, in France, by Sir 
John Borough, Enight,) and Sir Bobert Drury , Knight, his son, who died 
in 1615. 8ee"HiBt. andAntici.ofHatiBted,''p. 143. 

"A Copy of Verses, by Dr. Donne," ia prefixed to Captain Smith's 
" Hiatory of Vi)^;inia, 1 626." Fol. 



D.3l.za..y Google 



D.3l.za..y Google 



SIR HENRY WOTTON, KNIGHT, 



LATE PBOTOST OF ETON COLLEOB, 



" Hg did tht titmoit bonnde of knowledge find, 
jtnifovad them not eo large aa viae hit mind." 

COWLBX. 
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SIR HENRY WOTTON. 

HENET WOTTON-^wlioae life I 
yw intend to write — was bom in the 
•ax of our Bedemptdon 1568, in 
octon-Hall, — coinmonly called Boc- 
n, or Bougliton-Pla«e, or Palace, — 
tlie Parish of Bocton Malherbe,' in 
le fruitful country of Kent. Bocton- 
all being an ancient and goodly 
Btmctnre, beautifying and being beautified by the Parish 
Church of Bocton Malherbe adjoining unto it, and both 

' A piuish situate flie miles westward fifom Charing, and about a 
mile and a half sonth of Lenham, almoBt m the verj centre of the 
county. The present state of this once princelj mansion is extremely 
rainauB. but gome fragments of its former splendour are yet remaining 
in the fine oaken staircase, and in the first slorj of the house, where 
there is an immense apartment with carved wainscOt walls coloured in 
^lartitions, having a ceiling also divided into paunels, and painted in 
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seated within a fair Park of the Wottons, on the "brow of 
Buch a hill, as gives the a.dTajit£^ of a large prospect, and 
of equal pleasure to all beholders. 

But this House and Church are not remarkable for aay 
thing so much, as for that the memorable Family of the 
Wottons have so long inhabited the one, and now lie 
buried in the other, as appears by their many monuments 
in that Church : the Wottons being a family that hath 
brought forth divers persons eminent for wisdom and 
valour ; whose heroic acts, and noble employments, both in 
England and in foreign parts, have adorned themselves and 
this nation ; which they have served abroad faithfully, in 
the dischai^ of their great trust, and prudently in their 
n^ociations with several Princes ; and also served at home 
with much honour and justice, in their wise managing a 
great part of the public affairs thereof, in the various times 
both of war and peace. 

But lest I should be thought by any, that may incline 
either to deny or doubt this truth, not to have observed 
moderation in the commendation of this Fantily ; and also 
for that I believe the merits and memory of such persons 
ought to be thankfully recorded, I shall offer to the con- 
sideration of eveiy Header, out of the tostimony of their 
Pedigree and our Chronicles, a part — and but a part — 
of that just commendation which might be from thence 
enlarged, and shall then leave the indiflerent Beader to 

WBter-coloura. This part of the hmldiog it now inhabitei] by a farmer, 
but much of its ancient charauter ii lost bj the principal front beiag 
modernised, the large apartmenta dirided, and the arcbed doorways, 
baj-windowa, &c., being blocked up{ thou^ a rery fine specimen of 
the latter, formed of octangnlar panes, is ;et perfect, and is shewn in 
the view on the preceding page. Sererol dates cnt in stone, principally 
of the sixteenth centnrj, are still remaining on the mins. Ilie Chnrch 
of BocUm Malherbe, dedicated to St. Nicholas, stands nearlj in the 
centre of the Parish j on the eastern side of the Hall ; and within the 
rade dwarf wail of flints which itmoanda tlie building of Ajclon Flace. 



D.3l.za..y Google 



SIB HENBT WOTTON. 97 

judge vhether my error be an excesa or defect ■ of com- 
mendatioaB.' 

Sir Robert Wotton, of Bocton Malherbe, Knight, was 
bom about the year of Christ 1460 ; he, living in the reign' 
of King Edward the Fourth, was by him trusted to be 
lieutenant of G^uisnes, to be Knight Porter, and Comp- 
troller of Calais, where he died, and lies honourably 

Sir Edward Wotton, of Bocton Malherbe, Knight, — son 
and heir of the said Sir Bobert — was bom in the year o£ 
Christ 1489, in the reign of King Henry the Seventh ; he 
was made Treasurer of Calais, and of the Privy Council to 
King Henry the Eighth, who offered him to be Lord Chan- 
cellor of England : but, saith Holinshed,* , . , . 
out of a virtuous modesty, he refused it. 

Hiomae Wotton, of Bocton Malherbe, Esquire, son and 
heir of the said Sir Edward, and the father of our Sir 
Henry, that occasions this relation, was bom in the year of 
Christ 1521. He was a gentleman excellently educated, 
and studious in all the Liberal Arts; in the knowledge 
whereof he attained unto a great perfection ; who, though 
he had — besides those abUities, a very noble and plentiful 
estato, and the ancient interest of his predecessors— many 
invitations from Queen Elizabeth to change his coimtry 
recreations and retirement for a Court, offering him a 
Knighthood, — she was then with him at bis Bocton Hall — 
and that to be but as an earnest of some more honourable 
and more profitable employment under her ; yet he humbly 
refused both, bdng "a man of great modesty, of- a most 
plain and single heart, of an ancient freedom, and integrity 

' Hollingshed intbnn* ni that the femily of ths Woltoos was very 
aDci«Dt, and that " Some peraons of that aumame tor their Bingrularities 
of wit and learning, for their honour and goyemmeDt in and of the 
realm, about the prince and ejsewbere, at home and abroad, deserre 
gnch commendBtiona, that they merit ntveo tiffnari lapiUo," 



D.3l.za..y Google 



98 THE LIFE OF 

of mmd." A commendation which Sir Henry Wotton 
took occasion often to remember with great gladne^, and 
thaukf tdlj to boast himself the sou of such a father ; from 
whom indeed he derived that uoble ingenuity thjit was 
always practised by himself, and which he ever boli com- 
mended and cherished in others. This Thomas was aliio 
remarkable for hospitality, a great lover and much beloved 
of his country; to which may justly be added, that he 
was a cberisher of learning, as appears by that excellent 
Antiquary Mr. William lambarde,' in his Perambulation 
of Kent. 

This Thomas had four sons, Sir Edward, Sir James, Sir 
John, and Sir Henry. 

Sir Edward was knighted by Queen Elizabeth, and made 
Comptroller of Her Majesty's Household. " He was," saith 
Camden, " a man remarkable for many and great employ- 
ments in the State, daring her reign, and sent several times 
Ambassador into foreign nations. After her death, he was 
by Hing James made Comptroller of his Household, and 
called to be of his Privy Council, and by him advanced to 
be Lord Wotton, Baron of Merley in Kent, and made Lord 
lieutenant of that County." 

Sir James, the second son, may be numbered among the 

' Williun lAmbarde, an eminent Lawjer and Antiquary, was the 
son of an Alderman of London, and was bom Oct. 18th, 1S36. In 1550, 
he entered Lmcoln'a Inn, and studied the law under Lawrence Nowell, 
brother lo the Bean of St. Paul's. Id 1597, he »«« made Keeper of the 
Bsllsby Chancellor Bgerton; and in 1600, Queen Elizabeth appointed 
him to be Keeper of the Records in the Tower. He died Aug. 19tli, 
1601, and his principal works are a collection and Latin TVanslation of 
the Sanon Laws, a Discourse of the English Courts of Justice, another 
on the Office of Justices, and the Perambulation of Kent. !Froni a letter 
to his friend Tbomas Wotton it appears that he had intended to publish 
t, general account of Great Britain in the plan of the Perambulation of 
Kent, and that he abandoned the prqect on learning that Camden was 
similarlj' employed. 
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m&rtial'ineii of Ms age, who was, in the thirty-eagMh of 
Queeo Elizabeth's reign — with Bobert, Earl of SuBsez, 
Count Ijodowick of CTassau, Don Chriatophoro, son of 
Antonio, Kii^ of Forti^al, and divers other gentlemen of 
nobleness and valour — knighted in the field itear Cadiz 
in Spain, after they had gotten great honour and riches, 
besides a notable retaliation of injuries, bj taJdng that 
town. 

Sir John, being a gentleman excellently accomplUhed, 
both by learning and travel, was knighted by Queen Eliza- 
beth, and by her looked upon with more than ordinaiy 
favour, and with intentions of preferment ; but death in 
his younger years put & period to his growing hopes. 

Of ^ Henry my following discourse shall give an 
account. 

The descent of these fore-named Wottons was all in a 
direct line, and most of them and their actions in the 
memory of those with whom we have conversed ; but if I 
had looked so far back as to Sir NicholaekWotton, who 
Hved in the re^ of King Bichard the Second, or before 
him upon divers others of great note in their several ages, 
I might by some be thought tedious ; and yet others may 
more justly think me negligent, if I omit to mention 
Nicholas Wotton, the fourth son of Sir Bobert, whom I 
first named. 

This Nicholas Wotton was Doctor of Law, and some- 
time Dean both of York and Canterbury; a man whom 
Ood did not only bless with a long life, but with great 
abilities of mind, and an inclination to employ them in the 
service of his country, as is testified by his several employ- 
ments,* having been sent nine times Ambas- 
sador unto foreign Princes; and by his being a u- g iMuia! 
Privy Couneellor to Eing Henry the Eighth, to 
Edward the Sixth, to Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, 
who also, after he had been, during the wars between 
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ih^laud, Scotland, and France, three several times — and 
not unsuecesafuUj — employed in Gommitteee for settling 
of Peace betwixt this and those ElingdomH, " died," saitb 
learned Camden, " full of commendations for wisdom and 
piety." He was also, by the Will of King Henry the 
E^hth, made one of his Executors, and Chief Secretary of 
State to his son, that pious Prince, Edward the Sixth. Con- 
cerning which Nicholas Wottou I shall say but this Httle 
more ; that he refused — ^being ofEered it by Queen Eliza- 
• TT r h..^ ^*^ — to be Archbishop of Canterbury,* — and 
° ' that he died not rich, though he lived in that 
time of the dissolution of Abbeys. 

iftore might be added ; but by this it may appear, that 
Sir Henry Wotton was a branch of such a kindred, as left 
a stock of reputation to their posterity : such reputation as 
might kindle a generous emulation in strangers, and pre- 
serve a noble ambition in those of his name and family, to 
perform actions worthy of their ancestors. 

And that Sir Henry Wotton did so, might appear more 
perfectly than my pen can express it, if of his many sur- 
viving friends, some one of higher parts and employments 
had been pleased to have commended his to posterity ; but 
since some years are now past, and they have all — I know 
not why — forborne to do it, my gratitude to the memory 
^ of my dead friend, and the renewed re- 

BvMhe CUrencienx V^^^^ '^^ ^ome " that still live solidtous 
King of Amifl, Mr, *» see this duty performed ; these have 
Ch&rlna CuttoD, and had a power to persuade me to undertake 
Mr. Nie. Oudert, it ; which truly 1 have not done but with 
gometime ir nry ^gtrygj ^f mine own abihties : and yet 
Wotton's servant. - - , ■ ^. ^ x , ,, 

SO far from despair, that I am modestly 

confident my humble language shall be accepted, becanse I 
shall present all readers with a commixture of truth, and 
Sir Henry Wotton's merits. 
This being premised, I proceed to tell the reader, that 
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the Father of Sir Henry Wotton was twice murried j first 
to Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir John KudBtone, Knight ; 
after whose death, though hia inclination was averse to all 
contentions, yet necessitated he was to several euita in 
Law ; in the prosecution whereo£,~which took up much of 
his time, and were the occasion of many discontents,— he 
was by divers of his friends earnestly persuaded to a re- 
marriage ; to whom he as often answered, " That if ever he 
did put on a resolution to marry, he was seriously resolved 
to avoid three sorts of persons : namely, 

Those that had children ; 

Those that had Lav-suits ; 

And those that were of his kindred." 

And yet, foUowii^ his own Law-suits, he met in "West- 
minster-Hall with Mrs. Eleonora Morton, Widow to Bobert 
Morton, of Kent, Esquire, who was also engaged in several 
suits in Law : and he observing her comportment at the 
time of hearing one of her causes before the Judges, could 
not but at the same time both compassionate her condition, 
and aSect her person ; for the tears of lovers, or beauty 
dressed in sadness, are observed to have in them a charm- 
ing eloquence, and to become very often too strong to be 
resisted r which I mention, because it proved so with this 
Thomas Wotton ; for although there were in her a concur* 
rence of all those accidents, against which he had so 
seriously resolved, yet his afEection to her grew then so 
strong, that he resolved to solidt her for a wife, and did, 
and obtained her. 

By her — who was the daughter of Sir William Finch, of 
Eastwell, in Kent, — he had only Henry his youngest son. 
His Mother undertook to be tutoress unto bim during 
much of his childhood ; for whose care and pains he paid 
her each day with such visible signs of future perfection in 
Learning, as turned her employment into a pleasing trouble ; 
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which she was content to continue, till his Father toot him 
into Ms own paTticakr care, and disposed of >iim to a 
Tutor in his own house at Bocton. 

And when time and diligent instruction had made him 
fit for a removal to an higher form,— which was very early, 
— he was sent to Winchester-school; a place of strict 
discipline and order, that so he might in his youth be 
moulded into a method of living by rule, which his wise 
father knew to be the most necessaiy way to make the 
future part of hia life both happy to himself, and useful 
for the discharge of all business, whether public or private. 

And that he might be confirmed in this regularity, he 
was, at a fit ^e, removed from that School, to be a Com- 
moner of New-College in Oxford ;• both being founded by 
William Wietham, Bishop of Winchester. 

There he continued till about the eighteenth year of Ma 
age, and was then transplanted into Queen's College: 
where, within that year, he was by the chief of that Col- 
lie, persuasively enjoined to write a play for their private 
use ;-— it was the Tra^dy of Tancredo— which was so iater- 
woven with sentences, and for the method and exact per- 
sonating those humours, paaeions and dispositions, which 
he proposed to represent, so performed, that the gravest of 
that society declared, he had, in a slight employment, given 
an early and a solid testimony of Mb future abilities. And 
though there may be some sour dispositions, wMch majr 
tMnk this not worth a memorial, yet that wise Knight, 
Baptista G^uarini^' — whom learned Italy accounts one of 
her ornaments,— thought it neither an uncomely nor an 
unprofitable employment for Ms age. 

' An eminent Italian Poet, born at Ferrara, in 1537, made Profeaior 
of Belles Leltr«i in 1563, and snbsequently entertained by tbe Qrand 
Doke AIphoTuo IL, who employed him on several embasaies. In I5B5, 
he published Ua &mout poem " It Paatoi Udo : " and he died at Yenice, 
Oct 7th, 1612. 
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But I pasB to irhat will be thought more Berions. 

About the twentieth year of his age he proceeded Master 
of Arts ; and at that time read in Latin three Lectorea de 
Oevio ; wherein he having described the form, the motion, 
the curious compotrure of the Eye, and demonstrated how 
of those verj many, every humour and nerve performs its 
distinct office, so as the Gtod of Order hath appointed, 
without mixture or confusion ; and all this to the advan- 
tage of man, to whom the !Eye is givos, not only as the 
body's guide, but whereas all other of his senses require 
time to inform the sou], this in an instant apprehends and 
warns him of danger ; teaching him in the very eyes of 
others to discover Wit, Folly, Love, and Hatred. After he 
had made these observations, he fell to dispute this Optie 
question. " Whether we see by the emission of the beams 
from within, or reception of the species from without?" And 
after that, and many other like learned disquisitions, he, 
in the conclusioD of his Lectures, took a fair occasion to 
beautify his discourse with a commendatiou of the blessing 
and benefit of " Seeing ; — by which we do not only discover 
Nature's secrets, but, with a continued content — for the 
eye is never weaiy of seeing — behold the great Light of 
the World, and by it discover the fabric of the Heavena, 
and both the order and motion of the Celestial Orbs ; nay, 
that if the Eye look but downward, it may rejoice to behold - 
the bosom of the Earth, our common mother, embroidered 
and adorned with numberless and various flowers, which 
man sees daily grow up to perfection, and then silently 
moralise his own condition, who, in a short time, — like 
those very flowers — decays, withers, and quickly returns 
again to that Earth, from which both had their first being." 

These were so exactly debated, and so rhetorically 
heightened, as, among other admirers, caused that learned 
Italian, Albericus Gentihs,' then Professor of the Civil Law 

' A rery celebmUd ItftUon lAwyer, bora «t Ancona in I5G0, uid 
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in Oxford, to call Iiim " Henrice mi Ocelle ; " Thicb dear 
expresBion of hia was also used by divers of ^ Henry's 
dearest friends, and by many otiier persons of note during 
his stay in the TTniTersily. 

But his stay there was not long, at least not so long as 
his friends once intended j for the year after Sir Henry 
proceeded Master of Arts, his Father — whom Sir Henry 
did never mention without this, or some like reverenti^ 
expression, as, " That good man my Father," or, " My 
Father, the best of men;" — about that time, this good man 
changed this for a better life ; leaving to Sir Henry, as to 
bis other younger sons, a rent-charge of an hundred marks 
a year, to be paid for ever out of some one of his Manors, 
of a much greater value. 

And here, though this good man be dead, yet I wish a 
drcumstance or two that concerns him, may not be buried 
without a relation ; which I shall undertake to do, for that 
I suppose they may bo much concern the Header to know, 
that I may promise myseK a pardon for a short digression. 

In the year of our Bedemption 1553, Nicholas Wotton, 
Dean of Canterbury, — whom I formerly mentioned, — being 
then Ambassador in France, dreamed that his Nej^ew, this 
Thomas Wotton, was inclined to be a party in such a pro- 
ject, as, if he were not suddenly prevented, would turn both 
to the loss of his life, and ruin of Ms Family. 

Doubtless the good Dean did weU know that common 
Dreams are but a senseless paraphrase on our waking 
thoughts, or of the business of the day past, or are the 

ednc&ted at Feragi&. Abgnt 1S7S, be left bis oonntrj vith Mb fatber 
Bad brotber, they being of the reformed reUgion, and whilst the two 
fbrmer settled in Gennany, l>e ome into Rogland, and was admitted of 
New Inn Ball, Oxford, In 1580, throngh the patroDnge of Hobert Dud- 
ley, Earl of Leicester, then Chancellor of that UniTerBitj, In ISST, 
Qae«n Bliiabetb made him PnfesKtr of Civil Law, and it is supposed 
thatbediedatOxfbrd, about April, 1611. 
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result of oar OTer-engaged affectiouE, when we "betake our- 
selves to rest ; and knew that the ohaervation of them may 
turn to silly superstitions, as they too often do. But, 
though he might know all this, and might also helieve that 
prophecies are ceased ; yet doubtless he could not but con- 
sider, that all dreams are not to be neglected or cast away 
without all consideration ; and did therefore rather lay this 
Dream aside, than intend totally to lose it ; and dreaming 
the same again the night following, when it became a double 
Dream, like that of Fhajraoh, — of which double Dreams the 
learned have made many observations, — and cousideriog 
that it had no dependence on his waking thoi^hts, much 
less on the desires of his heart, then he did more seriously 
consider it; and remembered that Almighty Glod was 
pleased in a Dream to reveal and to assure . ^ 

Monica,»-the Mother of St. Austin, "That ' ^■■^^'i'"' 
he, her son, for whom she wept so bitterly 
and prayed so much, should at last become a Christian : " 
This, I believe, the good Dean considered ; and considering 
also that Almighty God, — though the causes of Dreams be 
often unknown — hath even in th^e latter times also by a 
certain illumination of the Soul in sleep, discoyered many 
things that human wisdom could not foresee ; upon these 
oonstderations he resolved to use so prudent a remedy by 
way of prevention, as might introduce no great incon- ■ 
venieuce either to himself or to his Nephew. And to that. 
end he wrote to the Queen, — 'twas Queen Mary, — and be- 
soi^ht her, " That she would cause his Nephew, Thomas 
Wotton, to be sent for out of Eent ; and that the Lords of 
her Council might interrogate him in some such feigned 
questions, as might give a colour for his commitment into 
a favourable prison ; declaring that he would acquaint her 
Majesty with the true reason of his request, when he 
shoiald next become so happy as to see and apeak to her 
Majesty," 
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It waa done as the Dean desired : and in prison I must 
leave Mr. Wotton, till I have told the Eeoder what fol- 
lowed.' 

At this time a marriage was concluded betwixt onr 
Queen Mary, and Philip, King of Spain ; and though this 
was concluded with the advice, if not by the persuasion, 
of her Privy Council, as having many probabilities of 
advantage to this nation; yet divers persons of a con- 
trary persuasion did not only declare against it, but also 
raised forces to oppose it: believing — as they said — it 
would be a means to bring England to be tinder a sub- 
jection to Spain, and make those of tins nation slaves to 
strangers. 

And of this number. Sir Thomas Wyat, of Bosley- 
Abbey in Kent, — betwixt whose family and the family of 
the Wottons there had been an ancient and entire friend- 
ship, — was the principal actor ; who having persuaded 
many of the Nobility and (lentry — especially of Kent — to 
side with him, and he beii^ defeated, and taken prisoner, 
was l^ally arraigned and condemned, and lost his life : 
so did the Duke of SufEolk and divers others, especially 
many of the Gentry of Kent, who were there in several 
places executed as Wyat's assistants. 

And of this number, in all probabibly, had Mr. Wotton 
been, if he had not been confined ; for though he could 
not be ignorant that "another man's Treason makes it 
mine by concealing it," yet he durst confess to his Uncle, 
when he returned into England, and then came to visit 
him in prison, " That he had moie than an intimation of 
Wyat's intentions ; " and thought he had not continued 
actually innocent, if his Uncle had not so happily dreamed 

' This impriBODinent of Mr. Wotton, at the mere request of his rela- 
tion, is a forcible illastratioD of the oppresaire power then possessed by 
the goTemnitent, and reminds us of the Lettres de Cachet under Louis 
XV. W.D. 
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him into a prison ; out of which place when he was d&- 
livered by tiie game hand that caused his conunitment, 
they both considered the Dream more seriously, and then 
both joined in praising God for it ; " That God who ties 
himself to no rules, either in preventing of evil, or in shew- 
ing of mercy to those, whom of good pleasure he hath 
chosen t« loTe." 

And this Dream was the more considerable, because that 
God, who in the days of old did use to speak to his people 
in Visions, did seem to speak to many of this Family in 
Dreams ; of which I will also give the reader one short 
particular of this Thomas Wotton, whose Dreams did 
usually prove true, both in foretelling things to come, and 
discorering things past ; and the particular is this. — This 
Thomas, a little before hia death, dreamed that the Univer- 
sity Treasury was robbed by Townsmen and poor Scholars, 
and that the number was five ; snd being that day to writo 
to his son Henry at Oxford, he thought it worth so much 
pains, as by a postscript in hia letter to make a slight enquiry 
of it. The letter — which was writ out of Kent, and dated 
three days before — came to his son's hands the very mom- 
ii^ after the night in which the robbery was committed ; 
and when the City and Dniversity were both in a perplexed 
inquest of the thieves, then did Sir Henry Wotton shew his 
Father's letter, and by it such light was given of this work 
of darkness, that the five guilty persons were presently 
discovered and apprehended, without putting the Univer- 
sity to BO much trouble as the casting of a fignire.' 

And it may yet be more considerable, that this Nicholas 

' Of the robbery here mentioned, no Recount whalever ia recorded in 
tbe innala of the Univergitj. 

Judicial A^trologj wan much in use long aftar this time. ItH pre- 
dictions were received with reverential awe j and men, even of the moat 
enlightened midentandings, were inclined to believe tliat the conjunc- 
tions and oppositions of tbe planets hnd no little infiuence in the afikin 
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and Thomas Wotttm should both — being men of bolj Hvea, 
of even tempoTB, and mach given to fasting and prayer — 
foresee and foretel the rery days of their own death. 
Nicholas did bo, being then seventj years of age, and in 
perfect health. Thomas did the like in the sixty-fifth year 
of his age : who being then in London, — ^where he died, — 
axid foreseeing his death there, gave direction in what 
manner his body should be carried to Bocton ; and though 
he thought his Unde Nicholas worthy of that noble monu- 



ment which he built for him in the Cathedral Church of 
Canterbury ; yet this humble man gave directions concern- 
ing himself, to be buried privately, and especially without 
any pomp at his funeral. This is some account of this 
family, which seemed to be beloved of Qod. 

But it may now seem more than time, that J return to 
Sir i^nry Wotton at Oxford ; where, after his Optic Lec- 
ture, he was taken into such a bosom friendship with the 
learned Albericus Gentilia, — whom I formerly named, — 
that, if it had been possible, Gentilis would have breathed 
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all his excellent knowledge, both of the Mathematics and 
Jaw, into the breast of his dear Harry, for so Gentilis used 
to call >iiTii : and though he was not able to do that^ jet 
there was in Sir Henry such a propensity and connatural- 
ness to the Italian language, and those studies vhereof 
Qontilis was a great master, that the friendship between 
them did daily increase, and proved daily advantageous to 
Sir Henry, for the improvement of him in several sciences 
during his stay in the University. 

From which place, before I shall invite the Beader to 
follow bim into a foreign nation, though I must omit to 
mention divers persons that were then in Oxford, of memo- 
rable note for learning, and friends to Sir Henry Wotton ; 
yet I must not omit the mention of a love that was there 
b^un betwixt him and Dr. Donne, sometime Dean of St. 
Paul's ; a man of whose abiUties I shall forbear to say any 
thing, because he who is of this nation, and pretends to 
learning or ingenuity, and is ignorant of Dr. Donne, de- 
serves not to tnow him. The friendship of these two I 
must not omit to mention, being such a friendship as was 
generously elemented ; and as it was begun in their youth, 
and in an University, and there maintained by correspon- 
dent inclinations and studies, so it lasted till age and death 
forced a separation. 

In Oxford he stayed till about two years after his 
Father's death ; at which time he was about the twenty- 
second year of his age ; and having to his great wit added 
the ballast of learning, and knowlet^e of the Arts, he then 
laid aside Ms books, and betook himself to the useful library 
of travel, and a ntore general conversation with mankind ; 
employing the remaining part of his youth, his industry, 
and fortune, to adorn his mind, and to purchase the rich 
treasure of foreign knowledge: of which both for the 
secrets of Nature, the dispositions of many nations, their 
several laws and languages, he was the possessor in a very 
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^asga measure ; as I shall faithfully make to appear, hef ore 
I take mj pen from the following narratioii of his life. 

In his travels, which was ahuost nine years' before his 
return into EngUnd, he stayed but one year in France, and 
most of that in Gtonera, where he became acquainted with 
!Ilteodore Beza,* — then very aged ; — and with I^aac Caaau- 
bon,' in whose house, if I be rightly informed. Sir Henry 
"Wotton was lodged, and there contracted a most worthy 
friendship with that man of rare learning and ingenuity. 

' Or nttber, elx yeua. Tb« wriWri of the Bkigrk^iu Kitmnuioft 
explain the miBtake bf auppoaing tbnt the tail of tlie 9 should be tnnied 
upwards to make it 6. It appears from a letter to Lord Zonch, dated 
July 10, ISEI3, that he had beeu abroad three yeare. Be probably 
returned in 1J9S, as he waa appoitiled Secretary to the Eail of Essex, 
after hia return, in 1S96, when he was in the S7lh or 2eth year of his 
•ge. 

' One of the miwt celebrated pronoters of tlie Refbnnatioc, bam at 
Teielai, a small town of NiTemals, in France, Jane 2'lth, 1519. He 
was educated under the famous Befbrmer Melchior Woimar, from whom 
he derired his Protestant principles. He was not in orders, tliongh he 
held some church prefmnents, but in 1346 he resigned them, retired to 
Genera, married, and allured Fopery. In 1549, he was made Greek 
Professor at lAusanne, and in 155S, published his Translation of the 
new Testament, and his Defence of the burning of Servetus. He was a 
powerful assistant V> Calrin, and after his death became head of the 
refiHUied party. He died Oct. 13th, 1605, hanng g^ven great encourage* 
ment to the Puritans, though his letters to Whitgift evince a high regard 
fbr the Church of England. 

'Isaac Casanbon, the best Grecian of bis time, was bom at Genera, 
Feb. 18th, 1559, and at the age of twenty-three, became Greek Pro- 
fessor there. About 1597, be read Lectures on the Belles Lettres, at 
Geneva, and in 1 600, at Paris ; when Henry IV. of France made bhn 
his Librarian, thoogh he vainly endeavoured to draw bim fh>m the Pro- 
testant faith. In October, 1610, he came to England with Sir Henry 
Wotlon, and was received with great distinction by Kio^ James I., who 
preferred him in the Church, and gave him a pension. He died July 
12th, 1611, and was buried in Westminster Abbey, where Bishop Mor- 
ton erected a monument to him. His biography has lieeo admirably 
written by Ur. Mark Pattison, Sector of Lincoln College. 
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Three of the remaining eight years were spent in Ger- 
many, the other five in Italy, — the Blo/ge on which Gkid 
appointed he should act a great part of his life ; — where, 
hoth in Bome, Yenice, and Florence, he became acquainted 
with the most eminent men for learning and all manner 
of Arts; as Picture, Sculpture, ChemiBtry, Architecture, 
and other manual Arts, even Arts of inferior nature ; of 
all which he was a most deej- lover, and a most exoellent 
judge. 

He returned out of Italy into England about the thirtieth 
year of his age, being then noted by many both for his 
person and comportment : for indeed he was of a choice 
shape, taU of stature, and of a most persuasive behaviour ; 
which was so mixed with sweet discourse and drilities, as 
gained him much love from all persons with whom he 
entered into an acquaintance. 

And whereas he was noted in his youth to have a sharp 
wit, and apt to jest ; that, by time, travel, and coDversa- 
tion, was so polished, and made so useful, that his company 
seemed to be one of the delights of mankind ; insomuch as 
Bobert Earl of Eaaex — then one of the darlings of For- 
tune, and in greatest favour with Queen Elizabeth — ^invited 
him first into a friendship, and, after a knowledge of his 
great abilities, to be one of his Secretaries ; the other being 
Mr. Henry GuSe,' sometime of Morton College in Oxford, 
— and there also the acquaintance of Sir Henry Wotton in 
his youth, — Mr. Cuffe being then a man of no common 
note in the University for his learning ; nor, after his re- 

' This UQfortmuite wit end icholar, was bom at Hintan fit. George, 
In SomerBeUhire, in 1963, and entered of Trinity College, Oxford, in 
1576, from which he was expelled for some enrcaima on the Founder. His 
learning and abililies being very considerable, he was received inio 
Uerton College, and he was made Greek Professor; bnt, being convicted 
of conspiring frith the Earl of Essex against (Jueen Elizabeth, be was 
hanged at Tjbom on March SO, 1601. 
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moval from that place, for the great abilitdee of hia mmd, 
nor indeed for the fatalnesB of his end. 

Sir Henry Wotton, being now taken into a Berviceable 
friendahip with the Earl of Essex, did personally attend 
his counBels and employments in two voya^a at sea 
against the Spaniarda, and also in that — which was the 
Earl's last— into Ireland ; that voya^, wherein he then 
did BO much provoke the Queen to anger, and worse at his 
return into England ; upon whose immoveable favour the 
Earl had built such sandy hopes, as encour^ed him to 
those undertakingB, which, with the help of a contrary 
faction, suddenly caused his commitment to the Tower. 

Sir Henry Wotton observing this, though he was not of 
that faction — for the Earl's followers were also divided 
into their aeveral interests — which encouraged the Earl to 
those undertakings which proved so fatal to him and divers 
of his confederation, yet, knowing Treason to he ao com- 
prehensive, as to take in even circumatancea, and out of 
them to make such positive conclusions, as subtle States- 
men shall project, eitherfortheirrevengeoraafety; consider- 
ing this, be thought prevention, by absence out of England, 
a better security, than to stay in it, and there plead his 
innocency in a priaou. Therefore did he, so soon as the 
Earl waa apprehended, very quickly, and aa privately, glide 
through Kent to Dover, "without so much as looking 
toward his native and beloved Bocton ; and vras, by the 
help of favourable winda, and Kberal payment of the mari- 
ners, within sixteen hours after Ms departure from London, 
set upon the French shoro ; where he heard shortly after, 
that the Earl was arraigned, condemned, and beheaded ; 
and that his friend Mr. CufCe was hanged, and divers other 
persons of eminent quality executed. 

The times did not loot so favourably upon Sir Henry 
WottoQ, as to invite his return into England : . having 
therefore procured of Sir Edward Wotton, his elder 
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brother, an asaurance that his annuity should be paid Mm 
in Italy, thither he went, happily renewing Ma intermitted 
friendaMp and interest, and indeed Ms great content in a 
new conversation with hia old aeqnaintance in that nation, 
and more psjticularly in Morence, — which City is not 
more eminent for the Great Duke's Court, than for the 
great recourse of men of choicest note for learning and 
arte, — in wMch number lie there met with Ms old friend 
Siguier Vietta, a gentleman of Yemce, and then taken to 
be Secretary to the Great Ihike of Tuscany. 

After some stay in Florence, he went the fourth time to 
visit Borne, where, in the English College he had very 
many friends ; — their humanity made them really so, though 
they knew Mm to be a dissenter from many of their 
principles of religion ; and having enjoyed their company, 
and satisfied himself concemii^ some curiosities that did 
partly occasion Ms journey tMther, he returned back to 
Florence, where a most notable accident befel Mm ; an 
accident that did not only find new employment for Mb 
choice abilities, but did introduce Mm to a knowlei^e and 
interest with oiir TTing James, then £ii^ of Scotland ; wMcb 
I shall proceed to relate. 

But first I am to tell the Header, that though Queen 
Elizabeth, or she and her Council, were never willing to de- 
clare her successor ; yet Jtunes, then King of the Scots, 
was confidently believed by most to be the man upon whom 
the sweet trouble of Kingly government would be imp<wed ; 
and the Queen declining very fast, both by ^e and visible 
injSrmitiea, those that were of tl).e Bomish persuasion in 
point of Beligion, — even Bome itself, and those of tMs 
nation, — knowing that the death of the Queen and the 
establishing of her successor, were taken to be critical days 
for destroying or establisMng the Protestant religion in 
tMs nation, did therefore improve all opportunities for 
preventing a Protestant Prince to succeed her. And as the 
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Fope'B EzconuQuiucatioit of Queen Elizabeth, had both by 
the judgment and practice of the Jeauited Papist, exposed 
her to be warrantably destroyed ; so, — if we may belicTC 
J . an angry adTerBaiy, a secuhir Priest • against 
bU Q odlibets. * J^"^* — yo^ '^^y beUeve, that about that 
time there were many endeavours, first to 
excommunicate, and then to shorten the Uf e of King 
James. 

Immediately after Sir Henry Wotton's return from 
Borne to Florence, — nhich was about a year before the 
death of Queen Elizabeth — Ferdinand ' the Great Ihilce of 
Florence, had intercepted certain letters, that discovered a 
design to take away the life of James, the then King of Scots. 
The Duke abhorring this fact, and resolving to endeavour 
a prevention of it, advised with his Secretary Vietta, by 
what means a caution might be best given to that King ; 
and after consideration it was resolved to be done by Sir 
Henry Wotton, whom Vietta first commended to the 
Duke, and the Duke had noted and approved of above all 
the English that frequented his Court. 

Sir Henry was gladly called by his friend Tietta to the 

' 'WitliiuD WatKiD,a«eculnrpriest, wrot«a"D«oacordonof ten Quod' 
Ubetieal QueBdons," in which he diacloaes the character and conduct of 
the Jesuits ; exhibiting in proper colours their arts of equivocation and 
mental reservatton. Yet this man, so acute in diBcemlng the errors of 
others, was banged in 1603, for High Treason, along with William 
Clark, a Popish priest, and George Brook, brother to Lord Cobhani, for 
conspiring the death of James I. He had deceived his accomplices by 
iDsCructing them, " That the King, before his corunalion, wa« not Ha 
actual but a political king, and therefore no treason could be cominitted 
against him." 

' First of tbat name of the House of Medicis, was iotended for the 
Cborch, and was created a Cardinal by Pius IV. in 1563. In 156T, on 
the death of bis elder brother, Francis-Maria, Duke of Tuscany, be 
resigned the purple, at the ageuf 52, and married Catherine of Lorraine, 
daughter of the Duke Charles II. He died Feb. 22Dd, 1 608-9, haviiig 
governed with great mildness, being a wise and domestic Prince. 
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Duke, who, after much profesdon of trust and friendship, 
acquainted him with the secret ; and being well instructed, 
dispatched him into Scotland with letters to the King, and 
with those letters such Italian antidotes against poison, as 
the Scots till then had been strat^rs to. 

Having parted from the Duke, he took up the name and 
language of an Italian ; and thinking it best to avoid the 
line of Enghsh intelligence and danger, he posted into 
Norway, and through that country towards Scotland, 
where he found the Sing at Stirling. Being there, he 
used means, by Bernard lindsey, one of the Eling's Bed- 
chamber, to procure him a speedy and private conference 
with his Majesty; assurii^ him, "That the buBinesa 
which he was to n^ociate was of such consequence, as 
had caused the &reat Duke of Tuscany to enjoin him sud- 
denly to leave his native country of Italy, to impart it to 
his King." 

This being by Bernard Lindsey made known to the 
King, the King, after a little wonder — mixed vrith jealousy 
— 'to hear of an Italian Ambassador, or messei^^r, re- 
quired his name; — which was said to be Octavio Baldi, — 
and appointed him to be heard privately at a fixed hour 
that evening. 

When Octavio Baldi came to the Presence-chamber door, 
he was requested to lay aside ' hie long rapier — which, 
Italian-hke, he then wore ; — and being entered the chamber, 
he found there with the King three or four Scotch Lords 
standing distant in several comers of the chamber : at the 
Bight of whom he made a stand ; which the King observing, 
" bade him be bold, and deUver his message ; for be would 
undertake for the secrecy of all that were present." Then 
did Octavio Baldi deliver his letters and bis message to the 
King in Italian ; which when the King had graciously re- 
ceived; after a little pause, Octavio Baldi steps to the table, 
and whiepets to the King in his own language, that he was 
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an EngliBhman, beseectiiiig him for a laore private confe- 
reace vith hia Majesty, and that he might be concealed 
during Mb stay in that nation ; which was promised and 
really performed by the King, during all hia abode there, 
which was about three months ; all which time was spent 
with much pleasantness to the King, and with aa much 
to Octavio Baldi himself, as that country conld afford; 
from which he departed as true an Italian as he came 
thither. 

To the Duke at Elorence he returned with a fair and 
grateful account of his employment ; and within some few 
months after his return, there came certain news to Flo- 
rence, that Queen Elizabeth was dead : and James, Eing 
. of the Scots, proclaimed Eing of Ei^land. The Duke 
knowing travel and business to be the best schools of wis- 
dom, and that Sir Henry Wotton had been tutored in both, 
advised him to return presently to England, and there joy 
the Eing with his new and better title, and wait there upon 
Fortune for a better employment. 

When Eing James came into Ei^land, he found amongst 
other of the late Queen's officers. Sir Edward, who was, 
after Lord Wotton, Comptroller of the House, of whom he / 
demanded, " If be knew one Henry Wotton, that had spent 
mudi time in foreign travel F " The Lord replied he knew 
bim well, and that he was his brother. Then the Eing, 
asking where he then was, was answered, at Venice or 
Florence ; but by late letters from thence be understood 
he would suddenly be at Paris. " Send for him," said the 
Eing, " and when he shall come into England, bid him 
repair privately to me." The Lord Wotton, after a little 
wonder, asked the Eing, " If he knew him P " To which 
the Tfing answered, "You must rest unsatisfied of that till 
you bring the gentleman to me." 

Not many montlu after this discourse, the Lord Wotton 
brought bis brother to attend the Eing, who took him in 
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his arms, and bade him welcome by the name of Octavio 
Baldi, Baying, he was the most honest, and therefore the 
best dissembler that ever he met with : and said, " Seeii^ 
I know you neither want learning, travel, nor experienoe, 
and that I hare had so real a testimony of your faithful- 
noBB and abilities to manage an ambasBs^, I hare sent foi- 
you to declare my purpose ; which is, to make use of you in 
that kind hereafter." And indeed the King did so, most 
of those two ftnd twenty years of his reign ; but before he 
dismiased Octavio Baldi from his present attendance upon 
him, he restored bim to his old name of Henry Woiton, by 
which he then knighted him. 
Not long after this, the Eii^; haying resolved according 



to his ilLotto—Beati pacifici — to have a friendship with his 
neighbour Kingdoms of France and Spain ; and also, for 
divers weighty reasons, to enter into an alliance with the 
State of Venice, and to that end to send Ambassadors to 
those several places, did propose the choice of these em- 
ployments to Sir Henry Wotton ; who, considering the 
smallness of his own estate, — which he never took care to 
augment, — and knowing the Courts of great Princes to be 
sumptuous, and necessarily expensive, inclined most to 
that of Tenice, as being a place of more retirement, and 
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belt snitiiig vith his genius, who did ever love to join with 
bilsineBB, etudj, and a trial of OaturaJ experiments ; for 
both which, fruitful Italy, that darling of Nature, and 
cherisher of all arta, is so justly famed in all parte of the 
Christian world. 

Sir Henry having, after some short time and considera- 
tion, resolved upon Venioe, and a large allowance being 
appointed by the King for his voyage thither, and a settled 
maintenance during his stay there, he left England, nobly 
accompanied through France to Venice, by gentlemen of 
the best families and breeding that this nation afforded : 
they were too many to name ; but these two, for the fol- 
lowing reasons, may not be omitted. Sir Albertus Morton,' 
his Nephew, who went hia Secretary ; and William Bedel,' 
a man of choice learning, and sanctified wisdom, who went 
his Chaplain. 

And though his dear friend Dr. Bonne — then a private 
gentleman— was not one of the number that did personally 
accompany him in this voyage, yet the reading of this fol- 
lowing letter, sent by him to Sir Henry Wotton, the morn- 
ing before he left England, may testify he wanted not his 
friend's best wishes to attend him. 

' The BOD of George Morton, of Eeture, in Kant, elected Scholar of 
King's College, Cambridge, in 1602. After bis eniplojnieat under Sir 
H, Wotton, he was thrice agent in SaToy, Secretary to (he Ladj 
Elizabeth, in Heidelberg, and agent for the King to the Princes of the 
Union. He also became a Clerk of the Council, and was knighted in 
1617. He died in the Parish of St. Margaret, Weatmioster, about 
NoTember, IGS5, having been elected a Bnrgeu in Farliameut for the 
Unirersity of Cambridge ; and he left a widow and one son. 

' William Bedel, an excellent Prelate, was bom ai Black J-'otley, in 
Eeiex, and educated at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, of which he 
became Fellow in 1593. Mncb of his memoirs is givec in the text; he 
died Feb. 7th, 1641, in the bouse of an Irish Minister, whither the rebels 
had conveyed him. In biit life by Bishop Bnmet, ia an inleresting 
account of his Irish translation of Che Scriptarea. 
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SIR. 
After ihoie reverend papers, whoge aovl is 
Our good and great King'e lov'd hand wndfean'd name. 
By which to you fte derivet much of Am, 
And, how he may, makee you abnoti the gams .- 
A taper of his torch ; a copy writ 
From hie original, and a fair beam, 
Of the same warm and daaxUng Sun, though U 
Must in another sphere his virtue stream : 
After those learned papers, which your hand 
Hath stor'd vtitk notes of use and pleasure too : 
From which rich treasury you may command 
^ matter whether you wiU 'write or do : 
After those loving papers which friends send 
WUh glad grief to your sea-ward steps fa/reweU, 
And thicken on you now as prayers ascend 
To Heaven on troops at a good man's passing-bell .- 
Admit this honest paper, and allow 
It such an audience as yov/rself would ask ; 
What you would so/y at Venice, this says novi. 
And has for nature what you have for task. 
To swear muck love; -nor to be ehamg'd before 
Honour alone will to your fortune fit ; 
Nor shaU I then honour your fortune more, 
Than I ha/ve done your honour wanting wit. 
But 'tis an. easier load— though both oppress — 
To want, than govern greatness ; for we a/re 
In that, owr own and only business ; 
In this, we must for others' vices care. 
'Tis therefore well your spirits now areplae'd 
In their last furnace, in activity. 

Which fits them, ; Schools, and Courts, and Wars o'erpast 
To touch and taste in any best degree. 
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For me ! — if there he such a thing at I — 
Fortune — if there be sueh a thing ae she — 
Finde that I bear so well her tyranny. 
That the thinks nothing else eofiifor me. 
Bnt thffugh she part us, to hear «i.y oft prayers 
For your increase, God is as near me here : 
And, to send you what I shall beg, Aie stairs 
In length and ease are aliJce every where. 

J. DOHHB.' 



Sir Bearj Wotton was received by Ijhe State of Tenice 
with much honour and gladness, both for that he delivered 
his ambaBBBge meet elegantly in the Italian huigua^, ajid 
came also in Bueh a jimcture of time, as his master's friend- 
ship seemed useful for that BepubUc. The time of his 
coming thither was about the year 1604, Leonardo Donato 
beii^ then Duke ; a wise and resolved man, and to all pur- 
poses such — Sir Henry Wotton would often say it — as the 
State of Venice could not then have wanted j there having 
been formerly, in the time of Pope Clement the Eighth, 
some contests about the privileges of Churchmen, and the 
power of the Civil Magistrates ; of which, for the informa- 
tion of common readers, I shall say a little, because it may 
^ve light to some passages that follow. 

About the year 1603, the Eepublie of Venice made 
several injunctions against lay-persons giving lands or 
goods to the Church, without licence from the Civil Magis- 
trate ; and in that inhibition they expressed their reasons 
to be, " For that when ^y goods or land once came into 
the hands of the Ecclesiastics, it was not subject to ahena- 
tdon: by reason whereof — the lay-people being at their 

■ In the firat editioa of this Life, the whole of the passsges from 
" And though his dear friend," to " Sir Honrj Wotton was receiTud," 
are wanting. 
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death charitable even to excess, — the Clei^ grew every 
day more numeroas, and pretended an exemption from all 
pnblic service and taxes, and from all secidar judgment ; 
80 that the bnrden grew thereby too heavy to he borne by 
the Laity," 

Another occasion of difference was, that abont this time 
complaints were justly made by the Venetians against two 
Clergymen, the Abbot of N^ervesa, and a Canon of Ticenza, 
for committing such sins as I think not fi.t to name : nor 
are these mentioned with an intent to fix a scandal upon 
any calling; — for holiness is not tied to Ecclesiastical 
Orders, — and Italy is observed to breed the most virtuous 
and most vicious men of any nation. These two having 
been long complained of at Bome in iihe name of the State 
of Venice, and no satisfaction being given to the Venetians, 
they seized the persons of this Abbot and Canon, and com- 
mitted them to prison. 

The justice or injustice of such, or the hke power, then 
used by the Venetians, had formerly had some calm de- 
bates betwixt the former Pope Clement the Eighth,' and 
that Bepublic : 1 say, calm, for he did not excommunicate 
them ; considering, — as I conceive, — that in the late Coun- 
cil of Trent, it was at last — after many politic disturbances 
and delays, and endeavours to pireserve the Pope's present 
power. — in order to a general reformation of those many 

' OriginaDy nnmed Hippolito Aldubrandini. was born at Fano, IS36, 
studied at Feirara and Bologna, was made 'Cardinal bj Rixtus V., and 
in January, 1S92, succeeded Innocent IX, at Ponljff. He converted 
Henry IV. of France, nrilh many more, to the Roman faith, and 
adianced Bellarmine, Baronius, and other learned men to be Cardinnlg. 
After a reign of piety, moderation, and wisdom, he died in March, 1605 ; 
and waa succeeded by Leo XI., wbo lived onlj twenty-nine days after. 
His BueccBsor was Camillo Borghese, commonly called Pope Paul V. 
He was bom at Honie, jn IB53, and being an eminent Doctor of the 
Ciril Law, be rose rapidly in the Papal faTour, until be was created 
Cardinal by Clement VIH. He died at Rome, in Jannary. 1631. 
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errors, which were in time crept into the Church, declared 
bj that Council, " That though discipline and especial Es- 
communieation be one of the chief sinews of Church-goTem- 
ment, and intended to keep men in ohedience to it : for 
which end it was declared to be very profitable ; yet it was 
also declared, and advised to be used with great sobriety 
and care, becauee experience had informed them, that when 
it was pronounced unadvisedly or rashly, it became more 
contemned than feared." And, though tiiis was the advice 
of that Council at the conclusion of it, which was not many 
years before this quarrel with the Venetians:' yet this 
pradent, patient Pope Clement dying. Pope Paul the Fifth, 
who succeeded him, — though not immediately, yet in the 
same year, — being a mun of a much hotter temper, brought 
this difEerence with the Venetians to a much higher con- 
tention ; objecting those late aets of that State to be a 
diminution of hia just power, and limited a time of twenty- 
four days for their revocation ; threatening if he were not 
obeyed, to proceed to the Excommunication of the Ke- 
public, who still offered to shew both reason and ancient 
custom to warrant their actions. But this Pope, contrary 
to his predecessor's moderation, required absolute obedience 
without disputes. 

Thus it continued for about a year, the Pope still threaten- 
ing Excommunication, and the Venetians still answering 
him with fair speeches, and no compliance ; till at last the 
Pope's zeal to the Apostolic See did make him to excom- 
municate the Duke, the whole Senate, and all their 
dominions, and, that done, to shut up all their Churches ; 
charging the whole Clergy to forbear all sacred offices to 
the Venetians, till their obedience should render them 
capable of Absolution. 

But this act of the Pope's did but the more confirm the 
' This passBga from tbe worda,"! M7,caliii," &c.,was not in the 
first edition. 
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Venetians in their resolution not to obey him : and to that 
end, upon the hearing of the Pope's interdict, they presently 
published, by sound of trumpet, a Proclamation to this 
effect: 

" That whoeoever hath received from Bome any copy of 
a papal Interdict, published there, as well against the Law 
of God, as against thehonourof this nation, shall presently 
render it to the Council of Ten, upon pain of Death." And 
made it loss of estate and Nobility, but to speak in behalf 
of the Jesuits. 

Then was I>uado their Ambassador called bome from 
Bome, and the Inquisition presently suspended by order of 
the State : and the flood-gates being thus set open, any 
man that had a pleasant or scofBng wit might safely vent 
it against the Pope, either by free speaking, or by libels in 
print ; and both became very pleasant to the people.' 

Matters thus heightened, the State advised with Father 
Paul, a holy and learned Friar, — the author of the " His- 
tory of the Council of Trent," — whose advice was, " IJeither 
to provoke the Pope, nor lose their own right:" he declaring 
publicly in print, in the name of the State, " That the Pope 
was trusted to keep two keys, one of Prudence and the other 
of Power : and that, if they were not both used together. 
Power alone is not effectual in an Escommunication." 

And thus these discontents and oppositions continued, 
till a report was blown abroad, that the Venetians were all 
turned Protestants ; which was believed by many, for that 
it was observed that the English Ambassador was so often 
in conference with the Senate, and his Chaplain, Mr. Bedel, 
more often with Father Paul, whom the people did not 
take to be his friend : and also, for that the Republic of 
Venice was known to give commission to Gregory Jus- 
tiniano, then their Ambassador in England, to make all 

' From "But this act of the Pope's "to" very pleasant to the people," 
did not appear in the llrat edition. 
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these proceedings known to the King of England, and to 
cr&ve a promise of hia asBiBtance, if need should require : 
and in the mean time they required the Ejng's advice and 
judgement; which was the same that he gave to Pope 
Clement, at his first coming to the Crown of England ; — 
that Pope then moving him to an union with the Soman 
Church; — namely, "To endeavour the calling of a free 
Council, for the settlement of peace in Christendom ; and 
that he doubted not hut that the French King, and divers 
other Princes, would join to assist in so good a work ; and, 
in the mean time, the sin of this breach, both with his and 
the Venetian dominions, must of necessity lie at the Pope's 
door," 

In this contention — which lasted almost two years — the 
Pope grew still higher, and the Venetians more and more 
resolved and careleaa ; still acquainting King James with 
their proceedings, which was done by the help of Sir Henry 
Wotton, Mr. !3edel, and Padre Panio, whom the Venetians 
did then call to be one of their consulters of State, and with 
his pen to defend their just cause ; which was by him so 
performed, that the Pope saw plainly he had weakened his 
power by exceeding it, and offered the Venetians absolu- 
tion upon very easy terms ; which the Venetians still sligbt- 
ing, did at last obtain by that which was scarce so much 
as a shew of acknowledging it : for they made an order, that 
in that day in which they were absolved, there should be 
no public rejoicing, nor any bonfires that night, lest the 
common people might judge, that they desired an absolu- 
tion, or were absolved for committing a fault. 

These contests were the occasion of Padre Paulo's know- 
ledge and interest with King James ; for whose sake princi- 
pally. Padre Paulo compiled that eminent History of the 
remarkable Council of Trent; which history was, as fast as 
it was written, sent in several sheets in letters by Sir Henry 
Wotton, Mr. Bedel, and others, unto King James, and the 
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then Bishop of Canterbury, into England, and there first 
made public, both in Ei^lish and the tmiveraal language. 

For eight years after Sir Heniy Wotton'a going into Italy, 
he stood fair and highly valued in the King's opinion ; but 
at laat became much clouded by an accident, which I shall 
proceed to relate. 

At his first going Ambassador into Italy, as be passed 
through Germany, he stayed some days at Augusta ; where 
having been in bis former travels well known by many of 
the best note tor learning and ingeniousness. — those that 
are esteemed the virtuosi of that nation,— with whom he 
pasaiog an evening in merriments, was requested by Chris- 
topher Flecamore to write some sentence in his Albo ;—^ 
book of white paper, which for that purpose many of the 
German gentry aaually carry about them : — and Sir Henry 
Wotton consenting to the motion, took on occasion, from 
some accidental discourse of the present company, to write 
a pleasant definition of an Ambassador in these very 
words; 

" Jjegaiue egl vir bonui, peregre miggue ad meTUiendu/m 
Me^iAlioB catted." ' 

Which Sir Henry Wotton could have been content should 
have been thus EngHshed : 

" An Ambatgador is on hoTieit mcea, sent to Ue abroad for 
the good of hie cowntry." 

But the word for lie-^being the hinge upon which the 
conceit was to turn — was not so eipressed in Latin, as 
would admits— in the hands of an enemy especially— so fair 
a construction as Sir Henry thought in English. Yet as it 
was, it slept quietly among other aentences in this Albo 
almost eight years, till by accident it fell into the hands of 

' The Latin Eentance admits of no ambignilj ; tho plun translation 
is, " An ambassador is BD honest man, sent abroad to tell liee for tlu 
good of his country." Wotton no doubt intended the remark for an 
iranical hit at some person, w. d. 
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Jasper Scioppiua,' a. Bomanist, a man of a restless spirit and 
a malicioua pen; who, with books a^ust K"ing James, 
prints this as a principle of that rel^on professed by the 
King, and his Ambassador Sir Hem^ Wotton, then at 
Tenice; and in Venice it was presently after written in 
seTeral glass-windows, and spitefully declared to be Sir 
Henry Wotton'a. 

This coming to the knowledge of King James, he appre- 
hended it to be such an oversight, such a weakness, or 
worse, in Sir Henry Wotton, as caused the King to express 
much wrath against him: and this caused Sir Henry 
Wotton to write two apologies, one to Velserus ' — one of 
the chiefs of Augusta — in the nniversaJ langua^, which he 
caused to be printed, and gireu and scattered in the most 
remarkable places both of Germany and Italy, as an anti- 
dote ^^ainst the Tenomous books of Scioppius ; and another 
Apology to King James ; which were both so ingenious, so 
clear, and so choicely eloquent, that his Majesty— who was 
a pure judge of it — could not forbear, at the receipt thereof, 
to declare publicly, "That Sir Henry Wotton had commuted 
sufficiently for a greater offence." 

And how, as broken bones well set become stronger, so 
Sir Henry Wotton did not only recover, but was much 

1 A learned writer, bom in Germanj about 1576, who tamed 
BflmnnlsC in 1599, on reading the Annals of Baronins. He recom- 
mended the extirpatioD of Prutestantg to the Catholic Princes, and 
wrote with much rancour agiainst King Jamea, Scaliger, Casaubon, &c. 
Towarda the end of his life he pretended to propheaj, and sent some of 
hia predictions to Cardinal Mazarine, who disregarded them. He died 
in 1 649, at Padua. 

' Mark Velser, or WeUer, was bom at Angsburg, June SO, 16S8, of 
a noble and ancient German family. Be pursued his studies at Rome 
under the celebrated Mnretna, and npon bis return into his natiTs rity, 
having acquired great reputation at the bar, became one of its first 
magistrates, and was very learned himself, and a great patron of 
learned men. He died in 1614. 
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more confirmed in his Majesty's eatlmatiou and faTour 
than formerly he had been. 

And, as that man of great wit and useful fancy, his 
friend Dr. Donne, gave in a Will of his — a Will of conceitB 
— hia deputation to his Friends, and his Industry to Ms 
Foes, because from thence he received both : so those 
friends, that in this time of trial laboured to excuse this 
facetious freedom of Sir Henry Wotton's were to him 
more dear, and by lum more highly valued ; and those 
acquaintance, that ui^^ this as an advant^e against 
him , caused him by this error to grow both more wise, and 
— which is the best fruit error can bring forth — for the 
future to become more industriously watchful over bis 
tongue and pen. 

I have told you a part of his employment in Italy; 
where, notwithstanding the death of his favourer, the 
Duke Leonardo Donato,' who had an undisaembled affec- 
tion for him, and the malicious accusation of Scioppiua, 
yet his interest — as though it had been an entailed love — 
was still found to live and increase in all the succeeding 
Dukes during his employment to that State, which was 
almost twenty years ; all which time he studied the dis- 
positions of those Dukes, and the other Consulters of 
State ; well knowing that he who negoctates a continued 
business, and neglects the study of dispositions, usually 
fails in his proposed ends. But in this Sir Henry Wotton 
did not fail ; for, by a fine sorting of fit presents, curious, 
and not costly entertainments, always sweetened by various 
and pleasant discourse — with which, and hia choice appli- 
cation of stories, and his el^ant delivery of all these, even 
in their Italian language, he first got, and still preserved, 
such interest in the State of Venice, that it was observed 
— such was either his merit or his modesty— they never 
denied him any request. 

I Doge of Venice from 1608to Jnlj, 1612. 
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But all this shews but bis abilitiee, and his fituees for 
that employment : it will therefore he needful to tell the 
Keader, what use he made of the interest which these pro- 
cured him : and that indeed was rather to oblige others 
than to enrich himself : he still endeavouring that the re- 
putation of the EngUsh might be maintained, both in the 
German Empire and in Italy ; where many gentlemen, 
whom travel had invited into that nation, received from 
him cheerful entertainments, advice for their behaviour, 
and, by his interest, shelter or deliverance from those 
accidental storms of adversity which usually attend upon 
travel. 

And because these things may appear to the Beader to 
be but generals, I shall acquaint him with two particular 
examples : one of his merciful disposition, and one of the 
nobleness of his mind ; which shall follow. 

There had been many Enghsh Soldiers brought by Com- 
manders of their own country, to serve the Venetians for 
pay against the Turk ; and those English, having by irre- 
gularities, or improvidence, brought themselves into several 
galleys and prisons. Sir Henry Wotton became a petitioner 
to that State for their Hves and enlargement ; and his re- 
quest was granted : so that those — ^whlch were many hun- 
dreds, and there made the sad examples of human misery, 
by hard imprisonment and unpitied poverty in a strange 
nation — were by his means released, relieved, and in a com- 
fortable condition sent to thank Qod and him, for their 
lives and liberty in their own country. 

And this I have observed as one testimony of the com- 
passionate nature of him, who was, during his stay in those 
parts, as a dty of refuge for the distressed of this and 
other nations. 

And for that which I offer as a testimony of the noble- 
ness of his mind, I shall mtike way to the Eeader's 
clearer understanding of it, by telUug him, that beside 
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Beveral other foreign employmentH, Sir Henry Wotton was 
sent thrice Ambassador to the Bepublic of Tenice. And 
at hia last goini^ thither, he was employed Ambassador to 
several of the Q«rmaxi Princes, and more particularly to 
the Emperor Ferdinaado the Second; and that his em- 
ployment to him, and those Princes, was to incline them 
to equitable conditions for the restoration of the Queen of 
Bohemia and her descendants to their patrimonial inheri- 
tance of the Palatiiiate. 

This was, by hia eight months' constant endeavours and 
attendance upon the Emperor, his Court and Council, 
brought to a probability of a euccesaful conclusion, with- 
out bloodshed. But there were at that time two opposite 
armies in the £eld ; and as they were treating, there was 
a battle fought,' in the managery whereof there were so 
many miserable errors on the one side, — so Sir Henry 
Wotton expresses it in a dispatch to the K"ing — and so ad- 
vantageous events to the Emperor, as put an end to all 
present hopes^ of a successful treaty ; so that Sir Heuiy, 
seeing the face of peace altered by that victory, prepared 
for a removal from that Court ; and at his departure from 
the Emperor, was so bold as to remember him, " That the 
events of every battle move on the unseen wheels of For- 
tune, which are this moment up, and down the next : and 
therefore humbly advised him to use his victory so soberly, 
B^ still to put on thoughts of peace." Which advice, though 
it seemed to be spoken with some passion, — his dear mis- 
tress the Queen of Bohemia,' being concerned in it — 
was yet taken in good part by the Emperor ; who replied, 

' llie battle of Prague. 

> The phrase " his dear miBtress " comg^ls the appearance here of his 
well known renes " to the moat illustrioiu Frinccue, the Ladie 
Elizabeth." 

" You meaner beautie* of the night. 
That poorlj lalisfy oar ejei. 
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"That hd would consider his advice. And though he 
looked on the King his master, as an abettor of his enemy, 
the Palsgrave ; yet for Sir Henry himself, his behaviour 
had been such during the manage of the Treaty, that be 
took him to be a person of much honour and merit ; and 
did therefore desire him to accept of that Jewel, as a testi- 
mony of his good opinion of him:" which was a Jewel of 
Diajnonds of more value than a thousand pounds. 

This Jewel was received with all outward circumstances 
and terms of honour by Sir Henry Wotton. But the next 
inoming, at his departing from Vienna, he, at his taking 
leave of the Countess of Sabrina — an Italian Lady, in 
whose house the Emperor had appointed him to be lodged, 
and honourably entertained— acknowledged her merits, and 
besought her to accept of that Jewel, as a testimony of his 
gratitude for her civilities ; presenting her with the same 
that was given him by the Emperor; which beii^ sud- 
denly discovered, and told to the Emperor, was by him 

More by your nnmber than jour light. 
Ton common paople of (be skies. 

What BTO jou when Ihe sun shall rise ? 
Yon curious chnnters of the wood, 
That warble forth dame Nature's lays. 
Thinking your voice» onderswotl 
Bj jour weftk accenta ; what's jour praise. 

When Philomel her voice shall raise ? 
You violets that Hrst appear, 
Bj jour puK purple mantles known, 
like the prood Tirgins of the year, 
A» if the spring were all jonr own, 

What are joa when the rose is blown ? 
So when my mistreBS slwll be »«en, 
In fonn and beautj of her mind, 
Bj virtue tirst, then choice a Qneen, 
Tell mc, if she were not desipi'd 

The eclipse and glorj of her kind ? " 
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taken for a high affront, and Sir Homy Wotton told eo by 
a messenger. To which he replied, "That though he re- 
ceived it with thankfulness, yet he found m himself an 
indisposition to be the better for any gift that came from 
an enemy to his Boyal Mistress, the Qneen of Bohemia;" 
for BO she was pleaded he should always call her. Many 
other of his services to lus Prince and this nation might be 
insisted upon; as, namely, his procurations of privil^^s 
and courtesies with the German Princes, and the Republic 
of Venice, for the English Merchants : and what he did by 
direction of Tfi-ng James with the Tenetian State, concem- 
ii^; the Bishop of Spalato's ' return to the Church of Bome. 
But for the particulars of these, and many more that I 
meant to make known, I want a view of some papers that 
might inform me, — his late Majesty's Letter-Office having 
now suffered a strange alienation, — and indeed I want 
time too ; for the Printer's press stays for what is written ; 
so that I must hasten to bring Sir Henry Wotton in an 
instant from Venice to London, leaving the reader to make 
up what is defective in this place, by the small supplement 
of the Inscription under his Arms,' which he left at all 
those houses where he rested, or lodged, when he returned 
from Ms last Embassy into England. 

Henricus Wottonlus Anglo-CamtiwnM», Thomee op^mt 

' Mucns Anloniiu de Dominii, Archbiihop of Spalatro, in Dalmatia, 
in the terrili»7 of Venice, wu bom at Arbs, nboni 1961. He came to 
Engtand with Mr. Bedel, in 1617, and, on profewing himself a ronvert 
to tb« Protectant faith, was made Dean of Wind«or. He wa«, bowe<rer, 
persoaded by the Ambasaador Oondamar, to return to Borne, and his 
fonner religion ( but though the pcomiM of a Cardinal'! hat wa* held 
out to him, he was seixed bj the Inqnisitioli, and died in prison, in ISSS. 

' A painted shield, nith tha titles of the Ambassador written below 
it, called a Lodging Scutcheon, was comnionl/ hung over the door of 
ttie house in wMch tJie Envoy resided ; a cnstom derived probably trtma 
the ancient times of chivalry, when the ko^htB who were to appear in a 
lonmament suspended their arms at the wiodowa of their dwellings. 
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virifiKtit natu minimu», a Sereniseimo Jacobo I. Mag. Brit. 
Bege, in equegtrem, titulum adseitus, ejuedemque ter ad 
Bemptiblieam, Venetajn Legairts Ordinariug, eemel ad Con- 
fcederatarvm PTovinciaru/m Ordmea in Juliaeenei negolio. 
Bi» ad Carolum Emanuel, Sabaudiee I>aceni ; semel ad 
Uniios Superwris GermaniGB Principee in Conventii Heil- 
bnmensi, postrtTm ad Arehiducem, Leopoldum, Ducem 
Wittembergensem, CivUaiee Imperiaieg, Aj^atinam, TJl- 
mamque, et iptuni Bomanomm Imperatorem Ferdinaudum 
Secimduin, LegatuB Exiraordinariits, tandem hoc didicii, 
Animas fieri sapientioret qaietcetido. 

To London he came the year before Hjng James died ; 
who haTing. for the reward of his foreign service, promised 
him the reversion of an of&ce, irhioh ivas fit to be turned 
into present money, which he wanted, for a supply of his 
present necessities ; and also granted him the reversion of 
the Master of the Bolla place, if he outlived charitable Sir 
Julius Cffisar,' who then possessed it, and then grown so old 
that he was said to be kept alive beyond Nature's coarse, 
by the prayers of those, many poor which he daily relieved. 

But these were but in hope ; and his condition required 
a present support : for in the beginning of these employ- 
ments he sold to his elder brother, the Ijord Wotton, the 
reut-chai^ left by his good father ; and — which is worse 
—was now at his return indebted to several persons, whom 
he was not able to satisfy, but by the Elug's payment of 
his arrears, due for his foreign employments. He had. 

' An eminent Civilian, dewended frryra a very ancient Italian family, 
and bm^ at Tottenham, in Middlesex, in 1SS7, his fallier being 
lli^ician to the Qneene Marj and Eliiabeth. He wai educated at 
Magdalm Hall, Oxford ; bat be took his D.CX. d^ree at Paris. B^- 
Qusen Blinbeth he was made Maiter of the Beqnetla, Jadge of tbe 
Admiralty, and Maatfir of St. Catherine's Hospital; King James T. 
knighted hiin,'inadB him Chancellor of the Bscbequer, and Maiter of 
the Rolls. He died in 1636. 
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brought into England many serrants, of which some were 
German and Italian Artists : this was pwrt of his condi- 
tion, who hsd many timca hardly sufficient to supply the 
occasions of the day : for it may by no means be said of 
his providence, as himself said of Sir Philip Sidney's wit. 



" That it was the very measure of congruity," he being 
always so careless of money, as though our Saviour's words, 
" Care not for to-morrow," were to be literally understood. 
But it pleased the God of Providence, that in this junc- 
ture of time, the Provostship of his Majesty's College of 
Eton, became void by the death of Mr, Thomas Murray,' 
for which there were, as the place deeerred, many earnest 

' He was H mUiTe of Scotluid, Talor and Secretary to Prince Charles. 
Hia leti in oppoting the marrisge of the Prince with the In&itta of 
Spain, occaeioned his impruonment for some tuna, b1<^ with Dr. 
George HackweU, Archdeacon of Surrey, the anthor of " A DUcourte 
against Ihe Spanish Hatch." He died April I, 1633, 



D.3l.za..y Google 



134 THE LIFE OF 

and powerful suitorB ' to the King. And Sir Henry, who 
had for many years — like Sisyphus — rolled the restless 
atone of a State-employment, knowing experimentally that 
the great blessing of sweet content was not to be found in 
multitudes of men or business, and that a College was the 
fittest place to nourish holy thoughts, and to afford rest 
both to his body and mind, which his age — being now 
almost threescore years — seemed to require, did therefore 
use his own, and the interest of all his friends to procure 
that place. By which means, and quitting the Sing of his 
promised reversionary offices, and a piece of honest policy, 
— which I have not time to relate, — he got a grant of it 
from his Majesty. 

And this was a fair satisfaction to his mind : but money 
was wanting to furnish him with those neceasariea which 
attend removes, and a settlement in such a place ; and, to 
procure that, he wrote to his old friend Mr. Nicholas Pey,* 
for his assistance. Of which Nicholas Pey 1 shall here say 
a little, for the clearing of some paas^es that I shall men- 
tion hereafter. 

He was in his youth a Clerk, or in some such way a ser- 
vant to the Lord Wotton, Sir Henry's brother; and by 
him, when he was Comptroller of the King's Household, 
was made a great ofBcer in his Majesty's house. This and 
other favours being conferred upon Mr. Pey — in whom 
there was a radical honesty — were always thankfully 
acknowledged by him, and hie gratitude expressed by a 
willing and unwearied serviceableness to that family eveii 
till his death. To him Sir Henry Wotton wrote, to use all 
his interest at Court, to procure five hundred pounds of 
his arrears, for less would not settle him in the Collie ; 

■ Among- other □ngnccessfal cnndidatea at this time was the great 
Lord BacoD, as appears from a letUr written by him to Mr. Secretary 
Conway, dated Qrfkfi Inn, March 29, 1629. 

* One of the Clerks of the Hitchen. 
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and the want of such a Btun " wrinkled his face with care ;" 
—'twas Ha own expression, — and. that money being pro- 
cured, he should the next day after find him in his Col- 
lege, and "Invidice remedimn" writ over his study door. 

This money, being part of his arrears, was, by his own, and 
the help of honest Nicholas ^y'a interest in Court, quickly 
procured him, and he as quickly in the College ; the place, 
where indeed his happiness then seemed to have its begin- 
ning ; the CoU^ie being to his mind as a quiet harbour to 
a sea-faring man after a tempestuous voyage ; where, by 
the bounty of the pious Founder, hia very food and rai- 
ment were plentifully provided for him in kind, and more 
nioney than enough ; where he was freed from all cor- 
roding cBTcs, and seated on auch a rock, aa the wavea of 
wont could not probably shake : where he might sit in a 
calm, and, looking down, behold the busy multitude tur- 
moiled and tossed in a tempeatnous sea of trouble and 
dangers ; and — as Sir William Davenant has happily ex- I 
pressed the like of another person — 

Laugh at the graver hutinem of the Stale, 
Which gpeakg iiien rather mse than fortwitate. 

Being thus settled according to the desires of hia heart, 
his first study waa the Statutes of the College ; by which 
he conceived hiuiself bound to enter into Holy Orders, 
which he did, being made Deacon with aU convenient speed. 
Shortly after which time, as he came in his surpHce from 
the Church-service, an old friend, a person of quahty, met 
him so attired, and joyed him of his new habit. To whom 
Sir Henry Wotton replied, " I thank God and the King, 
by whose goodness I am now in this condition ; a condi- 
tion which that Emperor Charles the Fifth seemed to 
approve ; who, after so many remarkable victories, when 
his glory was great in the eyes of all men, freely gave up his 
Crown, and the many cares that attended it, to Philip his 
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Son, making a holy retreat to a Cloiateral life, where he 
might, bj devout meditation b, consult with Ood, — which 
the rich or busy men seldom do — and have leisure both to 
examine the errors of his life past, and prepare for that 
great day, wherein all flesh must make an account of their 
actiouB : and after a tind of tempestuous life, I now have 
the like advantage from him, ' that makes the out^ings of 
the morning to praise him ; ' even from my Gl«d, whom I 
daily magnify for this particular mercy of an exemption 
from business, a quiet mind, and a liberal maintenanoe, 
even in this part of my life, when my age and infirmities 
seem to sound me a retreat from the pleasures of this 
world, and iuvite me to contemplation, in which I have 
ever taken the greatest felicity." 

And now to speak a little of the employment of his time 
in the College. After his customary public Devotions, his 
UBO waa to retire into his Study, and there to spend some 
hours in reading the Bible, and Authors in Divinity, closing 
up his meditations with private prayer ; this was, for the 
most part, his employment in the forenoon. But when he 
was once sat to dinner, then nothing but cheerful thoughts 
possessed his mind, and those still increased by constant 
company at his table, of such persons as broi^ht thither 
additions both of learning and pleasure ; but some part of 
most days was usually spent in Pbilosophical conclusions. 
Sot did he forget his innate pleasure of Ang ling, which be 
would usually call, " his idle time not idly spent ; " saying 
often, " he would rather live five May months, than forty 
DecembOTS." ' 

' There is, close to Eton College, & bend in tbe Tliames well known 
to fUhennea, where botli Sir Henry Wolton Kod Iza&k Walton were 
acciutomed to angle in componj. A fishing house now stands on llie 
lank close to the place where the South- Weslam Railway croaaet the 
river. This spot is known by the rather unpoetical name of "Black 
Poti." w. D. 
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He wa,B a great lover of Mb iieigbbourB, and a bountiful 
«ntertamer of them veij often at his table, where his meat 
waB choice, and hiB discourse better. 

He was a constant cherisher of all thoBe joutbs in that 
School, in whom he found either a constant diligence, or a 
geniuB that prompted them to learning; for whose en- 
«our^enient he was — beside many other things of neces- 
sity and beauty — at the charge of setting up in it two rows 
«f pillars, on which he caused to be choicely drawn the 
pictures of divers of the most famous Greek and Latin 
Historians, Foets, and Orators ; persuading them not to 
n^lect Bhetoric, because " Almighty God has left man- 
Hnd affectiona to be wrought upon : " And he would often 
say, " That none despised Eloquence, but such dull souls 
as were not capable of it." He would also often make 
choice of some observations out of those HistorianB and - 
Poets ; and would never leave the School without dropping 
some choice Oreek or I^tin apophthegm or sentence, that 
might he worthy of a room in the memory of a growing 
scholar.' 

He was pleased constantly to breed up one or more 
bopeful youths, which he picked out of the School, and 
took into his own domestic care, and to attend him at his 
meals ; out of whose discourse and behaviour, he gathered 
-observationB for the better completing of bis intended 
-work of Education : of which, by his still striving to 
make the whole better, he lived to leave but part to 
posterity. 

He was a great enemy to wrangling disputes of SeUgion ; 
concerning which I shall say a little, both to testify that, 
And to shew the readiness of his wit. 

Having at his being in Eome made acquaintance with a 
pleasant Priest, who invited him one evening to hear their 

' Tbi* pM-^raph wa« not in thu fint edition, neither wu the one 
ibegimung " The next Veaper." 
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Vesper music at Churcli; tlie Priest B&eaag Sir Henry 
stand obscurely in a comer, aenda to him by a boy of the 
ChoirthiB question, writ on a small piece of paper; "Where 
■was your Eehgion to be found before Luther ? " To which 
question Sir Henry presently underwrit, "My Beligion 
was to be found then, where yours is not to be found now, 
in the written Word of God." 

The next Vesper, Sir Henry wont purposely to the same 
Church, and sent one of the Choir boys with this question 
to Ms honest, pleasant friend, the Priest : " Do you believe 
all those many thousands of poor Christians were damned, 
that were excommunicated because the Pope and the Dute 
of Venice could not agree about their temporal power? 
even those poor ChriatianB that knew not why they 
quarrelled. Speak your conscience," To which ho under- 
writ in French, " Monsieur, excusez-moi." 

To one that asked him, " Whether a Papist may be 
saved ? " be replied, " Tou may be saved without knowing 
that. Look to yourseK." 

To another, whose eameatness exceeded his knowledge, 
and' was still railing' against the Papists, he gave this ad- 
vice ; "Pray, Sir, forbear till you have studied the points 
better : for the wise Italians have this Proverb ; ' He that 
understands amiss concludes worse.' And take heed of 
thinking, the farther you go from the Church of Some, 
the nearer you are to God." 

And to another that spake indiscreet and bitter word» 
against Arminius, I heard him reply to this purpose : 

"In my travel tovrards Venice, as I passed through 
Germany, I rested almost a year at Leyden, where I 
entered into an acquaintance with Arminius,' — then the 

' JamM Arminiug, born in 15B0, at Oudewaler, studied at Leyden, 
Genera, Rod Padua. Being employed to defend Theodore Beia on Pre- 
destination, be became a convert to the verj tenets he waa endeavonring 
to refnle ; and the priocipa) (teturee of his peraaaaion were, a denial of 
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ProfeaBOT of Divinity in that TTniveraity, — a man much 
talked of in this f^, whiuh is made up of opposition and 
controTerey. And indeed, if I mistake not Armimus in 
hie expressions, — aa so weak a lirain as mine is may easily 
do, — then I know I differ from him in some points ; yet I 
profess my judgment of him to be, that he was a man of 
most rare learning, and I knew him to be of a most strict 
life, and of a most meek spirit. And that he was so mild 
appears by his proposals to onr Maet«r Perkins ' of Gam- 
bridge, from whose book, ' Of the Order and Causes of 
Salvation ' — which first was writ in Latin — Arminius took 
the occasion of writing some queries to him concerning the 
consequents of his doctrine ; intending them, 'tis said, to 
come privately to Mr. Perkins' own hands, and to receive 
from him a like private and a Hke loving answer. But 
Mr. Perkins died before those queries came to him, and 
'tis thought Arminius meant them to die with him ; for 
though he lived long after, I have heard he forbore to 
publish them : but since bis death his sons did not. And 
'tis pity, if Qod had been so pleased, that Mr. Perkins did 
not live to see, consider, and answer those proposals him- 
self ; for he was also of a most meek spirit, and of great 
and sanctified learning. And though, since their deaths, 
many of high parts and piety have undertaken to clear the 
controversy ; yet for the most part they have rather satis- 
fied themselves, than convinced the dissenting party. And, 
doubtless, many middle-witted men, which yet may mean 
well, many scholars that are in the highest form for leam- 

elecdon, a belief in the ft^e-wil[ of man to attain salviition, and an idea 
Christians may &1I away, and be lust. TtiR violent dispnCes in wliich 
tliMe prinoiples inroUed bim, jweyed upon \m Bpirita, and broDght on 
an illneu, of which he died in 16D9. 

' Hr. William Perkins, was of Christ's College in the UniTergity of 
Cambridge, where he died in 1602. He was minister of St. Andrew's 
parish, in Cambri^, and had the character of a learned, {rious, and 
Isborions preacher. 
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ing, Thich yet may preach well, men tliat are but preachers, 
and shall never know, till they come to Heaven, where the 
queetioiiB stick betwixt Axniimus and the Church of Eng- 
land, — if there be any, — will yet in this world be tamper- 
ii^ with, and thereby perplexing the controversy, and do 
therefore justly fall under the rebuke of St. Jnde, for bdng 
buBy-bodies, and for meddling with things they understand 
not." 

And here it offers itself — I think not unfitly, to tell the 
Ji«ader, that a friend of Sir Henry Wotton's beii^ designed 
for the employment of an Ambassador, came to Eton, and 
requested from him some experimental rules for his prudent 
and safe carriage in his negociations ; towhomhe smilingly 
gave this for an infallible aphorism ; " That, to be in safety 
liimself, and serviceable to his country, he should always, 
and upon all occasions, speak the tniih, — it seems a State 
paradox — for, says Sir Henry Wotton, you shall never 
he believed ; and by this means your tmtli will secure 
yourself, if you shall ever be called to any account ; and 
it will also put your adversaries — who will still hunt 
counter — to a loss in all their disquisitions and under- 
takings." 

Many more of this nature might be observed ; but they 
must be laid aside : for I shall here make a little stop, and 
invite the Beader to look back with me, whilst, according 
to my promise, I shall say a little of Sir Albertus Morton, 
and Mr. William Bedel, whom I formerly mentioned. 

I have told you that are my Eeader, that at Sir Henry 
Wotton's first going Ambassador into Italy, his Cousin, 
Sir Albertus Morton, went his Secretary : and I am next 
to tell you that Sir Albertus died Secretary of Stato to our 
late Eii^ ; but cannot, am not able to express the sorrow 
that possessed Sir Henry Wotton, at his first hearing the 
news that Sir Albertus was by death lost to him and this 
world. And yet the Beader may partly guess by these 
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foUoviug expreBBioQB : the first in a letter to Ms Nicholas 
Pey, of -which this that f olloweth is a part. 

" And, my dear Nich. when I had been here almost 

a fortnight, in the midat of my great contentment, I re- 
ceived notice of Sir Alhertus Morton his departure out of 
thia world, who was dearer to me than mine own being in 
it : what a wound it is to my heart, you that knew him, 
and know me, will easily believe : but our Creator's will 
must be done, and Unrepiningly received by his own crea- 
tures, who is the Lord of all Katnre and of all Fortune, 
when he taketh to himself now one, and then another, till 
that expected day, wherein it shall please him to dissolve 
the whole, and wrap up even the Heaven itself as a scroll 
of parchment. This is the last philosophy that we must 
study upon earth ; let us therefore, that yet remain here, 
as our days and friends waste, reinforce our love to each 
other ; which of all virtues, both spiritual and moral, hath 
the highest privilege, because death itself cannot end it. 
And my good Nich." Ac. . 

This is a part of his sorrow thus expressed to his Nich. 
Pey : the other part is in this following Elegy, of which 
the Reader may safely conclude it was too hearty to be 
dissembled. 



TEAItS 

WEFT JlT tee GBA.TE Or SIB ALBEBTUS 
BY HENBY WOTTON. 



SiUnce, in truth wtmld speak my eorrow best. 
For deepest wonTide can lea«t their feeling tell : 
re(, let wte borrowfrom mine ow» unrest, 
A time to bid him, whom I lot^d, farewell. 
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Oh, my vnhappy linet ! ymt that before 
Have serv'd my youth to vent »ome wanton cries. 
And now, congeaVd with grief, can scarce implore 
Strength to accent, " Here my AWertue lies" 

This is thai eahle gtone, this u the cave 
And womb of earth, that doth hi« corse embrace : 
While others sing his praise, lei me engrave 
These bleeding nurrAers to adorn the place. 

Sere wiS. I paint the characters of woe ; 
Here will I pay my tribute to the dead ; 
And here my faithful tears in showers shall flow. 
To hrMnanixe the flints on which I tread. 

Where, though I mourn my matchless loss alone, 
An^ none between my weakness judge and me ; 
Yet even these pensive walls aUow my moan, 
Whose doleftd echoes to my plaints agree. 

But is he gone ? and live I rhymijig here, 
As if some Muse would listen to my lay ? 
When aU distwiCd sit waiting for their dear. 
And bathe the banks where he was wont to play. 

DweU then in endless bliss wUh liappy souls, 
I}ischarg'd from Nature's and from, Fortune's trust ; 
Whilst on this fluid globe my hour-glass rolls, 
■ And runs the rest of my remaining dust. 

H.W. 
This concerning hia Sir AlbertuB Morton. 
And for what I shall say concerning Mr. WiUiom Bedel, 
I must prepare the Reader by telling him , that when King 
Jamee sent Sir Henry Wotton Ambasaador to the State of 
Venice, be sent also an Ambassador to theEii^of France, 
and another to the King of Spain. With the AmbasBador 
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of France went Joseph Hall, late Bishop of Norwich, whose 
many and useful works speak his great merit : with the 
Ambassador to Spain went James Wadsworth ; and with 
Sir Henry Wotton went William Bedel. 

These three Chaplains to these three Ambassadors were 
all bred in one University, all of one 
CoUege,* aU beneficed in one Diocese, and ' ^J^J^^l'"^ 
all most dear and entire friends. But in 
Spain, Mr. Wadsworth met with temptations, or reasons, 
such as were so powerful as to persuade him — who of the 
three was formerly observed to be the most averse to tha/t 
Seligion that calls itself Catholic — to disclaim himself a 
member of the Church of England, and to declare himself 
for the Church of Rome, discharging himself of hie atten- 
daoce on the Ambassador, and betaking himself to a 
monasterial life, in which he lived very r^ularly and ao 
died.' 

When Dr. Hall, the late Bishop of Norwich, came into 
England, he wrote to Mr. Wadsworth, — it is the first 
Epistle in his printed Decades, — to persuade his return, or 
to shew the reason of his apostacy. The letter seemed to 
have in it many sweet expressions of love ; and yet there 
was in it some expression that was so unpleasant to Mr. 
Wadsworth, that he chose rather to acquaint his old friend 
Mr, Bedel with his motives ; by which means there passed 
betwixt Mr. Bedel and Mr. Wadsworth, divers letters 
which be extant in print, and did well deserve it ; for in 
them there seems to be a controversy, not of Beligion only, 
but who should answer each other with most love and 
meekness ; which I mention the rather, because it too 
seldom falls out to be so in a book-war. 

There in yet a Uttle more to he said of Mr. Bedel, for 
the greater part of which the Beader is referred to this 

' He liad been appointed to teach the In&nt» Engliab, when llie 
match between her and Prince Charles was supposed to be concladed. 
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following letter of Sir Henry Wotton'B, written to our late 
£ing Charles the First : 

" Ma/y U please You/r most ChacUmt Majesty, 
"Having been informed that certain pererme have, by ike 
good withes of the Archbishop of Armagh, been directed 
hither, wUh a moet humble petition unto your Majesty that 
you win be pleased to make Mr. WiUiatn Bedel— now resi- 
dent upon a small benefice in Suffolk— Governor of your 
College at Dublin, for the good of that Society ; and myself 
being required to render unto your Majesty some testivumy 
of the said WJUiam Bedel who teas long my Chaplain at 
Venice, in the time of my first employment there, I am bound 
in all cortseience amd truth — so for as your Majesty unU 
vouchsafe to accept my poor judgment — to affirm, of him, that 
I thinJe hardly a fitter man for tkat charge could have been 
propounded unto your Majesty in your whole kingdom, for 
eingwlar erudition and piety, conformity to the rites of the 
Church, and tseal to advance the cause of God, wherein his 
travails abroad were not obscure in the time of the Etecom- 
mrmicaiion of the Venetians. 

" For it may please your Majesty to know, that this is the 
man whom, Padre Paulo took, I may say, into his very soul, 
with whom he did communicate the inwardest thoughts of his 
heart ; from whom he professed to have received more know- 
ledge in aU Divinity, both acholastical and positive, than from- 
any that he had ever practised in hie days ; of which all the 
passages were well known to the King your Father, of most 
blessed memory. And so, with your Majesty's good favour, 
I will end this needless office ; for the general fame of his 
learning, his life, and Christian temper, and those reli^oue 
labours which himself hath dedicated to your Majesty, do 
better describe him than I am able. 

Your Majesty's 
Most humble and faithful servant, 

H. WOTTON." 
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To this letter I shall add this : tliat he was — to the great 
joy of Sir Henry Wotton — made GoTemor of the said 
college;* and that, after a fair dischai^ °^ • a 
his duty and trust there he was thence re- . 
moved to be Bishop of Kilmore.f In both places Ms life 
was so holy, as seemed to equal the primitive 
Christians : for as they, ho he kept all the ' 

Ember-weeks, observed — besides his private devotions — 
the canonical hours of prayer very strictly, and so he did 
all the Feasts and Fast-days of his mother, the Church of { 
England. To which I may add, that his patience and 
charity were both such, as shewed his affections were set j 
upon things that are above; for indeed his whole life I 
brought forth the fruits of the spirit ; there being in him 
such a remarkable meekness, that as St. Paul advised his ' 
Timothy in the election of a Bishop, " That he have a good 
report of those that be without ; " J so had he : 
for those that were without, even those that ""' "'' ' 
in point of Beligion were of the Boman persuasion, — of 
which there were very many in his Diocese, — did yet — 
sudi is the power of visible piety — ever look upon hifn with 
respect and reverence, and testified it by a concealing, and 
safe protecting him from death in the late horrid rebellion 
in Ireland, when the fury of the wild Irish knew no dis- 
tinction of persons : and yet, there and then he was pro- 
f«cted and cherished by those of a contrary persuasion ; 
and there and then he died, not by violence or misus^e, 
but by grief in a quiet prison (1629). And with him was 
lost many of his learned writings which were thought 
worthy of preservation ; and amongst the rest was lost 
the Bible, which by many years' labour, and conference, 
and study, he had translated into the Irish tongue, with 
an intent to have printed it for public use. 

More might be said of Mr. Bedel, who, I told the Beader, 
was Sir Henry Wotton's first Chaplain ; and much of his 
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second Chaplain, Isaac Bargrave,' Doctor in Divinity, and 
the late learned and hospitable Dean of Canterbnry ; as 
also of the merits of many others, that had the happiness 
to attend Sir Henry in his foreig;n employments : but the 
Reader may think that in this digression I have already 
carried him too far from Eton College, and therefore I 
shall lead him back as gently and as orderly as I may to 
that place, for a further conference concerning Sir Henry 
Wotton. 

Sir Henry Wotton had proposed to himself, before he 
entered into his Collegiate life, to write the Life of Martin 
Luther, and in it the History of the Beformation, as it was 
carried on in (Jermany : for the doing of which he had 
many advantages by his several Embassies into those 
parts, and his interest in the several Princes of the Em- 
pire ; by whose means he had access to the Becords of all 
the Hans Towns, and the knowledge of many secret pas- 
sages that fell not under common view ; and in these he 
had made a happy prt^ress, as was well known to his 
worthy friend Dr. Duppa, the late reverend Bishop of 
Salisbury. But in the midst of this design, his late 
Majesty Kong Charles the first, that knew the value of 
Sir Henry Wotton'e pen, did, by a persuasive loving 
violence^to which may be added a promise of 500i. a 
yew — force him to lay Luther aside, and betake himself 
to write the history of England; in which he proceeded 
to write some short characters of a few Sings, as a foun- 
dation upon which he meant to build ; but, for the pre- 
sent, meant to be more lai^ in the story of Henry the 
Sixth, the Founder of that College, in which he then en- 

' Dean of CantarbiiT}', bom at Bridge, in Kent, ia 1586, and edacated 
at Clare Hall, Cambridge. He was fined l,O00f. at ' 
of the Civil Wars, for being a member of the Convocation ; and, in 
Colonel Sandye, whom he bad saved from execution, threw him ii 
Fleet, which caused bia death in January, 1643. 
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joyed all the worldly happiness of hie preeent being. But 
Sir Henry died in the midst of this undertaking, and the 
footatepa of hie labours are not recoTerable by a more than 
common dil^nce.' 

This is some account both of his inclination, and the 
employment of his time in the College, where he seemed, 
to have his youth renewed by a continuaJ conversatiom 
with that learned society, and a daily recourse of other 
friends of choicest breeding and parts; by which thatj 
great blessing of a cheerful heart was still maintained; 
he being always free, even to the last of his days, from 
that peevishness which usually attends ^e. 

And yet his mirth was sometimes damped by the re- 
membrance of divers old debts, partly contracted in his 
foreign employments, for which his just arrears due from 
the Tf'Tig would have made satisfaction : but being still 
delayed with Court-promisea, and finding some decays of 
health, he did, about two years before his death, out of a 
Christian desire that none should be a loser by him, moke 
Ms last Will ; concemii^ which a doubt still remains, 
namely, whether it discovered more holy wit, or oon- 
scionable pohcy. But there is no doubt but that his chief 
design, was a Christian endeavour that his debts might be 
satisfied. 

Ai d that it may remain as such a testimony, and a 
legacy to those that loved him, I shall here impart it to 
the Seader, as it was found written with his own hand. 

"In the name of (jk>d Alm^hty and All- merciful, I 
Henry Wotton, Provost of his Majesty's Coll^fe by Eton, 
being mindful of mine own mortality, which the sin of our 
firet parents did bring upon all flesh, do by this last Will 
and Testament thus dispose of myself, and the poor things 
I shall leave in this world. My Soul I bequeath to the 
' The paaaagea from, " fur I ahall here make « Utile stop " in ftifft 
140 to th^ piece were not in the flnt edition. 
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Immortal God my Maker, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, my hleseed Bedeemer and Mediator, through hie 
all sole-Enifficieut Batisfaction for the eine of the whole 
world, and efficient for hia elect ; in the number of whom 
I am one hj his mere grace, and thereof most unre- 
moreahly assured hj his Holy Spirit, the true eternal 
Comforter. My body I bequeath to the earth, if I shall 
end my transitory days, at or near Eton, to be buried in 
the Chapel of the said College, as the Fellows shall dispose 
thereof, with whom I liave lived — my GJod knows — in all 
loving affection ; or if I shall die near Bocton Malherbe, 
in the County of Kent, then I wish to be laid in that 
Parish-Church, as near as may be to the sepulchre of my 
good father, expecting a joyful resurrection with him in 
the day of Christ." 

After this accotmt of hia faith, and this surrender of his 
soul to that Gktd that inspired it, and this direction for the 
disposal of his body, he proceeded to appoint that his 
Executors should lay over his grave a marble stone, plain, 
and not costly : and considering that time moulders even 
marble to dust, — for — ' Monuments themselves must die ; 
therefore did he — waving the common way — -think fit 
rather to preserve his name — to which the son of Sirach 
adviseth all men — by a useful Apophthegm, than by a 
large enumeration of his descent or merits, of both which 
he might justly have boasted ; but he was content to for- 
get theni, and did choose only this prudent, pious sentence 
to discover hia disposition, and preserve his memory. 

It was directed by him to be thus inscribed ; 

Hie jacet huju» Sententice primug Author : 

DISPTJTANDI PBUttlTUS XCCLESUBUH SCABIES. 

Nomen alias qiuere. 
' Juren. Sat. x. 146 : " Qnandoquidem daU rant ipsis qooque fats 
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Which may be Englished thus : 

Here lies the first Author of this sentence : 

THE ITCH OP DI8PDTATION WILL PBOTE 
THE SCAB OF THE CHUBCH. 

Inquire his Na-me elsewhere. 



And if any shall object, as I think some have, that Sir 
Henry Wotton was not the first author of this sentence : 
but that this, or a sentence like it, was long before hia 
time ; to him I answer, that Solomon says, " Nothing can 
be spoken, that hath not been spoken ; for there is no new 
thing under the sun." But grant, that in his various read- 
ing he had met with this, or a like sentence, yet reason 
mixed with charity should persuade all Beaders to believe, 
that Sir Henry Wotton's mind was then so fixed on that 
part of the communion of Saints which is above, that an 
holy lethargy did surprise his memory. For doubtless, if 
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' tie had not believed himself to be the firat author of what 
he said, he was too prudent first to own, and then expose 
it to public view and censure of every critic. And quee- 
tionleaa it will be charity in all Beaders to think his mind 
was then so fixed on Heaven, that a holy zeal did trans- 
porb him ; and that, in this sacred ecstacy, his thoughts 
were then only of the Church Triumphant, into which he 
daily expected hia admisBion ; and that AJmighty God was 
then pleased to make him a Prophet, to tell the Church 
Militant, and particularly that part of it in this nation, 
where the weeda of controversy grow to he daily both more 
nnmerouB and more destructive to humble piety ; and where 
men have consciences that b<^gle at ceremonies, and yet 
scruple not to speak and act such sins as the ancient hum- 
ble Christians beheved to be a sin to think ; and where, 
our reverend Hooker says, "former simplicity, and soft- 
ness of apirit, is not now to be found, hecauae Zeal hath 
drowned Charity, and Skill, Meekness." It will he good to 
think, that these sad changes, have proved this Epitaph to 
be a useful caution unto us of this nation ; and the sad 
efFects thereof in Germany have proved it to he a mournful 
truth. 

This by way of observation concerning his Epitaph ; the 
rest of his Will follows in his own words. 

" Further, I the said Henry Wotton, do constitute and 
ordain to be joint Executors of this my last Will and Testa- 
ment, my two grand-nephews, Albert Morton, second son 
to Sir Robert Morton, Kni ght, late deceased, and Hiomas 
Bai^xave, eldeat son to Dr. Bai^rave, Dean of Canterbury, 
huaband to my right virtuous and only Niece. And I do 
pray the foresaid Dr. Bargrave, and Mr. Nicholas Pey, my 
most faithftil and choaen friends, together with Mr. John 
Harrison,' one of the Fellows of Eton College, best ae- 

■ Elected Fellow of Eton Colle^, October 38(h, 1636. He wms 
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quainted with my books and pictures, and other titenalls, 
to be Superviaors of this my last Will and Testament. 
And I do pray the foresaid Dr. Bai^rave, and Mr, Nicholaa 
Pey, to be Bolicitora for such arrearages as shall appear due 
unto me from his Majesty's Exchequer at the time of my 
death; and to assist my forenamed Executors in some 
reasonable and conscientious satisfaction of my creditors, 
and dischai^ of my legacies now specified ; or that shall 
be hereafter added unto this my Testament, by any Codicil 
or Schedule, or left in the hands, or in any memorial with 
the aforesaid Mr. John Harrison. And first, to my most 
dear Sovereign and Master, of incomparable goodness, — in 
Those gracious opinion I have ever had some portion, as 
far as the interest of a plain honest man — I leave four 
pictures at large of those Dukes of Tenice, in whose time 
I was there employed, with their names written on the 
back side, which hang in my great ordinary Dining room, 
done after the life by Edoardo Fialetto -. ' likewise a table 
of the Venetian Collie, where Ambassadors had their 
audience, banging over the mantle of the chimney in the 
said room, done by the same hand, which containeth a 
draught in little, well resembling the famous Duke Leo- 
nardo Douato, in a time which needed a wise and constant 
man. Item. The picture of a Duke of Venice, hanging 
over against the door, done either by Titiano, or some 
other principal hand, long before my time. Most humbly 
beseeching his Majesty, that the said pieces may remain 
in some comer of any of his houses, for a poor memorial 
of his most humble vassal, 

probably that " learned and eminent Divine," whom Amhouy Wood 
meatiooa aa the Author of " A Vindication of the Hot/ Scriptures, or 
(lie Manif^alation of Jesus Christ, the true Maswah already come." 
Loud. I65S. Sto. 

' Bom at Bologna in 1573 ; studied there nnder Giovanni Bottistk 
Cremonini, and afterwards became a pupil of Tintoretto at Venice. He 
died in I63B. 
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" Item. I leave hia said Majesty all the papers and 
negociations of Sir Ifich. Thrc^fmorton,' Knight, during 
hie famous employment under Queen Elizabeth, in Scot- 
land, and in Fiance ; which contain divers secreta of State, 
that perchance his Majesty will think fit to be preserved in 
hia Paper-Office, after they have been peruaed and sorted by 
Mr. Secretary Windebank, with whom I have heretofore, as 
I remember, conferred about them. They. were committed 
to my disposal by Sir Arthur Throgmorton, hia Son, to 
whose worthy memory I cannot better dischar^ my faith 
than by aaaiguing them to the highest place of truat. Item. 
I leave to our moat gracious and virtuous Queen Mary, 
Bioscorides, with the planta naturally coloured, and the 
teit tranalated by Matthiolo, in the best language of Tus- 
cany, whence her said Majesty is lineally deacended, for a 
poor token of my thankful devotion, for the honour she 
waa once pleased to do my private Study with her pre- 
sence. I leave to the most hopeful Prince, the picture of 
the elected and crowned Queen of Bohemia, his Aunt, of 
clear and reeplendent virtues, through the clouda of her 
fortune. To my Lord's Grace of Canterbury now beii^, 
I leave my picture of Divine Love, rarely copied from one 
in the King's galleries, of my preaentation to his Majesty; 
heseechii^ him to receive it aa a pledge of my humble re- 
verence to his great wisdom. And to the most worthy 
Lord Bishop of London, Lord High Treasurer of England, 
in true admiration of his Christian simphcity and contempt 
of earthly pomp, I leave a picture of Heraclitus bewailing, 

' 'An eminent Statesman and Ambassador in Che Court of Elizabeth, 
whose daughter Sir Walter Raleigh married. He was imprisoned in 
the Tower, as a party in Wyatt's insmrection, but was aoquitted for 
want of evidence ; and being greatly esti^med by Secretarj Walsingham, 
he waa employed in li^mbaHies, both to France and Scotland. Be died 
in Febroary, 1571, being taken ill in the house of Treasurer Cecil, and 
not without suspicion of poison. 
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an-i DemocrituB laughing at the world ; moat humbly te- 
seeching the Baid Lord Archbishop his Grace, and the Lord 
Bishop of London, of both whose favours 1 have tasted in 
my life-time, to intercede with our most gracious Sovereign 
after my death, in the bowels of Jesus Christ, that out of 
compassionate memory of my long services, — wherein I 
more studied the public honour than mine own utility, — 
some order may be taken out of my arrears due in the 
Exchequer, for such satisfaction of my creditors, as those 
whom I have ordained Supervisors of this my last Will 
and Testament shall present unto their Lordships, without 
their further trouble ; hoping likewise in his Majesty's 
most indubitable goodness, that he will keep me from all 
prejudice, which I may otherwise suffer by any defect of 

formality in the demand of nty said arrears. To for 

a poor addition to his Cabinet, I leave, as emblems of his 
attractive virtues and obliging nobleness, my great Load- 
stone, and a piece of Amber, of both kinds naturally 
united, and only differing in degree of concoction, which 
is thought somewhat rare. Item, a piece of Chryatal 
Seiangular — as they grow all — grasping divers several 
things within it, which I bought among the Bhtetian Alps, 
in the very place where it grew; recommending most 
humbly unto his Lordship, the reputation of my poor 
name in the point of my debts, as I have done to the 
forenamed Spiritual Lords, and am heartily sorry that I 
have no better token of my humble thankfulness to his 
honoured person. Item, I leave to Sir Francis Windebank, 
one of his Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, — whom 
I found my great friend in point of necessity, — the four 
Seasons of old Baseano, to hang near the eye in his Parlour, 
— being in Kttle form,— which I bought at Tenice, where I 
first entered into his most worthy acquaintance. 

" To the above-named Dr. Bargrave, Dean of Canterbury, 
I leave all my Itahan Books not disposed in this Will. I 
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leave to him lilcewiae my Viol de Ghunba, which hath been 
twice with me in Italy, iu which country I first contracted 
with him an nnremoveabte affection. To my other Super- 
visor, Mr. Nicholas Pey, I leave my Chest, or Cabinet of 
Instrumeuts and Engines of 

• In it were Italian locks, ^U kinds of uses : in the lower 
pick-locks, screws to fbree open ■, i_ i> m i'^ ^ 

doore. and many things of w<^h ^^ ^^^^t are BOme* fit to 
and rarity, that be had gathered «> bequeathed to none but so 
in his foreign travel. entire an honest man as he is. 

I leave him likewise forty 
pounds for his pains in the solicitation of my arrears ; and. 
am sorry that my n^ged estate can reach no further to on© 
that hath taken such care for me in the same kind, during 
all my foreign employments. To the Library of Eton Col- 
lie, I leave all my Manuscripts not before disposed, and 
to each of the Fellows a plain King of gold, enamelled 
black, all save the verge, with this motto within, " Amor 
unit omnia." 

" This is my last Will and Testament, save what shall be 
added by a Schedule thereunto annexed, written on the 
First of October, in the present year of our Bedemption, 
1637, and subscribed by myself, with the testimony of these 
Witnesses, 

Henbt Wottok. 

Nieh. Oudert, 

Geo. I«fih." 

And now, because the mind of man is best satisfied by 
the knowledge of events, I think fit to declare, that every 
one that was named in his Will did gladly receive their 
l^acies: by which, and his most just and passionate de- 
^es for the payment of his debts, they joined in assisting 
the Overseers of his Will ;' and by their joint endeavours 

' The Will is recorded in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, in tho 
volome marked Coventry, Article e : it was proved Jan. 18th, l&39-40f 
before Sir Henry Marten. 
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to tlie King, — than whom none was more willing — conscioii- 
able aatiafaction was given for his juat debte. 

The next thing wherewith I shall acquaint the Keader is, 
that he went usually once a year, if not oftener, to that be- 
loved Bocton HaU, where he would say, •' He found a cure 
for all cares, by the cheerful company, which he called the 
livii^ furniture of that place: and a restoration of his 
strength, by the connaturalness of that which he called hia 
genial air." 

He yearly went alao to Oxford. But the Summer before 
hia death ho changed that for a journey to Winchester Col- 
lege, to which School he was first removed from Bocton. 
And as he returned from Winchester towards Eton Col- 
lie, said to a friend, hia companion in that journey ; 
" How useful was that advice of a holy Monli, who per- 
suaded his friend to perform his customary devotions in a 
constant place, becauae in that place we usually meet with 
those very thoughts which possessed us at our last being 
there ! And I find it thus far experimentally true, that at 
my now being in that School, and seeing that very place 
where I sat when I was a boy, occasioned me to remember 
those very thoughts of my youth which then possessed me : 
sweet thoughts indeed, that promised my growing years 
numerous pleasures, without mixtures of cares ; and those 
to be enjoyed, when time — which I therefore thought alow- 
paced— had changed my youth into manhood. But ^e 
and experience have taught me that those were but empty 
hopes ; for I have always found it true, as my Saviour did 
foretell, ' sufScient for the day is the eril thereof.' Never- 
theleas, I saw there a succession of boys using the same 
recreations, and, questionless, poaseaaed with the same 
thoughts that then possessed me. Thus one generation 
succeeds another, both in their lives, recreations, hopes, 
fears, and death." 

After his return from Winchester to Eton, which was 
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about five months before Mb death, he becaiae much more 
retired and Gontemplative : in which time he was often 
viiiited by Mr. John Halea, '^learned Mr. John Hales, — 



then a. Fellow of that College, to whom upon an occaeion 
he spate to this purpose : " I have, in my passage to my 
grave, met with most of those joys of which a discoursive 

' Mr. John Halea, of BCon, commonlj called " the Sver-Memorable,'* 
and " the Walking Library," from hie extansive erudition, was Greek 
Professor of the University of OxftiriJ, and was bom at Bath in the 
year 158*. He entered Corpna Chriati College at the age of IS, nbence 
he WHS elected a Fellow of Merlon in 1G06, Sir Henry Saville having 
discovered hia prodigious talents. In 1613, he lefl Oxford fbr a 
Fellonsliip at Eton; and in 1616, he attended Sir Dudley Cartetoo, the 
Ambassador of Jamea 1. to the Synod of Dort, of the proceedings of 
whiuh he wrote a foithfnl and regular narrative in a series of Letters. 
In 1638, Archbishop Laud made him one of his Chaplains : and, in the 
following year, a Canon of Windsor. He gutfered much &om bis attach- 
ment to the Boyal cause, and was obliged to sell his collection of books 
at a low price, notwithstanding which, and the Bssislance of some 
fVienda, he died in extreme distress at Eton, on the 19th of May, 
165B. 

The passage concerning Mr. Hales is wholly omitted in the first 
edition of the Life of Wotion. 
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Boul is capable ; and been entertained with more inferior 
pleasures than the sons of men are usually made partakers 
of : nevertheless, in this voyage I have not always floated 
on the calm sea of content ; but have often met with cross 
winds and storms, and with many troubles of mind and 
temptations to evil. And yet, though I have been, and am 
a man compassed about with human frailties, Almig hty 
God hath by his grace prevented me from making ship- 
wreck of faith and a good conscience, the thot^ht of which 
is now the joy of my heart, and I most humbly praise him 
for it : and I humbly acknowledge that it was not myself, 
but he that bath kept me to this great age, and let hi-rrx 
take the glory of his great mercy. — And, my dear friend, I 
now see that I draw near my harbour of death ; that har- 
bour that will secure me from all the future stoi-ms and 
waves of this restless world ; and I praise Qod I am willing 
to leave it, and expect a better ; that worid wherein dwelleth 
righteousness; and I long for it!" 

These and the like expressions, were then uttered by him 
at the beginning of a feverish distemper, at which time he 
was also troubled with an Asthma, or short spitting : but 
after less than twenty fits, by the help of familiar physic 
and a spare diet, this fever abated, yet so as to leave him 
much weaker than it found him ; and bis Asthma seemed 
also to be overcome in a good d^ree by his forbearing 
tobacco, which, as many thoi^htful men do, he also had 
taken somewhat immoderately. This was his then present 
condition, and thus he continued till about the end of 
October, 1639, which was about a month before his death, 
at which time he again fell into a fever, which thoi^h he 
seemed to recover, yet these still left him so weak, that 
they, and those other common infirmities that accompany 
age, were wont to visit him hke civil friends, and aftOT 
some short time to leave him, — came now both oftener and 
with more violence, and at last took up their constant habi- 
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tation with him, still weakening hie body and abating his 
cheerf ulnesB ; of both which he grew more sensible, and 
did the oftener retire into his Study, and there made many 
papers that had passed his pen, both in the days of his 
youth and in the busy part of his life, lueJeee, by a fire 
made there to that purpose. These, and several unusual 
expressions to his servants and friends, seemed to foretell 
that the day of his death drew near ; for which he seemed 
to those many -friends that obserred him, to be well pre- 
pared, and to be both patient and free from all fear, as 
several of his letters writ on this his last sick-bed may tes- 
tiij. And thas he continued till about the beg inning of 
December following, at which time he was seized more vio- 
lently with a Quotidian fever ; in the tenth fit of which 
fever, his better part, that part of Sir Henry Wotton which 
could not die, put ofi mortality with as much content and 
cheerfulness as human frailty is capable of, being then in 
great tranquillity of mind, and in perfect peace with OroA 
and man. 
, And thus the circle of Sir Henry Wotton's life — that 
circle which b^an at Bocton, and in the circumference 
thereof did first touch at Winchester School, then at Oxford, 
and after upon so many remarkable parts and pass^ea in 
Christendom — that circle of his life was by I>eath thus 
closed up and completed, in the seventy and second year of 
bis age, at Eton Collie ; where, according to his Will, he 
now lies buried, with his Motto on a plain Grave-stone over 
hi in : dying worthy of his name and family, worthy of the 
love and favour of bo many Princes, and persons of emi- 
nent wisdom and learning, worthy of the trust committed 
unto him, for the service of his lYinee and Country. 

And all Readers are requested to believe that he was 
worthy of a more worthy pen, to have preserved his 
Memory and commended his Merits to the imitation of 
■posterity. Iz. Wa. 
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ELEGY ON sm HENRY WOITON, 

WKIT BY 

MR. ABRAHAM COWLEY. 

What »haU we say, Hnce nleni now is he. 
Who when he gpoJee all thinga would BUent be ? 
Who had go •many languages in store. 
Thai only Fame shaU speak of him, in more. 
Whom England now no more retum'd, miut see; 
Se's gone to Heaven, on his fourth embassy. 
On earth he traveWd often, not to say. 
He'd been abroad to pass loose time away ; 
For in wkateoer land he chanced to come. 
He read the men and manners ; bringing home 
Their wisdom,, learning, and their piety. 
As if he went to congu^, not to see. 
So well he understood the most and best 
Of tongues that Babel sent into the West ; 
Spoke them so truly, that he had, you'd swear. 
Not only liv'd, but been bom every-where. 
Justly each nation's speech to him was known. 
Who for the world was made, not us alone : 
Nor ought the language of that mam. be less. 
Who in his breast had all things to express. 
We say that learning's endless, and blame Faie 
For not allowing life a longer date, 
He did the utmost bou/nde of Knowledge find. 
And found them not so large as was his mind ; 
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Bui, like the brave Pellean youth, did moan. 
Became that Art had no more viorlde than one. 
And taken he saw that he through all had poet. 
He died — led he should idle grow at last. 

A. Cowley. 



D.3l.za..y Google 



THE WORKS 



SIE HENRY WOTTON. 
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The two fullowiog tracts, written bj Sir Henrj Wotton, were nevar 
printed { Damely, 

" The JOURNAL of his EMBASSIES to VENICE ; ' a MS. fcirly 
written, and formerly in the library of Lord Edward Conway. 

"THREE PROPOSITIONS to the COUNT D-ANGOSCIOLA, in 
Matters of Dtiek;" a MS. preaerred in the library of the College of 



D.3l.za..y Google 



ME. EICHARD HOOKER: 



"Judiciotii Booker, though the east be spent 
Oa him, liat hath a lasting monument 
1» hit oioa boe/ci ; yet ought we to expreat 
ff not the worth, ytt our reepect/ulneiis." 

Sia WlL. CowpBB. 
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1 1 HA VE been permiaded, by a friend wkom I reveretice, and 
ovght to obey, to write the Life of BICHARB HOOKER, 

' the happy Author of Five— if not mare- — of the eight learned 
booke of " The Laws of Eceleeiaatioal Polity." And though 
I have wndertaJten it, yet it hath been wiiih some unwilling' 
nets I because I foresee that U muet prove to me, and especially 
at thie time of my age, a work of much latiour to enquire, con- 
sider, research, and determine -what is needful to be fni&wn 
concerning him. For I knew him not in hig life, and must 
therefore not only look back to his death, — now sixty-four yewre 
pari— but almost fifty years beyond that, even to his childhood 
and youth ; and gather thence mch obgervations and prog- 
nostics, ae may at least adorn, if not prove necessary for the 
completing of what I have undertaken. 

This trouble I foresee, and foresee also that it is impoesihle 
to escape censures ; againri which I VfUl not hope my weU- 
'meaningand diUgence can protect me, — fori consider theage 
in which I live^-and shall therefore but intreat of my Beader 
a gaspension of his censures, till I have made known unto him 
gom^ reasons, which I myself would now gladly believe do 
maJee me in some measure fU for this undertaking : and if 
iJiese reasons shall not acquit me from aU c&isu/res, they may 
at least abate of their severity, and this is aU I can probahly 
hopefor. ily reasons follow. 

About forty years poet — for I am. now past the seventy of 
my age — I began a happy affinity with Willia/m Cranmer, — 
now unth Qod, — grand-n^hew unto the great Archbishop of 
that name ; — a family of noted prudence and resolution ; with 
him and two of his sisters I had an entire and free friendship : 
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one of them was ike wife of Dr. Spencer,^ a ioeom friend amd 
sometime com-piipil with Mr. Hooker in Carpue Chririi Col- 
lege m Oxford, and after Preeident of the same. I name 
them here, for that I ehall have occaaion to niention them in 
the following ditcowree, as aiso George Crammer, their hrother, 
of whote -useful abUUiea my Reader may have a more authentic 
testimony than m.y pen can pureliase for him, by that of our 
learned Camden and others. 

Thie Wiiliam Cranmer wnd hit two fore-namsd aigtere had 
eome affinity, and a most fam/Uiar friendship, with Mr. Hooker, 
and had had some part of their education with him in hit 
house, when he was parson of Bishop' s-Boume near Canter- 
bury ; in which City their good father then lived. They had, 
I say, a part of their education with him. as myself, since that 
time, a happy cohabitation with them ; and haviTtg gom^ yean 
before read part of Mr. Hooker's works with great liking and 
satisfaction, my affection to them, made me a diligent in- 
quisUor into many things that concerned him ; as namely, of 
hispersons, his nature, the management of his time, his wife, 
his family, and the fortune of him and his. Which enquiry 
hath given me ntuch advantage in the knowledge of what is 
now under m/y consideration, and intended for the satisfac- 
Hon of my Header. 

I had aieo a friendship with the Reverend Dr. Usher,' the 

' A luttiTB of Safiblk, one of tiie Clerks of Corpus Christi College, 
Oxford, and Greek Reader. He entered Orders, became a noied 
Preacher, CbaplaiD to JaineB I., and a great admirer of Richard Hooker 
and the famoaa Dr. John Reynolds, the latler of whom he succeeded as 
Master of his College. About four jears after Hooker's death, he pab- 
lished the Fire Books of Ecclesiastical Polity, with a Preface; and 
dying on April 3rd, I6I4, was buried at Oxford. 

' The illustrious Primate of Ireland, born in Dablin, Jan, 4th, ISSO. 
He n-as the first Student of Trinity College, in 1593, and in 1620 he 
was made Bishop of Moath, whence he was translated to Armagh, in 
163S. Id the Irisb Rebellion, he lost sTery thing but his library, which 
he conveyed to England, where he died in retirement, Uarch aiBt, 
1655.56. 



D.3l.za..y Google 



166 JNTBODTrCTION. 

late learned Archinshop of Armagh ; and wth Dr. Morton, 
the late learned and charUahle BUhyp of Durham ; ae also 
the learned John Halee, of Eton College ; and with them, aUo 
— who loved the very name of Mr. Hooker — I have had many 
ditcourget concerning him ; and from them, and many othsrs 
that have now put off mortaiity, I might have hod more infor- 
maiione, if I could then have admiited a thought of any fU- 
neaa, for what by perMiaeion I have now undertaken. But 
though that full harvest be irrecoverably lori, yet my memory 
hath preserved som^e gleanings, and my diligence made ench 
additions to them, as I hope wiU prove useful to the comput- 
ing of what I intend : in the discovery of which I shall be 
faOhful, and wUh this assurance pvt a period to my Intro- 
duction. 
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MR. RICHARD HOOKER. 



r is not to be doubted, but that Bichard 
Hooker was bom at Heavy-tree, near, 
or within the precincts, or in the City 
of Exeter; a City which may justly 
boast, that it was the birth-place of 
him and Sir Thomas Bodley; as in- 
deed the County may, in which it 
stande, that it hath furnished this 
nation with Bishop Jewel, Sir Francis 
Drake, Sir Walter Bale^h, and many others, memorable 
for their valour and learning. He was bom abou t the year 
of our Bedempton 1553, and of parents that were not so 
- remarkable for their extraction or richea, as for their virtue 
and industry, and God's blessing upon both; by which 
they were enabled to educate their children in some de- 
gree of learning, of which our Eichard Hooker may appear 
to be one fair testimony, and that nature is not so partial 
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\ as always to give the great blessiiigB of wisdoin and learn- 
\ ing, and vith them the greater blessings of virtue and 
IgoTemment, to those only that are of a more high and 
utonourable birth. 

Ss complexion — if ve may guess by him at the age of 
forty — was sanguine, with a misture of choler ; and yet 
his motion was slow even in hia youth, and so was his 
speech, never expresHiig an earnestness in either of them, 
but an humble gravity suitable to the a^ied. And it is ob- 
• served, — bo far as enquiry is able to look back at this dis- 
' tance of time, — that at his being a school-boy he was an 
early questioniat, quietly inquisitive " why this was, and 
that was not, to be remembered ? why this was granted, 
and that denied ? " This being mixed with a remarkable 
modesty, and a sweet serene quietness of nature, and with 
them a quiet apprehension of many perplexed parts of 
learning, imposed then upon him as a scholar, made his 
Master and others to believe him to have an inward blessed 
divine l^ht, and therefore to consider him to be a little 
wonder. For in that, children were less pr^nant, less 



confident and more malleable, than in this wiser, bnt not 



This meekness and conjuncture of knowledge, vith 
modesty in his conversation, being observed by his School- 
master, caused him to persuade his parents — who intended 
him for an apprentice — to continue him at school till he 
could find out Eume means, by persuading his rich Uncle, 
or some other charitable person, to ease them of a part of 
their care and charge ; assuring them that their son was 
so enriched with the blessings of nature and grace, that 
t Qod seemed to single him out as a special instrument of 
hia glory. And the good man told them also, that he 
would double his diligence in instructing him, and wouM 
neither expect nor receive any other reward, than the con- 
tent of so hopeful and happy an employment. 
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This waB not unwelcome news, and especlallj to his 
Mother, to whom he was a dutiful and dear child, and all 
parties were so pleased with this proposal, that it was re- 
solved so it should be. And in the mean time his Parents 
and Master laid a foimdation for hia future happiness, by 
instilling into his soul the seeds of piety, those conscien- 
tious principles of loving and fearing C^od, of an early 
belief, that he knows the very secrets of our souls ; that 
he punisheth our vices, and rewards our innocence ; that 
we should be free from hypocrisy, and appear to man what 

ilwe are to God, because first or last the crafty man is 
^eatched in his own snare. These seeds of piety were so ] 
seasonably planted, and so continually watered with the I 
daily dew of God's blessed Spirit, that his infant virtues 
grew into such holy habits, as did make bim grow daily . 
into more and more favour both with God and man ; which, I 
with the great learning that he did after attain to, hath ' 
made Eichard Hooker honoured in this, and will continue 
him to be so to succeeding generations. 

This good School-master, whose name I am not able to 
Irecover,— and am sorry, for that I would have given him a 
better memorial in this humble monument, dedicated to 
the memory of his scholar, — was very solicitous with John 
Hooker, then Chamberlain of Exeter, and uncle to our 
Bichard, to take his Nephew into his care, and to maintaia 
him for one year in the University, and in the mean time 
to use his endeavours to procure an admission for bim into 
some College, though it were but in a mean degree ; still 
ur^ng and assuring him, that his chaise would not con- 
tinue long ; for the lad's learning and manners were both 
so remarkable, that they must of necessity be taken notice 

I of ; and that doubtless God would provide him some second 
patron, that would free him and his Parents from their 
future care and charge. 

These reasons, with the affectionate rhetoric of his good 
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Master, and God's blessing upon both, procured from his 
Uncle a faitbful promise, tba.t he would take him into Ms 
care and charge before the expiration of the year following, 
which was performed bj him, and with the asaistance of 
the learned Mr. John Jewel ; ' of whom this may be noted, 
that he left, or was about the first of Queen Mary's reign 
expelled out of Corpus Christi Collie in Oxford, — of which 
he was a Fellow, — for adhering to the truth of those prin- 
ciples of Geligion, to which he bad assented and given 
teatimony in the days of her brother and predecessor, 
Edward the Sixth ; and this John Jewel, having within a 
short time after, a just cause to fear a more heavy punish- 
ment than espulsion, was forced, by forsaking this, to seek 
safety in another nation j and, with that safety, the enjoy- 
ment of that doctrine and worship for which he sufEered. 

But the cloud of that persecution and fear ending with 
the life of Queen Mary, the afiairs of the Church and 
State did then look more clear and comfortable ; ho that 
he, and with him many others of the same judgment, 
made a happy return into England about the first of Queen 
Elizabeth ; in which year this John Jewel was sent a Com- 
missicner or Visitor, of tile Churches of the Western parts 
of this kingdom, and especially of those in Devonshire, in 
which County he was bom ; and then and there he con- 
tracted a friendship with John Hooker, the Uncle of our 
Bichard. 

' llr. John Jewel, wbb born in the Parish of Berry Narber, in Devon, 
May 24th, 1522, He was educated at Merton, and Corpiia Christi Col- 
leges, Oxford, and in the reign of Edward VI. he publickly professed 
the Reformed Religion. During the reign of Mary he remained abroad ; 
bnt on the accession of Elizabeth, he returned, and was made Bishop 
of Salisbury, in 1599. In bis controversy with the Roman Catholics, be 
published his famous " Apology for the Church of England," which was 
translated into scTeral languages, altboogh it was greatly opposed by 
the Papists. His fatigues abroad, and his incessant study, so macfa 
impaired bis constitution, that he died, Sept. Slst, 1571. 
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About the second or third year of her reign, thia John 
Jewel Tras made Bishop of Salisbury ; and there being 
always observed in him a willingness to do good, and to 
oblige hia friends, and now a power added to his willing- 



ness ; this John Hooker gave him a visit in Salisbury, and 
besought him for charity's sake to look favourably upon a ^ 
poor nephew of his, whom Nature had fitted for a scholar; 
but the estate of his parents waa so narrow, that they were 
unable to give him the advantage of learning; and that 
the Bishop would therefore become hia patron, and prevent 
him from being a tradeaman, for he was a boy of remark- 
t^ble hopes. And though the Bishop knew men do not / 
(usually look with an indifferent eye upon their own children 
and rdations, yet he asaented bo far to John Hooker, that 
he appointed the boy and his School-master ehould att«nd 
him, about Easter nest following, at that place: which 
waa done accordingly ; and then, after some questions and 
observations of the boy's learning, and gravity, and be- 
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haviour, the Bishop gave Mb School-master a reward, and 
took order for an annual pension for the boy's parents ; 
promising also to take him into his care for a future pre- 
ferment, which he performed : for about the fifteenth year 
of his age, which was anno 1567, he was by the Bishop 
appointed to remove to Oxford, and there to attend Dr. 
Cole,' then President of Corpus Christi College. Which 
he did ; ajid Dr. Cole had — according to a promise made 
to the Bishop — provided for him both a Tutor — which was 
said to be the learned Dr. John Eeynolds," — and"a Clerk's 
place in that College ; which place, though it were not a 
full maintenance, yet, with the contribution of his Uncle, 
and the continued pension of his patron, the good Bishop, 
gave him a comfortable subsistence. And in this condi- 
tion he continued until the eighteenth year of Ms ^e, still 
increasing in learning and prudence, and so much in 
humility and piety, that he seemed to be filled with the 
|Holy Q-host ; and even like St. John Baptist, to be sajicti- 
'fied from his mother's womb, who did often bless the day 
in which she bare Mm. 

About tMs time of Ms age, he fell into a dangerous sick- 
ness, wMch lasted two months ; all wMch time Ms Mother, 
having notice of it, did in her hourly prayers as earnestly 
I beg Ms life of God, as Monica the mother of St. Augustine 
did, that he might become a true Christian ; and their 

' Br. William Cole, isg9, exchanged wltb Dr. Ke^nolds the Fresi- 
dentsbip of Corpus Christi College for the Deaner; of Lincoln, which be 
did not long e[^y. H<! fled into Germany in the time of Queen Marj, 
and Anthony Wood names him as one of the exiles of Geneva engaged 
Tvith Miles Coverdale in a new translation of the Bible. 

' He was proressor of Divinily in Oxford, and died May 21M, 1607. 
It hu been said (hat he was brought up In the Itomish faith, and that 
he was afterward* a strong supporter of the Puritans ; but Fuller sup- 
pOMS (bat it was only for tha sake of giving satisfaction to some of 
(he more tender consciences of the NonoonforoiiBts, since the virtue of 
Iteynolds was almost proverbial. 
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prayers were both bo lieard as to be granted. Which Mr. 
Hooker would often mention with much joy, and as often 
pray that " he might never live to occasion any sorrow to 
BO good a mother ; of whom he would often say, he lored 
her BO dearly, that he would endeavour to be good, even as 
much for her'a as for his own sake." 

As soon as he was perfectly recovered from this sickness, 
he took a journey from Oxford to Exeter, to satisfy and 
see his good Mother, being accompanied with a country- 
man and companion of his own College, and both on foot ; 
which was then either more in fashion, or want of money, 
or their himility made it so : but on foot they went, and 
took Salisbury in their way, purposely to see the good 
Bishop, who made Mr. Hooker and his companion dine 
with him at his own table : which Mr. Hooker boasted of 
with much joy and gratitude when he saw his mother and 
„^enda: and at the Bishop's parting with him, the Bishop 
' gave him good counsel, and his benediction, but forgot to 
give Tiim money ; which, when the Bishop had considered, 
he sent a servajit in all haste to call Richard back to him : 
and at Bichard's return, the Bishop said to him, " Bichard, 
I sent for you back to lend you a horse, which hath carried 
me many a mile, and, I thank God, with much ease ;" and 
presently delivered into his hand a walking-staff, with 
which he professed he had travelled through many parts 
of (Germany. And he said, " Bichard, I do not give, but 
lend you my horse : be sure you be honest, and bring my 
horse back to me at your return this way to Oxford. And 
I do now ^ve you ten groats, to bear your charges to 
Exeter ; and here is ten groats more, which I charge you 
to deliver to your Mother and tell her I send her a Bishop's 
benediction with it, and b^ the continuance of her prayers 
for me. And if you bring my horse back to me, I will 
give you ten groats more, to carry you on foot to the 
jCoUege : and so God bless you, good Bichard." 
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And this, you may believe, was performed by both 
paxtieB. But, alas ! the next news that followed Mr. 
Hoolier to Oxford was, that his learned and charitable 
patron had changed this for a better life. Which happy 
chai^ may be believed, for that as he lived, so he died, in 
devout meditation and prayer : and in both so zealously' 
that it became a religious question, "Whether hia last 
ejaculatioiLS or his soul, did first enter into Heaven ?" 

And now Mr. Hooker became a man of sorrow and fear ; 
of sorrow, for the loss of so dear and comfortable a 
patron ; and of fear for his future Bubsistence. But I>r. 
Cole raised his spirits from this dejection, by bidding h , iv \ 
go cheerfully to his studies, and asBuring him, he should 
neither want food nor raiment, — which was the utmost of 
his hopes, — ^for he tvould become his patron. 

And so he was for about nine months, and not longer ; 
for about that time this following accident did befall Mr, 
Hooker. 
V Edwin Sandys' — sometime Bishop of London, and after 

1 OneofTntnsIaturaof theBibleof Ises.bornatHawkilieadinLan- 
csahire in IS19, and educated at St. Jolin's College, Cambri^, where 
he embraced die Protaatant faith. Be was committed to the Tower and 
MaTithalsea for havii^ preached in favour of Lady Jane Grey; and on 
his release he left the kingdom, till Ibe accession ot Elizabeth, by whom 
be was made Bishop of Worcester. In 1S70, he was trnnalated to 
London, in 157S to York, and in 15SB, be died ; his sannons are still 
-admired, and a moat virtiioaB disracter is given him by Fuller. His 
son. Sir Edward Sandys, Prebenderj of York, was born about I56I, 
and is nell known as the anthor of the tnwt entitled, " Europe Specu- 
lum," a view of the Stale of Religion in the Weslem parts of the World. 
He thns describes the Tarioos conlrarieties of the stale and cburch of 
Home. " What pomp, what riot, to that of their Cardinals ? What 
seierity of life comparable to that of their Heremits and Capnohina ? 
Who wealthier than their Prelates ? who poorer by low aod profession 
than their Mendicauts? On ihe one side of the street, a cloister of 
Virgins I on the other a styo of courtezans, with public toleratk>n. 
This day all in masks, with all looseness and foolery : to morrow til in 
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Archbisliop of York — had also been in the daja of Queen 
Marj, forced, by forsaking this, to seelc safety in another 
nation ; where, for some years. Bishop Jewel and he were 
compooionB at bed and board in Germany ; and where, in 
this their exile, they did often eat the bread of sorrow, and 
by that means they there began such a friendship, as 
lasted till the death of Bishop Jewel, which was in Sep- 
tember, 1571. A little before which time the two Bishops 
meeting. Jewel had an occasion to begin a story of his 
Bichard Hooker, and in it gave such a character of his 
learning and manners, that though Bishop Sandys was 
educa1!ed in Cambridge, where he had obliged, and had 
many friends ; yet his resolution was, that his son Edwin 
should be sent to Corpus Christi College in Oxford, and 
by all means be pupil to Mr. Hooker, though his son 
Edwin was not mnch younger than Mr. Hooker then was : 
for the Bishop said " I will have a Tutor for my son, that 
shall teach him learning by instruction, and virtue by 
example : and my greatest care shall be of the last ; and, 
Qoi willing, this Bichard Hooker shall be the man into 
whose hands I will commit my Edwin." And the Bishop 
did so about twelve months, or not much longer, after this 
tresolution. 

And doubtless, as to these two, a better choice could not 
be made ; for Mr. Hooker was now in the nineteenth year 
of bis age ; had spent five in the University ; and had, by 
a constant unwearied diligence, attuned unto a perfection 

procesuons, wMpping themBelTes till the blood follow. On one door an 
excommoDic&tion ihrowing to Hell oU tranBgreasotm : on another a 
Jubilee, or fall tUsobarge from all transgressions. Who leanieder in all 
kinds of sciencea than thsir Jesuits? what thing more ignorant than 
their ordinary mass-prieats ? What prinre so able fo prefer his servants 
and followers as the Pope, and in so great multitude ? Who able (a 
take deeper or readier revenge on hia enemies ? What pride equal unto 
his, making Kings kiss his pantofle? What bumilitj greater than his, 
shriving himself daily on his knees to an ordins:ry priest ? ' 
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in all the learned languages ; hy the kelp of wMch, an 
excellent tutor, and hie unintennitted atudiee, he bad 
mode the subtilty of all the ajrts easy and familiar to him, 
' I and useful for the diacovery of such learning as lay hid 
I from common searchers. So that by these, added to his 
great reason, and his restless industry added to both, he 
did not only know more of causes and effects ; but what 
he knew, he knew better than other men. And with this 
knowledge he had a most blessed and dear method of 
demonstrating what he knew, to the great adrantage of aU 
his pupils, — which in time were many, — but eapeciaJly to 
his two first, his dear Edwin Sandys, and his as dear 
Geoige Cranmer ; of which there will be a fair testimony 
in the ensuing relation. 

This for Mr. Hooker's learning. And for his behaTiour, 
amongst other testimonies, this still remains of him, that 
in four years he was but twice absent from the Chapel 
prayers ; and that his behaviour there was such, as shewed 
an awful reverence of that Gh>d which he then worshipped 
and prayed to; giving all outward t«8timonies that his 
affections were set on heavenly things. This was his be- 
haviour towards Qod ; and for that to man, it is observ- 
able that he was never known to be angry, or passionate, 
or extreme in any of his desires ; never heard to repine or 
dispute with Providence, but, by a quiet gentle submis- 
sion and resignation of his will to the wisdom of his 
Creator, bore the burthen of the day with patience ; never 
heard to utter an uncomely word; and by this, and a 
grave behaviour, which is a divine charm, he begot an 
early reverence unto his person, even from those that at 
other times and in other companies, took a liberty to cast 
off that strictness of behaviour and discourse that is re- 
quired in a Collegiate life. And when he took any liberty 
to be pleasant, his wit was never blemished with scoffing, 
or the utterance of any conceit that bordered upon, or 
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might beget a thought of looeeneae in hie hearers. Thus 
nuld, thus innocent ajid exeuiplaiy waa Mb beha-riour 
in Hb Coll^^e; and thus this good m&a continued till 
his death, still increasing in learning, in patience, and 
piety. 

In this nineteenth year of his ^e, he was, December 24, 
1573, admitted to be one of the tventj Scholars of the 
Foundation; being elected and so admitted as bom in 
Devon or Hantshire ; out of which Counties a certain 
number are to be elected in racancies by the Founder's 
Statutes. And now as he was much encouraged, so now 
he was perfectly incorporated into this beloved College, 
which was then noted for an eminent Library, strict Stu- 
dents, and remarkable Scholars. And indeed it may glory, 
that it had Cardinal Poole,^ but more that it had Bishop 
Jewel, Dr. John Beynolds, and Dr. Thomas Jackson,^ of 
that foundation. The first famous for his learned Apolc^ 
for the Church of England, and his Defence of it against 
Harding.' The second, for the learned and wise man^e 

■ Tbe Dune of this well known Bngliah Cardinal is omitted in the 
later editions. 

' Dr. Jackson, was born at Wilton on the Wear, in Dnrham, in 1579, 
and was educated at Queen's and Corpus Christi Colleges, Oxford. He 
was made l^rebendory of Winchester in 1635, and Dean of Peterborough 
in 1638 ; he died in 1640, aad his principal work is a " Conunentar; on 
the Creed." 

' Dr. Thomas Harding, educated at Winchester school, became 
Fellow of New College, Uxford, in 1936. He waa the ftrst Kii^s 
Hebrew Protessor in that University, and in tbe reign of King 
Edward TL he diaplajed great zeal for the Befonned Baligion. Under 
Qneen Mary he abandoned his principles, and obtained considerable 
prelbrment; a Prebend in ihc Church of Winchester, and the Trea- 
surership of Salisbury. On the accession of Queen Elizabeth he adhered 
to the religion M which he had recently conformed, and fled beyond sea 
te Louvain, where he distinguished himself bj writing against Bishop 
Jewel's -' Challenge." He had been Chaplain to (he Duke of SuRolk, 
father of Lady Jane Grey. 
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of a pubKc dispute with John Hart,' of the BomiBh per- 
Emasioii, about the Head and Faith of the Church, and 
after printed by consent of both parties. And the third, 
for his most excellent "Exposition of the Creed," and 
other treatises ; all such a» have given greatest satisfaction 
to men of the greatest learning. Nor was Dr. Jackson 
more note-worthy for his learning, than for his strict and 
pious life, testified by his abundant love, and meekness, 
and charity to all men. 

And in the year 1576, February 23, Mr. Hooker's Grace 
was given him for Inceptor of Arts ; Dr. Herbert West- 



phaling,' a man of note for learning, being then Vice- 
Chancellor: and the Act following he was completed 

' John Hart, a Jesuit, wiu educated in the University of Oxford. In 
15T1 he wBsa^itted to the English College atDonaj, and in 1978 wa« 
ordained prieM. SetumiDg in 1S80 to England, he was apprehended, 
tried, and condemned to death; bat on the day of bis expcution he was 
reprieved, and sent back to the Tower, where be remained three years. 
It was during his confinement in the Tower tbat he held a dispntation 
with Dr. Iteynoldii. In 19S4, being banished from England, Ibrt pro- 
ceeded to Verdun and joined the Society of Jesua. He died at Jarislau, 
in Poland, on 19 July, 1S94. 

' A man of gieat piety of life, and Bach gravity, that he was scarcely 
ever seen to laugb. He was a nativeofWeatpIiBlia,ia Germany: waa 
Canon of ChriHtChiireb, Vice-Chaneellorof the University, and in 1585- 
86, was consecrated Bishop of Hereford. 
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Master, which was anno 1577, his patron Dr. Cole, being 
Vice-Chancellor that year, and his dear friend, Henry 
Savile' of Merton College, being then one of the Proctors. 

''Twas that Henry Savile, that was after Sir Henry Savile, 
Warden of Merton College, and Provost of Eton ; he which 
founded in Oxford two famous Lectures ; and endowed 
them with liberal maintenance. 

It was that Sir Henry Savile that translated and en- 
lightened the History of Cornelius Tacitus, with a moat 
excellent Comment ; and enriched the world by his labo- 
rious and chargeable collecting the scattered pieces of St. 
ChiTBOstom, and the publication of them in one entire body 
in Greek ; in which language he was a most j udioious critic. 
It was this Sir Henry Savile that had the happiness to be 
a contemporary and famUiar friend to Mr. Hooker; and 

ilet posterity know it. 

And in this year of 1577, he was so happy as to be 
admitted Fellow of the Collie ; happy also in being the 
contemporary and friend of that I>r. John Beynolds, of 
whom I have lately spoken, and of I>r. Spencer ; both 
which were after, and auccesaively made Presidents of 
Corpua Cbristi Collie ; men of great learning and merit, 
and famous in their generations. 

Nor was Mr. Hooker more happy in his contemporaries 
of his time and Collie, than in the pupilage and friend- 
ship of his Edwin Sandys and Qeoi^ Cranmer ; of whom 
my Reader may note, that this Edwin Sandya was after 
Sir Edwin Sajidys, and as famous for bis " Speculum 
Europe," as his brother G«o]^e for making posterity be> 
holden to his pen by a learned relation and comment on 

■ Sir H. SavUe was bum at Over Brwlley, OMT Halibx in Yorkuhire, 
Nov. 30(li, 1549, and waa antared of MertoD College, Oxford. He wai 
Greek and Mathematical Preceptor lo Queen Elizal>ech, and was one nf 
the Translators uf the Bible, under James 1., who kuighted him in 1604. 
He died Feb. 19th, 1631-22. 
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his dangerous and remarkable TraveU ; and for Mb har- 
monioDs tranBlation of the Fsalma of Darid, the Booh of 
Job, and other poetical parte of Holy Writ, into most high 

r and elegant verse. And for Granmer, his other pupil, I 
shall refer my Reader to the printed t«Btimonies of our 
learned Mr. Camden, of Fynes Moryson ' and others. 

"This Cranmer," aays Mr. Camden in his Annals 
Queen Elizabeth, — ""whose Christian name was Geoi^, 
was a gentleman of siugtilar hopes, the eldest son oi 
Thomas Cranmer, son of Edmund Cranmer, the Arch, 
bishop's brother: he spent much of his youth in Corpui 
Christi College in Osford, where he continued Master oi 
Arts for some time before he removed, and then betoot 
himself to travel, accompanying that worthy gentleman 
Sir Edwin Sandys into France, Germany, and Italy, for 
the apace of three years ; and after their happy return, he 
betook himself to an employment under Secretary Davi- 
son, a Privy Councillor of note, who, for an unhappy under- 
taking, became clouded ajid pitied ; after whose fall, he 
went in place of Secretary with Sir Henry Killegrew in his 
Embassage into France : and after his death he was sought 
after by the moat noble Lord Moantjoy, with whom he 
went into Ireland, where he remained, until in a battle 
against the rebels near Carhngford, an unfortunate wound 
put an end both to his Hfe, and the great hopea that were 
conceived of him, he being then but in the thirty-sixth year 
Ipf his age." 

' Betwixt Mr. Hooker and these his two Pupils, there was 
a 8acred_WMidsHp ; a friendship made up of religious 
principles, which increased daily by a aimiUtude of inclina.- 

' Mr. Morrison, Secretary to I-ord Moun^oy, and author of "An 
ItmeTBi-;, containing his ten Years Travele through the twelve Domi- 
niona of Germany, Uohmerland, tiwitierland, Denmark, Poland, Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland; divided into three Faru. London, 1617." 
Fol. Published after hla death, and originally written in Latin. 
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tionB to the same recreations and studies; a friendehip 
elemented in youth, and in an umversity, free from self- 
euds, which the friendships of a^ usually ax& not. And 
in this sweet, this blessed, this spiritual amity, they went 
on for m&aj years : and as the holy Prophet saith, " so 
they took sweet counsel blether, and walked in the house 
of God Ets friends." By which means they improved this 
friendship to such a degree of holy amity, as bordered 
upon heaven : a friendship so sacred, that when it ended 
in this world, it hegan in that next, where it shall have no 
i^-end. 

And, though this world cannot give any d^i-ee of plea- 
sure equal to such a friendship ; yet obedience to parents, 
and a desire to know the afEaira, manners, laws, and learn- 
ing of other nations, that they might thereby become the 
more serviceable unto their own, made them put off their 
gowns, and leave the College and Mr. Hooker to his studies, 
in which he was daily more assiduous, still enriching his 
quiet and capacious soul with the precious learning of the 
Philosophers, Caanists, and S(jhoolmen ; and with them the 
foundation and reason of all Laws, both Sacred and Civil ; 
and indeed with such other learning as lay most remote 
from the track of common studies. And, as he was dili- 
gent in these, so he seemed restless in searehing the scope 
and intention of God's Spirit revealed to mankind in the 
Sacred Scripture: for the tuiderstauding of which, he 
seemed to be assisted by the same Spirit with which they 
were written ; He that regardeth truth in the inward parts, 
making him to understand wisdom secretly. And the good 
trian would often say, that " G^ abhors confusion as con- 
trary to his nature ; " and as often say, "That the Scrip- 
ture was not writ to beget disputations and pride, and 
opposition to government ; but charity and humility, 
moderation, obedience to authority, and peace to man* 
kind ; " of which virtues, he would as often say, " no man 
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did erer repent himself on Mb death-bed." And that this 
-was really hia judgment, did appear in his future writings, 
and in all the actions of his life. Nor was this excellent 
man a stranger to the more hght and airj parts of learn- 
ing, as Music and Poetry ; all which he had d^ested and 
made useful ; and of all which the Beader will have a fair 
testimony in what will follow. 

In the year 1579, the Chancellor of the University was 
given to understand, that the pubUc Hebrew Lecture was 
not read according to the Statutes ; nor could be, by reason 
of a distemper, that had then seized the brain of Mr. Kings- 
mill, who was to read it ; so that it lay long unread, to the 
great detriment of those that were studious of that lan- 
guage. Therefore the Chancellor writ to his Vice-Chan- 
cellor, and the University, that he had heard such com- 
mendations of the excellent knowledge of Mr. Itichard 
Hooker in that tongue, that he desired he might be pro- 
cured to read it : and he did, and continued to do so till he 
left Oxford. 

I Within three months after his undertaking this Lecture, 
— namely in October 1579, — he was, with Dr. Beynolds 
and others expelled his College ; and this Letter, tran- 
scribed from Dr. Eeynolds his own hand, may give some 
account of it. 

To Sib Francis Kholles, 

" I am sorry. Right Honourable, that I am enforced to 
make unto you euch a guU, ichieh I cannot move, but I mutt 
complain of the unrighteous dealing of one of our College ; 
■who hath taken, wpon him, againet all law and reason, to ex- 
pel ovt of our house both lae and Mr. Hooker, and three other 
of our fellows, for doing that which hy oath we were hound to 
do. Our matter must be heard before the Bishop of Win- 
chester, with whom I do not doubt but we shall find eguity. 
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Sowbeit, forasmuch as gome of our advergaries have said that 
the Bishop is already foredalled, and wiU not give vs such 
audience at we look for ; therefore I am hwrM/ to heaeeeh 
your Honour, thai you will desire the Bishop, by your lettere, 
toletue have justice ; thoughU be with rigowr, to Ube justice: 
our cause is so good, that I am sure we shall prevail by it. 
Thus much I am, bold to request of your honour for Carpus 
Chrisii College sake, or rather for Christ's sake ; whom I be- 
seech to bless you with daily increase of his manifold gifts, and 
the blessed graces of hie Holy Spirit. 

Tour Honour's in Christ to command, 
London, October 9, 15?9. JOHN REYNOLDS." 

This eipulsion was by Dr. John Barfoot«, then Vice- 
president of the College, and Chaplain to AmbroBe Earl of 
IWarwick. I cannot learn the pretended cause ; but, that 
they were restored the same month ia most certain.' 

I return to Mr. Hooker in his College, where he con- 
tinned hia atudiea with all quietneaa, for the apace of three 
yeara; about wlu<;li time he entered into Sacred Orders, 
being then made Deacon and Priest, and, not long after, 
was appointed to preach at St. Paul's Cross." 

In order to which Sermon, to London he came, and im- 
mediately to the Shunamite's House ; which is a House ao 

' The luet editions of the lAfe of Hooker omit the account of this 
expnlBioD. 

' A pnlpit cross formed of timber, corerad with lead, and mouDted 
npon stone steps, which stood in the midst of the ChuTch-yard of the 
Cathedral) in which Secmons were preached by eminent Divines every 
Sunday in the forenoon, when the Court, the Magistratea of the City, 
and a rast concourse of people osually attended. There is notice of its 
nse BO early as 12S9, but it was not finished in the form here exhibited, 
nntil 1449, by Kemp, Bishop of London, aitd it was finally destroyed by 
order of Parliament, in 1643. The Corporation of Ltmdon ordained 
that all Ministers who came from a distance to preach at this Cross, 
<rere to hare lodgings and provision for five days ; and the Bishop of 
London gave them notice of their place of residence. 
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called, for that, beaidee the stipend paid the Preacher, 
there is proviaion made also for his lotting and diet for 
two days before, and one day after hia Sermon. This 
houae waa then kept by John Churchman, sometime a 
Draper of good note in Watling- street, npon whom poverty 



had at last come like an armed man, and brought him 
\ into a neceasitona condition ; which, though it be a punish- 
ment, is not always an argument of God's disfavour ; for 
t he was a virtuous man, I shall not yet give the like testi- 
' mony of his wife, but leave the Beader to judge by what 
[-'follows. But to this house Mr. Hooker came so wet, so 
weary, and weather-beaten, that he was never known to 
express more passion, than against a friend that dissuaded 
Mm from footing it to London, and for finding bitn up 
easier an horse, — supposing the horse trotted when he did 



rjL.:a..y Google 



JfB. BICEABD HOOKER. 18S 

not; — and at this time aim, Buch a faintness and fear 
possessed him, tliat he would not be persuaded tvo days 
rest and quietness, or an; other means could be used to 
make hitn able to preach his Sunday's Sermon : but awarm 
bed, and rest, and drink proper for a cold, given him bj 
Mrs. Churchman, and her diligent attendance added unto 
it, enabled him to perform, the ofBce of the day, which was 

ijn, or about the year 1581, 

And in this first public appearance to the world, he was 
not so happy as to be free from exceptions E^ainst a point 
of doctrine delivered in his Sermon ; which was, " That in 
Gh>d there were two wills ; an antecedent and a consequent 
will : his first will. That all mankind should be saved ; but 
his second will was. That those only should be saved, that 
did live answerable to that d^ree of grace which he had 
offered or afforded them." This seemed to cross a late 
opinion of Mr. Calvin's, and then taken for granted by 
many that had not a capacity to examine it. as it had been 
by him before, and hath been since by Master Henry Mason, 
Dr. Jackson, Dr. Hammond, and others of great learning, 
who believe that a contrary opinion intrenches upon the 
honour and justice of our merciful Glod. How he justified 
this, I will not undertake to declare ; but it was not ex> 
cepted against — as Mr. Hooter declares in his rational 
Answer to Mr. Travers — by John Elmer,' then Bishop of 
London, at this time one of his auditors, and at last one 

j>{ his advocates too, when Mr. Hooker was accused for it. 

I But the justifying of this doctrine did not prove of so 
bad consequence, as the kindness of Mrs. Churchman's 
curing him of his late distemper and cold ; for that was so 

' The BKClUent Aylmer, wm bom at Ajlmer-Hall, in Norfolk, in 
1531, and was Tulor to Ladj Jiuie Qrej ; he left England, during the 
r«i|;n of Mkry, and went to Zurich. He returned on Eliiabelh'B accei- 
■ioD, and was mode Bishop iif London in March, 1S76-7, strictly 
governing the Furilans throughout hia Prelacj. He died in 1S64. 
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gratefully apprehended by Mr. Hooker, that he thought 
himself bound in conacience to believe all that she aaid : 
leo that the good man came to he persuaded by her, " that 
be was a man of a tender constitution ; and that it was 
beat for bim to have a wife, that might prove a nurse to 
him ; auch a one aa might both prolong his life, and. make 
it more comfortable ; and such a one she could and would 
provide for him, if he thought fit to marry." And he, not 
considering that " the children of thia world are wiser in 
their generation than the children of light;" but, like a 
true Nathaniel, fearing no guile, because he meant none, 
did give her such a, power as Eleazar was trusted with, — 
you may read it in the book of Q-eneaia,— when he was 
sent to choose a wife for Isaac ; for even so he trusted her 
to choose for him, promising upon a fair summons to 
return to London, and accept of her choice ; and be did so 
in that, or about the year following. Now, the wife pro- 
vided for him was her daughter Joan, who brought bim 
neither beauty nor portion : and for her conditions, they 
. were too like that wife's, which is by Solomon compu^ 
I to a dripping house : so that the good man had no reason 
to " rejoice in the wife of bis youth ;" but too just cause to 
Bay with the holy Prophet, "Wo is me, that I am con- 
strained to have my habitation in the tents of Kedar !" 

This choice of Mr, Hooker's — if it wer^ his choice — may 
be wondered at : but let us consider that the Propbet 
Ezekiel saya, " There ia a wheel within a wheel ;" a secret 
sacred wheel of Providence. — most visible in marriages, — 
guided by bis hand, that "allows not the race to the 
swift," nor " bread to the wise," nor good wives to good 
men : and He that can bring good out of evil — for mortals 
, are blind to this reason — only knows why this blessing 
• was denied to patient Job, to meek Moses, and to our as 
meek and patient Mr. Hooker. But so it was ; and let 
the Keader cease to wonder, for affliction is a divine diet ; 
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whicli though it be not pleasing to maukind, yet Almighty 
God hath often, very often, imposed it aa good, though 
bitter physic to those children, whose souls are dearest 
to him. 

And by this marriage the good man was drawn from 
the tranquillity of his College ; from, that garden of piety, 
of pleasure, of pea«e, and a sweet conversation, into the 
thorny wilderneBB of a busy worid ; into those corroding 
cares that attend a married Priest, and a country Par- 
sonage ; which was Drayton-Beauchamp in Buckingham- 



shire, not far from Ayleabnry, and in the Diocese of Lin- 
coln ; to which he was presented by John Cheney, Esq. — 
then Patron of it — the 9th of December, 1584, where he 
behaved himself bo as to give no occasion of evil, but as 
St. Paul advieeth a minister of Ood — " in much patience, 
in afflictions, in anguishes, in necessities, in poverty and 
no doubt in long-suffering ;" yet troubling no man with 
his diBcontents and wants. 

And in this condition he continued about a year ; in 
which time his two pupils, Edwin Sandys and George 
Cranmer, took a journey to see their tutor ; where they 
found him with a book in hia hand, — it was the Odes of li 
Sorace, — he being then like humble and innocent Abel, \ 



D.3l.za..y Google 



188 TBE LIFE OF 

tending his small aUofcment of sheep in a common field ; 
which, he told his pupUs he wa,8 forced to do then, for that 
his servant vas gone home to dine, and assist his wife to 
do some neceasaiy household business. But when hia 
servant returned and released him, then his two pupils at- 
tended him unto his house, where their best entertainm.ent 
(-was hia quiet company, which was presently denied them ; 
for Bichard was called bo rock the cradle ; and the rest of 
their welcome was so like this, that they staid but till next 
morning, which was time enough to discover and pity 
their tutor's condition; and they having in that time 
rejoiced in the remembrajice, and then paraphrased on 
many of the innocent recreations of their younger days, 
and other hke diversions, and thereby given him as much 
present comfort as they were able, they were forced to 
' leave hini to the company of his wife Joan, and seek them- 
selves a quieter lodging for next night. But at their part- 
ing from him, M!r. Cranmer said, " Giiod tutor, I am sorry 
your lot is fallen in no better ground, as to your par- 
sonage ; and more sorry that your wife proves not a more 
comfortable companion, after you have wearied yourself in 
your restless studies." To whom the good man replied, 
" My dear Geoi^, if Saints have usually a double share 
in the miseries of this life, I, that am none, ought not to 
repine at what my wise Creator hath appointed for me : 
but labour — as indeed I do daily — ta submit mine to his 
Ijvill, and possess my soul in patience and peace." 

At their return to London, Edwin Sandys acQijaattta^ hia 
father, who was then Archbishop of York, with his Tutor's 
sad condition, and soHcits for his removal to some benefice 
that might give him a more quiet and a more comfortable 
subsistence; which his father did moat willingly grant 
him when it should next fall into his power. And not 
long after this time, which was in the year 1585, Mr. 
Alvey, — Maater of the Temple, — died, who waa a man of a 
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strict life, of ^reat learning, and of so venerable be- 
haviour, as to gain bo high a degree of love and reverence 
from alt men, that he was generally known by the name of 
Father Alvey. And at the Temple-reading, next after the 
death of this Father Aire;, he, the said Arcbbiebop of 
Tork being then at dinner with the Judges, the Beader, 
and the Benchers of that Society, met with a general con- 
dolement for the death of Father Alvey, and with a high 
commendation of big saint-like life, and of his great merit 
both towards Qod and man ; and as they bewailed his 
death, so they wished for a like pattern of virtue and 
learning to succeed him.. And here came in a fair occasion 
for the Bishop to commend Mr. Hooker to Father Alvey's 
place, which he did with so effectual an eamjestness, and 
that seconded with so many other testimonies of his worth, 
that Mr. Hooker was sent for from Drayton-Beauchamp 
to London, and there the Mastership of the Temple pro- 
posed unto him by the Bishop, as a greater freedom &om 
his country cares, the advanta^s of a better society, and a 
more libei^l pension than his country parsonage did afford 
Mm. But these reasons were not powerful enough to in- 
cline him to a willing acceptance 

of it ; his wish was rather to gain ' This you may find in tbo 
, ^^ . ■,. ■ 1. r Temple Records. William Erm- 

a better country hvmg, where he . / _, r.v n. i 

— ,,,,. . Btead waa master or the Temple 

might see God a blessings spring ^j (^^ DisaoluUon of the Priorj, 
out of the earth, and be free anddiedSEIii. (isss). 
from noise, — so he expressed the Richard Alvey, Bat. Divinitj , 
desire of his heart,— and eat Pw. 13 Febr, 2 Elia. AfoffisCfr, 
that bread which he might more '^r^,^"^™, f!"?"^ 'J. ^^^ 
,properIycaUhisown,inpnTacy ^^^ ^^^^^ sa«*eded 
land quietness. But, notwith- that year by Patent, in tenninis, 
^standing this averseness, he was as Alvey had it, and be left ic 
at last persuaded to accept of 33Eiiz.(is9i), 

the Bishop's proposal; and was ^.''"/"^ J*'' ^? ""- 

. ... - „ ceeded Kichard Hooker. 

by 'Patent tor life, made Maa- 



D.3l.za..y Google 



190 THE LIFE OF 

ter of the Temple the l?th of March, 1585, he being then 
in the 34th year of his age. 

And here I shall make a stop ; and, that the Eeader 
may the better judge of what follows, give him a character 
of the times and temper of the people of this nation, when. 
Mr. Hooker had his admission into this place; a place 
which he accepted, rather than desired : and yet here he 
( promised himself a Tirtuoua quietness, that blessed tran- 
quilbty which he always prayed and laboured for, that so 
he might in peace bring forth the fruits of peace, and 
glorify Gtod by uninterrupted prayers and praises. For 
this he always thirsted and prayed : but Almighty Otod 
did not grant it ; for his admission into this place was the 
very beginning of those oppositions and anxieties, which 
till then this good man was a stranger to ; and of which 
Lthe Beader may guess by what follows. 

In this character of the times, I shall by the Header's 
favour, and for Ms information, look so far back as to the 
beginning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth; a time, in 
which the many pretended titles to the Crown, the fre- 
quent treasons, the doubts of her successor, the late Civil 
War, and the sharp persecution for Seligion that raged to 
the effusion of so much blood in the reign of Queen Mary, 
were fresh in the memory of all men ; and begot fears in 
the most pious and wisest of this nation, lest the like days 
should return again to them, or their present posterity. 
And the apprehension of these dangers, begot a hearty 
desire of a settlement in the Church and State ; belicTing 
there was no other probable way left to make them sit 
quietly under their own vines and fig-trees, and enjoy the 
desired fruit of their labours. But time, and pe&ce, and 
plenty, begot self -ends : and these begot animosities, envy, 
opposition, and unthankfulness for those very blessings for 
which they lately thirsted, being then the very utmost of 
their desires, and even beyond their hopes. 
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This wae the temper of the times in the beginning of 
her reign ; and thus it continued too long ; for those very 
people that had enjoyed the desires of their hearts in a 
Beforlnation from the Ohurch of Borne, became at last so 
like the grave, as never to be satisfied, but were still 
thirsting for more and more ; neglecting to pay that obe- 
dience, and perform those vows, which they made in their 
days of adversities and fear : so that in short time there 
appeared three several interests, each of them fearless and 
restless in the prosecution, of their designs : they may for 
distinction be called, the active Romanists, the restless V 
Non-conformists, — of which there were many sorts, — and 
the passive peaceable Protestant. The counsels of the first 
considered and resolved on in Rome ; the second both in 
Scotland, in C^eneva, and in divers selected, secret, dan- 
gerous Conventicles, both there, and within the bosom of 
our own nation: the third pleaded and defended their 
cause by established laws, both Ecclesiastical and Oivil : 
and if they were active, it was to prevent the other two 
from destroying what was by those known I^ws happily 
established to them and their posterity. 

I shall forbear to mention the very many and dangerous 
^lota of the Romanists against the Church and State ; be- 
cause what is principally intended in this digression, is an 
account of the opinions and activity of the Non-conformists: 
against whose judgment and practice Mr. Hooker became 
at last, but most unwillingly, to be engaged in a book-war; 
a war which he maintained not as against au enemy, but 
l__with the spirit of meekness and reason. 

In which number of Nou-conformista, though some m^ht 
be sincere, well-meaning men, whose indiscreet zeal might 
be so like charity, as thereby to cover a multitude of their C 
errors ; yet of this party there were many that were pos- 
sessed with a high d^ree of spiritual wickedness ; I mean 
with an innate restless pride and malice ; I do not mean 
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*he TJaible carnal ains of gluttony and dnmkenneas, and 
the like, — from which, good Lord, deliver ua ! — but sins of 
a higher nature, because they are more unlike Goi, who is 
the God of love, and mercy, and order, and peace : and 
more like the Devil, who h not a glutton, nor can be 
drunk, and yet is a Devil: but I mean those spiritual 
wickednesseB of malice and revenge, and an opposition to 
government : men that joyed to be the authors of miserj-, 
which is properly his work that is the enemy and disturber 
of mankind ; and thereby greater ainnera than the glutton 
or drunkard, though some will not believe it. And of this 
party there were also many, whom prejudice and a furious 
zeal had so bUnded, as to make them neither to hear rea- 
son, nor adhere to the ways of peace : men that were the 
I very dregs and pest of mankind ; men whom pride and 
self-conceit had made to over-value their own pitiful 
crooked wisdom so much as not to be ashamed to hold 
foolish and unmannerly disputes gainst those men whom 
they ought to reverence, and those laws which they ought 
s, to obey ; men that laboured and joyed first to find out the 
faults, and then speak evil of Government, and to be the 
authors of confusion ; men whom company, and conversa- 
tion, and custom had at last so blinded, and made so in- 
sensible that these were sins, that like those that perished 
in the gainsaying of Korah, bo these died without repent- 
ing of these spiritual wickednesses ; of which the practices 
of Coppinger and Hacket ' in their lives, and the death of 
them and their adherents, are, God knows, too sad exam- 
' Two wretched fanatics ; the first died in prison and tho second was 
hanged in 1591. Hacket was called by his followers " the supreme 
Monarch of the world from whom all Princes of Europe hold their 
sceptres," and was held " to be a greater prophet than Moaes or Jobu 
Baptist, even Jesus Christ, who was come with hia tan in his hand to 
judge the world." Fuller says that Hacket was of so "cruel and fierce 
a nature that he is reported to huve bit oS and eat down the nose of bis 
schi olmaster." 
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pies, and ought to be cautions to those men that are in- 
cliued to the like spiritual wickednesses. 

And in these times, which t«nded thas to confusion, 
there were also many of these scruple-mongers, that pre- ^ 
tended a tenderness of conscience, refusing to take an oath 
before a lawful Magistrate ; and yet these very men in 
their secret Conventicles did covenant and awear to each 
other, to be assiduous and faitt^ul in using their best en- 
deavours to set up the Presbyterian doctrine and disci- 
pline ; and both in such a manner as they themselves had 
not yet agreed on ; but up that government must. To 
which end there were many that wandered up and down 
and were active in sowu^ discontents and seditions, by 
venomous and secret murmurings, aiid a dispersion of 
scurrilous pamphlets and libels against the Church and 
State ; but especially against the Bishops ; by which means, 
tc^ether with venomous and indiscreet sermons, the common 
people became so fanatic, as to believe the Bishops to be 
Antichrist, and the only obstmcters of God's discipline! 
and at last some of tbem were given over to so bloody a 
zeal, and such other desperate delusions, as to find out a 
text in the Revelation of St. John, that Antichrist was to 
be overcome by the sword. So that those very men, that 
b^an with tender and meek petitions, proceeded to ad- 
monitions : then to satirical remonstrances : and at last — 
I having, Hke Absalom, numbered who was not, and who 
Was, for their cause — they got a supposed certainty of so 
great a party, that they durst threaten first the Bishops, 
and then the Queen and Parliament, to all which they were 
secretly encouraged by the Earl of Leicester, then in great 
favour with her Majesty, and the reputed cberisher and 
patron- general of these pretenders to tenderness of con- 
science ; his design being, by their means, to bring such an 
odimn upon the Bishops, as to procure an alienation of 
their lands, and a large proportion of them for himself ; 
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which avaricious desire had at last so blinded his reason, 
that his ambitious and greedj hopes seemed to put him 
into a present poasession of Lambeth-House. 

And to these undertakings the Non-confonaiate of this 
nation, were much encouraged and heightened by a corre- 
spondence and confederacy with that brotherhood in Scot- 
, 1 land ; bo that here they become so bold, 
that one • told the Queen opeuly in a 
sermon, " She was like an untamed heifer, that would not 
be ruled by God's people, but obstructed his discipline," 
And in Scotland they were more oon- 
+ Vide Bishop fident; for there t they declared her an 
f^^™ „." ^ '^. Atheist, and grew to such an heieht, as 
of the Church of , , . "* .. i., t *i,- 

g^jl^jjij not TO be accountable for any thing 

spoken against her, nor for for treason 
gainst their own Hing, if it were but spoken in the pulpit; 
shewing at last such a disobedience to him, that his mother 
being in England, and then in distress, and in prison, and 
in danger of death, the Church denied the K"ing their 
prayers for her ; and at another time, when he had 
appointed a day of Feasting, the Church declared for a 
general Fast, in opposition to his authority. 

To this height they were grown in both nations, and by 
these means there was distilled into the minds of the 
common people such other venomous and turbulent prin- 
ciples, as were inconsistent with the safety of the Church 
and State : and these opinions vent«d so daringly, that, 
beside the loss of life and limbs, the governors of the 
Church and State were forced to use such other severities 

' Edward Dering, «. Puritan Divine, and B native of Kent, educaled 
at Christ College, Cambridge. He was soapeuded from his Lecture- 
shipe on account of his Don-confonnitj, bat he is commended as a truly 
religions man, whose pare and Tirtuoua lite was followed bj a happy 
death, in 1516. He wrote some Sennona, and a Defence of Bishop 
Jewel's Apology for the Chncch. 
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as will not admit of an excnse, if it had not been to pre- 
vent the gangrene of confusion, and the perilous conse- 
quencea of it ; which, without such prevention, would have 
been firet confusion, and then ruin and misery to this 
numerous nation. 

These errors and animosities were so remarkable, that 
they begot wonder in an ingenious Italian, who being about 
. this time come newly into this nation, and considering them, 
' writ scoffingly to a friend in his own country, to this pur- , 
pose ; " That the common people of England were wiser 
than the wisest of his nation ; for here the very women 
and shop-keepers were able to judge of Predestination, and 
to determine what laws were fit to be made concerning 
Church-government ; and then, what were fit to be obeyed 
or abohshed. That they were more able — or at leaat thought 
so — to raise and determine perplexed Cases of Conscience, 
than the wisest of the moat learned Colleges in Italy ! That 
men of the slightest learning, and the most ignorant of the 
common people, were mad for a new, or super, or re-refor- 
mation of Keligion ; and that in this they appeared like that 
man, who would never cease to whet and whet his knife, 
till there was no st«el left to make it useful." And he con- 
cluded his letter with this observation, " That those very 
men that were most busy in oppositions, and disputations, 
and controveraies, and finding out the faults of their 
governors, had usually the least of humility and mortifica- 
tion, or of the power of godliness," 

And to he^hten all these discontents and dangers, there 
Avas also sprui^ up a generation of godless men ; men that 
had so long given way to their own lusts and delusions, and 
so highly opposed the blessed motions of His Spirit, and 
the inwfu^l light of their own consciences, that they became 
the very slaves of vice, and had thereby sinned themselves 
into a belief of that which they would, but could not believe, 
into a belief, which is repugnant even to buman nature ; — 
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for tlie Heathens believe that there are many (Jods ; — but 
these had ainned themselves into a belief that there was no 
God ! and bo, finding nothing in themselves but what was 
worse than nothing, began to wish what they were not able 
to hope for, namely, " That they might be like the beasts 
that perish!" and in wicked company — which, is the Atheist's 
sanctuary — were so bold a« to say so : though the worst of 
mankind, when he is left alone at midnight, may wish, but 
is not then able to think it -. even into a belief thai there is 
no Qod. Into this wretched, this reprobate condition, many 
t^had then sinned themselves. 

And now, when the Church was pestered with them, and 
with all those other fore-named irregularities ; when her 
lands were in danger of aUenation, her power at least 
neglected, and her peace torn to pieces by several schisms, 
and such heresies as do usually attend that sin : — for here- 
sies do usually out-Uve their first authors ; — when the com- 
mon people seemed ambitious of doing those very things 
that were forbidden and attended with most dangers, that 
thereby they might be punished, and then applauded and 
pitied : when they called the spirit of opposition a tender 
conscience, and complained of persecution, because they 
wanted power to persecute others : when the giddy multi- 
tude ra^ed. and became restless to find out misery for 
themselves and others ; and the rabble would herd them- 
selves together, and endeavour to govern and act in apite 
of authority: — in this extremity of fear, and danger of 
the Church and State, when, to suppress the growing evils 
of both, they needed a man of prudence and piety, and 
of an high and fearless fortitude, they were blest in all 
". by John Whitgift, his being made Archbishop of Can- 
terbury ; of whom Sir Henry Wotton — that knew him well 
in his youth, and had studied him in his age, — gives this 
true character; "That he was a man of reverend and 
sacred memory, and of the primitive temper; such a 
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tamper, aB when the Churcli by lowlineaa of spirit did 
flourish in highest examples of virtue." And indeed this 
man proved so. 

Aud though I dare not undertake to add to this excel- 
lent and true character of Sir Henry Wotton ; yet I shall 
neither do right to this discourse, nor to my Header, if 
I forbear to give him a further and short account of the 
life and manners of this excellent man ; and it shall be 
short, for I long to end this d^ession, that I may lead 
my reader back to Mr. Hooker where we left him at the 
Temple. 
1 John Whitgift was bom in the County of Lincoln, of a 



family that was ancieut ; and noted to be both prudent 
and affable, and gentle by nature. He was educated in 
Cambridge ; much of his learning was acquired in Pem- 
broke Hall, — where Mr. Bradford ' the Martyr was hia 
tutor ; — from thence he was removed to Peter Honse ; 
from thence to be Master of Pembroke Hall ; and from 

itSiliiUifieW,Jiily 
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thence to the Maatership of Trinity CoUege. About which 
time the Queen made him her Chaplain ; and not long 
after Prebend of Elv, and then Dean of Lincoln; and 
having for manj years past looted'upon him with much 
reverence and favour, gave him a fair testimony of both, 
by giving him the Bishoprick of Worcester, and — which was 

, not with her a usual favour — foigiving him his first fruits ; 

" then by constituting him Vice-President of the Principality 
of Wales. And having experimented his wisdom, his 
justice, and moderation in the manage of her afiaars in 
both these places, she, in the twentV'Sixth of her reifrn, 
1583, made him Archbishop of Canterbury, and, not long 
after, of her Privy Council ; and trusted him to mana^ 
all her Ecclesiastical affairs and preferments. In all 
which removes, he was like the Ark, which left a blessing 
on the place where it rested ; and in all his employments 

I was like Jehoiada, that did good unto Israel. 

These were the steps of this Bishop's ascension to this 
place of dignity and cares : in which place — to speak Mr. 
Camden's very words in his Annals of Queen Mizabeth — 
" he devoutly consecrated both his whole life to God, and 
his painful labours to the good of his Church." 

And yet in this place he met with many oppositions in 
the regulation of Church affairs, which were much dis- 
ordered at his entrance, by reason of the age and remias- 
ness of Bishop Grindal,' his immediate predecessor, the 
activity of the Non-conformists, and their chief assistant 

' Edmand Oritidai, Archbishop of Canterbury, bom in 1S19, Bt Hin- 
singbam, in Cumberland, and educated ac Cambridge. In liiS! he be- 
came Vrebendar; of Weglminater, but on the death of King Edward he 
retired to Stntsbartt. Here he continued to reside till the acceaaion of 
Elizabeth, who nominated htm in 1.U9 to the See of London, wbenoe, 
in ISIO,he was tranBlM«d toToTk.andin 1573, on Che death of Parker, 
to Canterbury. His indulgence lo the Paritana procored him the 
Queen's displeasure, and fer some time be was sequestered and confine 
to bis house, but in 1562 be resigned hia office, and died July 6th, 15e;t. 
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the Earl of Iieiceeter ; and indeed by too many others of 
the like sacrilegious principles. With theae he was to 
encounter ; and though he vanted neither coura^, nor a 
good cause, yet he foresaw, that without a great measure 
of the Queen's favour, it was impossible to stand in the 
breach, that had been lately made into the lands and im- 
munitiea of the Church, or indeed to maintain the remain- 
ing lands and rights of it. And therefore by justifiable 
sacred insinuations, such as St. Paul to Agrippa, — 
"Agrippa, believest thou? I know thou believest," he 
wrought himself into bo great a d^ree of favour with her, 
as, by hia pious use of it, hath got both of them a great 
d^ee of fame in this world, and of glory in that into 
which they are now both entered. 

His merits to the Queen, and her favours to him were 
such, that she called him " her little black husband," and \ 
called " hia servants her servants : " and she saw so visible 
and blessed a sincerity shine in all his cares and endea- 
vours for the Church's and for her good, that she was 
supposed to trust him with the very secrets of her soul, 
and to make him her confessor ; of which she gave many 
fair testimonies ; and of which one was, that " she would 
never eat flesh in Lent, without obtaioing a licence from 
her little black husband : " and would often say " she 
pitied him because she trusted him, and had thereby 
eased herself by laying the burthen of all her Clergy-cares 
upon his shoulders, which he managed with prudence and 
piety." 

I shall not keep myself within the promised rules of 
brevity in this account of his interest with her Majesty, 
and his care of the Church's rights, if in this d^ression I 
should enlarge to particulars ; and therefore my desire is, 
I that one example may serve for a testimony of both. And, 
that the Beader may the better understand it, he may take 
notice, that not many years before hia being made Arch- 
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bishop, there passed au Act, or ActB of Farliameiit, intend- 
ing the betterpreBerratjon of the Church-lands, by recalling 
a power which was vested in othera to sell or lease them, 
by lodging and tmeting, the future care and protection of 
them only in the Crown : and amongst many that made a 
bad use of this power or trust of the Queen's, the Earl of 
■Leicester was one ;, and the Bishop having, by his interest 
with hei- Majesty, put a stop to the Earl's sacrilegious de- 
signs, they two fell to an open opposition before her ; after 
which they both quitted the room, not friends in appear- 
ance. But the Bishop made a sudden and seasonable 
return to her Majesty, — for he fonnd her alone — and 
spake to her with great humility and reverence, to this 
purpose. 

" I beseech your Majesty to hear me with patience, and 
to believe that your's and the Church's safety are dearer 
to me than my life, but my conscience dearer than both : 
and therefore ^ve me leave to do my duty, and tell you, 
that Princes are deputed nursing Fathers of the Church, 
and owe it a protection ; and therefore God forbid that 
you should be so much as passive in her ruin, when you 
may prevent it ; or that I should behold it without horror 
and detestation ; or should forbear to tell your Majesty of 
the sin and danger of Sa^ril^e. And though you and 
myseK were bom in an age of frailties, when the primitive 
piety and care of the Church's lands &nd immunities are 
much decayed ; yet, Madam, let me beg that you would 
first consider that there are such sins as Frofaneness and 
Sacrilege : and that, if there were not, they could not have 
names in Holy Writ, and particukrly in the New Testa- 
ment. And I beseech you to consider, that though our 
Saviour said, ' He juiced no man ; ' and, to testify it, 
would not judge nor divide the inheritance betwixt the 
two brethren, nor would ju^e the woman taken in adul- 
tery ; yet in this pomt of the Church's rights he was so 
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zealous, that he made himself both the accuser, and the 
judge, and the executioner too, to punish these sins ; wit- 
nessed, in that he himself made the whip to drive the 
profaners out of the Temple, overthrew the tables of the 
money-changers, and drove them out of it. And I beseech 
you to consider, that it was St. Paul that said to those 
Christians of his time that were offended with Idolatry, 
and yet committed Sacrilege ; ' Thou that abhorreat Idols, 
dost thou commit Sacrilege ? ' supposing, I think. Sacrilege 
the greater sin. This may occasion your Majesty to eon- 
aider, that there is such a sin as Sacrilege ; and to inchne 
you to prevent the Curse that will follow it, I beseech you 
also to consider, that Constantine, the first Christian 
Emperor, and Helena his Mother ; that King Edgar, and 
Edward the Confessor ; and indeed many others of your 
predecessors, and many private Christians, have also given 
to God, and to his Church, much land, and many imm.iuii- 
ties, which they m^ht have given to those of their own 
families, and did not ; but gave them for ever as an abso- 
lute right and sacrifice to God : and with these immunities 
and lands they have entailed a curse upon the ahenators 
of them : God prevent your Majesty and your successors 
from being liable to that Curse, which will cleave unto 
Church-lands as the leprosy to the Jews. 

" And to make you, that are trusted with their pre- 
servation, the better to understand the danger of it, I 
beseech you foi^t not, that, to prevent these Curses, the 
Church's land and power have been also endeavoured to be 
preserved, as far as human reason and the law of this 
nation have been able to preserve them, by an immediate 
and most sacred obligation on the consciences of the 
Princes of this realm. For they that consult Ma^na 
Charta shall find, that as all your predecessors were at 
their Coronation, so you also were sworn before all the 
Nobility and Bishops then present, and in the presence of 
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God, and in Ma stead to him tliat anointed you, to main- 
tain the Church-lands, and the rights belonging to it : and 
this you yourself have testified openly to God at the holy 
Altar, by laying your hands on the Bible then lying upon 
it. And not only Magna Charta, but many modern 
Statutes have denounced a Curse upon those that break 
Magna Charta ; a Curse lite the leprosy, that was entailed 
on the Jews : for as that, eo these Curses hare, and will 
cleave to the very Btones of those buildings that have been 
consecrated to God ; and the father's ein of Sacrilege hath, 
and will prove to be entailed on his son and family. And 
now. Madam, what account can be given for the breach of 
this Oath at the I^st Great Day, either by your Majesty, 
or by me, if it be wilfully, or but neg%ently violated, I 
know not. 

"And therefore, good Madam, let not the late Lord's 
exceptions against the failings of some few Clei^ymen 
prevail with you to punish posterity for the errors of the 
present age ; let particular men suffer for their particular 
errors ; but let God and his Church have their inheritance : 
and though I pretend not to prophecy, yet I b^ posterity 
to take notice of what is already become Tisible in many 
famihes; that Church-land added to an ancient and just 
inheritance, hath proved hke a moth fretting a garment, 
and secretly consumed both : or like the EE^le that stole 
a coal from the altar, and thereby set her nest on fire, 
which consumed both her young eagles and herself that 
stole it. And though I aball forbear to speak reproach- 
fully of your rather, yet I beg you to take notice, that a 
part of the Church's rights added to the vast treasures left 
him by his Father, hath been conceived to bring an un- 
avoidable consumption upon both, notwithstanding all his 
diligency to preserve them. 

" And consider, that after the violation of those laws, 
to which he had sworn in Magna Charta, God did so far 
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deny him his reetraining grace, that as King Saul, after 
he was forsaken of God, fell from one ein to another ; so 
lie, till at last he fell into greater sins than I am willing to 
mention. Madam, Beligion is the foundation and cement 
of human aocietiee ; and when they that serve at God'M 
Altar shall be exposed to poverty, then Eeligion itself will 
be exposed to scorn, and become contemptible ; as yo!i 
may already observe it to be in too many poor Vicart^^s 
in this nation. And therefore, as you are by a late Act or 
Acts of Parliament, entrusted with a great power to pre- 
serve or waste the Church-lands ; yet dispose of them, for 
Jesus' sake, as you have promised to men, and vowed t.i ^ 
God, that is, as the donors intended : let neither falsehood 
nor flattery b^uile you to do otherwise ; but put a stop 
to God's and the Levites' portion, I beseech you, and to 
the approaching ruins of His Church, as you expect com- 
fort at the Last Great Day ; for Kings must be judged. 
Pardon this affectionate plainness, my most dear Sovereign, 
and let me b^ to be still continued in your favour ; and 
the Lord still continue you in His." 

The Queen's patient hearing this affectionate speech, 
and her future care to^ preserve the Church's rights, which 
till then had been neglected, may appear a fair testimony, 
I that he made her's ahd the Church's good the chiefest of 
this cares, and that she also thought so. And of this there 
were such daily testimonies given, as begot betwixt them 
so mutual a joy and confidence, that they seemed born to 
believe and do good to each other ; she not doubting his 
piety to be more than all his opposeM, which were many ; 
nor doubting his prudence to be equal to the chiefest of 
ber Council, who were then as remarkable for active wis- 
dom, as those dangerous times did require, or this nation 
did ever enjoy. And in this condition he continued 
twenty years ; in which time he saw some fiowings, but 
many more ebbings of her favour towards all men that had 
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opposed him, especially the Earl of Leicester -. so that God 
seemed still to keep him in her favour, that he might 
preserve the remaining Church- lands and immunities from 
Sacrilegious alienations. And this good man deserved all 
the honour and power with which she gratified and trusted 
him ; for he was a pious man, and naturally of noble and 
grateful principles : he eased her of all her Church-cares 
by his wise manage of them ; he gave her faithful and 
prudent counsels in all the extremities and dangers of her 
temporal affairs, which were very many ; he Kved to be the 
chief comfort of her life in her declining ^e, and to be 
then mcfflt frequently with her, and her assistant at her 
private devotions ; he lived to be the greatest comfort of 
her sonl upon her death-bed, to be present at the expira- 
tion of her last breath, and to behold the closing of those 
eyes that had long looked upon him with reverence and 
affection. And let this also be added, that he was the 
Chief Mourner at her sad funeral ; nor let this he foi^otten, 
that, within a few hours after her death, he was the happy 
proclaimer, that King James — her peaceful successor — was 
heir to the Crown. 

Let me beg of my Reader to allow me to say a little, 
and hut a little, more of this good Bishop, and I shall 
then presently lead him back to Mr. Hooker ; and because 
1 1 would hasten, I will mention but one part of the Bishop's 
' charity and humility ; but this of both. Ho built a large 
Alms-house near to his own Palace at Croydon in Surrey, 
and endowed it with maintenance for a Master and twenty- 
eight poor men and women; which he visited ao often, 
that he knew their names and dispositions ; and was so 
truly humble, that he called them Brothers and Sisters ; 
and whensoever the Queen descended to that lowliness to 
dine with him at his Palace in Lambeth, — which was very 
often, — he would usually the next day shew the like lowb- 
ness to his poor Brothers and Sisters at Croydon, and dine 
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with them at his Hospital ; at which time, you may believe 
there wae joy at the table. And at this place he built alao 
a fair Free-school, with a good accommodation and main- 
tenance for the Master and Scholars. Which gave just 
occasion for Boyse Sisi, then Ambassador for the French 
I King, and resident here, at the Bishop's death, to say, . 
"the Bishop had published many learned hooka; but a"' 
FVee-school to train up youth, and an Hospital to lodge 
and maintain ^ed and poor people, were the best evi- 
dences of Christian learning that a Bishop could leave to 
posterity." This good Bishop lived to see Eing James 
settled in peace, and then fell into an citreme sickness at 
his Palace in Lambeth ; of which when the King had notice, 
he went presently to visit htm, and found him in his bed 
in a decliniug condition and very weak ; and after some 
short discourse betwixt them, the King at his departure 
^assured him, "He had a great affection for him, and a 
very high value for his prudence and virtues, and would 
endeavour to h%g his life of God for the good of hie 
Church." To which the good Bishop rephed, "Pro Eeele- 
gia Dei ! Pro Ecclesia Dei !" which were the last words 
he ever spake ; therein testifying, that as in his life, so 
at hia death, his chiefest care waa of God's Church, 

This John Whil^ift was made Archbishop in the year 
1583. In which busy place he continued twenty years and 
some months ; and in which time you may helieve he had 
many trials of his courage and patience : but his motto 
waa " Vineit quipaiilur;" and he made it good. 

Many of hia trials were occasioned by the then powerful 
Earl of Leicester, who did still — but secretly — raise and 
cherish a faction of Non-conformiats to oppose him ; espe- 
cially one Thomas Cartwright,^ a man of noted learning. 

' Tbomas C&rtwrig;ht waa born in Hertfordshire in IS35, and wn« 
educated nt Cambridge. In 1S6T b« graduated B.D., and was appointed 
Ladj Mai^aret Professor of Divinity. Having vigorously assttiled tie 
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sometime contemporaiy with the Bishop in Cambridge, 
and of the same College, of which the Bishop had heen 
Master ; in which place there began some em.ulation8, — 
the particulara I forbear, — and at last open and high op- 
positions betwiit them ; and in which you may believe 
Mr. Cartwright was most faulty, if his expulsion ont of 
the University can incline yon to it. 

And in this discontent after the Earl's death, — which 
was 1588, — Mr. Cartwright appeared a chief eherieher of a 
party that were for the Geneva Church-government ; and, 
to effect it, he ran himself into many dangers both of 
lil>erty and life, appearing at the last to justify himself and 
his party in many remonstrances, which he caused to be 
printed : and to which the Bishop made a first answer, and 
Cartwright replied upon him ; and then the Bishop having 
rejoined to his first reply, Mr. Cartwright either was, or 
was persuaded to be, satisfied, for he wrote no more, but 
left the Reader to be judge wliich had maintained their 
cause with most chanty and reason. After some silence, 
Mr. Carfiwright received from the Bishop many personal 
favours and betoot himself to a more private living, which 
was at Warwick, where he was made Master of an Hos- 
pital, and lived quietly, and grew rich ; and where the 
Bishop gave him a licence to preach, upon promises not to 
meddle with controversies, but incline his hearers to piety 

Church EatoblishiaeDt in hie lectures, he was deprived of his professor- 
ahip ; whereupon he went to Oeneia, and made the Acqaaintance of 
BezB. In 1573 he revisiled England, and entered int« a long oontro- 
veray with Whitgift', in 1573 he went to Heidelberg, and afterwarilB 
served as minialer io the English congregationB at Antwerp and Middle- 
burg. On returning to England, in 15S5, he was imprisoned bj order 
of Bishop Aylmer, bnt was soon released at tho instance of Lord 
BiiTghlej. In 1595 he accompanied Lord Zoncb to Gnemsey, remaining 
on the island till 1598. He died at Warwick on 27th December, 1603 
(not, as Walton sajs, 1602). AmoDg Ua works are a Latin Bannunj 
of the Qospeli, Commentaries on the Colocsians, &c. 
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and moderation : ajid this promiee he kept during hie life, 
which ended 1602, the BiBhop surviving him but' some 
few months; each ending his days in perfect charity with 
the other. 

^ And now after this long d^ession, made for the infor- 
mation of my Beader concerning what follows, I bring him 
back to venerable Mr. Hooker, where we left him in the 
Temple, and where we shall find him as deeply engaged in 
a controversy with Walter Travers,' — a friend and favourite v 
of Mr. Cartwrigbt's — as the Biehop had ever been with 
"Mr. Cartwright himaelf, and of which I shall proceed to 
tgive this following account. 

And first this ; that though the pens of Mr. Cartwright 
and the Bishop were now at rest, yet there was sprung up 
a new generation of restless men, that by company and 
clamours became possessed of a faith, which they ought to 
have kept to themselves, but eould not ; men that were 
become positive in asserting, " That a papist cannot be 
saved : " insomuch, that about this time, at the execution 
of the Queen of Scots, the Bishop that preached her , 
Funeral Sermon — which was Dr. Howland," then Bishop » 
of Peterborough — was reviled for not being positive for 
her damnation. And besides this boldness of their be- 
coming Gods, BO far as to set limits to His mercies, there 
was not only one Martin Mar-Prelate.' but other venomous 

' Walter Travera, who had been Fellow of Trinity Collage, Ctun- 
bridge, to which Cartwright remoTOd, and he waa also his intimate 
friend, and joint preacher with him in Antwerp. When Travers came 
to England, he was made Chaplain lo lord Bnrghley, whose interest 
pTocured him to be Lecturer at the Temple. 

' Dr. RiCBABn Howland, Master of St. John's College in Cam- 
bridge, and the fourth Bishop of Peterborough, died in IbUO. It doesttot 
appesr that he was the preacher on this occaaion, for Oualon, in his 
" History of the Church of Peterliorough," stales that it was Wiekham, 
Bishop of Lincoln, 

' In ISaS, man; satirical libels were published against the Bishopit, 
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books daily printed and dispersed ; books that were so 
absurd and scurrilous, that the graTer Divines disdained 
them an answer. And yet these were grown into high 
esteem with the common people, till Tom Nash ' appealed 
gainst them all, who was a man of a sharp wit, and the 
master of a scoffing, satirical, merry pen, which he em- 
ployed to discover the absurdities of those blind, malicious, 
senseless pamphlets, and sermons as senseless as they; 
Nash's answers being like his books, which bore these, or 
like titles : " An Almond for a Parrot ; " "A Fig for my 
Oodson ; " " Come crack me this nut," and the like ; bo 
that this merry wit made some sport, and such a discovery 
of their absurdities, as — which is strange — he put a 
greater stop to these malicious pamphlets, than a much 
wiser man had been able. 

And now the Reader is to take notice, that at the death 
of Father Alvey, who was Master of the Temple, this 
Walter Tiavers was Lecturer there for the Evenii^ Ser- 
mons, which he preached with great approbation, especially 
of some citizens, and the younger gentlemen of that Society ; 
and for the most part approved by Mr. Hooker himself, in 
the midst of their oppositions. For he continued Lecturer 
a part of his time ; Mr. Travers being indeed a man of 

wiitton pnncipally by a Society of men &siiuniiiig the nmme of Maftin 
Mu-Prelate; some of them were entitled, Diotrtphes, t\a MineraU, the 
Epiitle ta the CoHvocationSoiiae, Bave yiru any toork for a Cooper ? ami 
More vwrlc far a Cooper, reterring to the Detence of the Church uid 
Bighope of England, written by Cowper, Bishop of Wincbester. The 
real aulhura uf these tracts, were John Penry, a Welcbman, John Udall, 
ftnil other ministers. 

' Thomas Naabe, on Gngh'sh Satirical writer, baptized in 1567 at 
LoweatoBe, in Suffulk, and edncated at SL John's College, Cambridge. 
As a master of invective he has no superior; he died in or before 1601. 
— An Alnumd/or a Patrol, was probably by Lyiy the Euphniit. A Fii/ 
for my Godtim, and Come, Crook me thit Nut, are tbe afler-titles of 
Pappe with an HaicHet, another tract of Lyly's (if we may believe th« 
testimony of Gabriel Harvey). 
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competent leamii^, of a winning behaviour, and of a 
blameleBB life. Bnt he had taken Orders bv the Presby- 
tery in Antwerp, — and with them Bome opinione, that 
could never be eradicated, — and if in anything he was 
transported, it was in an extreme desire to set up that 
government in this nation ; for the promotii^ of which he 
had a correspondence with Theodore Beza at Geneva, and 
otherB in Scotland ; and was one of the chiefest assistanta 
to Mr. Cartwright in that design. 

Mr. Travers had also a particular hope to set up this 
government in the Temple, and to that end used his most 
zealous endeavouTB to be Master of it ; and hia being dis- 
appointed by Mr. Hooker's admittance, proved the occasion 
of a public opposition betwixt them in their Sermons : 
many of which were concerning the doctrine and cere- N 
monies of this Ohuroh : insomuch that, as St. Paul with- 
stood St. Peter to his face, so did they withstand each 
other in their Sermons: for, as one hath pleasantly ex- 
pressed it, " The forenoon Sermon spake Canterbury ; and 
the afternoon Geneva," 

In these Sermons there was httle of bitt«meBB, but each 
party brought all the reasons he was able to prove his 
adversaty's opinion erroneous. And thus it continued a 
long time, till the oppositions became bo visible, and the 
consequences so dangerous, especially in that place, that 
the prudent Archbishop put a stop bo Mr. Travers his 
preaching, by a positive prohibition. Against which Mr. 
Travers appealed, and petitioned her Majesty's Privy 
Council to have it recalled ; where, besides his patron, the 
Earl of Leicester, he met also with many asBisting friends: 
but they were not able to prevail with, or against the 
Archbishop, whom the Queen had intrusted with all 
Church-power ; and he had received so fair a testimony of 
Mr. Hooker's principles, and of his learning and modera- 
tion, that he withstood all soUdtations. But the denying 
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this petition of Mr. TraverB, was unpleasant to divers of 
lis party; and the reasonableneas of it became at last to 
be 80 publicly mt^iufied by them, and many others of that 
party, as never to be answered : so that, intending the 
Bishop's and Mr. Hooker's disgrace, they procured it to be 
privatelyprintedand9catt«redabToad; and then Mr. Hooker 
was forced to appear, and make as public an Answer ; which 
he did, and dedicated it to the Archbishop ; and it proved 
so full an answer, an answer that had in it so much of 
clear reason, and writ with so much meekness and majesty 
of style, that the Bishop began to hare him in ajlmiratdon, 
and to rejoice that he had appeared in his cause, and dis- 
dained not earnestly to beg his friendship ; even a familiar 
friendship with a man of so much quiet learning and 
humility. 

To enumerate the many particular points, in wliich 
Mr. Hooker and Mr, Travers dissented, — all, or most of ■ 
which I have seen written, — would prove at least tedions : 
and therefore I shall impose upon my Header do more 
than two, which shall immediately follow, and by which he 
may judge of the rest, 

Mr. Travers excepted against Mr. Hooker, for that in 
one of his Sermons he declared, " That the assurance of 
what we believe by the Word of God is not to us so certain 
as that which we perceive by sense." And Mr. Hooker 
confesseth he said so, and endeavours to justify it by the 
reasons followii^. 

" First ; I taught that the things which 0-od promises 
in his Word are surer than what we touch, handle, or see : 
but are we so sure and certain of therm ? If we be, why 
doth Glod 80 often prove his promises to ua as he doth, by 
arguments drawn from our sensible experience ? For we 
must be surer of the proof than of the things proved ; 
otherwise it is no proof. For example ; how is it that 
many men looking on the moon, at the same time, every 
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one knowetb it to be the moon as certainly as the other 
doth? but many believing one and the Bame promise, have 
not all one and the same fulneBs of perBuaeion. For how 
falleth it out, that men being asBured of any thing by 
Bense, can be no surer of it than they are ; when as the 
strongeet in faith that liTeth upon, the earth hath always 
need to labour, striTe, and pray, that hie assurance con- 
cerning heavenly and spiritual things may grow, increase, 
and be augmented ? " 

The Sermon, that gave him the cause of this his justifi- 
cation, makes the case more plain, by declarii^ "That 
there ia, besides this certainty of evidence, a certainty of 
adherence." In which having most excellently demon- 
strated what the certainty of adherence is, he makes this 
comfortable use of it, " Comfortable," he says, " as to weak 
believers, who suppose themselves to be faithless, not to 
' believe, when notwithstanding they have their adherence ; 
the Holy Spirit hath his private operations, and worketh 
secretly in them, and effectually too, though they want the 
inward testimony of it." 

Tell this, saith he, to a man that hath a mind too much 
dejected by a sad sense of his sin ; to one that, by a too 
severe judging of himself, concludes that he wants faith, 
because he wants the comfortable assurance of it ; and his 
answer will be, do not persuade me gainst my knowledge, 
against what I find and feel in myself : I do not, I know, 
I do not believe. — Mr. Hooker's own words follow. — " Well 
then, to favour such men a little in their weakness, let that 
be granted which they do imagine ; be it, that they adhere 
not to God's promises, but are faithless, and without be- 
lief : but are they not grieved for their unbelief? They 
confess they are ; do they not wish it might, and also 
strive that it may be otherwise? We know they do. 
Whence cometh this, but from a secret love and liking, 
that they have of those things beUeved ? For no man can 
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love thoae things which in his own opinion are not ; and it 
they think those thii^ to be, which they ehow they love, 
when they desire to believe them ; then muBt it be, that, hy 
desiring to believe, they prove themselves true believers : 
for without faith no man thinbeth that things beUeved are : 
which argument all the subtilties of infernal powers will 
never be able to dissolve." This is an abridgement of part 
of the reasons Mr. Hooter gives for his justification of this 
his opinion, for which he was excepted against by Mr. 
Travers. 

Mr. Hooker was also accused by Mr. Travers, for that 
he in one of his Sermons had declared, " That he doubted 
not but that Ood was m.erciful to many of our forefathers 
living in Popish Buperstition, for as-much as they sinned 
ignorantly ; " and Mr. Hooker in his Answer professeth it 
to be his judgment, and declares his reasons for this chari- 
table opinion to be as foUoweth. 

But first, he states the question about Justification and 
Works, and how the foundation of Faith without works is 
overthrown ; and then he proceeds to discover that way 
which natural men and some others have mistaken to be 
the way, by which they hope to attain true and everlasting 
happiness ; and having discovered the mistaken, he pro- 
ceeds to direct to that true way, by which, and no other, 
everlasting life and blessedness ie attainable. And these 
two ways he demonstrates -thus ; — they be his own words 
that follow : — " That, the way of Nature ; this, the way of 
Grace; the end of that way. Salvation merited, pre-eup- 
posing the righteousnesB of men's works; their righteous- 
ness, a natural ability to do them ; that ability, the good- 
ness of God, which created them in such perfection. But 
the end of this way. Salvation bestowed upon men as a 
gift : pre-Bupposing not their righteousness, but the for- 
giveness of their unrighteousness. Justification ; their justi- 
fication, not their natural abihty to do good, but their 
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hearty sorrow for not doing, and anfeigned belief iu Him, 
for whose sake not-doers are accepted, which ia their Voca- 
tion ; their vocation, the election of 0«d, taking them out 
of the number of h>st children : their Election, a Mediator 
in whom to be elected ; this mediation, inezpHcable mercy : 
ihis mercy, supposing their misBTj for whom He voudi- 
safed to die, and make Himself a Mediator." 

And he also declareth, " There ia no meritorious cause 
for our Justification, but Christ: no effectual, but hie 
mercy ;" and says also, " We deny the grace of our Lord 
JesuB Chriflt, we abuse, disannul and annihilate the benefit 
of his passion, if by a proud imagination we believe we can 
merit eTerlasting life, or can be worthy of it." This belief, 
he declareth, is to deatroy the very essence of our Justifi- 
cation ; and he makes all opinions that border upon this 
to be very dangerous. " Yet nevertheless," — and for this 
he was accused, — " considering how many virtuous and 
just men, how many Saints and Martyrs have had their 
dangerous opinions, amongst which this waa one, that they 
hoped to make Qod some part of amends, by voluntary 
punishments which they laid upon themselves : because by 
this, or the like erroneous opinions, which do by consequence 
overthrow the merits of Christ, shall man be so bold as to 
write on their graves, ' Such men are damned; there ia for 
them no Salvation?' St. Austin says, Errare poagum, 
Sierelicus esse nolo. And except we put a difference be- 
twixt them that err ignorantly, and them that obstinately 
persist in it, how ia it possible that any man should hope 
to be saved ? Give me a Pope or Cardinal, whom great 
afflictiona have made to know himself, whose heart God 
hath touched with true sorrow for all his sins, and filled 
with a love of Christ and his Gospel ; whose eyes are 
willingly open to see the truth, and his mouth ready to 
renounce all error, — this one opinion of merit excepted, 
which he thinketh Q^ will require at his hands; — and 
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because he wanteth, trembleth, and is diacour^ed, and jet 
can say, Lord cleanse me from all mj secret sins ! shall I 
think, because of this, or a, like error, euch men touch not 
so much as the hem of Christ's garment? If they do, 
wherefore should I doubt, but that virtue may proceed 
from Christ to save them ? No, I will not be afraid to say 
to such a. one, Ton err in your opinion ; but be of good 
comfort ; you have to do with a merciful Glod, who will 
make the best of that little which you hold well ; and not 
with a captious sophister, who gatheretb the worst out of 
every thing in which you are mistaken." 

But it will be said, says Mr. Hooker, the admittance of 
merit in any degree overthroweth the foundation, eicludeth 
from the hope of mercy, from all poesibllity of salvation. 
(And now Mr. Hooker's own words follow.) 

"Wliat, though they hold the truth sincerely in all other 
parts of Christian faith; although they have in some 
measure all the virtues and graces of the Spirit, although 
they have all other tokens of God's children in them ? 
although they be far from having any proud opinion, that 
they shall be saved by the worthiness of their deeds? 
although the only thing, that troubleth and molesteth 
them, be a little too much dejection, somewhat too great a 
fear arising from an erroneous conceit, that God will re- 
quire a worthiness in them, which they are grieved to find 
wanting in themselves ? although they be not obstinate in 
this opinion ? although they be willing, and would be glad 
to forsake it, if any one reason were brought sufficient to 
disprove it? although the only cause why they do not for- 
sake it ere they die, be their ignorance of that means by 
which it might be disproved F although the cause why the 
ignorance in this point is not removed, be the want of 
knowledge in auoh as should be able, and are not, to re- 
move it? Iiet me die," says Mr. Hooker, "if it beever 
proved, that simply an error doth exclude a Pope or Car- 
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dinal in such a case utterly from hope of life. Surely, I 
must coofeBS, tliat if it be an error to think that Qod may 
be merciful to save men, even when they err, my greatest . 
comfort is my error : were it not for the love I bear to 
thiH error, I would never wish to.speak or to live," 

I was willing to take notice of these two points, as sup- 
posing them to be very material ; and that, as they are 
thus contracted, they may prove useful to my Beader ; as 
also for that the answers be arguments of Mr. Hooker's 
great and clear reason, and equal charity. Other excep- 
tions were also made against bim by Mr. Travers, as 
" That he prayed before, and not after, his Sermons ; that 
in his prayers he named Bishops ; that he kneeled, both 
when he prayed, and when he received the Sacrament ; " 
and — says Mr. Hooker in his Defence — " other exceptions 
so like these, as but to name, I should have thought a 
greater fault than to commit them." 

And it is not unworthy the noting, that, in the manage 
of so great a controversy, a sharper reproof than this, and 
one like it, did never fall from the happy pen of this 
humble man. That like it was upon a like occasion of 
exceptions, to which his answer was, "your next ai^ument 
consists of railing and of reasons : to your railing I say 
nothing; to your reasons I say what follows." And I am 
glad of this fair occasion to testify the dove-like temper of 
this meek, this matchless man. And doubtless, if Al- 
mighty God had blest the Dissenters from the ceremonies 
and discipline of this Church, with a, like measure of wis- 
dom and humility, instead of their pertinadous zeal, then 
obedience and truth had kissed each other ; then peace and 
piety had flourished in our nation, and this Ohurch and 
State had been blessed like Jerusalem, that is at unity 
with itself: but this can never be expected, till God shall 
bless the common people of this nation with a beUef , that 
Schism is a sin, and they not fit to judge what is Schism : 
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and bless them also with a belief, that there may be 
offences taken which are not given, and, that laws are not 
made for private men to dispute, but to obey. 

And this also may be worthv of noting, that these ex* 
ceptions of Mr, Travers gainst Mr. Hooker proved to be 
felix error, for they were the cause of his transcribing 
those few of hie Sermons, which we now see printed with 
his books ; and of his " Answer to Mr. Travers his Sappli- 
cation ; " and of hie most learned and useful " Discourse 
of Justification, of raith, and Works : " and by their tran- 
scription they fell into such hands as have preserved them 
from being lost, as too many of his other matchless writings 
were : and from these I have gathered many observations 
in this discourse of his life. 

After the publication of his " Answer to the Petition of 
Mr. Travers," Mr. Hooker grew daily into greater repute 
with the most learned and wise of the nation ; but it had 
a contrary effect in very many of the Temple, that were 
zealous for Mr. Travers, and for his Church -discipline ; 
insomuch, that though Mr. Travers left the place, yet the 
seeds of discontent could not be rooted out of that Society, 
by the great reason, and as great meekness, of this humble 
man : for though the chief Benchers gave hirn m.uoh reve- 
rence and encouragement, yet he there met with many 
neglects and oppositions by those of Master Travers' 
judgment ; insomuch that it turned to his extreme grief : 
and, that he might unbeguile and win them, he designed 
to write a deliberate, sober treatise of the Church's power 
to make Canons for the use of ceremonies, and by law to 
impose an obedience to them, as upon her children ; and 
this he proposed to do in " Bight Books of the law of 
Ecclesiastical Polity;" intending therein to shew such 
arguments as should force an assent from all men, if 
reason, delivered in aweet language, and void of any pro- 
vocation, were able to do it : and, that he m^ht prevent 
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all prejudice, he wrote before it a. large Preface, or Epiatle 
to the IHssenting Brethren, 'wherein there were such ^ 
bowels of love, and euch a commixture of that love with 
reason, as was never exceeded but in Holy Writ ; and par- 
ticularly by that of St. Paul to hia dear brother and fellow- 
labourer Philemon ; than which none ever was more hke 
this epistle of Mr. Hooker's. So that hia dear &iend and 
companion iu his studies, Br. Spencer, might, after his 
death, justly say, " What admirable height of learning, 
and depth of judgment, dwelt in the lowly mind of this 
truly humble man ;^great in all wise men's eyes, except 
his own ; with what gravity and majesty of speech his 
tongue and pen uttered heavenly mysteries ; whose eyes, 
in the humility of his heart, were always cast down to the 
ground ; how all things that proceeded from hj-m were 
breathed as from the Spirit of Love ; as if he, like the bird 
of the Holy &hoat, the Dove, had wanted gall: — let those 
that knew him not in his person, judge by these living 
images of his soul, his writings." 

The foundation of these books was laid in the Temple ; 
but he found it no fit place to finish what he had there de- 
signed; he therefore earnestly solicited the Archbishop 
for a remove from that place ; to whom he spake to this 
purpose: "My Lord, when I lost the freedom of my cell, 
which was my College, yet I found some degree of it in my 
quiet country parsonage: but I am weary of the noise and 
oppositions of this place ; and indeed God and Nature did 
not intend me for contentions, but for study and quietness. 
My Lord, my particular contests with Mr. Travers here 
have proved the more unpleasant to me, because I heheve 
him to be a good man ; and that belief hath occasioned me 
to examine mine own conscience concerning his opinions ; 
and, to satisfy that, I have consulted the Scripture, and 
other laws, both human and divine, whether the conscience 
of him, and others of his judgment, ought to be so far 
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oomplied witb. aa to alter our frame of Cburch-goyemment, 
our maimer of God's worship, our praising and praying to 
him, and onr established ceremonies, as often as his, and 
other tender consdences shall require us. And in this 
examination, I have not only satisfied myseU, but have 
h^im a Treatise, in which I intend a juBtification of the 
Laws of our Ecclesiastical Polity ; in which design God 
and hia holy angels shall at the last great Day bear me 
that witness which my conscience now does ; that my 
meaning is not to provoke any, but rather to satisfy all 
tender consciences ; and I shall never be able to do this, 
but where I may study, and pray for God's blessing upon 
my endeaTours, and keep myself in peace and privacy, and 
behold God's blessings spring ont of my mother earth, 
and eat my own bread without oppositions ; ' and there- 
fore, if your Grace can judge me worthy of such a favour, 
let me beg it, that I may perfect what I have begun." 

About this time the Faraon^e or Sectory of Boscum, 
in the Diocese of Sarum, and six miles from that City, 

' In some of the later editions of the Life of Huoker, this par^^ph is 
thni altered — " And in this exMnioation i I have not oolf Mtisfiect 
injeelf, but hare began a treatise in which I intend Ifae satisfaction nf 
others, by a demonstration of the reasonablooeu of our Iaws of Bccie- 
aiaatical Politj ; and therein laid a hopeful foundation for the Chorch's 
peace ; and bo aa not Co proToke jnur adreraary, Mr. Cartwri^t, nor 
Mr. Trarera, whom I Cake to be mine— but not mine enanj — Ood 
knows this to be mj meaning. To which end I have searcbed many 
boohi, and spent man; thoughtful boors; and I hope not in vain, for £ 
write to reasonable men. But, my Lord, I shall never be able to finish 
what I have begun, nnleis I be remoFsd into some qutet country par- 
aonage, where I may see God's bleewnga spring ont of my mother earth, 
and eat mine own bread in peace and privacy. A place where I may. 
without diBturbance, meditate my approaching mortality and that great 
RCcoant, which all flesh mnat at the last great day give to the God of all 
Spirits. This is my design ; and as those are Che designs of my heart, 
so they shall, by God's assistance, be the constant endeavouRt of the 
uncertain remainder of my life." 
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became void. The Biahop ot Samm is patron of it ; but 
in the Tacancy of that See, — which was thr«e years be- 
twixt the translation of Bishop Pierce to the See of York, 
and Bishop Caldwell's admission into it, — the disposal of 
that, and all benefices belonging to that See, during this said 
vacancy, came to be disposed of by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury: ajid he presented Richard Hooker to it in 
the year 1591. And lUcbard Hooker was also in the said 
year instituted, July 17, to be a Minor Prebend of Salis- 
bury, the corps to it being Nether-Haven, about ten miles 
from that City ; which prebend was of no great value, but 
intended chiefly to make him capable of a better prefer- 
ment in that church. In this Boscum he continued till he 
had finished four of his eight proposed hooks of "The 
Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity," and these were entered into 
the B^ster-Book in Stationers' Hall, the 9th of March, \ 
1592, but not published till the year 159*, and then were 
with the before-mentioned lai^ and affectionate Preface, 
which he directs to them that seek — as they term it — ^the 
reformation of the Laws and Orders Ecclesiastical in the 
Church of England ; of which books I shall yet aay nothing 
more, but that he continued his laborious diligence to 
finish the remaining four during his life ; — of a,ll which 
more properly hereafter ; — but at Boscum he finished and 
published but only the first four, being then in the 3dth 
year of his age. 

He left Boscum in the year 1595. by a surrender of it 
into the hands of Bishop Caldwell: and he presented 
Benjamin Bussell, who was instituted into it the 23rd of 
June in the same year. 

The Parson^e of Bishop's Bourne in Kent, three miles 
from Canterbury, is in that Archbishop's gift: but, in 
that latter end of the year 159i, Dr. William Bedman, the 
Bector of it, was made Bishop of Norwich; by which 
means the power of presentlog to it was pro ed vice in the 



D.3l.za..y Google 



220 TSS LIFE OF 

Qneen; and she presented ffichard Hooker, whom she 
loved well, to this good living of Bourne, the 7th July, 
15d5 ; in which liviiig he continued till Ms death, without 
any addition of dignity or profit. 

And now having brought our Bichard Hooker from his 
birth-place, to this where he found a grave, I shall only 
give some account of Ms books and of his behaviour in 
this Parsonage of Bourne, and then give a rest both to 
myself and my Beader. 

His first four books and lai^ epistle have been declared 
to be printed at his being at Boscum, anno 1594. Next I 
am to tell, that at the end of these four books there was, 
whenhe first printedthem, this Advertisement to the Beader. 
" I have for some causes, thought it at thia time more fit to 
let go these first four books by themselves, than to stay 
both them and the rest, till thewhole might together be pub- 
lished. Such generalities of the cause in question as are 
here handled, it will be perhaps not amiss to consider apart, 
by way of introduction unto the books that are to follow con- 
cerning particulars ; in the mean time the Beader is re- 
quested to mend the Printer's errors, as noted underneath." 

And I am next to declare, that his Fifth Book — which 
is lai^r than his first four — was first also printed by itself, 
anno 1597, and dedicated to hia patron— for till then he 
chose none — the Archbishop.- — These books were read with 
an admiration of their excellency in thia, and their just 
fame spread itself aleo into foreign nations. And I have 
been told, more than forty years past, that either Cardinal 
Allen,' or learned Dr. Stapleton,' — both Englishmen, and 
in Italy about the time when Mr. Hooker's tour books 

I He was for some time Fellonr of Oriel College, and principal of St. 
Mar; Hall. He was made a CiLrilina! by Pope Sixtus V. in 1587. In 
1SS9, be was appointed Archbishop of Mechlin in Brabant, and died on 
6th October, 169«. 

= It is ascertained by Bishop King's letter to Walton, that it was Dr. 
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were first printed, — meeting with this general fame of 
them, were deeiroua to read an author, that both the re- 
formed and the learned of their own Bomish Church did 
BO much magnify ; and therefore caused them to be sent 
for to Bome : and after readii^ them, boasted to th& 
Pope, — which then was Clement the Eighth, — "That 
though he had lately said, he never met with an Eng- 
lish book, whose writer deserred the name of author j 
yet there now appeared a wonder to them, and it would be 
so to ids Holiness, if it were in Latin : for a poor obscure 
English Priest had writ four such books of Laws, and 
Church-polity, and in a style that expressed such a grave 
and so humble a, majesty, with such clear demonstration 
of reason, that in aU their readings they had not met with 
any that exceeded him : " and this begot in the Pope an 
earnest desire that Dr. Stapleton should bring the said 
four books, and, looking on the English, read a part of 
them to him in Latin ; which I>r. Stapleton did, to the end 
of the first book ; at the conclusion of which, the Pope 
spake to this purpose : " There is no learning that this man 
hath not searched into, nothing too hard for his under- 
standing : this man indeed deserves the name of an author : 
his books will get reverence by age ; for there is in them 
such seeds of eternity, that if the rest be like this, they 
shall last till the last fire shall consume all learning." 

Xor was this high, the only testimony and commenda- 
tions given to his books ; tor at the first coming of King 
James into this kingdom, he enquired of the Archbishop 
Whitgift for his friend Mr. Hooker, that writ the books of 

Stapleton vbo iotroduced the works of Hooker to the Pope. Thomas 
StapleKin wu » RomUh Diiine, bom in 1533, at Hentleld, in Sdssck, 
and educated at Winchester, and Nev College, Oxford. In the reign 
of Mary he was made Prebendary of Cbichester g bot at the accession of 
Elizabeth he left Fhigland, and became Prolessor of Divinity at Douay. 
He died at Loavain, in 199B, and his wurka form four volumes in folio. 
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Churcli-polity ; to which the answer was, that he died a year 
tefore Queen Elizabeth, who received the aad news of hia 
death with very much sorrow ; to which the Eling replied, 
" And I reoeiTe it with no lees, that I shall want the desired 
happiness of seeii^ and discoursing with that man, from 
whose hooks I have received such satisfaction : indeed, my 
Lord, I have received more BatiBfaction in reading a leaf or 
paragraph, in Mr. Hooker, thoi^h it were but about the 
fashion of Churches, or Church-Music, or the like, but 
especially of the Sacraments, than I have had in the read- 
ing pailicular lai^ treatises written but of one of those 
subjects by others, though very learned men : and I observe 
there is in Mr. Hooker no affected language : but a grave, 
comprehensive, clear manifestation of reason, and that 
backed with the authority of the Scripture, the Fathers, 
and Schoolmen, and with all Law both sacred and civil. 
And, though many others write well, yet in the next ^e 
they will be forgotten ; but doubtless there is in every page 
of Mr. Hooker's book, the picture of a divine soul, such 
pictures of truth and reason, and drawn in so sacred 
colours, that they shall never fade, but give an inun'ortal 
memory to the author," And it is so truly true, that the 
EJtng thought what he spake, that, as the most learned of 
the nation have, and still- do mention Mr. Hooker with 
reverence ; so he also did never mention him but with the 
epithet of learned, or judicious, or reverend, or venerable 
Mr. Hooker. 

Nor did his son, our late Kii^ Charles the First, ever 
mention him but with the same reverence, enjoining his 
son, our now gracious Sing, to be studious in Mr. 
Hooker's books. And our learned antiquary, Mr. Cam- 
den,* mentioning the death, the modesty, 
' "^^ other virtues of Mr. Hooker, and 
minifying his books, wished, " that, for 
the honour of this, and benefit of other nations, they were 
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turned into the Universal Language." Which work, 
though undertaken by mau^, yet they have been weary, 
and forsaken it: hut the Reader may now expect it, 
having been long since begun and lately finished, by the 
happy pen of Dr. Earle/ now Lord Biehop of Salisbury, of 
whom I may justly say, — and let it not offend him, because 
it is such a truth as ought not to be concealed from poste- 
rity, or those that now live, and yet know him not,— that 
eince Mr. Hooker died, none have lived whom Gkid bath 
blessed with more iimocent wisdom, more sanctified 
learning, or a more pious, peaceable, primitive temper: 
so that this excellent person seems to be only like himself, 
and our venerable Richard Hooker, and only fit to make 
the learned of all nations happy, in knowing what hath 
been too long confined to the languE^e of our little island. 
There might be many more and just occasions taken to 
speak of his books, which none ever did or can commend too 



much ; but I decline them, and hasten to an account of his 
Christian behaviour and death at Bourne ; in which place 

' Dr. John Earle, author of the " Mlcromsmograiphy, or a piece of 
the World, disoovered in Essays and characters," was bom at York, in 
1601 j was educated at Oxford, and was Tutor to Prince Charles. In 
the Ciril Wars, h^ost both his property and prefbrmenls, and attended 
the King abroad as hia Chaplain. At the Restoration he was made 
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he continued his customary rules of mortification and self- 
denial ; was much in fasting, frequent in meditation and 
prayers, enjoying those blessed returns, which only men of 
strict lives feel and know, and of which men of loose and 
godless lives cannot he made sensible ; for spiritual things 
are spiritually discerned. 

At his entrance into this place, his friendship was much 
soi^ht for by Dr. Hadrian Saravia,* then, or about that 
time, made one of the Prebends of Canterbury ; a C^erman 
by birth, and sometime a pastor both in Flanders and 
Holland, where he had studied, and well considered the 
controverted points concerning Episcopacy and sacril^e ; 
and in England had a just occasion to declare his judg- 
ment concerning both, unto his brethren ministers of the 
Low Countries ; which was excepted against by Theodore 
Besa and others ; against whose exceptions he rejoined, and 
thereby became the bappy author of many learned tracts 
writ in Latin, especially of three ; one, of the " I>egreea of 
Ministers," and of the "Bishops' superiority above the 
Presbytery;" a second, "against Sacril^e;" and a third 
of " Christian Obedience to Princes ;" the last being occa- 
sioned by Gretzerus the Jesuit.' And it is observable, 
that when, in a time of Church tumults, Beza gave his 
reasons to the Chancellor of Scotland for the abrt^tionof 

Dean of Wegtminster, in 1662 was consecrated Bishop of Worcester, and 
in 1663 was translated to Saliabiu7. He died at Oxford, 1S65. His 
translBtton of Hooker's Polity was never printed. 

'■ A Protestant Dirine, and Professor of Divinity at Layden, born at 
Artois in 1531, came to England in 1SS7. He was the bosom triend of 
Whitgift. For some time he was master of the ITree Grammar School 
of Soatbampton. Dr. Saravia was one of the Translators of King James's 
Bible, sad died in 1613. His tracts have been printed, both in Latin and 
English. 

' A most learned Jesuit. He read theological lectures at Ingolstadt, 
where he died in 1635, aged 63 years. His works were published at 
Ba^bon, in 1734-1741, in IT vols. fol. 
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EpiBCopacy in that nation, partly by letters, and more fully 
in a Treatise of a threefold Epiacopacy, — which he calls 
divine, human, and satanical, — thia Dr. Saravia, had, by 
the help of Bishop Whit^ift, made sucb an early diecoTery 
of their intentions, that he had almost as soon answered 
that Treatise as it became public ; and he therein disco- 
vered how Beza's opinion did contradict that of Calvin's 
and Mb adherents ; leaving them to interfere with them- 
selves in point of Episcopacy. Bat of these tracts it will 
not concern me to say more, than that they were most of 
them dedicated to his, and the Church of England's watch- 
ful patron, John Whitgift, the Archbishop ; and printed 
about the time in which Mr. Hooter also appeared first to 
the world, in the publication of his first four books of 
" Ecclesiastical Polity." 

This friendship being sought for by this learned Doctor 
you may believe was not denied by Mr. Hooker, who was 
by fortune so like him, as to be engaged a^^ainst Mr. 
TVavers, Mr. Cartwright, and others of their judgment, in 
a controversy too like Dr. Saravia's ; so that in this year of 
1595, and in this place of Bourne, these two excellent per- 
sons began a holy friendship, increasing daily to so high 
and mutual affections, that their two wills seemed to be 
but one and the same ; and their designs both for the glory 
of Ctod, and peace of the Church, still asaisting and im- 
proving each other's vii^es, and the desired comforts of a 
peaceable piety ; which I have willingly mentioned, because 
it gives a foundation to some things that follow. 

Thiff Parsonage of Bourne is from Canterbury three 
miles, and near to the common road that leads from that 
City to Dover ; in which Parsonage Mr. Hooker had not 
been twelve months, but Ms books, and the innocency and 
sanctity of his life became so remarkable, that many 
turned out of the road, and others — scholars especially — 
went purposely to see the man, whose life and learning 
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were bo mucli admired : and alaa ! as our Saviour said of 
St. Jolin Baptist, "Wliat went they out to see? a man 
clothed in purple and fine Unen ? " No, indeed : but an 
obscure, hanuleBB man ; a m&n in poor clothes, his loins 
usually girt in a coarse gown, or caiionical coat ; of a mean 
stature, and stooping, and yet more lowly in the thou^ts 
of his soul ; his body worn out, not with age, but study 
and holy mortifications; his face full of beat-pimples, 
begot by his unactivity and sedentary life. And to this 
true character of his person, let me add this of his dispo- 
sition and behaviour : God and Nature blessed him with 
so blessed a. bashfulness, that as in his younger days his 
pupils might easily look him out of countenance; bo 
neither then, nor in his age, did he ever willingly look any 
man in the face : and was of so mild and humble a nature, 
that his poor Parish-Clerk and he did never talk but with 
both their bats on, or both oS, at tbe same time : and to 
this may be added, that though he was not purblind, yet 
he was short or weak-sighted ; and where he fixed his eyes 
at the beginning of hie sermon, there they continued till it 
[ was ended : and the Beader has a liberty to believe, that 
I his modesty and dim sight were some of the reasons why 
he trusted Mrs. Churchman to choose his wife. 

This, Parish-Clerk lived till the third orfoiu^hyear of 
the late Long Parliament ; betwixt which tiif.e and Mr. 
Hooker's death there had come many to see the place of 
his burial, and the Monument dedicated to his memory by 
Sir William Cowper, who still Uves ; and the poor Clerk 
had many rewards for shewing Mr. Hooker's grave place, 
and his said Monument, and did always hear Mr. Hooker 
mentioned with commendations and reverence , to all which 
he added his own knowledge and observations of his hu- 
mility and hohnesa ; and in all which discourses the poor 
man was still more confirmed in his opimon of Mr. 
Booker's virtues and learning. But it so fell out, that 
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about the aaid third or fourth jear of the Long Parlia- 
ment, the then present Parson of Bourne was sequeetered, 
- — jou may guese why, — and a Geneyan Miniaterput into 
his good living. This, and other like Bequeetrationa, made 
the Clerk express himself in a wonder, and say, " They had 
sequestered so many good men, that he doubted, if his 
good master Mr. Hooker had lived till now, they would 
have sequestered him too ! " 

It was not long before this intruding Minister had made 
a pajrtj in and about the said Parish, that were desirous to 
receive the Sacrament as in 0«neva ; to which end, the day 
was appointed for a select company, and forms and stools 
set about the altar, or communion-table, for them to sit 
and eat and drink : but when they went about this work, 
there was a want of some joint-stoolB, which the Minister 
sent the Clerk to fetch, and then to fetch cushions, — but 
not to kneel upon. — When the Clerk saw them begin to 
flit down, he began to wonder ; but the Minister bade him 
" cease wondering, and lock the Church-door : " to whom 
he replied, " Pray take you the keys, and lock me out; 1 
will never come more into this Church ; for all men will say, 
my master Hooker was a good man, and a good scholar ; 
and I am sure it was not used to be thus in his days : " 
f and report says the old man went presently home and died ; 
I do not say died immediately, but within a few days after. ' 

But let us leave this grateful Clerk in his quiet grave, 
and return to Mr. Hooker himself, continuing our obser- 
vations of his Christian behaviour in this place, where he 
gave a holy valediction to all the pleasures and allure- 

' Our biographer has lamented that it was not in bis powerto recover 
the name of Mr. Hooker's worth]' school-master. That of his grateful 
parish-clerk was SampBon Horton, It appears from the parish-regigter 
of BishopVBoume, that '' Sampson Horton was buried the 9(h of May 
1640, an aged man who had been clarke to this parish, by hia awn rela- 
tion, threescore yeares." 
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mentB of earth ; poseeesing his eoiil in a, virtuouB qulet- 
□esB, which he maintained hj constant study, prayers, and 
meditations. His use was to preach once every Sunday, 
and he, or his Curate, to catechiiie after the second Lesson 
in the Evening Prayer. His Sermone were neither long 
nor earnest, but uttered with a grave zeal and an humble 
11 voice : his eyes always fixed on one place, to prevent ima- 
Ijgination from wandering ; insomuch, that he seemed to 
1 study as he spake. The design of his Sermons — as indeed 
of all his discourses — was to shew reasons for what he 
spake ; and with these reasons such a kind of rhetoric, as 
did rather convince and persuade, than frighten men into 
piety ; studying not so much for matter, — which he never 
wanted, — as for apt iUustrations, to inform and teach Ms 
unlearned hearers by familiar examples, and then make 
them better by convincing applications ; never labourii^ 
by hard words, and then by heedless distinctions and sub- 
distinctions, to amuse his hearers, and get glory to himself ; 
but glory only to God. Which intention, he would often 
say, was as discernible in a Preacher, " as a natural from 
an artificial beauty." 

He never failed the Sunday before every Ember-week to 
give notice of it to his parishioners, persuadii^ them both 
to fast, and then to double their devotions for a learned 
and a pious Clergy, but especially the last ; saying often, 
" That the life of a pious Clergyman was visible rhetoric ; 
and so convincing, that the most godless men — ^though 
they would not deny themselves the enjoyment of their 
present lusts — did yet secretly wish themselves like those 
of the strictest lives." And to what he persuaded others, 
he added his own example of fasting and prayer ; and did 
usually every Ember-week take from the Parish-Clerk the 
key of the Church-door, into which place he retired every 
day, and locked himself up for many hours ; and did the 
like most Fridays and other days of fastii^. 
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He would by no meanB omit the cuatomary time of 
ftoeeaaiou, persuading all, both rich and poor, if they de- 
sired the preservation of love, and their Parish-rigbta and 
liberties, to accompany him in his perambulation ; and 
most did SO; in which perambulation he would usually 
express more pleasant discourse than at other times, and 
would then always drop some lovii^ and facetious observa- 
tions to be remembered gainst the nest year, especially 
by the boys and young people ; still inclining them, and 
all his present parishioners, to meekness, and mutual Mnd- 
nees and love ; because " Love thinks not evil, but covers 
a multitude of infirmities." 

He was diligent to enquire who of his Parish were sick, 
or any ways distressed, and would often visit them, unsent 
for ; supposing that the fittest time to discover to them 
those errors, to which health and prosperity had blinded 
them. And having by pious reasons and prayers moulded 
them into holy resolutions for the time to come, he would 
incline them to confession and bewailing their sins, with 
purpose to forsake them, and then to receive the Commu- 
nion, both as a strengthening of those holy resolutions, 
and as a seal betwixt God and them of his mercies to 
their souls, in ease that present sickness did put a period 
to their lives. 

And as he was thus watchful and charitable to the sick, 
BO he was as diligent to prevent law-suits ; still ui^jing his 
parishioners and neighbours to bear with each other's in- 
firmities, and live in love, because, as St. John says, " He 
that lives in love, hves in God ; for God is love." And to 
maintain this holy fire of love constantly burning on the 
altar of a pure heart, his advico was to watch and pray, 
' and always keep themselves fit to receive the Communion, 
and then to receive it often ; for it was both a confirming 
and strengthening of their graces. This was his advice ; 
and at his entrance or departure out of any house, he 
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would usually apeak to the whole family, and bless them 
by 'name ; msomucli, that as he seemed in his youth to 
be taught of God, so be seemed in this pla«e to teach bis 
I precepts as Enoch did, by walking with bim in all holiness 
I and humiUty, makii^ each day a step towards a blessed 
eternity. And though, in this weak and declining a^ of the 
world, such examples are become barren, and almost in- 
credible ; yet let his memory be blessed by this true re- 
cordation, because be that praises liichard Hooker, praises 
Qod who hath given such gifts to men ; and let this 
humble and affectionate relation of bim become such a pat- 
tern, as may invite posterity to imitate these his virtues. 

This was his constant behaviour both at Bourne, and in 
all the places in whiuh he Hved : thus did he walk with 
God, and tread the footsteps of primitive piety; and yet, 
as that great example of meekness and purity, even our 
blessed Jesus, was not free from false accusations, no 
more was this disciple of his, this most bumble, most inno- 
cent, holy man. His was a slander parallel to that of 
chaste Susannah's by the wicked Elders ; or that against 
St. Athanasius, as it is recorded in his life,— for this holy 
man bad heretical enemies, — a slander which this age calls 
trepanning.^ The particulars need not a repetition ; and 
that it was false, needs no other testimony than the public 
punishment of his accusers, and their open confession of 
his innocency. It was said, that the accusation was con- 
trived by a dissenting brother, one that endured not 
Church -ceremonies, hating him for his book's sake, which 
he was not able to answer ; and his name bath been told 
me ; but I have not so much ^confidence in the relation, as 
to make my pen fix a scandal on him to posterity ; I shall 
rather leave it doubtful till the great day of revelation, 

' " Can there he any of friendship in imares, hooks and trepaBsJ" 
" NuthiDg bat gins, and Butres and trapaiu for aouls." — Dr. South. 
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But this is certain, that he lay luider the great chai^, and 
the aoiiety of this accusation, and kept it secret to him- 
self for manj months ; and, being a helpless man, had lain 
.longer under this heavy burthen, out that the Protector 
lof the innocent gave such an accidental occasion, as forced 
him to make it known to his two dearest friends, Edwin 
Sandys and George Craumer, who were so sensible of thfeir 
tutor's sufferings, that they gave themselves no rest, till 
by their disquisitions and diligence they bad found out the 
fraud, and brought him the welcome news, that his 
accusers did confeaa they had wronged him, and begged 
hia paj^lon. To which the good man's reply was to tiiis 
purpose : " The Lord forgive them ; and the Lord bless 
you for this comfortable news. Now have I a just occa- 
sion to say with Solomon, ' Friends are bom for the days 
of adversity ; ' and such you have proved to me. And to 
my Qoi I say, as did the Mother of St. John Baptist, 
' Thus hath the Lord dealt with me, in the day wherein he 
looked upon me, to take away my reproach among men.' 
And, my God ! neither my life, nor my reputation, are 
safe in my own keeping ; but in thine, who didst take care 
of me- when I yet hanged upon my mother's breast: 
Blessed are they that put their trust in thee, O Lordl for 
when false witnesses were risen up against me; when 
shame was ready to cover my face ; when my nights were 
restless ; when my soul thirsted for a deliverance, as the 
hart panteth after the rivers of water ; then thou. Lord, 
didst hear my complaints, pity my condition, and art now 
become my deliverer ; and as long as I live I will hold up 
my hands in this manner, and magnify thy mercies, who 
didst not give me over as a prey to mine enemies : the net 
is broken, and they are taken in it. Oh ! blessed are they 
that put their trust in thee ! and no prosperity shall make 
me forget those days of sorrow, or t-o perform those vows 
that I have made to thee in the days of my affliction ; for 
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with Kicli Bttcrificee, thou, O God, ajt well pleased ; and I 
will pay them." ' 

ThuB did the joy and gra^ude of thie good man's 
heart break forth ; and it is observable, that as the invita- 
tion to this Blander wae hiB meek behaviour and dore-like 
simplicity, for which he was remarkable ; so his Christian 
charity ought to be imitated. For though the spirit of 
revenge is so pleasing to mankind, that it is never con- 
quered but by a supernatural grace, revenge being indeed 
80 deeply rooted in human nature, that, to prevent the . 
excesses of it, — for men would not know moderation, — 
Alm%hty God allows not any d^ree of it to any man, but 
says " vengeance is mine ; " and though this be eaid posi- 
tively by God himself, yet this revenge is so pleasing, that 
man is hardly persuaded to submit the manage of it to the 
time, and justice, and wisdom of his Creator, but would 
hasten to be his own executioner of it. And yet neverthe- 
less, if any man ever did wholly decline, and leave this 
pleasing passion to the time and measure of God alone, it 

' " A cerUin lewd woman came Co hu chamber, and solicited his 
oboritj under this cogent argument, ' that if he should deny her, ihe 
would laj base attempts to his charge;' and by this means, at several 
times, she hod gotten mone; from him ; until at last Proridence was 
pleased to concern itself for the righting wronged innocence. It so fell 
om, that this woman came to him when his two dear friends Mr. Sandys 
and Mr. Cranmer were with him : wondering to see such a person come 
with so mnch confidence, they inquired of cheir tnlor the iiccasion of it, 
who in a. little time tells tbem the tmtb of the whole abuse. Upon which 
they coDtrive a way (o be present in bis chamber, where they might 
hear the whole discourse at her next coming. An opportunity soon 
offered, and Ihe lewd woman persisting in her Areata of laying ill things 
to his charge, if she was denied what she came for, money, his two 
friends stepped forth IWim behind the curtains to her confusion and tbe 
shame of those who bad employed her in so rite an action ; for his slan- 
derers were punished for this their vile attempt, who at their suffering 
shewed a penitent behayionr, and made an open conFession." — Priace'a 
WtyrlAiet <(f Deaaa. 
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wftB thiB Richard Hooker, of whom I write : for when Ma 
slanderers were to suffer, he laboured to procure their 
pardon ; and when that was denied him, his reply was, 
" That however he would fast and pray that God would 
give them repentance, and patience to under^ their 
punishment." And Ma prayers were so far returned into 
hia own bosom, that the first was granted, if we may 
beUeve a penitent behaTiour, and an open confeBsion. And 
'tis obaervable, that after this time he would often say to 
Dr. Saravia, " Oh ! with what quietness did I enjoy my 
soul, after I was free from the fears of my alander ! And 
how much more after a conflict and victory over my deairea 
of revenge ! " 

About the year 1600, and of his age forty-six, he fell 
into a long and sharp sickness, occaaioned by a cold taken 
in his pass^e by water betwixt liondon and Oravesend, 
from the malignity of which he was never recovered ; for 
after that time, till his death, he was not free from 
thoughtful daya and reatless nights : but a aubmission to 
His will that makes the sick man's bed easy, by giving reat 
to his soul, made his very languishment comfortable : and 
yet all this time he was solicitous in his study, and said 
often to Dr. Saravia — ^who saw him daily, and was the 
chief comfort of his life, — " That he did not beg a long 
life of God for any other reason, but to hve to finish his 
three remaining books of Polity ; and then, ' Lord, let thy 
servant depart in peace ; ' " which was his usual expression. 
And God heard his prayers, though he denied the Church 
tlie benefit of them, as completed by himself; and 'tis 
thought he hastened his own death, by hastening to give 
life to his books. But thia is certain, that the nearer he 
waa to his death, the more he grew in humility, in holy 
thoughts, and resolutions. 

About a month before his death, this good man, that 
never knew, or at least never considered, the pleasures of 
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the palate, became first to lose hie appetite, ajid then to 
hare an averseneBS to all food, iDsonmch that be seemed to 
live some intermitted weeks by the amell of meat only, 
and yet still studied and writ. And now hie guardian 
angel seemed to foretel him that the day of his disBolu- 
tion drew near ; for which his Tigorous soul appeared to 
thirst. 

In thtB time of his sicknese and not many days before 
his death, his house was robbed ; of which he having 
notice, his question was, "Are my books and written 
papers safe?" And being answered that they were ; hia 
reply was, " Then it matters not ; for no other loss can 
trouble me." 

About one day before his death, I>r. Saravia, who knew 
the very secrets of his soul,— -for they were supposed to be 
confessors to each other, — came to him, and, after a con- 
ference of the benefit, the necessity, and safety of the 
Church's absolution, it was resolved the Doctor should 
give him both that and the Sacrament the following day. 
To which end the Doctor came, and, after a short retire- 
ment and privacy, they two returned to the company ; and 
then the Doctor gave him and some of those friends which 
were with him, the blessed Sacrament of the body and 
blood of our Jesua. "Which being performed, the Doctor 
thought he saw a reverend gaiety and joy in his face ; but- 
it lasted not long; for his bodily infirmities did return 
suddenly, and became more visible, insomuch that the 
Doctor apprehended death ready to seize him ; yet, after 
some amendment, left him at night, with a promise to 
return early the day following; which he did, and then 
found him better in appearance, deep in contemplation, 
and not inclinable to discourse; which gave the Doctor 
occasion to require his present thoughts. To which he 
replied, " That he was meditating the number and nature 
of Angels, and their blessed obedience and order, without 
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vhich, peace could not be in Heaven: and Oh! that it 
might be ao on Earth I " After which vorde, be said, " I 
have lived to see this world is made up of perturbations ; 
and I bare been long preparing to leave it, and gathering 
comfort for the dreadful hour of making my account with 
OloA, which I now apprehend to be near : and though I 
have by his grace loved bim in my youth, and feared bim in 
mine age, and laboured to have a conscience void of offence 
to him, and to all men ; yet if thou, O Lord ! he extreme 
to mark what I have done amiss, who can abide it P And 
therefore, where I have failed. Lord, shev mercy to me ; 
for I plead not my righteousness, but the forgiveness of 
my unrighteousness, for His merits, who died to purchase 
pardon for penitent sinners. And since I owe thee a death. 
Lord, let it not he terrible, and then take thine own time : 
I submit to it : let not mine, O Lord ! but let thy will be 
done." With which expression he fell into a dangerous 
slumber ; dangerous as to his recovery, yet recover he did, 
but it was to speak only these few words ; " Good Doctor, 
Ood hath heard my daily petitions, for I am at peace with 
all men, and he is at peace with me ; and from that blessed 
assurance I feel that inward joy, which this world can 
neither ^ve nor take from me : my conscience heareth me 
this witness, and this witness makes the thoughts of death 
joyful. I could wish to hve to do the Church more ser- 
vice ; but cannot hope it, for my days are past as a shadow 
that returns not." More he would have spoken, but bis 
spirits failed him; and, after a short conflict betwixt 
Nature and Death, a quiet sigh put a period to his last 
breath, and so he fell asleep. And now be seems to rest 
like Lazarus in Abraham's bosom. Let me here draw his 
curtain, till with the most glorious company of the Fa* 
triarchs and Apostles, the most Noble Army of Martyrs 
and Confessors, this most learned, most humble, holy man 
shall also awake to receive an eternal tranquillity, and 
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with it a greater degree oi glory, than conunon Ghristiaiia 
shall be made partakers of. 

In the mean time, Bless, Lord ! Lord, bless his bre- 
thren, the Clergj of thie nation, with effectual endeavoars 
to attain, if not to his great learning, jet to his remarkable 
meekness, his godlj simplicity, and his Christian modera- 
tion ; for these will bring peace at the last. And, Lord, 
let Ms most excellent writdngs be blest with what he de- 
signed, when he undertook them; which was, gloiy to 
thee, O God ! on high, peace in thy Church, and goodwill 
to mankind. Amen, Amen. 

IZAAE WALTON. 
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This following Epitaph wae long since presented to the 
world, in memory of Mr. Hooker, by Sir William 
Cowper, who also bviilt hi in a fair Monument in Bourne 
Church, and ac]niowle"%ee Mm to have been his spiritual 
father. 

Though nothing can be tpoke worthy his fame. 
Or the Tem,emhranee of that precious name, 
Judiciowe Hooker ; though ihi» coat he gpeni 
On him, that hath a lading monument ' 
In hie own books ; yet ought we to express, 
Ifjiot hit worth, yet our reepectfulness. 
Chv^ch-Ceremanies he maintain' d ; then why 
WUhout all ceremony should he die ? 
Wae it hecauae hie life and death should be 
Both equal patterns of humility 1 
Or that perhaps thie only glorious one 
Was above aH, to ask, why had he none ? 
Yet he, thai lay eo long obecurely low. 
Doth now preferr'd to greater hoiiouTe go. 
Ambitious m^en, learn hen.ee to he more wise, 
• Humility is the true way to rise : 

And Ood in me this leeeon did in^re. 

To bid thi« humble man, "F'riend^sii up higher." 

' On this monunient U a bust of Hooker, representing him in his cap 
and gown. w. d. 
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Amu now, having bj k long and laborioos search satisfied myself, and 
I hope my Header, by impar^ng to him the (rue relation of Mr. Honkor'B 
life, I am desirons also to acquaint hin witb some observaiioni that 
relate to it, and vhich could not properly fall to be spoken till afto 
his death ; of which my Reader may expect a brief and true account in 
the following Appendix. 

And first, it is not to be doubled but that he died iu the forty.wventb, 
if not in the forty-siitb year of his age : which I mention, because manj 
) have believed him to be more aged : but I hare so examined it, as lo be 
'confident I mistake not; and for the year of hia death, Mr. Camden, 
who in his Annals of Qaeen Elizabeth, 1599, mentions him with a hig'h 
commendation of bis life and learning, declares him to die in the year 
1599 ; and yet in that inscription of his Manumenc, set up at the charge 
of Sir William Cowper, in Bourne Church, where Mr. Hooker was 
huried, hh death is there said to be in anno 1G03; but doubtless both 
are mistaken ; for 1 have it attested binder the hand of William Somtior, 
the Archbishop's Begistrar fbr tlie Province of Canterbury, thai Richard 
Uooker'a Will bears dale October afith in anno 1600, and that it was 
[oVTed (he third of December following.* 

• And the BeBdM msv take ^""^ "'*' *' ''" '^*'"' *•* '^ *'"'"" '^■^''• 
h sativf, ■ ihat ilnce I Aral writ ters, Alice, Cicely, Jane and Margaret ; 

1 HMta^^Mt^Fnlu^^omraM '^"' ^^ ^"^ '" ™^ °^ ^'"^ "" hundred 

I Chriiti'Ciilleg«,huhiliei>ed me pounds; that he left Joan, his wifb, his Sole 

I d«J'^d"h=u'r'?M". h™w^ executrix; and that, by hU inventory hU 

I detUi, in onii of bii book! ot estate — a great part of it being in hooka — 

1 h^op' Land* it whj°h b^ki '^'"'^ '" ^l.OSB 9». 2rf. which was much 

[kfiide man]' cmniderablF lur- more than he thought himself worthy and 
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which WHS not got by hia care, much leas P"! noi» of khhs puwrn of 
»7 the good bousewiferj of bis wire, bat gao h^nd. then ii bIso written 
mved bj his trusty servant, Thomas Lane, '^^y* "^^^^^'j^' %"]^^^ 
Ihat was wiser than his master in getting tblt utcttiiion ; 
money for him, and more frugal than his . Riwrfiw Hooker rir numnit 
mistreas in keepingof it. Uf which Will of Eixlaia pradpiu Anglicaia 
Mr. Hooker's I shall aaj no more, but that 2'^itcrXS^m M^£m^i- 
hisdear friend Thomas, the fatherof George T^ulioiuni, Anoo IWO. 
Cranmer, — of whom I hare spoken, and shall hare occasion \a say 
more,— was one of the witnesses to it. 

One of his elder daogbCers was married to one Chalinor, somelime a 
£chool-masler in Chichester, and are both dead long since. Margaret, 
his yonngest daughter, was married unto Ezekiel Charke, Bachelor in 
Divinity, and Sector of St. Nicholas in Harbledown near Canterbury, 
who died abont sixteen years past, and had a son Ezekiel, now living', 
and in Sacred Orders; being at this time Rector of Waldron in Sussex. 
She left also a daughter, with both whom I have spuken not many 
months past, and find her to be a widow in a condition that wants not, 
but very far from al>!iunding. And these two attested unto me, that 
Richard Ho(>ker, tlieir grand&ther, had a sister, by name Eliiabelh 
(■Harvey, that lived to the age of 121 years, and died in the mouth of 
September, 1663. 

For hia other two daughters I can laam little certainty, but have 
heard they both died before they were marriageable. And for hia wife 
she was so unlike Jephtha's daughter, that she staid not a, comely time 
to bewail her widowhood ; nor lived long enough to repent her second 
marriage ; for which, doubtless, she would have found cause, if there 
had been but four months betwixt Mr. Hooker's and her rieath. Bnt she 
is dead, and let her other infirmities be buried with her. 

Thus much briefly for his age, the year of his death, bis estate, his 
wife, and bis children. I am next to speak of his books; concerning 
which I shall have a necessity of being longer, or shall neither do right 
ta myself, or my licader, which is chiefly intended in this Appendix. 

I have declared in bis Life, that he proposed Eight Books, and that 
his first Four were printed anno 159*, and his Fifth book first printed, 
and alone, anno 1^97 ; and that he lived to finish the remaining Three 
of the proposed Eight ; but whether we have the last Three as finished 
by himself, is a jnst and material question ; concerning which I do 
declare, that I have been Cold almost forty years past, by one that very 
well knew Mr. Hooker and the affairs of.his family, that, about a month 
after the death of Mr. Hooker, Bishop WhJt^ft, then Archbishop of 
Canterbury, sent one of his Chaplains to enquire ot Mrs, Hooker, for 
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tbe three remaining books of Polity, writ by her husband : ofwbichibe 
would not, or conld nol, give any Bci»iint : anH that abont three montfaa 
after that tiine the Bishop procured ber to be sent far to Lohdon, and then 
by hid procurement she was to be examined by some of her Mt^eety's 
Council, concerning the disposal of thoae books t but, by way of prepa- . 
ration for the next day's examination, the Bishop invited her to Lam- 
btlh, and after some friendly queationi, she confessed to him, that one 
Mr. Charke, and another Minister that dwell near Canterbury, come to 
her, and desired that they might go into her husband's study, and look 
upon some of his writings : and that there they two burnt and tore many 
of them, assuring her, Chat they were writings not lit to be seen : and 
that she lioew nothing more concerning them. Her lodging was then 
in King street in WestminsCer, where she was fonnd next morning dead 
in her boil, and her new husband sospected and questioned Ebr it ; but 
he was declared innocent of her death. 

And I declare also, that Dr. John Spencer,— mentioned in the Life of 
Mr. Hooker,— who was of Mr. Hooker's College, and of his time there. 
Bud betwixt wh(»n there was so tHendly a fHendahip, that they eon< 
tinualiy advised together in all their studies, and particularly in what 
concerned these books of Polity — this Dr. Spencer, the Three perfect 
boohs being lost, had delivered into his hands — I think by Bishop Whit- 
gift — the imperfect books, or lirst rough draughts of them, to be made 
■s perftet as they might be by him, who both knew Mr. Hooker's hand- 
writing, and was best acquainted with his intentions. Atid a fair Cesti- 
aumj at this may appear hy an Epistle, first, and nsoally printed before 
Mr. Hooker's Five books, — but omitted, I know not why, in the last im- 
pression of the Eight printed together in anno 1662, in which tbe Pub^ 
Ushers seem to impose the three donbtfnl books, to be the undoubted 
bo<>ks <if Mr. Hooker,— with these two letters, J. S. at the end of the 
said Epistle, which was meant fbr ^is John Spencer : in which Epistle 
the Reader may find these words, which may give some authority to 
what I have here written of his last Three books. 

" And though Mr. Hooker hastened his own death by hastening to 
give lifis to his hooks, yet he held out with his eyes to behold these Ben- 
jamins, these sons of his right hand, though to him they proved 
Benoniea, sods of pain and sorrow. But some evit-dispoeed minds, 
whether of malice or covetousness, or wicked blind teal, it is uncertain, 
as soon as they were born, and their father dead, smothered them, and 
by conyeying the perfect copies, left unto us nothing but the old, imper- 
fect, mangled dcBughts, dismembered into pieces ; no &voQr, no grace, 
not the shadow of themselves renuuning in them. Had tbe father lived 
to behold them thus defiuwd, be mig^t rightly have oMoed thmt 
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Benonies, the «odb of kutowi but being tbn learned will not suffer 
tbem to die and be buried, it ia intended the world Bhall see them aa 
th«y are ; the learned will find in them KUDe shadows and resemblances 
of their fiiiher's face, God grant, that M they were with their brethren 
dedicated to the Church for messeugers of peace : so, in the strength of 
that little breath of life that remaineth in tbem, tbe; maj prosper in 
their work, and, bj satiifjini; the doubts of such as are willing to leam, 
they may help to giT« an end to the calamitiea of these our civil wars." 

J. S. 

And next the Header may note, that this Epinle of Dr. Spencer's 
was writ and first printed within four years after the death of Mr. 
Ifooker, in which time all diligent search had been made fbr the perfect 
copies ; and then granted not recoverable, and therefore endeavoured to 
be completed out of Mr. Hooker's rough draughts, as is expressed by 
the said Dr. Spencer in the said Epistle, since whose death it is now 
fifty years. 

And I do profess by the faith of a Christian, that Dr. Spencer's wife 
— who was my Aunt, and Sister to George Cranmer, of whom I have 
spoken— told mo forty years since, in these, or in words to this purpose; 
" That her husband had made up, or finished Mr. Hoolier's last Three 
books ; and that npon her husband's death-bad, or in his last sickness, 
he gave them into her hand, with a charge that thej shonld not be seen 
by any man, but be by her delivered into the hnnds of the then Arch- 
bishop of Canlerbnrj, which was Dr. Abbot, or nnto Dr. King, then 
Bishop of London, and that she did as he enjoined her." 

I do conceive, that from Dr. Spencer's, and no other copy, tbere have 
been divers transcripts ; and I know that these were ta be found in 
several places ; as namely, in Sir Tbomas Bodley's Library ; in that of 
Dr. Andrews, late Bishop of Winton ; in the late Lord Conway's ; in the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's ; and in the Bishop of Armagh's ; and in 
many o^ers : and mogt of these pretended to be the Author's own band, 
bat much disagreeing, being indeed altered and diminished, as men have 
thought fittest to make Mr. Hooker's judgment suit with their fancies, 
or give authority to their corrupt designs ; and for proof of a part of 
this, take these following testimonies. 

Dr. Barnard, sometime Chaplain lo Dr. Usber, lata Lord Archbishop 
of Armagh, hath declared in a lata book, called " Clari Trabales," 
printed by Bichard Hodgkinson, anno 16G1, that. In his search and esa- 
mination of the said Bishop's manuscripts, be found the Three written 
books which were supposed the Sixth, Serenth, and Eighth of Mr. 
Rouker's books of Ecclesiastical Polity j and that in the said Three 
books — now printed as Mr. Hooker's — there are so many omis- 
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BionB, tliBt tbey amniiDt (o m&nj pw&grapbs, and which cause many 
incoherenuies : the omissions are set down at laTge in the said prinled 
book, to which I reter the Beader tor the wbok ; but think fit in this 
[dace to insert this following short part of somn of the said omissions. 

First, as there ctmld be in natural tiodiea no motion of any thing, 
nnless there were some first which nwred all things, and continued nn- 
moTeable ; even bo in politic societies then must be Some unpunishable, 
or else no man shall sufler punishment; for sith punishments proceed 
alnajs from superiors, to whom the admin iatration of justjce be- 
loageth ; which admiuistratioa must hai'e necessarily a fountain, that 
derivntb it to all others, and receireth not from any, because oth^wise 
thecoursaof justice should go infinitely in a circle, every superior having 
his superior without end, which cannot he : therefore a well-spring, it 
fblloweth, there is : a supreme head of justice, whereunto all are sub- 
ject, bnt itself in subjection to none. Which kind of pre-eminency if 
Bomeonght tohaveinakingdom, who bnt a King shall have it? Kit^, 
therefiire, or no man, can have lawful power to judge. 

If private men offend, there is the Magistrate over them, which 
judgeth; if Magistrates, they have their Prince; if Frincea, there is 
Heaven, a tribunal, beforawhich they shallftppear; on earth they are not 
accountable to any. Here, says the Doctor, it breaks oft abruptly. 

And I have these words also attested un<ler the hand of Mr. Fabian 
Philips, a man of note fi:ir his nsiefiil books. " I will make oath, if I 
lihall be required, that Dr. Sanderson, the late Bishop of Lincoln, did a 
little before his death aflirm to me, he had seen a manuscript affirmed to 
' him to be the hand-writing of Mr. Bichard Booker, in which there was 
no mention made of the King or supreme goTcrnors being acconnlable 
to the pMiple. This I will make oath, that that good man attested to 
me. pAniiK Philips.'" 

I So that there appears to be both omissions and additions in the s^d 
last Three printed books : and this may probably be one reason why Dr. 
Sanderson, the said learned Bishop, — whose writings are so highly and 
justly valued,^gaTe a strict charge near the tima of his death, or in his 
last Will, " That nothing of his that vras not ah-eady printed, should be 
printed after bis death." 

It is well known how high a value our learned King James put upon 
the books vfrit by Mr. Hooker ; ami known also that our late King 
Charles — the Martyr for the Church— valued them the second of all 
books, testified by his commending thran to the reading of his son Charle«, 
^ A Btniiter of eminenH, particularlf notfld tor hia loy^ltj, bom at PnwtbuJT Ld 
CHoncaUnI>ire,uilWl. Ha diid in IBM ; luid wu (he Anthor at Krenl emtlent 
tinr Tnnt, m» <r«11 H one aMertisg Uiat Cbarlei I. th a mutjitlic hit pei^le. 
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that now is onr gnunoQB King : and you ma j suppose that this Charles the 
First was not a stranger to the Three pretended books, becansa, in a 
discourse with the Lord Saj, in the time of the Long Parliament, when 
tlie snid Lord required the King to grant the truth of bis argnment, be- 
cause it was the judgment of Mr. Hooker, — quoting him ia one of the 
three written books, the King replied, " They were not allowed b> be 
Mr. Hooker's books; but, however, he would allow them to be Mr. 
Hooker's, and consent to what his Lordship proposed to prove onC of 
those donbtful books, if he would but consent to the judgment of Mr- 
Hooker, in the other five, that were the andonbted books of Mr. 

In thisrelatjon concerning these Three donbtful books of Mr. Hooker's, 
my purpose was to enquire, then set down what I obserred and know ; 

I which 1 have done, not as an engaged person, but indifferently ; and now 
leave my Header to give sentence, for their legitimation, as to himself ; 
but BO as to leave others the same liberty of believiug, or disbelieving 
them to be Mr. Hooker's : and 'tis observable, that as Mr. Hooker 
advised with Dr. Spencer, in the design and manage of these books ; so 
also, and chiefly with his dear pnpil, George Cranmer, — whose sister 
was the wife of Dr. Spencer— of which ^is following letter may be a tes- 
timony, and doth also give authority Co some things mentioned both in 
this Appendix and ia the Ufe of Mr. Hooker, and is therefore added. 

I.W. 
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What posterity iB likelj to judge of theae matters (sinceruiDg CbnnA- 
dUciptine, we may the better conjecture, if we call to mind what oar own 
age, within few years, upon better eiperienco, hath already judged con- 
cerning the same. It may be remembered, tbat at first, the greatest 
part of the learned in tie land were either eagerly aS^ted, or fii»our- 
ably inclined that way. The books then written fur tbe most part 
savoured of the disciplinary style ; it sounded every where in pulpits, 
and in common phrase or men's speech. The contrary part began to 
fear they had taken a wrong course ; many which impagned the disci- 
pline, yet BO impagned it, not aa not being the better form of govern- 
ment, but IS not being so convenient for our state, in regard of danger- 
oaa inoovations thereby likely 10 grow: one man* 
' John Wbitgift, alone there was to speak of, — whom let no suspicion 
the Archbishop. of flattery deprive of his deserved commendation-— 
who, in the defiance of the one part, and courage of 
the other, stood in the gap and gave others respite to prepare themselves 
to the defence, which, by the sudden eagerness and violeoce of their adver- 
saries, had otherwise been prevented, wherein God hath made good unto 
him his own impress, Fineit qui paiitur: tar what contumelious indig- 
nities he bath at their bands sustained, the world is witness j and what 
reward of honour above his adversaries God hath bestowed npon him, 
themselves — though nothing glad thereof, — must needs confess. How of 
late years the heat of men towards the discipline is greatly decayed ; 
(heir judgments begin to sway on the other side; the learned have 
weighed it, and found it light ; wise men conceive some f^ar, test it 

' Hub ulmlnbls diHertalion originiUji aiJiiemnd in IMS, nititJBd, " Conoeriuiig 
the New OboRh DiKipUne ; u eueUeat Letter writun bj U>. Gcoi^ Cniuner, to 
Mr. R. H." 



D.3l.za..y Google 



GEORGE CBANMER'S LETTER. 245 

prove not only nut the best kind of government., bot the tery bane and 
destraction of all govemment. The cause of this change in men's 
opinions maj be drawn fmra the general nature of error, diaguised and 
clothed with the name of irath ; which did mightily and violentlj possess 
men at first, bnt afterwards, the weakness thereof being by time disoo- 
vered, it lost that reputation, which before it bad gained. As by the 
outside of an house the pasaers-by are oftentimes deceived, till they see 
the cnnveniency of the rooms within ; so, by the very name of discipline 
and reformation, men were drawn at first to cast a fancy towards it, 
but now they have not contented themselves only to pass by and behold 
afsr off the fore-front of this reformed house; they have entered in, 
even at the special request of the master-workmen and chief-builders 
thereof : they have perused the rooms, the lights, the convmienues, and 
they find them not answerable to that report which was made of them, 
nor to that opinion which upon report they had conceived : so as now 
Ilie discipline, which at first triumphed over all, being unmasked, begin- 
neth to droop, and hang down her bead. 

The cBQse of change in opinion concerning the discipline is proper to 
the learned, or to such ss by them have been instructed. Another cause 
there ig more open, end more apparent to the view of all, namely, the 
course of practice, which the Reformers have had with na from the be- 
ginning. The first degjee was only some small difference about the cap 
and surplice ; but not such as either bred division in the Church, or 
tended to the ruin of the government established. This was peaceable ; 
the next degree more stirring. AdmonilJODS were directed to the Par- 
liament in peremptory sort against our whole form of regiment. In 
defence of them, volumes were published in English and in Latin i yet 
this was no more than writing. Devices were set on foot to erect the 
practice of the discipline without autliority ; yet herein some regard of 
modesty, some moderation was used. Behold at length it brake forth 
into open outrsge, first in writing by Martin ;' in whose kind of dealing 
these things may be observed : 1. That whereas Thomas Cart wright and 
others his great masters, had always before set out the discipline aa a 
Queen, and the daughter of God ; he conlrariwige, to make her more 
acceptable to the people, brought her forth as a Vice ' upon the stage. 
S. This conceit of his was grounded — as may be supposed — upon this 

' Qngory MuTtin, bora at Muleld n«iir Wioolielin, udmitted of St. John's Coll. 
Oxford, 1557, cmhiued Ihe Bonwn Cstliolic IUIi)(ion ud wtii orduned prieit at 
DDiur. 1573. The Kheims tmulilion of the YnlgHl« hu been ucribed eolinlr to 
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rare policy, that seeing the discipline was by writing refuted, in Parlia- 
ment r^ected, in secret corners hooted ont and decried, it was imagined 
that bj open railing, — which to the vulgar is commonly most plansible, 
— the State Ecclesiastical might have been drawn into such contempt 
and hatred, as the overthrow thereof should tiave been most grateful to 
all men, and in a manner desired by all the comiooa people. 3. It may 
be noted — and this I linow myself to be true — how some of them, 
although they could cot for shame approve so lewd an action, yet were 
content to lay hold on it to (he advancement of their cause, by aclcnow- 
ledging therein the secret Judgments of God against the Bistiopa, and 
hoping that some good might be wrought thereby for his Church ; e» 
indeed there WM, though not according to their construction. For 
4thly, contrary to tlieir expectation, that raiting spirit did not only not 
farther, but extremely disgrace and prejudice their cause, when it was 
oqce perceived from how low degrees of contradiction, at first, to what 
ontrage of ccntiunely and slander, they were at length proceeded ; aud 
were also liltely to proceed further. 

A further degree of outrage was also in fact: certain* prophets did 
■rise, who deeming it not possible that God should 
* Hacket and suSer that to be undone, which they did so fiercely 
Coppioger. desire to have dune, namely, that his holy saints, the 

favourers and fathers of the discipline, should he 
enlarged and delivered from persecution ; and seeing no means of deli- 
verance ordinary, were fain to persuade themselves that God must needs 
raise some extraordinary means ; and being persuaded of none so well 
as of themselves, they forthwith must needs be the instruments of this 
great work. Hereopon they framed unlo themselves an assured hope, 
that, upon their preaching out of a, peaseart in Cheapside, all the 
multitude would have presently joioed nnto them, and in amazemeat of 
miud have asked them, Viri/rains, quid agimui? whereunto it is Lkely 
they would have returned an answer &r unlike to that of St. Peter : 
" Such and such are men unworthy to govern ; pluck them down : such 
and such are the dear children of God ; let them be advanced." 

Of two of these men it is meet to speak with alt commiseration ; jet 
so, that oltiecs by their example may receive instructiuu. and withal 
some light may appear, what stirring affections the discipline is like to 
inspire, if it tight opon apt and prepared minds. 

Now if any man doubt of what society they were; or if the Keformers 
disclaim them, pretending that by them they were condemned j let these 
points be considered. 1. Whose associates were they Iwfore ihey entered 
into this frantic passion ? Whose sermons did they frequent ? Whom 
did they admire? 2. Even when they were entering into it. Whose 
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advice did the/ require ? and trhen the^ were in, Wtiose approbation 7 
Whom mWerlised thej of their purpose ? Whose BEBistance by prayer 
did they request? BuC we de&l injnrioualy with them to lay tim to 
their charge ; for they reproved and condemned it. How ! did they dis- 
close it to the Magiscrale, that it might be suppressed ? or were they 
not rather content to stand aloof off, and see the end of it, as being loath 
to quench that spirit? No donbt these mad practitioners were of their 
society, with whom before, and in the practice of their madness, they 
had most affinity. Hereof read Dr. Bancrofl's book.' 

A third indncement may be to dislike of the discipline, if we consider 
not only how fur the Beibrmers themselves have proceeded, but what 
others tipon their foundations have built. Here como the Brownists' 
in the first rank, their Hneal descendants, vrbo have seized upon a 
number of slrange opinions ; whereof, although their ancestors, the 
Reformers, were never actually possessed, yet, by right and interest 
trom them derived, the Brownists and Barrowiits' have taken possession 
of theM : for if the positions of the Retbrmers be true, I cannot see how 
the main and general conclusions of Brownism should be Iklse ; for npon 
these two points, as I conceive, they stand. 

I. That, because we have no Church, they are to sever themselves 
from us. 2. That without Civil authority they are to erect a Church uf 
their own. And if the former of these be true, the latter, I suppose, 
will follow; for if Urave all things men be toregSJ'd their salvation; aud 
ifoutof theChnrcb there be no salvation ; it followeth, that, if we have 
no Church, we have no means of salvation ; and therefore separation 
from Bs in that respect is both lawAtl and necessary ; as also, that men, 
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BO separated from the false and connterreit Church, are to associate 
themselves unto some Chiirch ; not tu oars ; (o tba Popish mach less ; 
therefore to one of their own making. Now the ground of all these 
intereDues being this, That in our Church there is oo means of solvation, 
is out of the Beformers' principles most clearly to be proved. For 
wheresoever any matter of faith unto aalnition necessary is denied, 
there cftn be no means of salvation ; but in the Church of England, tlie 
discipline, by tlicni accounted a matter of faith, and necessary to salva- 
Hon, is not only denied, but impugned, and the professors thereof op- 
pressed. Ji^go. 

Again, — but this reason perhaps b weak, — every true Church of 
Christ aoknowledgelh the whole Gospel of Christ: the discipline, in their 
opinion, is a part of the Gospel, and yet by our Church resisted. Ergo. 

Again, the discipline is easenlially united to the Church : by which 
term essentially, [hey must mean either an esseutial part, or an essen- 
tial property. Both which ways it must needs be, that where that 
essential discipline is not, neither is there any Church. If therefore 
between them and the Browniats there shoald be appointed a solemn 
dispntaUon, whereof with ns they have been oftentimes so earnest cbal-' 
lengers ; it doth not yet appear what ot her answer they could possibly 
frame to these and the like arguments, wherewith they may be pressed, 
but ftirly to deny the conclusion, — for all the premises are their own — 
or rather ingeniously to reverse their own principles before laid, whereon 
SO foul absurdities have been so firmly built. What further proofs you 
can bring out of their high words, magnifying the discipline, I leave to 
your better remembrance : but, above all points, I am deairous this one 
should be strongly enforced against them, because it wringeth them 
most of all, and is of all others — for aught I see — the most unanswer- 
able. You may notwithstanding say, that you vmuld be heartily glad 
these their positions might be salved, as the Brownists might not 
appear to have issued out of their loins : but until that be done, they 
must give us leave to think that they have cast the seed whereont 
these tares are grown. 

Another sort of men there are, which have been content to mn on 
with the Reformers for a time, and to make them poor instruments of 
their own designs. Hiese are a son of godless palitica, who, perceiving 
the plot of discipHne to consist of these two parts, the overthrow of 
Episcopal, and erection of Fresbyterial authority j and that this latter 
can take no place till the former be removed ; are content Co join with 
them in the destructive part of discipline, bearing Ibem in hand, Uiat in 
the other also they shall find them as ready. But when time shall 
come, it may be they wonld be as loath to be yoked with tbac kind of 
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regiment, as now they are willing lo be released from this. These men's 
enda in all their actions is diaCraction ; their pretence and colour, refor- 
mation Those ttliugs which ander this colour they have effected to 
their awn good, are, 1. Bj maiacaining a contrarf faction, they hare 
kept thfl Clergy always in awe, and thereby made them more pliable, 
and willing to buy their peace. 'J. By maintaiDing an opinion of 
equality among ministers, they baye made way to their own purposes 
for devouring Cathedral Churches, and Biahops' livings. 3. By ex- 
claiming against abuses in the Church, Ihej have carried their own cor- 
rupt dealing in the Civil Slate more covertly. For such is the nature 
of the multitude, that they are not able to apprehend many things at 
once ; so as being possessed with a dislike or liking of any one thing, 
many other in the mean time may escape them without being perceived. 
t. They have eongbt to disgrace the Clergy, in entertaining a conceit in 
men's miods, and confirming it by continual practice. That men of learn- 
ing, and especially of the Clergy, which are employed in the chiefest 
kind of learning, are not to be admitted to matters of State ; contrary t« 
the practice of all well-governed commonwealths, and of our own till 
these late years. 

A third sort of men there are, though not descended ftom the Ee- 
formers, yet in part raised and greatly strengthened by them ; namely, 
the cursed crew of Atheists. This also is one of those points, which I 
am desirous you should handle moat effectually, and strain yourself 
therein to all points of motion and affection} asin that of iboBrownists, 
to all strength and sinews of reason. This is a sort most damnable, and 
yet by the general suspicion of the world at this day most common. 
The causes of it, which arc in the parties themselves, although you 
handle in the beginning of the Bfth book, yet here again they may be 
touched t but the oceasions of help and furtherance, which by the Re- 
formers have been yielded unto them, are, as I conceive two ; namely, 
senseless preaching, and disgracing of the Ministry : for how should not 
men dare to impugn that, which neither by force of reason, nor by 
authority of persona, is maintained ? But in the parties themselves 
these two causes I conceive of Atheism : 1. More abundance of wit 
than judgment, and of witty than judicious learning; whereby they are 
more inclined to contradict any thing, than willing to be informed of the 
truth. Tbey are not therefore men of sound learning for the most part, 
but amatterers ; neither is their kmd of dispute so much by force of 
argoment, as by scoffing J whichbumourof scoffing, and turnihg matters 
most serious into merriment, is now become so common, as we are not 
to marvel what the Prophet means by the seat of scomers, nor what the 
Apostles, by foretelling of scorners lo come; for our Qwn age hath 
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verified their speecli unto us : which also may be ua argnment agaiosC 
these aeolfen and Atheists themeelves, seeing it hath been so muij ages 
ago foretold, that such men the latter daja of the world should aSbrd : 
which could not he done by luij other spirit, save that nherennto things 
ftilnre and present are alike. And eren for Che main question of the 
resurrection, whereat the; aticli so mightily, was it not plainly foretold, 
that men should in the latter times say, " Where is the promise of his 
coming?" Against tlie creation, the art, and diTers other points, excep- 
tions are said to betaken, the ground whereof is superfluity of wit, with- 
out ground of learning and judgment. A second cause of Atheism is 
lenaoaUty, rthivb maketh men desirous to remove all stops and impedi- 
ments of their wicked lite ; among which because Religion is the chiefest, 
so as neither in this life without shame they can persist therein, nor--if 
that be true — without lonnent in the life to come ; they therefore whet 
their wits to annihilate the joys of Heaven, wherein they see — if any 
Buch be — they can have no part, and likewise the pains of Hell, wherein 
their portion must needs be very great. They labour therefore, not 
that they may not deserve those pains, but that, deserving them, (here 
may be no such pains to seize upon them. But what conceitcan be ima- 
gined more base, than that man ahouM strive to persuade himself even 
against the secret instinct, no donbt, of his own mind. Chat his sonl is as 
the soul of a beast, mortal, and corruptible with the body? Against 
which barbarous opinion their own Atheism is a very strong argument. 
For, were not the sonl a natnre separable from the body, bow conld it 
entpr into discourse of things merely spiritual, and nothing at all per- 
tainii^ to the body ? Surely Uie soul were not able to conceive any 
thing of Heaven, no not so much as Co dispute against Heaven, and 
against God, if there were not in it somewhat heavenly, and derived 
fi'omGod. 

The last which have received strength and encouragement from the 
Keformers are Papistsj ^lainst whom, although they are most bitter 
enemies, yet unwittingly they have given them great adv4nt ^e. For what 
can an; enemy rather deaire than the breach and dissension of those 
which are confederates agains thim 7 Wherein they are to remember 
that if onr communion with Papists in some few ceremonies do so much 
strengthen them, as is pretended, how much more doth this division and 
rent among ourselves, especially seeing it is maintained to be, not in light 
matters only, but even in matters of faith and salvation ? Which over- 
reaching speech of theirs, because it is so open an advant^^ fbr the 
Barmwist and the Papist, we are to wish and hope for, that they will 
acknowledge it to have been spoken rather in heat of affection, thou with 
soundness of judgment ; and that through their exceeding love to that 
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creature of discipline which themgetTes bare bred, noiinahed, and main- 
tained, their moatb in oommenilatioii of her did so often overflow. 

From hence yon may proceed — but the means of connexion I leave to 
yourself — to another discourse, which I think very meet to be haiidlpd 
either here or elsewhere at large ; the parts whereof may be these ; 1. 
That in this cause between them and us, men are Co sever the proper 
and essential points and controversy from those which are accidental. 
The most essential and proper are these two : overthrow of the Episcopal, 
and erection of Fresbyterial authority. But in these two points whoso- 
ever joinetb with them, is accounted of their number ; whosoever in all 
other points agreeth with them, yet thinketh the authority of Bishops 
not unlawful, and of Eiders not necessary, may justly be severed frran 
their retinue. Those things theretbre, which either in the persons, or 
in the laws and orders themselves are faulty, may be complained on, 
Bckni>wledg:ed, and amended, yet they no whit the nearer their main 
purpose : for what if nil errors by them supposed in our Liturgy were 
amended, even according to their own hearts desire ; if non-residence,' 
pluralities, and the like, were utterly taken away ; are their lay-elders 
therefore presently authorized? or their sovereiga ecclesiastical juris- 
diction establi^ed ? 

But even in their complaining against the outward and accidental 
matters in Church-Government, they are many ways faulty. 1. Tn 
their end, which they propose to themselves. For in declaiming against 
abuses, their meaning is not to have them redressed, but, by disgracing 
the present state, to make way for their own discipline. Aa therefore 
in Venice, if any Senator sbould discourse against the power of their 
Senate, as being either too sovereign, or too weak in government, witli 
pnrpose to draw their authority to a moderation, it might well be suf- 
fered ; but not so, if it should appear he spake with purpose to induce 
another state by depriving the present. Bo in all causes belongiog either 
to Church or Commonwealth, we are to have reglird what mind the 
coiDplsloiog part doth bear, whether of amendment or innovation ; and 
accordingly either to Suffer or suppress it. Their olyection therefore is 
frivolous, " Why, may not men speak against abuses ? " Yea ; but with 
desire to cure the part affected, not to destroy the whole. S. A second 
fitult is in their manner of complaining, not only becaose it is tor the 
most part in bitter and reproachfiil terms, but also it is to Che commoD 
people, who are jndges incompetent and insufticient, both to determine 
anything amiss, and for want of skill and authority to amend iL Which 
also discovercth their intent and purpose tu be rather destructive than 
corrective. 3. Those very exceptions which they take are frivolous 
and impertinent. Some things indeed they accuse as impious ; which 
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if they may appear to be auob, Ood forbid tliej ahonld ba nuun- 

Agsin»t the rest it is only alleged, that they are idle ceremoDies with- 
out use, and that better and mure profitable might be deriaed. Wherein 
they are donbly daceived ; fbr neither is it a sufficient plea to say, this 
mnst give place, because a better may be dsTised ; because in our jadg- 
menta of better and worse, we oftenlimei conceive amiss, when we com- 
pare (liose things which are in devise with those which are in practice i 
for the imperfections of the one are hid, till by time and trial they be 
discovered ; the others are already manifest and open to all. But last 
of all, — which is a point in my opinion of great regard, and which I am 
desirous to hare enlarged, — they do not see that for the most part when 
they strike at the State Ecclesiastical, they secretly wound the Civil 
Stale, for personal &iilta; "What can be said against the Cbnrcb, 
wbieh may not also ^;ree to the Conmonweatth ? " In both. Statesmen 
have always been, and will he always, men; sometimes blinded with 
erpor, most commonly perverted by passions ; many unworthy have 
been and are advanced in Ixith ; many worthy not regarded. And as 
tor abuses, which they pretend to be in the law themselves ; when they 
inveigh against oon -residence, do they take it a matter lawfat or expe- 
dient in the Civil State, for a man to have a great and gainful office in 
the Northj himself continually remaining in the South ? " He that hath 
an office let him attend his office." When they condemn plurality of 
livings spiritual lo the pit of Uell, what think they of the infinity of 
temporal promotions ? By the great Philosopher, Pol. lib. it. cap. 9, it 
is forbidden as a thing most dangerous to Commonwealths, that by the 
same man many great offices should be exercised. When they deride 
our ceremonies as vain and frivolous, were it hard to apply their excep- 
tions even lo those civil ceremonies, which at the Coronation, in Parlia- 
ment, and all Conrti of Justice, are osed ? Were it hard to argue even 
against Circumcision, the ordinance ofGod,a8 being a cmei c^emony? 
against the Passover, as being ridiculons — sbod, girt, a staff in their 
hand, lo est a lamb ? 

To conclude : you may exhort the Clergy, — or what if yon direct 
your conclusion not to the Clergy in general, but only to the learned in 
or of both Universities 7 — you may exhort them to a due consideration 
of all things, and to a right esteem and valuing of each thing in that 
degree wherein it ought lo stand. For it oftentimes faileth out, that 
what men have either devised themselves, or greatly delighted in, the 
price and (he excellency thereof they do admire above desert. The 
chietest labour of a Christian should be lo know, of a Minister to preach 
Christ crucified : in regard whereof, not only worldly things, but things 
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otherwi&e precious, even [he discipline itwlf, ii tiie and bosci Whereas 
now, bjthc heat of contention, and TJolence of affection, the zeal of men 
towards the one hath greatly decayed their love to the other. Here- 
unto therefore the/ are to be exhorted to preach Christ Crucified, the 
moctificalion of the flesh, Qie renewing of the Spirit ; not those things, 
which in time of strife aeem precious, but — paasiuUB being allayed — are 
vain and cbUdiah. G. C. 
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MQNT of CHRIST'S CHURCH is vindicated," ont of tberndedranghts 
of Lauoceloc Andrews, late Bishop of Winchester. 

To this volume is preGxed, as a preamble to the whole, " A DIS> 
COVERT of the CAUSES of theae CONTENTIONS touching 
CHURCH GOVERNMENT, out of the FRAGMENTS of RICHARD 
HOOKER." 

This Tolume contains certiun brief treatises, written by divers learned 
men, concerning the ancient and modam Government of the Chnrch. 
The treatjses are seven in nnmher, of which thin posthnmoos woric of 
Mr. Hooker is one, and as it stands before the rest it is therefore called 
a Preamble to the whole. 
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VUL THREE TREATISES inBerted in flie " CLAVl TBA- 
BALES." viz. 1. " On the KIKG'S FOWER in MatUra of RELI- 
GION." a. " Of his POWER in the ADVANCEMENT of BISHOPS 
to their ROOMS of PRELACY." 3. " The KING'S EXEMPTION 
fi^ni CENSURE and other JUDICIAL POWER." 

It will not be improper to notice a publication of great merit, entitled 
" A FAITHFUL ABRIDGMENT of the WORKS of that learned 
and judicious Divine, Mr. RICHARD HOOKER, in eight books of 
ECCLESIASnCAL POLITY, and of all the other Treatises which 
were written by the same Author. With an Account of his Life. By 
a Divine of the Chnrcb of England. London, 170S." 
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IN a late retreat from the buginegg of this world, avd those 
many little cares with which I have too often cumbered myself, 
I fell into a contemplation of some of thoee historical passages 
that are recorded in Sacred Story : and more particviaTly of 
what had passed betwixt our blessed Saviour and that wonder 
of Women, and Sinners, amd Mourners, St. Mary Magdalen. 
I call her Saint, because I did not then, nor do now consider 
her, as when she was possessed with seven devih ; not as when 
her wanton eyes and dishevelled hair, were designed and 
managed to charm and ensnare amorous beholders. But I 
did then, and do now consider her, as after she had expreesei 
a visible and sacred sorrow for her sensualities ; as after 
those eyes had wept such a flood of penitential tears as did 
wash, and that hair had wiped, and she mcst passionately 
hissed the feet of her's and our blessed Jesus. And I do now 
consider, that because she loved inuch, not only much was 
forgiven her : hut that beside that bleesed blessing of having 
her sins pardoned, and the joy of knowing her happy con- 
dition, she also had from him, a testimony, that her alabaster 
hox of precious ointment poured on his head and feet, and 
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thtU epdcenard, cmd those gphes that were by her dedicated 
to enAahn and preserve his sacred body from putrefaction, 
should so far pregerve her own memory, that these demonstra- ■ 
iiorm of her eoinctified love, and of her officious and generous 
gratitude, ekovld he recorded and inentioned teheresoever hie 
Gospel should be read ; intending thereby, that as his, so her 
nwine, should also live to succeeding genevatione, even till 
time itself shall he no more. 

Upon occasion of which fair example, I did lately look back, 
and not vnthout some content, — at least to myself, — that I 
have endeavoured to deserve the love, andpreserve the memory, 
of my two deceased friends. Dr. Donne, and Sir Henry 
Wotion, by declaring the several employments and various 
accidents of their lives. And though Mr. George Herbert — 
whose Life I now intend to write — were to me a stranger as 
to his person, for I have ■ oniy seen him ; yet since he was, and 
was worthy to be, their friend, and very ma/ny of his have 
been mine, I judge it may not be unaeeeptahle to those that 
knew any of them in their lives, or do now know them hy 
m,ine, or their own writings, to see this conjunction of them 
after their deaths ; withovi which, many things that concerned 
them,, and some things that concerned the age in which they 
lived, would be leas perfect, and lost to posterity. 

For these reasons I have undertaken it ; and if I have pre- 
vented any abler person, I beg pardon of him and my Reader. 
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MR. GEORGE HERBERT. 

EOR&E HEEBEET was bom the 

Third day of April, in the Year of our 
Redemption 1593. The place of his 
birth was near to the Town of Mont- 
gomery, and in that Castle ' that did 
then bear the name of that Town and 
County ; that Castle was then a place 
of state and strength, and had been 
successively happy in the Family of the Herberts, who had 
long possessed it ; and with it, a plentiful estate, and hearts 
as liberal to their poor neighbours. A family, that hath been 
blessed with men of remartable wisdom, and a willingness 
to serve their country, and, indeed, to do good to all man- 

' A fortress first erected by Roger de Montgomery, Ear! of Shrews- 
bury, andec William I. to secure his conquests in Wales, though it Was 
twice partly destroyed by the Welsh. It stands nsiir the Severn, on a 
gentle ascent, hacing u fair prospect over (he plain beneath. The order 
of Parliament for its deatrnction was made June lUh, 1649. 
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Mud ; for which they are eminent : But alas ! this familj 
did in the late rebellion suffer eitremeJy iu their estates ; 
and the heirs of that Castle saw it laid level with that 
earth, that was too good to tury those wretches that were 
the cause of it. 

The Father of our George was Eichard Herbert, the son 
of Edward Herbert, EJiight, the sou of Richard Herbert, 
Knight, the son of the famous Sir Richard Herbert of 
Colebrook, in the County of Monmouth, Banneret, who 
was the youngest brother of that memorable William 
Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, that lived in the reign of our 
King Edward the Fourth, 

His Mother was Mt^dalen Newport, the youngest 
daughter of Sir Richard, and sister to Sir Francis Newport 
of High-Arkall, in the County of Salop, Knight, and grand- 
father of Francis Lord Newport, now Controller of his 
Majesty's Household. A family that for their loyalty 
have suffered much in their estates, and seen the ruin of 
that excellent structure, where their ancestors have long 
lived, and been memorable for their hospitality. 

This Mother of Geoi^ Herberts — of whose person, and 
wisdom, and virtue, I intend to give a true account in a 
seasonable place — was the happy Mother of seven sons 
Mid three daughters, which she would often say was Job's 
number, and Job's distribution ; and as often blesa Glod, 
that they were neither defective in their shapes, or in their 
reaaon ; and very often reprove them that did not praise 
God for so great a blessing, I shall give the Reader a 
short account of their names, and not say much of their 
fortunes. 

Edward, the eldest, was first made Knight of the Bath, 
at that glorious time of our late Prince Henry's being in- 
stalled Knight of the Garter ; and after many years useful 
travel, and the attainment of many languages, he was by 
King James sent Ambassador resident to the then French 
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Bling, Lewis the thirteenth. There he continued about two 
years ; but he could not subject himself to a compliance 
with the humours of the Duke de Luisnes, who was then 
the great and powerful favourite at Court : so that upon a 



complaint to our King, he was called back into England iu 
some displeasure ; but at his return he gave such an 
honourable account of his employment, and so justified his 
comportment to the Duke and all the Court, that he was 
suddenly sent back upon the same Embassy, from which 
he returned in the beginning of the reign of our good 
King Charles the First, who made him first Baron of 
Castle-Island, and not long after of Cherbury in the County 
of Salop. He was a man of great learning and reason, as 
appears by his printed book " De Veritate," and by Ms 
" History of the reign of King Henry the Eighth," and by 
several other tracts.' 

' That eloquent and acute biographer, Edmund Lodge, thus truly 
givea the characler of Lord Herbert of Cherbury, " Of that anomaly 
of character by the abundance and variety of which foreignete are 
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The second and third brothers were Bichard and William, 
who veiitured their lives to purchase honour in the wars of 
the Low Countries, &aA died officers in that employment. 
Charles was the fourth, and died fellow of Ifew College in 
Oxford. Henry was the sixth, who became a menial ser- 
vant to the Crown in the days of King James, and hath 
continued to be so for fifty years ; during all which time 
he hath been Master of the Bevels ; a place that requires 
a diligent wisdom, with which God hath blessed him. The 
seventh son was Thomas, who, being made captain of a 
ship in that fleet with which Sir Bobert Manaell was sent 
f^ainst Algiers, did there shew a fortunate and true 
English valour. Of the three sisters I need not say more, 
than that they were all married to persons of worth, and 
plentiful fortunes ; and lived to be examples of virtue, and 
to do good in their generations. 

I now come to give my intended account of Cteorge, who 
was the fifth of those seven brothers. 

Geoi^ Herbert spent much of his childhood in a sweet 
content under the eye and care of his prudent Mother, and 
the tuition of a Chaplain, or tutor to him and two of his 
brothers, in her own family, — for she was then a widow,— 
where he continued till about the age of twelve years ; and 
being at that time well instructed in the rules of Grammar, 

pleued to tell ng that our countrj is diBtinguiahed, we meet with few 
exampUt more atriking than in the Bnbject of this memoir — wise and 
unsteady ; prudent and careless ; a philosopher, wilt ungovernable and 
ridiculous pr^udices; a good humoured mah, who even sought occa- 
UODS to shed the blood of hia fellow trealurea ; a deist, with Buperetition 
too gro38 for the moBt aeclnded cloister. These obEferrations are not 
founded on the report of ollieTB, but on the fragment which remains of 
his own aketcti of his life, — a piece of infinite curiositj." His auto- 
biography has been edited by Horace Walpole and Scott He it also 
the author of a Tolnme of poems written in the style of Donne, &equently 
marred by harsh rhytbm and violent conceits, but occasionally displaying 
artistic excellence of a very high order. 
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he was not long after commended to the care of Dr. Neale,' 
who waa then Dean of WeBtminster ; and by him to the 
care of Mr. Ireland,' who was then Chief Master of that 
School ; where the heauties of his prettT behaviour and wit • 
shined, and became so eminent and lovely in this his 
iinnocent age, that he seemed to be marked out for piety, 
land to become the care of Heaven, and of a particular good 
jangel to guard and guide him. And thus he continued in/ 
that School, till he came to be perfect in the learned 
languages, and especially in the Greek tongue, in which he 
after proved an excellent critic. 

About the age of fifteen— he beingthen a King's Scholar 
— he was elected out of that School for Trinity College in 
Cambridge, to which place he was transplanted about the 
year 1608 ; and his prudent Mother, well knowing that he 
m^ht easily lose or lessen that virtue and innocence, which 
her advice and example had planted in his mind, did there- 
fore procure the generous and liberal Dr. Nevil,* who was 

' It has been said of Dr. Richard Ncale, that no one waa more 
thoroughly acquainted with the distreaaes as well as the conTenieoces of 
the clergy, having aerred the Church as Schoolmaster, Curate, Vicar, 
Bflclor, Master of the Savoy, Dean of Westminster, Clerk of the Closet 
to James I. and Charles I., Bishop of Hochester, Lichfield, Durham, 
Winchester, and Archbishop of York (1631). " He died," says Echard, 
" full of jeara as he was full of honours ; a faithful subject Co his prince, 
an indulgent father to his clergy, a bountiful palrou to his chaplains, 
aud a true friend to all that relied npon him." 

' He WB9 made Master of Westminster School in 159a, and contbued 
ao to 1610. 

= Thomas Nevil, D.D., eminent for the aplendour of hia birth, hia 
extraordinary piety and learning, was educated at Pembroke Hall in 
the TTniversity of Cambridge. In 1582 he waa admitted Master of 
Magdalen College in the same UiiiTersity, and in 1593 he aucceeded Dr. 
John Still in tbe Maatership of Trinity College, being then Dean of the 
Cathedral Church of Peterborough, over which he presided commendably 
eight years. Upon the demise of Queen Elizabeth, Dr. Nevil, who bad 
been promoted to the Deatiery of Canterbury in 1597, was sent by 
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then Dean of Canterbury, and Master of that College, to 
take him into his particular care, and provide him -a tutor ; 
which he did moat gladly undertake, for he knew the excel- 
lencies of his mother, and how to value such a friendship. 

This was the method of his education, till he was settled 
in Cambridge ; where we will leave him in his study, till I 
have paid my promised account of his excellent mother ; 
and I will endeavour to make it short, 

I have told her birth, her marriage, and the number of 
her children, and hare given some short account of them. 
I shall next tell the Eeader, that her husband died when 
our Geoi^e was about the age of four years : I am next to 
tell, that she continued twelve years a widow ; that she 
then married happily to a noble gentleman, the brother and 
heir of the Lord Danvers ' Earl of Danby, who did highly 
value both her person and the most excellent endowments 
of her mind. 

In this time of her widowhood, she being desirous to 
give Edward, her eldest son, such advantages of learning, 
and other education, as might suit his birth and fortune, 
and thereby make him the more fit for the service of his 
country, did, at his being of a fit age, remove from Mont- 
gomery Castle with him, and some of her younger sons, to 
Oxford ; and having entered Edward into Queen's College, 
and provided him a fit tutor, she commended him to his 
care, yet she continued there with him, and still kept him 
in a moderate awe of herself, and so much under her own 
eye, as to see and converse with him daily : but she managed 
Archbishop Whitgift to King James in Scotland, in the names of the 
Bishops and Clergy of England, to tender their bounden duties, and to 
understand his Highness'n pleasure for the ordering end guiding of the 
Clergj. Thu Dean hirought a most gracious answer of his Highness's 
purpose, which was to uphold and maintain the goveniment of the late 
Queen, as she left it settled. 

' Born on 28th June, 1573; created Baron Danrers in 1603, and 
Earl of Danb; Tth Febmarj, 1625-6 ; died bn SOth Jannarj', 1643-4. 
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this power over him without any auch rigid soumese, as 
migiit make her company a tormeat to her child ; but with 
such a sweetness and compliance with the recreations and 
pleaeurea of youth, as did incline him willingly to spend 
much of his time in the company of hia dear and careful 
mother; which was to her great content: for she would 
often aay, " That as our bodies take a nourishment suitable 
to the meat on which we feed ; ao our souls do aa insensibly 
take in vice by the example or conversation with wicked com- 
pany : " and would therefore as often say, " That ignorance 
of vice was the beat preservation of virtue ; and that the very 
knowledge of wickedness was as tinder to inflame and 
kindle sin and keep it burning." Tor these reasons ahe 
endeared him to her own company, and continued with him 
in Oxford four years ; in which time her great and harm- 
less wit, her cheerful gravity, and her obliging behaviour, 
gained her an acquaintance and friendship with most of 
any eminent worth or learning, that were at that time in 
or near that University ; and particularly with Mr. John 
Donne, who then came accidentally to that place, in this 
time of her being there. It waa that John Donne, who was 
after Dr. Donne, and Dean of St. Paul's, London : and he, 
at his leaving Oxford, writ and left there, in verse, a cha- 
racter of the beauties of her body and mind : of the firat 
he says. 

No Spring nor Svmmer-heauty has suck grace. 

As I ha/oe seen in an Aidumnal face. 
Of the latter- he says, 

In all her words to every hearer Jit, 

You -may at revels, or at council sit. 
The reat of her character may be read in his printed poems, 
in that Elegy which bears the name of " The Autumnal 
Beauty." Tor both he and she were then past the meri- 
dian of man's life. 
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This amity, be^^iin at this time and pla«e, was not an 
amity that polluted their souls; but an amity made up of 
a chain of suitable inclinations and Tirtues ; an amity like 
that of St. Ohrysostom's to his dear and virtuous Oljmpias ; 
whom, in his letters, he calls his Saint : or an amity, indeed, 
more lite that ot St. Hierome to his Paula ; whose affection 
to her was such, that he turned poet in his old age, and 
then made her epitaph : wishing all his body were turned 
into tongues, that he mig;ht declare her just praises to pos- 
terity. And this amity betwixt her and Mr. Donne was 
begun in a happy time for him, he being then near to the 
fortieth year of his age, — which was some years before he 
entered into Sacred Orders ; — a time when his necessities 
needed a daily supply for the support of his wife, seven 
children, and a family. And in this time she proved one 
of his most bountiful benefaetors ; and he as grateful an 
acknowledger of it. Ton may take one testimony for what 
I have said of these two worthy persons, from this follow- 
ing Letter and Sonnet. 

" MADAM. 

" Your favours to rne are every where: I use them and 
have them,. I enjoy them at London, and leave them, there ; 
<ind yet find thent at MUeham. Such riddles as thesehecome 
things inexpreeeibh ; and such ie yowr goodness. I was almost 
sorry to find your serva/tit here this day, because I was loath 
to have any witness of my not coming home last night, and 
indeed of my coming this morning. But my not coming was 
excusable, because earnest business detained me ; and my 
coming this day is hy the exa/mple of your St. Mary Magdalen, 
who rose early upon Sunday to seek that which she loved 
most i and bo did I. And, from her and myself, I return 
such thariks as are due to one, to whom we owe aU the good 
opinion, that they, whom, we need most, have of us. By this 
messenger, and on this good day, I commit the inclosed Soby 
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Hym/rta and Sonmett — tohichfor the matter, not the workman' 
ghip, have yet escaped thejire — to your judgment, and to your 
protection too, if you think them worthy ofit; and I have 
appointed this incloeed Sonnet to uglier them to your happy 
hand. 

Towr unworthieet eervant. 

Unless your accepting him, to he eo 

have mended him, 

JO. DONNE. 
MUchara, July II, 1607. 

To the Lad/y Magdalen Herbert : Of 8t. Mary 



Her of yow name, whose fair inheritance 

Bethina was, andjtnntv/re Magdalo, 
An active faUh go higMy did advance. 

That she once knew more than the Church did know. 
The Begurreciion ! so much good there is 
Delivered of her, that some Fatherg he 
Loth to believe one woman could do this : 

But think these Magdalens were two or three. 
Increase their nvmher Lady, and their fame : 

lb their devotion add yow innocence .■ 
Take so much of th' example, as of the name ; 

The latter half ; and in gom^e recompense 
That they did harbour Christ himself, a gueet. 
Harbour these Hymns, to his dear name addrest. 

J. D. 
These Hjmns are now lost to ua ; but doubtleaB they 
were such as they two now sing in Heaven. 

There m^ht be more demoustrations of the frieudafaip, 
and the many sa«red endearments betwixt these two excel- 
lent persons, — fori have many of their letters in my hand, 
— and much more might be said of her great prudence and 
piety : but my design was not to write her's, but the hfe of 
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her son ; and therefore I shall only tell my Header, that 
■ about that very day twenty years that this letter was dated, 
and sent her, I saw and heard this Mr. John Itonne— 
who was then Dean of St. Pavil's — weep, and preach her 
Funeral Sermon, in the Parish Church of Chelsea, near 
London, where she now rests in her quiet grave : and where 
we must now leave her, and return to her son Q&ov^, 
whom we left in his study in Cambrii^. 

And in Cambridge we may find our Geoi^ Herbert's 
behaviour to be such, that we may concludehe consecrated 
the first-fruits of his early age to virtue, and a serious 
study of learning. And that he did so, this following 
Letter and Sonnet, which were, in the first year of his going 
to Cambridge, sent his dear Mother for a New-year's gift, 
may appear to be some testimony. 

— " But I fear the heat of my late ^ue hath dried up 
' those springs, by which scholars say the Muses use to 
take up their habitations. However, I need not their help 
to reprove the vanity of those many love-poems, that are 
daily writ, and consecrated to Venus ; nor to bewail that 
so few are writ, that look towards God and Heaven. For 
my own part, my meaning — dear Mother— is, in these 
Sonnets, to declare my resolution to be, that my poor 
abilities in Poetry, shall be all and ever consecrated to 
God's glory : and I beg you to receive this ae one testi- 
mony." 

My Ood, where is that ancient heat towards thee, 
Wherewith whole shoals of Martyrs once didbum. 
Besides their other flames ? Doth Poetry 

Wear Yen.u^ livery ? only serve her turn ? 

Why are not Sonnets made of thee ? and lays 
Upon thine altar burnt ? Cannot thy love 
Seighten a spirit to sound out thy praise 

As weU as any she ? Cannot thy Dove 
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Outitrip their Cupid easily infiight ? 

Or, since thy ways are deep, wnd gtill the sa/me. 

Will not a verse run smooth thai hears thy name ? 
Why doth thai fire, which by thy power and might 

Each breast does feel, no braver fuel chooge 

Than that, which tme day, worms may chance refuse ? 
Swre, Lord, there is enough in thee to dry 

Oceans of ink ; for as the Deluge did 

Cover the Earth, so doth thy Majesty ; 
Each cloud distils thy praise, and doth forbid 
Poets to turn it to another use. 

Bases and lUies speak Thee ; and to make 

A pair of cheeks of them, is thy abuse. 
Why should I women's eyes for crystal take ? 
Such poor invention bums in their low m,ind 

Whose fire is wild, and doth not upward go 

To praise, and on thee. Lord, some ink bestow. 
Open the honts, and you shall nothing find 

In the best face but filth; when Lord, in Thee 

The beauty lies in the discovery. 

O. H. 

This was his resolution at the seading this letter to his 
dear Mother, about which time he was in the seventeenth 
year of his age ; and as he grew older, so he grew in learn- 
ing, and more and more in favour both with 3od and man : 
_ insomuch that, in this morning of that short day of hie life, 
he seemed to be marked out for virtue, and to become the 
care of Heaven ; for Orod still kept hia soul in so holy a 
frame, that he may, and ought to be a pattern of virtue to 
all posterity, and.e specially to his brethren of the Clei^.of 
which the Beader may expect a more exact account in 
what will foUow. 

I need not declare that he was a strict student, because, , 
that he was eo. there will be many testimoniea in the 
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future part of Ms life. I shall therefore only tell, that he 
was made Minor Fellowin the year 1609, Bachelor of Arts 
in the year 1611 ; Major Fellow of the College, March 15th, 
1615 : and, that in that year he was alao made Master of 
Arts, he being then in the 22nd year of his age ; during 
all which time, all, or the greatest diversion from his study, 
was the practice of Music, in which he became a great 
master; and of which he would say, "That it did relieve 
, his drooping spirits, "compose his distracted thoughts, and 
raised bis weary soul bo far above earth, that it gave him 
an earnest of the joys of Heaven, before he possessed 
them." And it may be noted, that from hia first entrance 
into the College, the generous Dr. Nevil was a cherisher of 
his studies, and such a lover of his person, his behaviour, 
and the excellent endowments of his mind, that he took 
him often into his own company ; by which he confirmed 
his native gentleness : and if during Ms time he expressed 
any error, it was, that he kept himself too much retired, 
and at too great a distance with all his inferiors ; and his 
clothes aeemed to prove, that he put too great a value on hia 
parts and parents^. 

This may be some account of his disposition, and of the 
employment of his time till he was Master of Arts, which 
was anno 1615, and in the year 1619 he was choaen 
Orator for the University. Hia two precedent Orators 
were Sir Bobert Ifaunton,' and Sir Francis Nethersole.' 



' This gsntleman was bom in Suffolk, in 1563, and was dncended 

from a very ancient familj in that Counlj. He was educated at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and on Jannary 8Ih, 1617-18, was madB Secretary 
of State : King James I. having b«en previously so well pleased with 
hia eloquence and learning, as tn appoint him Master of the Court of 
Wards. Sir Hubert Nauntun was the Author of the inleresting " Frag- 
menta Regalia, or Obserrations on Queen Elizabeth and her Favourites." 
He died od Good Friday, 1633-34. 
' Sir Francis Nelheraole wan a native of Kent, Ambataador to the 
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The first was not long after made Secretary of Ste.t«, and 
Sir Francis not very long after his being Orator, was made 
Secretary to tlie lady Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia. In 
this place of Orator our George Herbert continued eight 
years ; and managed it with as becoming and grave a 
gaiety, as any had ever before or since his time. For " he 
had acquired great learning, ajid waa blessed with a high 
fancy, a civil and sharp wit ; and with a natural el^ance, 
both in his behaviour, his tongue, and his pen." Of all 
which there m^ht be very many particular evidences ; but 
I will limit myself to the mention of but three. 

And the first notable occasion of shewing his fitness for 
this employment of Orator was manifested in a letter to 
King James, upon the occasion of his sending that Univer- 
sity his book called " BasiUcon Doron ; " ' and their Orator 
was to acknowledge this great honour, and return their 
gratitude to his Majesty for such a condescension ; at the 
close of which letter he writ, 

Quid VaHcanam Bodlemnamque objicis, hospes ! 
Unicus est nobis Bibliotheca Liber. 

This letter was writ in such excellent -Latin, was so full 
of conceits, and all the expressions so suited to the genius 
of the "King, that he enquired the Orator's name, and then 
asked William Earl of Pembroke, if he knew him ? whose 
answer was, " That he knew him very well, and that he 
was his kinsman ; but he loved him more for his learning 
and virtue, that for that he was of his name and family." 
At which answer the Kin g smiled, and asked the Earl 

Princes of the Union, and Secretarj lo llie Queen of Bohemia, and WSB 
equally remarkable for his doings and sufferings in her behalf. 

' This royal work is divided into ihree books; the first on "A 
Christian King's daty towards God." The second on " A King's iluiy 
in his office," The third on " A King's behaviour in things indifferenL" 
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leave that lie might love him too, for he took Tiim to he the 
jewel of that TJniveraity. 

The next occasios he had and took to shew hia great 
abilities, was, with them, to shew also his great affection 
to that Church in which he received his baptiem, and of 
which he professed himself a member ; and the occasion 
was this : There was one Andrew Melvin,' a MiniBter o£ 
the Scotch Church, and Kector of St. Andrew's ; who, by 
a long and constant converse with a discontented part of 
that Clergy which opposed Episcopacy, became at last to 
be a chief leader of that faction ; and had proudly ap- 
peared to be so to King James, when he was but King of 
that nation, who, the second year after hia Coronation in 
England, convened a part of the Bishops, and other 
learned Divines of his Church, to attend him at Hampton- 
Court, in order to a friendly conference with some dissent- 
ing brethren, both of this and the Church of Scotland : of 
which Scotch party Andrew Melvin was one ; and he beii^ 
a man of learning, and inclined to satirical poetry, had 
scattered many malicious, bitter verses against our 
Liturgy, our ceremonies, and our Ohurch^vemment ; 
which were by some of that party ao magnified for the wit, 
that they were therefore brought into Westminster School, 
where Mr, Geoi^e Herbert, then, and often after, made 
'such answers to them, and such reflections on him and his 
Kirk, as might unbeguile any man that was not too deeply 
pre-eng^fed in such a quarrel. — But to return to Mr. 

' Andrew Melville procured the Baailicon Doron in Mannsoript, and 
circulated it in Scotland, wbich prodnced a libel againat it and first 
cansed its publication in 1599. This celebrated person was bora in 
1545, and was educated at tbe Univenitf of St. Andrews, which he left 
with an eminent characler for learning, and travelled through France 
to Geneva. Re was elected principal Master of Glasgow College in 
1574, when be began to enforce the Presbyterian System j and after 
much opposition, and two years' imprisonment, he died Professor of 
Divinity to tbe Protestants of Sedan, in 1622, 
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Melvin at Hampton-Court Conference ; ' lie there appeared 
to be a man of an unruly wit, of a atrange confidence, of 
80 furious a zeal, and of bo nngovemed passions, that his 
insolence to the King, and others at this Conference, lost 
him both his Kectorship of St. Andrew's and his Uberty too ; 
for his former verses, and his present reproaches there used 
a^inst the Church and State, caused him to be committed 
prisoner to the Tower of London ; where he remained very 
angry for three years. At which time of his commitment, 
he found the Lady Arabella" an innocent prisoner there; 
and he pleased himself much in sending, the nest day after 
his commitment, these two verses to the good lady ; which 
I will underwrite, because they may give the Beader a 
tast« of his others, which were like these. 

Oauea tibi mscttm est communis, carceris, Ara- 
BeUa, titn causa est, Araque sacra miM. 

I shall not trouble my Beader with aji account of his 
enlai^ment from that prison, or his death ; but tell him 
Mr. Herbert's verses were thought so worthy to be preserved, 

' Andrew Melville wna not present at the celabrated conference held 
Bt HunptoH'CuiirC, in the firat fear of King James I. upon the complaint 
of the Puritans against the ceremonies and the liturgy of the Church of 
EngUnd. He wbs aummoned (o appear before the Einjf and Council in 
1604. In the first edition of " Mr. WaJton'a Life of Mr. George Her- 
bert," Melville ig deaeribed to be " Master of a great wit ; a wit fnll of 
knots and clenchea ; a wit sharp and satirical j exceeded, I think, by 
none of that nation, but their Buchanan." 

" Daughter of Charles Stuart, Earl of Lenox, the jnungcr brother of 
Henry, Earl of Darnley, father of King James I. Sbe was bom at 
Hampatead in I5TT, and received a very liberal education; added to 
which, ahe posaessed a large estate, and, the English auccession being 
doubtful, she was supposed to be a probable heir to the crown. She in- 
curred the diapleasure of Jamea, by marrying Mr. William Seymour, 
grandson of the Earl of Hertford, for which she was sent to the Tower ; 
and although she had made her escape thence, she was overtaken, 
brought back, and died there in 1615. 
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that Dr. Duport,' the learned Dean of Peterboroi:^h, hath 
lately collected and caused many of them to be printed, as 
an honourable memorial of his friend Mr. Geoi^ Herbert, 
and the cause he undertook. 

And in order to my third and last observation of his 
great abihties, it will be needful to declare, that about this 
time King James came very often to hunt at Newmarket 
and Koyston, and was almost as often invited to Cam- 
bridge, where hia entertainment was comedies,' suited to 
his pleasant humour ; and where Mr. Geoi^e Herbert, was 
to welcome him with gratulations, and the applauses of an 
Orator ; which he always performed ho well, that he still 
grew more into the King's favour, insomuch that he had a 
particular appointment to attend his Majesty at Boyston ; 
where, after a discourse with him, his Majesty declared to 
his kinsman, the Earl of Pembroke, that he found the 
Orator's learning and wisdom much above his age or wit. 
The year followii^, the King appointed to end his pr(^eBB 
at Cambridge, and to stay there certain days ; at which 
time he was attended by the great Secretary of Nature and 
all learning, Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam, and by the 
ever-memorable and learned Dr. Andrews, Bishop of Win- 
chester, both which did at that time begin a desired friend- 
ship with our Orator. Upon whom, the first put such a 
value on his judgment, that he usually desired his appro- 
bation before he would expose any of his books to be 

' JameB Duporl,tbe lottrned son of h learned father, John Doport, 
Master of Jesus College, Cambriilge, wna Greek Frofessor in that Uni- 
versitj. On the promotion of Dr. Ednani K^nbow to Che See of Car- 
lisle, he was appointed Dean of Peterborough, and in 1668 was elected 
Maater of Magdalen College, Cambridge, 

* In the margin of the 1670 edition is written " Albiimazar, Ignora- 
mus." The author of " Albumaior," a piece presented before the King 
at Cambridge in 1614, and printed in the same jear, was John Tomkla. 
" ^noramna," a Latin comedj by James Euggle (or Rnggles) was first 
printed in 1630. 
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printed; and thought him so worthy of Ms friendship, 
that having translated many oJ the Prophet David's Psalms 
into Bi^liah verse, he made George Herbert hia patron, by 
-a public dedication of them to him, as the best judge of 
Divine Poetry. And for the learned Bishop, it is obser- 
verable, that at that time there fell to be a modest debate 



betwixt them two about Predestination, and Sanctity of 
hfe ; of both of which the Orator did, not long after, send 
the Bishop some safe and useful aphorisms, in a long 
letter, written in Greek ; which letter was so remarkable 
for the language and reason of it, that, after the reading of 
it, the Bishop put it into his bosom, and did often shew it 
to many Scholars, both of this and foreign nations ; but 
did always return it back to the place Where he first lodged 
it, and continued it so near his heart till the last day of his 
life. 

To this I nught add the loag and entire friendship 
betwixt him and Sir Henry Wotton, and Dr. Donne ; but 
I have promised to contract myself, and shall therefore 
only add one testimony to what is also mentioned in the 
Life of Dr. Donne ; namely, that a little before his death 
he caused many Seals to be made, and in them to be en- 
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graven the &g\ire of Christ, crucified on an Anchor, — the 
emblem of Hope, — and of which Dr. Donne would often 
eay, " Crux miki anchora." — These SeaJs he gave or sent to 
most of those friends on which he put a vaJue : and, at Mr. 
Herbert's death, these veraes were found wrapt up with 
that seal, which was by the Doctor given to him ; 

W%en my d^drf fiend could write no more. 
He gave this Seal a/tid so gave o'er. 

When winds and waves riee highest I am, sn 
This Anchor Jceeps my faith, that, m,e secure 

At this time of being Orator, he had learned to under- 
stand the Italian, Spanish, and French tongues very per- 
fectly : hoping, that as his predecessors, so he might in 
time attain the place of a Secretary of State, he being at 
that time very high in the. King's favour, and not meanly 
valued and loved by the most eminent and most powerful 
of the Court Nobility. This, and the love of a Court-con- 
versation, mixed with a laudable ambition to be something 
more than he then was, drew him often from Cambridge, 
to attend the King wheresoever the Court was, who then 
gave him a sinecure, which fell into his Majesty's diaposal, 
I think, by the death of the Bishop of St. Asaph.' It was 
the same that Queen Elizabeth, bad formerly given to her 
favourite Sir Philip Sidney, and valued to be worth an 
hundred and twenty pounds per annum. With this, and 
I his annuity, and the advantage of his Collie, and of his 
/ Oratorship, he enjoyed his genteel humour for clothes, and 
! Court-like company,and seldom looked towards Cambri%e, 
! unless the King were there, but then he never failed ; and, 

' Dr. Bicbwd Parrj, who died September 26, 1623. The " sinecure" 
IS ihe rectory of Whitford. 
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a.t other times, left the manage of Mb Orator's place to his 
learned friend, Mr. Herbert Thomdike, who is now Prebend 
of Weetmineter.' 

I may not omit to tell, that he had often designed to 
leave the Univeraity, and decline all study, which he thought 
did impair his health ; for he had a body apt to a con- 
sumption, and to fevers, and other infirmities, which he 
judged were increMed by his studies ; for he would often 
say, " He had too thoughtful a wit; a wit like a penknife 
in too narrow a sheath, too sharp for his body." But his 
Mother would by no means allow him to leave the Uni- 
versity, or to travel ; and though he inclined very much to 
both, yet he would by no means satisfy his own desires at 
so dear a rate, as to prove an undutiful son to so affec- 
tionate a Mother ; but did always submit to her wisdom. 
And what I have now said may partly appear in a copy of 
verses in his printed poems ; 'tis one of those that hear the 
title of Affliction ; and it appears to be a pious reflection on 
Glod's providence, and some passages of his life, in which 
he says. 

Whereas m.y hirih and spirit rather took 

The way that takes the town -. 
Thou didst betray me to a lingering book. 

And wrapt me in a gown : 
I was entangled in a world of strife. 
Before I had the power to change my life. 

' Mr. Herbert Thomdike was then FeUow of Trinity College. He 
wiia ejected from his Fellowship by the usurped powers, and admitted 
to the Rectory of Barley in Hertfordshire, July 2, 164a. Ou the death 
of Dr. Samuel Ward, he waa elected lo the Mastership of Sidney Col- 
lege, but was kept out of it by the oppression of the times. For his suf- 
ferings and great learning he was installed Prebendary of Westminaler, 
Sept. S, 1660. In the year following he resigned his liring of Barley, 
and died in 1672. He assisted Dr. Walton in the edition of the Polyglot 
Bible. 
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Yet, far I threaten' d oft the siege tb raise. 

Not simpering ail mine age ; 
Thou, often, didst with academic praise 

MeU a/nd dissolve my rage : 
I took the sweetened pUl, tiU I came where 
I eould not go away, nor persevere. 

Yet, lest perchance I shotM too haj^py be 

In my unhappiness, 
Twming my purge to food, thou throwest me 

Into more sicknesses. 
Thus doth thy power' crose-tfUts me, not making 
Thine own gifts good, yet me from my ways taking. 

Now I am. here, what thou wiU do with m« 

None of my boohs wiU show, 
I read, and sigh, and wish I were a tree. 

For then sure I shmtld grow 
To fruit or shade, at least some bird would trust 
Her household with me, and I would be just. 

Yet, though thou troublest me, I m,ust be meek. 

In weakness miist he stout, - 
WeU, I will change iny service, and go seek 

Some other master out ; 
Ah, my dear God! though I am clean forgot. 
Let Tne not love thee, if I love thee not. 

a. H. 

In. thie time of Mr. Herl>ert'a attendance and expectatioji 
of some good occasion to remove from Cambridge to Court, 
|0od, in whom there is an unseen chaia of causes, did in a 
short time put an end to the lives of two of his most 
obliging and most powerful friends, Lodowick Duke of 
Richmond, and James Marquis of Hamilton ; and not loi^ 
after >iiin TfiTig James died also, and with them, all Mr. 
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Herbert's Court-hopes r bo that he presently betook himself 
to a, retreat from London., to a friend in Kent, where he lived 
very privately, and was such a lover of solitariness, as was 
judg^ed to impair his health, more than his study had done. 
In this time of retirement, he had many conflicts with him- 
self, whether he should return to the paint«d pleasures of 
a Court-life, or betate himself to a study of Divinity, and [ 
enter into Sacred Orders, to which his dear mother had i 
often persuaded him. These were such conflicts, as they 
only can know, that have endured them ; for ambitious de- 
sires, and the outward glory of this world, are not easily 
laid aside ; but at last QoA. inclined him to put on a resolu- ■ 
tion to serve at his altar. 

He did, at his return to London, acquaint a Court-friend 
with his resolution to enter into Sacred Orders, who per- 
suaded him to alter it, as too inean an employment, and 
too much below his birth, and the excellent abihtiea and 
endowments of. hie miud. To whom he replied, " It bath 
b^en formerly judged that the domestic servants of the 
King of Heaven should be of the noblest families on earth. 
And thoi:^h the iniquity of the late times have made 
clei^ljmen meanly valued, And the sacred name of priest 
contemptible ; yet I will labour to make it honourable, by 
consecrating all my learning, and all my poor abibties to 
advance- the glory of that God that gave them ; knowing 
that I can never do too much for him, that hath done so 
much for me, as to make me a Christian. And I will 
labour to be hke my Saviour, by making humility lovely 
in the eyes of all men, and by following the merciful and 
meek example of my dear Jesus." 

This was then His resolution; and the God of constancy, 
t who intended him for a great example of virtue, continued ■ 
him in it, for within that year he was made Deacon, but 
the day when, or by whom, I cannot learn ; but that he 
was about that time made Deacon, is most certain ; for I 
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fifid "by the Eecords of Lincoln, that he waa made Prebend 
of I^yton Eccleeia, in the Diocese of Lincoln, July 15th, 
1626, and that this Prebend was given hi yti by John,' then 
Lord BtBhop of that See. And now he had a £t occasion 
to shew that piety and bounty that was derived from hie 
generous mother, and his other memorable ancestors, and 
the occasion was this. 

This Layton Ecclesia is a village near to Spalden, in the 
County of Huntingdon, and the greatest part of the Parish 
Church was fallen down, and that of it which stood was so 
decayed, so httle, and so useless, that the parishioners 
could not meet to perform their duty to Gtod in public 
prayer and praises ; and thus it had been for almost twenty 
years, in which time there had been some faint endeavours 
for a pubUc collection to enable the parishioners to rebuild 
it ; but with no success, till Mr. Herbert undertook it ; and 
he, by his own, and the contribution of many of his kin- 
dred, and other noble friends, undertook the re-edification 
of it ; and made it so much his whole business, that he be- 
came restless till he saw it finished as it now stands ; being 
for the workmanship, a costly Mosaic ; for the form, an 
exact cross ; and for the decency and beauty, I am assured, 
it is the most remarkable Parish Church that this nation 
affords. He Uved to see it so vrainscotted, as to be exceeded 
by none ; and, by his order, the Beading pew and Pulpit 
were a little distant from each other, and both of an equal 
height ; for he would often say, " They should neither have 
a precedency or priority of the other ; but that prayer and 
preaching, being equally useful, might agree like brethren, 
and have an equal honour and estimation." 

Before I proceed farther, I must look back to the time 
of Mr. Herbert's being made Prebend, and tell the Beader, 

' Ur. JohD Williuos, afterwards Archbisbop of York, was then 
Bishop ur Lincoln, the last ecclesiastic who was Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal. 
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tliat not long after, his Mother being informed of his int^- 
tione to rebuild that Church, tmd apprehending the great 
trouble and charge that he was like to draw upon himself, 
his relations and friends, before it could be finished, sent 
for him from London to Chelsea,— -where she then dwelt,— 
and at his coming, said, " George, I sent for you, to per- 
suade jou to commit Simony, by givii^ yonr patron as 
good a gift as he has given to you ; namely, that you give 
him back his prebend ; for, Geoige, it is not for your weak 
body, and empty purse, to undertake to build Churches." 
Of which, he desired he might have a day's time to con- 
sider, and then make her an answer, ind at his return to 
her the next day, when he had first desired her blessing, 
and she given it him, his next request was, " That she would 
at the age of thirty-three years, allow him to become an 
imdutiful son ; for he had made a vow to God, that, if he 
were able, he would rebuild that Church," And then 
shewed her such reasons for his resolution, that she pre- 
sently subscribed to be one of his benefactors ; and under- 
took to solicit William Earl of Pembroke to become another, 
who subscribed for fifty pounds ; and not long after, by a 
witty and persuasive letter from Mr. Herbert, made it fifty 
pounds more. And in this nomination of some of his bene- 
factors, James Duke of Lenox, and his brother, Sir Henry 
Herbert, ought to be remembered ; as also the bounty of 
Mr. Nicholas Farrer,' and Mr. Arthur Woodnot: the one a 
gentleman in the neighbourhood of Layton, and the other a 
Goldsmith in Tester Ijane, London, ought not to be for- 
gotten : for the memory of such men ought to outlive their 
Uves. Of Mr. Farrer, I shall hereafter give' an account in 
a more seasonable place ; but before I proceed farther, I 
will give this short account of Mr. Arthur Woodnot. 
He was a man, that had considered overgrovm estates do ^ 
' See Prof. Mayor's "Nicholas Ferrar: Two Live* by hb brother ■ 
John and Dr. Jebb." (Cambrii^ge, 1655). 
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often require more care and watchfulness to preserve than 
get 'them, and considered that there be many discon- 
tents, that riches cure not ; and did therefore set limits to 
himself, as to desire of wealth. And having attained so 
much as to be able to shew some mercy to the poor, and 
preserve a competence for himself, he dedicated the remain- 
ing part of hia life to the serrice of Gh>d, and to be useful 
to hie friends ; and he proved to be so to Mr. Herbert ; for 
besides his own bounty, he collected and returned most of 
the money that was paid for the rebuilding of that Church ; 
he kept all the account of the charges, and would often go 
down to state them, and see all the ■workmen paid. When 
I have said, that this good man was a useful friend to Mr. 
Herbert's father, and to his mother, and continued to be so 
to him, till he closed his eyes on his death bed ; I will for- 
bear to say more, till I have the neit fair occasion to men- 
tion the holy friendship that was betwixt bim and Mr. 
Herbert. Prom whom Mr Woodnot carried to his mother 
this following letter, and delivered it to her in a sickness, 
which was not long before that which proved to be her 
last. 

A Letter of Mr. Gbobge Hebbebt to his Mother, in her 

Sickness. 
" Madam, 

" At my last parting from you, I was the better content, 
because I was in hope I should myself carry all sickness 
out of your family ; but since I know I did not and that 
your share continues, or rather increaseth, I wish earnestly 
that I were ^ain with you ; and would quickly make good 
my wish, but that my employment does fix me here, it 
being now but a month to our commencement : wherein 
my absence, by how much it naturally augmenteth sus- 
picion, by so much shall it make my prayers the more con- 
stant and the more earnest for you to the Ood of all con- 
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solation. — In the mean time, I beaeech you to be cheerful, 
and comfort yourself in the God of all comfort, who is not 
willing to behold any sorrow but for sin. — What hath 
affliction grievous in it more than for a moment ? or why 
should our afilictions here, have so much power or boldness 
aa to oppose the hope of our joyB hereafter? — Madam, as 
the earth is hut a point in respect of the heavens, so are 
earthly troubles compared to heavenly joys ; therefore, if 
either a^ or sickness lead you to those joys, consider what 
advanta^ you have over youth and health, who are now 
ao near those true comforts. Tour last letter gave me 
earthly preferment, and I hope tept heavenly for yourself : 
but would you divide and choose too V Our College cus- 
toms allow not that : and I should account myself most 
happy, if I might change with yon ; for I have always ob- 
served the thread of life to be like other threads or skeins 
of silk, full of snarles and incumbrances. Happy is he, 
whose bottom is wound up, and laid ready for w^ork in the 
New Jerusalem. — For myself, dear Mother, I always feared 
sickness more than death, because sickness hath made me 
unable to perform those offices for which I came into the 
world, and must yet be kept in it ; but you are freed from 
that fear, who have already abundantly discharged that 
part, having both ordered your family and so brought up 
your children, that they have attained to the years of dis- 
cretion, and competent maintenance. So that now, if they 
do not well, the fault cannot be charged on you, whose ex- 
ample and care of them will justify you both to the world 
and your own conscience ; insomuch that, whether you turn 
your thoughts on the life past, or on the joys that are to 
come, you have strong preservatives against all disquiet. 
And for temporal afflictions, I beseech you consider, all 
that can happen to you are either afflictions of estate, or 
body, or mind. For those of estate, of what poor regard 
ought they to he? since, if we had riches, we are com- 
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manded to give them away : so that the best use of them 
is, having, not to have them. But perhaps, being ahove the 
common people, our credit and estimation calls on ub to 
live in a more splendid fashion : but, God ! how easily 
is that answered, when we consider that the blessings in 
the holy Scripture are never given to the rich, but to the 
poor. I never find ' Blessed be the rich,' or ' Blessed be 
the noble ; ' but, ' Blessed be the meek,' and, ' Blessed be 
the poor,' and, ' Blessed be the mourners, for they shall be 
comforted.' — -And yet, God ! most carry themselves so, 
as if they not only not desired, but even feared to be 
blessed. — And for afflictions of the body, dear Madam, re- 
member the holy Martyrs of God, how they have been 
burned by thousands, and have endured such other tortures, 
as the very mention of them might beget amazement : but 
their fiery trials have had an end; and your's — which, 
praised be God, are less, — are not like to continue long. I 
beseech you, let such thoi^hts as these moderate your pre- 
sent fear and sorrow ; and know that if any of yours 
should prove a Gtoliah-like trouble, yet you may say with 
David, ' That God, who hath delivered me out of the paws 
of the lion and bear, will also deliver me out of the hands 
of this uncircumcised Philistine.'— Lastly, for those afflic- 
tions of the soul ; consider that Gk>d intends that to be as 
a Sacred Temple for himself to dwell in, and will not allow . 
any room there for such an inmate as grief; or allow that 
any sadness shall be his competitor. And, above all, if 
any care of future things molest you. remember those 
admirable words of the Psalmist : ' Cast thy care on the 
Lord, and he shall nourish thee.'* To 
• Psttl. 1». 22. which join that of St. Peter, ' Casting all 
t 1 Pet- V, 7. your care on the Lord, for he careth for 
you.' t What an admirable thing is this, 
that God puts his shoulder to our burden, and entertains 
our care for us, that we may the more quietly intend his 
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service ! To conclude, let me commend only one place more 
to you : Philipp. iv. 4. St, Paul salth there, ' Bejoice in 
the Lord always: and again I say, rejoice.' He doubles it 
to take away the scruple of those that might say. What, 
shall we rejoice in afflictions ? Tes, I say again, rejoice ; so 
that it is not left to us to rejoice, or not rejoice ; but, what- 
soever befalls us, we must always, at all times, rejoice in 
the Ijord, who taketh care for us. And it follows in the 
next verses : ' Let your moderation apj)ea,r to all men : The 
Lord is at hand ; Be careful for nothing.' What can be 
said more comfortably ? Trouble not yourselves ; God ia 
at hand, to dehver us from all, or in all.— Dear Madam, 
pardon my boldness, and accept the good meaning of 
" Tour most obedient son, 

" Gbobob Hebb&bt. 
" Trin. Coll. May 25(A, 1622." 

About the year 1629, and the thirty-fourth of his age, 
Mr. Herbert was seized with a sharp quotidian ague, and 
thoi^ht to remove it by the change of air ; to which end, he 
went to Woodford in Essex, but thither more chiefly to 
enjoy the company of his beloved brother. Sir Henry 
Herbert, and other friends then of that family. In his 
house he remained about twelve months, and there became 
hia own physician, and cured himself of his atgae, by for- 
beajing to drink, and not eating any meat, no not mutton, 
nor a hen, or pigeon, unless they were salted ; and by such 
a constant diet he removed his ague, but with inconve- 
niences that were worse; for he brought upon himself a 
disposition to rheuma, and other weaknesses, and a sup- 
posed consumption. And it ia to lie noted, that in the 
sharpest of hia extreme fits he would often say, "Lord, 
abate my great affliction, or increase my patience: but 
Lord, I repine not ; I am dumb. Lord, before thee, because 
thou doest it." By which, and a sanctified submission to 
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the. will of God, he ahewed he was inclinable to bear the 
sweet yoke of Christian discipline, both then and in the 
latter part of his life, of which there will be many true 
testimonies. 

And now his care was to recover from Ms consumption, 
by a change from Woodford into such an air as was most 
proper to that end. And his remove was to I>auntsey in 
Wiltshire, a noble house, which stands in a choice air ; the 
owner of it then was the Lord Danvers, Earl of Danbj, 
who loved Mr. Herbert ho very much, that he allowed bim 
such an apartment in it, as might best suit with his accom- 
modation and hking. And in this place, by a spare diet, 
declining all perplexing studies, moderate exerciae. aiid a 
cheerful conversation, his health was apparently improved 
to a good degree of strength and cheerfulness. And then 
he declared his resolution both to marry, and to enter into 
the Sacred Orders of Priesthood. These had long been the 
desires of his Mother, and his other relations ; but she 
hved not to see either, for she died in the year 1627. And 
though he was disobedient to her about Layton Church, 
yet, in conformity to her will, he kept his Orator's place 
till after her death, and then presently declined it ; and 
the more willingly, that he might be succeeded by his 
friend Eobert Creighton,' who now is Dr. Creighton, and 
the worthy Bishop of Wells. 

I shall now proceed to his marri^e ; in order to which, 
it will be convenient that I first give the Reader a short 
view of his person, and then an account of his wife, and of 
some circumstances concerning both, — He was for his 

' A native of Scotland, educated at Westminster School and Trinity 
Colleg^; Ciimbridge, afterwards Greek Professor of the University. 
During the Civil Wars, be suffered extremely for ijie Royal Cause, and 
was an exile with Charles II., who gave him the Deanery of Wells od 
the Restoration, and in 16T0, be was made Bishop of Bath and Wells. 
He died in 167a. 
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person of a etature inclining towards tallnesB ; his body 
waa Tory Gtraight, and so far team, being cumbered with 
too much desh, that he was lean to an extremity. His 
aspect was cheerful, and his speech and motion did 
both declare bim a gentleman ; fop they were all bo meek 
and obliging, that they purchased love and respect from all 
that knew him. 

These, and his other visible virtues, begot him much love 
from a gentleman of a noble fortune, and a near kinsman 
to hia friend the Earl of Dauby ; namely, from Mr. Charles 
Danvers of Sainton, in the County of Wilts, Esq. This 
Mr. Danvers, having known him long, and familiarly, did 
so much affect him, that he often and publicly declared a ' 
desire, that Mr. Herbert would marry any of hia nine' 
daughters, — for he had so many,— hut rather his daughter 
Jane than any other, because Jane was his beloved. 
daughter. And he had often said the same to Mr. Her- 
bert himself,; and that if he could like her for a wife, and 
she him for a husband, Jane should have a double bless- 
ing : and Mr. Danvers had so often said the like to Jane, 
and BO much commended Mr. Herbert to her, that Jane 
became so much a platonic, as to fall in love with Mr. 
Herbert unseen. 

This was a fair preparation for a marriage ; but, alas ! 
her father died before Mr. Herbert's retirement to Daunt- 
aey : yet some friends to both parties procured their meet- 
ii^ ; at which time a mutual affection entered into both; 
their hearts, as a conqueror enters into a surprised city ;.' 
and love having got such possession, governed, and made' 
there such laws and resolutions, as neither party was able' 
to resist ; insomuch, that she changed her name into Her- ' 
bert the third day after this first interview. ' 

This haste might in others be thought a love-frenzy, or 
worse ; but it was not, for they had wooed so like princes, 
as to have select proxies ; such as were true friends to both 
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parties, such as well understood Mr. Herbert's aud her 
temper o£ mind, and also their estates, so well before this 
iuterriew, that the suddennesB was justifiable by the 
strictest rules of prudence; and the more, because it 
proved so happy to both .parties ; for the eternal lover of 
mankind made them happy in each other's mutual and 
equal affections, and compliance; indeed, so happy, that 
there never was any opposition betwixt them, unless it 
were a contest which should most incline to a compliance 
with the other's desires. And though this begot, and con- 
tinued in them, such a mutual love, and joy, and content, 
as was no way defective; yet this mutual content, and 
lore, and joy, did receive a daily augmentation, by such 
daily obligingness to each other, as still added such new 
affluences to the former fulness of these divine souls, 
as was only improvable in Heaven, where they now 
enjoy it. 

About three months after this marriage, I>r, Curie, who 
was then Eector of Bemerton, in Wiltshire, was made 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, and not long after translated 
to Winchester, and by that means the presentation of a 
Clerk to Bemerton did not fall to the Earl of Pembroke, 
— who was the undoubted Patron of it, — but to the King, 
by reason of Dr. Curie's advancement : but Philip, then 
Earl of Pembroke,— for William was lately dead — re- 
quested the King to bestow it upon his kinsman George 
Herbert; and the King said, "Most willingly to Mr. 
Herbert, if it be worth his acceptance ; " and the Earl as 
willingly and suddenly sent it him, without seeking. But 
though Mr, Herbert had formerly put on a resolution 
for the Clei^i yet, at receiving this presentation, the 
apprehension of the last great account, that he was to 
make for the cure of so many souls, made him fast and 
pray often, and consider for not less than a month : in 
which time he had some resolutions to decline both the 
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Priesthood, and that liring. And in this time of consider- 
ing, " he endured," as he would often say, " such Bpiritual 
conflicts, as none can think, but only those that have 
endured them." 

In the midst of these conflicts, his old and dear friend, 
Mr. Arthur Woodnot, took a journey to salute him at 
Sainton, — where he then was with his wife's friends and 
relations — and was joyful to be an eye-witness of his health 
and happy marriage. And after they had rejoiced tn^ther 
some few days, they took a journey to Wilton, the famous 
seat of the Earls of Pembroke ; at which time the King, 
the Earl, and the whole Court were there, or at Salisbury, 
which is near to it. And at this time Mr. Herbert pre- 
sented his thanks to the Earl, for Ms presentation to 
Bemerton. but had not yet resolved to accept it, and told 
him the reason why : but that night, the Earl acquainted 
Dr. Laud, then Bishop of London, and after Archbishop of 
Canterbury, with his kinsman's irresolution. And the 
Bishop did the next day so convince Mr. Herbert, that the 
refusal of it was a sin, that a tailor was sent for to come 
speedily from Salisbury to Wilton, to take measure, and 
make him canonical clothes against next day ; which the 
tailor did ; and Mr. Herbert being so habited, went with 
his presentation to the learned Dr. Davenant,' who was 
then Bishop of Salisbury, and he gave him institution 
immediately, — for Mr. Herbert had been made Deacon 
some years before, — and he was also the sanie'day — which 
was April 26th, 1630, — inducted into the good, and more 
pleasant than healthful. Parsonage of Bemerton ; which is 
a mile from Salisbury. 

' He was, in 1609, Lady Margaret's PrpfesBor of Divinit7 at Cam- 
bridge, and in 1621, Bishop of Salisbury. Ho was appointed by 
. Jsmea I. Co attend the Synod of Dort, and his endesvonra to efiect an 
union between the reformed Chnrchea were zealous and sincere. He 
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I have now brought him to the Parsonage of Bemerton,' 
and to the thirtj-sixtli year of Mb age, aad muat etop here, 
and bespeak the Beader to prepare for an almost incredible 
story, of the great sanctity of the short remainder of his 
holy life ; a life bo full of charity, humility, and all 
Christian virtues, that it deserves the eloquence of St. 
Chryaostom to commend and declare it : a life, that if it 
were related by a pen like his, there would then be no 
need for this ^:e to look back into times past for the 
examples of primitive piety ; for they might be all found 
in the life of Q«orge Herbert. But now, alas ! who is fit 



to undertake it ? I confess I am not ; and am not pleased 
with myself thatlmust; andprofeasmyselfamazed, when 
I consider how few of the Clergy lived like him then, and 
how many live so unlike him now. But it becomes not me 
to censure : my design is rather to assure the Beader, that 
I have used very great diligence to inform myself, that I 

* The Houae and grounds of this Bectory were in tbe same state aa 
in tbe time of Herbert, when the late Archdeacon Coxe waa 'presented 
to the liTingj tbe principal part of the tbrmer was single, irith small 
windows, and tbe river Neder flowed at tbe bottom of tbe garden. 
Bemerton is two milea west by north of Salisbury, and the Church is 
dedicated to St. Andrew. 
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might inform Lim Of the truth of what foUowa ; and I 
thot^h I cannot adom it with eloquence, yet I will do it f 
with sincerity. 

When at his induction he was shut into Bemerton 
Church, teing left there alone to toll the bell, — as the Law 
requires him, — he staid so much longer than an ordinary 
time, before he returned to those friends that staid expect- 
ing him at the Church-door, that his friend Mr. Woodnot 
looked in at the Church-window, and saw him lie prostrate 
on the ground before the Altar ; at which time and place 
— as he after told Mr. Woodnot — he set some rules to 
himself, for the future manage of his life ; and then and 
there made a tow to labour to keep them. 

And the same night that he had his induction, he said to 
Mr. Woodnot, "I now look back upon my aspiring thoughts, 
and think myself more happy than if I had attained what 
then I so ambitiously thirsted for. And I now can behold 
the Court with an impartial eye, and see plainly that it is 
made up of fraud and titles, and flattery, and many other 
such empty, imaginary, painted pleasures ; pleasures, that are 
so empty, as not to satisfy when they are enjoyed. But in 
Cod, and his service, is a fulness of all joy and pleasure, and 
no satiety. And I will now use all my endeavours to bring 
my relations and dependents to a love and reliance on Him, 
who never fails those that trust him. But above all, I will be 
sure to hve well, because the virtuous life of a Olei^jman is 
the most powerful eloquence to persuade all that see it to 
reverence and love, and at least to desire to live like him. 
And this I will do, because I know we live in an age that 
hath more need of good examples than precepts. And I 
beseech that God, who hath honoured me so much as to 
call me to serve him at his altar, that as by his special 
grace he hath put into my heart these good desires and 
. resolutions ; so he will, by his assisting grace, give me 
ghostly strength to bring the same to good effect. And I 
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beseech him, that my humhie and charitable life may bo 
win upon others, ag to hrii^ glory to my Jesua, whom I 
have this day taken to be my Maeter and Governor; and 
I am so proud of hie service, that I wiU always observe, 
and obey, and do bis will ; and always call him, JesuB my 
Master ; and I will always contemn my birth, or any title 
or dignity that can be conferred upon me, when I shall 
compare them with my title of being a Priest, and serving 
at the Altar of Jesus my Master." 

And that he did so, may appear in many parts of his 
book of Sacred Poems : especially in that which he calls 
"The Odour." In which he seems to i^joice in the thoughts 
of that word Jesna, and say, that the adding these words, 
my Master, to it, and the often repetition of them, seemed 
to perfume his mind, and leave an oriental fr^rancy in 
his very breath. And for his unforced choice to serve at 
ChxI's altar, he seems in another place of his poems, " The 
Pearl," (Matt. xiji. 45, 46,) to rejoice and say — " He knew 
the ways of learning ; knew what nature does willingly, 
and what, when it is forced by fire ; knew the ways of 
honour, and when glory inclinea the soul to noble eipres- 
.8 : knew the Court ; knew the ways of pleasure, of 
love, of wit, of music, and upon what terms he declined all 
these for the service of his M^ter Jesus ; " and then con- 
1 eludes, saying. 

That, through theee lahyrivthe, not my grovelling wit. 

But thy gUk twiet, let down from Heaven to me, 
Did both conduct, and teach me, how by U 

To cUmb to thee. 

The third day after he was made Eeotor of Bemerton, 
and had changed his sword and silk clothes into a cano- 
nical coat, he returned so habited with his friend Mr, 
Woodnot to Sainton; and immediately after he had seen 
and saluted his vrife, he said to her—" Tou are now a 
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Miniater'e wife, and muat now so tax foi^et yoiar father'a 
house, aa not to claim a precedence of any of your 
parishioners ; for you are to know, that a Rieat's wife 
can challenge no precedence or place, but that which she 
purehases by her chiding humility ; and I am sure, places 
ao pnrchaaed do heat become them. And let me tell you, 
that I am so good a Herald, as to aaaure you that this is 
truth." And she was so meek a wife, as to aaaure him, 
" it waa no vexing news to her, and that he should see her 
observe it with a cheerful wilhngneaa." And, indeed, her 
unforced humility, that humility that was in her so original, 
a^ to be bom with her, made her ao happy as to do ao ; and 
her doing eo begot her an unfeigned love, and a serviceable 
respect from all that conversed with her; and this love 
followed her in all places, a» inaeparably aa shadows follow 
eubstanees in aunahine. 

It was not many daya before he returned back to Be- 
merton, to view the Church, and repair the Chancel: 
and indeed to rebuild almost three parts of his house, 
which waa fallen down, or decayed by reason of his pre- 
decessor's living at a better Paraonage-house ; namely, at 
Minal, sixteen or twenty mil^ from this place. At which 
time of Mr. Herbert's coming alone to Bemerton, there 
came to him a poor old woman, with an intent to acquaint 
him with her necessitoua condition, as also with some 
troubles of her mind : but after she had spoke some few 
words to him, she waa surprised with a fear, and that 
begot a shortness of breath, so that her spirits and speech 
failed her ; which he perceiving, did eo eompaaaionate her, 
and was so humble, that he took her by the hand, and 
aaid, " Speak, good mother ; be not afraid to speak to me ; 
for I am a man that will hear you with patience ; and will 
relieve your necessities too, if I be able : and this I will 
do willingly ; and therefore, mother, be not afraid to 
acquaint me with what you desiM." After which com- 
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forcible speech, he again took her by the h&nd, made her 
ait down hj him, &ad underataiidiug ehe was of his parish, 
he told her " He would be acquainted with her, and take 

I her into his core." And haviog with patience heard and 
understood her wants, — and it is some relief for a poor 
body to be hut heard with patience, — ^he, like a Christian 
Clergyman, comforted her by hie meek behaviour and 
counsel ; hut because that cost him nothing, he relieved 
her with money too, and so sent her home with a cheerful 
heart, praising God, and praying for him. Thus worthy, 
and — like David's blessed man — thus lowly, was Mr. 
Oeorge Herbert in Ms own eyes, and thus lovely in the 

I eyes of others. 

At his return that night to his wife at Bainton, he gave 
her an account of the passages betwixt him and the poor 
woman ; with which she was so affected, that she went 
next day to Salisbury, and there bought a pair of blankets, 
and sent them as a token of her love to the poor woman ; 
and with them a message, " That she would see and be 
acquainted with her, when her house was built at Be- 
merton." 

There be many such pass^es both of him and his wife, 
of which some few will be related : but I shall first tell, 
that he hasted to get the Parish-Church repaired ; then to 
beautify the Chapel, — which stands near his house,— and 
that at his own great charge. He then proceeded to rebuild 
the greatest part of the I^rsonage-house, which he did also 
very completely, and at his own charge ; and having done 
this good work, he caused these verses to be writ upon, or 
engraven in, the mantle of the chimney in his hall. 

TO MY SUCCESSOR. 



If thou chance for to find 
A new honge to thy mind, 
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And buUt vnihmU thy cost ; 

Be good to the poor. 

At God give* thee store, 
And then my labowr'a not lost. 

We will now, by the Reader's favour, auppcwe him fixed 
at Bemerton, and grant him to have eeen the Church 
repaired, and the Chapel helonging to it very decently 
adorned at hie own great charge, — which is a real truth ; 
— and having now fixed him there. I shall proceed to give 
an account of the rest of his hehaviour, both to his 
parishioners, and those many others that knew and con- 
versed with him. 

Doubtless Mr. Herbert had considered, and given rules 
to himself for his Christian carriage both to Ckid and man, 
before he entered into Holy Orders. And 'tia not unlike, 
but that he renewed those resolutions at his prostration 
before the holy altar, at his induction into the Church of 
Bemerton : but as yet he was but a Deacon, and therefore 
longed for the next Ember- week, that he might be ordained 
Priest, and made capable of administering both the Sacra- 
ments. At which time the reverend Dr. Humphrey Hench- 
man,' now Lord Bishop of London,^ — who does not mention 
him but with some veneration for his life and excellent 
learning, — tells me. " He laid his hand on Mr. Herbert's 
head, and, alas! within less than three years, lent his 
shoulder to carry his dear friend to his grave." 

And that Mr. Herbert might the better preserve those 
holy rules which such a Priest as he intended to he, ought 

' At the time l>r. Heocliniiia was Prebendary of Saliabnrj, of wbicli 
See he became Bishop in 1660, and in 1663 he was removed tu London. 
He was much esteemed b; King Charles II., whose esnspe at the battle 
of Worcester, he was verj iiiBtruuientat in promotiui; : but when the de- 
chiration for Wbertj of conscience was published in 16T1-TS, this Prelate 
was not afrud of the King's displeasure, but enjoined his Clergy to 
preach against Popery. He died in 167S. 
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to observe ; and that time miglit not insensibly blot them 
out of his memory, but that the next year might shew him 
his variations from this year's resolutionB; he therefore 
did set down his rules, then resolved upon, in that order as 
the world now sees them printed in a little book, called 
" The Country Parson ; " in which some of his rules are : 

The Fargon'e knowledge. The Parson arguing. 

The Parton on Sundays. The Parson condescending. 

The Parson'praying. The Parson in his joumet/. 

The Parson preaching. The Parson in hie mirth. 

The Parson's charity. The Parson mth his Church- 

The Parson comforting the wardens, 

sick. The Parson blessing thepeople. 

And his behaviour towards God and man may be said to 
be a practical comment on these, and the other holy rules 
set down in that useful book: a book so full of plain, 
prudent, and useful rules, that that Country Parson, that 
can spare twelve peace, and yet wants it, is scarce excus- 
able ; because it will both direct hinn what he oi^ht to do, 
and convince him for not having done it. 

At the death of Mr. Herbert, this book fell into the 
hands of his friend Mr. Woodnot ; and he commended it 
into the trusty hands of Mr. Barnabas Oley,' who published 
it with a most conscientious and excellent preface ; from 
which I have had some of those truths, that are related in 
, this life of Mr. Herbert. The text of his first Sermon was 
taken out of Solomon's Proverbs, chap. iv. 23, and the 
words were, " Keep thy heart with all diligence." In which 
first Sermon he gave his Parishioners many necessary, holy, 
safe rules for the discharge of a good conscience, both to 
Orod and man ; and delivered his Sermon after a most 
florid manner, both with great learning and eloquence ; 
' A private Clei^ynmn, of Clare Hall, Cambridge, who snSerad much 
for his gallant devotion to (he cause of his King, Charles I. 
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but, at the close of ttiis Sermon, told them, " Th&t should 
not lie his constant way of ■preaching ; for since Almighty 
God does not intend to lead men to Heaven by hard ques- 
tions, he Tould not therefore fill their heads with lurne- 
cessary notions ; but that, for their sabes, his language and 
his expressions should be more plain and practical in his 
future sermons." And he then m.ade it hia humble 
request, " That they would be constant to the Afternoon's 
Service, and Catechising ; " and shewed them convincing 
reasons why he desired it; and his obligii^ example and 
persuasions brought them to a willing conformity to his 
desires. 

The texts for all his future sermons — which God knows, 
were not many— were constantly taken out of the Gkispel 
for the day; and he did as constantly declare why the 
Church did appoint that portion of Scripture to be that 
day read ; and in what manner the Collect for every Sun- 
day does refer to the Gtospel, or to the Epistle then read to 
them ; and, that they m^ht pray with understanding, he 
did usually take occasion to explain, not only the Collect 
for every particular Sunday, but the reasons of all the 
other Collects and Hesponses in our Church-service ; and 
made it appear to them, that the whole service of the 
Church was a reasonable, and therefore an acceptable 
sacrifice to 0-od: as namely, that we begin with " Confes- 
sion of ourselves to be vile, miserable sinners ; " and that 
we beg^ so, because, till we have confessed ourselves to be 
such, we are not capable of that mercy which we acknow- 
ledge we need, and pray for : but having, in the prayer of 
our Lord, be^ed pardon for those sii^ which we have con- 
fessed ; and hoping, that as the Priest hath declared our 
absolution, sq by our public confession, and real repentance, 
we have obtained that pardon ; then we dare and do pro- 
ceed to beg of the Lord, " to open our lips, that our 
mouth may shew forth his praise ; " for till then we are 
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neither able nor worthy to praise him. But this being 
supposed, we are then fit to say, " Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy G-hoet ; " and fit to pro- 
ceed to a further Herrice of our God, in the Collects, and 
Psalms, and Lauds, that follow in the eervice. 

And as to the Psalms and Lauds, he proceeded to inform 
them why they were ao often, and some of them daily, re- 
peated in our Church- service ; namely, the Psalms every 
month, because they be an historical and thankful repeti- 
tion of mercies past, and such a composition of prayers 
and praises, as ought to be repeated often, and publicly ; 
for with such sacrifice God is honoured and well-pleased. 
This for the Psalms. 

And for the Hymns and Lauds appointed to he daily 
repeated or stmg after the first and second Lessons are read 
to the coi^egation ; he proceeded to inform them, that it 
was most reasonable, after they have heard the will and 
gooninese of God declared or preached hy the Priest in his 
reading the two chapters, that it was then a seasonable 
duty to rise up, and expreas their gratitude to Almighty 
God, for those his mercies to them, and to all mankind ; 
and then to say with the Blessed Vii^in, " that their souls 
do magnify the Lord, and that their spirits do also rejoice 
in God their Saviour : " and that it was their duty also to 
rejoice with Simeon in his song, and say with him, "That 
their eyes have " also " seen their salvation ; " for they 
have seen that salvation which was but prophesied till his 
time : and he then broke out into these expreaaions of joy 
that he did see it ; but they live to see it daily in the history 
of it, and therefore ought daily to rejoice, and daily to 
offer up their sacrifices of praise to their God, for that par- 
ticular mercy. A service, which is now the constant em- 
plojTnent of that Blessed Virgin and Simeon, and all those 
blessed Saints that are possessed of Heaven : and where 
they are at this time interchangeably and constantly sing- 
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ing. " Holy, holy, holy. Lord Qoi ; glory be to Gtod on 
high, and on earth peace." And he tanght them, that to 
do this v&B an acceptable service to CtoA, because the 
Prophet David aays in his PsalmB, " He that praiseth the 
Lord honoureth him." 

He made them to understand how happy they be that 
are freed from the incumbrances of that law which our 
forefathers groped under : namely, from the legal sacri- 
fices, and from the many ceremonies of the Levitical law ; 
freed from. Circumcision, and from the strict observation 
of the Jewish Sabbatb. and the like. And be made them 
know, that having received so many and so great blessings,. 
by being bom since the days of our Saviour, it must be an 
acceptable sacrifice to Almighty Gk)d, for them to acknow- 
ledge those blessings daily, and stand up and worship, and 
say as Zacharias did, " Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he hath — in our days — visited and redeemed his people ; 
and — he hatb in our days — remembered, and shewed that 
mercy, wbicb by the mouth of the Prophets, be promised 
to our forefathers ; and this be has done according to his 
holy covenant made with them." And he made tbem to 
understand that we bve to see and enjoy the benefit of it, 
in his Birth, in his Life, bis Passion, his Resurrection, and 
Ascension into Heaven, where he now sits sensible of all 
our temptations and infirmities ; and where he is at this 
present time making intercession for us, to his and our 
Father ; and therefore they ought daily to express their 
public gratulations, and say daily with Zacharias, " Blessed 
be the Lord Q«d of Israel, that hath thus visited and thus 
redeemed his people." — These were some of the reasons, by 
which Mr. Herbert instructed his coi^egation for the use 
of the Psalma and Hymns appointed to be daily sung or 
said in the Church- service. 

He informed them alsfj, when the Priest did pray only 
for the congregation, and not for himself; and when they 
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did oulj pray for him ; ae namely, after the repetition of 
the Creed before he-proceeds to pray the Iiord'a Prayer, or 
any of the appointed Collects, the Priest iB directed to 
kneel down, and pray for them, saying, " The Lord be with 
you ; " and when they pray for him, saying, " And with 
thy spirit ; " and then they join together in the following 
Collects: and he asBnred them, that when there ia such 
mutual love, and such joint prayers offered for each other, 
then the holy Angels look down from Heaven, and are 
ready to carry such charitable desires to God Almighty, 
and he as ready to recfiive them; and that a Christian 
congregation calling thus upon Ood with one heart, and 
one voice, and in one reverent and humble posture, looks 
as beautifully as Jerusalem, that is at peace with itself. 

He instructed them also why the prayer of our Lord was 
prayed often in every full service of the Church ; namely, 
at the conclusion of the several parts of that service ; and 
prayed then, not only because it was composed and com- 
manded by our Jesus that made it, but as a perfect pattern 
for our less perfect" forms of prayer, and therefore fittest to 
sum up and conclude all our imperfect petitions. 

He instructed them also, that as by the seoond Com- 
mandment we are required not to bow down, or worship 
an idol, or false god ; so, by the contrary rule, we are to 
bow down and kneel, or stand up and worship the true 
God. And he instructed them why the Church required 
the congregation to stand up at the repetition of the Creeds ; 
namely, because they thereby declare both their obedience 
to the Church, and an assent to that faith into which they 
had been baptized. And he taught them, that in that 
shorter Creed or Doiology, so often repeated daily, they 
' also stood up to testify their belief to be, that " the God 
that they trusted in was one God, and three persons ; the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; to whom they and 
the Priest gave glory." And because there had been 
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heretics that had denied aome of those three peraonB to be 
God, therefore the coagr^ation stood up and honoured 
him, by cocf easing and saying, " It was bo in the b^inning, 
is now so, and shall ever be so world without end." And 
all gave their assent to this behef, by standii^ up and 
saying, Amen. 

He instructed them also what benefit they had by the 
Church's appointing the celebration of bohdays and the 
excellent use of them, namely, that they were set apart for 
particular commemorations of particular mercies received 
from Alm^hty God ; and^as Eeverend Mr. Hooker saya 
— to be the landmarks to diatii^uish times ; for by them 
we are tai^ht to take notice how time passes by us, and 
that we ought not to let the years pass without a celebra- 
tion of praise for those mercies which those days give us 
occasion to remember, and therefore they were to note that 
the year is appointed to begin the 25th day of March ; a 
day in which we commemorate the Angel's appearing to 
the Blessed Vii^n, with the joyful tidings that " she should 
conceive and bear a son, that should be the Redeemer of 
mankind." And she did so forty weeks after this joyful 
salutation ; namely, at our Christmas ; a day in. which we 
commemorate his Birth with joy and praise: and that 
eight days after this happy birth we celebrate his Circum- 
cision; namely, in that which we call New-year's day. 
And that, upon that day which we call Twelfth-day, we 
commemorat« the manifestation of the tmsearchable riches 
of Jesua to the Gentiles : and that that day we also cele- 
brate the memory of his goodness in sending a star to guide 
the three Wise Men from the East to Bethlehem, that they 
might there worship, and present bim with their oblations 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And he— Mr. Herbert 
— instructed them, that Jesus was forty days after his 
birth presented by his blessed Mother in the Temple ; 
namely, an that day which we call, " The Purification of 
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the BlesBed Yirgia, Saint Mary." And he instructed them, 

that by the Lent-fest we imitate and commemorate our 
Saviour's humiliation in fasting forty days ; and that we 
ought to endeavour to be like him in purity : and that on 
Good Friday we commemorate and condole his Crucifixion ; 
and at Easter commemorate his glorious Resurrection. 
And he taught them, that after Jesus had maxiifeBted him- 
self to hia IMsciples to be " that Christ that was crucified, 
dead and buried ; " and by his appearing and conversing 
with his Disciples for the space of forty days after his Ee- 
surrection, he then, and not till then, ascended into Heaven 
in the sight of those Disciples ; namely, on that day which 
we call the Ascension, or Holy Thursday. And that we 
then celebrate the performance of the promise which he 
made to his Disciples at or before his Ascension ; namely, 
" that though he left them, yet he would send them the 
Holy Ghost to be their Comforter ; " and that he did so on 
that day which the Church calls Whitsunday. — Thus the 
Church keeps an hiaterieal and circular commemoration of 
times, as they pass by us ; of such times as ought to incline 
UB to occasional praises, for the particular blessings which 
we do, or might receive, by those holy commemorations. 

He made them know also why the Church hath appointed 
Ember-weeks ; and to know the reason why the Command- 
ments, and the Epistles and Gospels, were to be read at the 
Altar or Communion Table ; why the Priest wm to pray the 
Litany kneeling ; and why to pray some Collects standing : 
and he gave them many other observations, fit for his plain 
congregation, but not fit for me now to mention ; for I 
must set limits to my pen, and not make that a treatise, 
which I intended to be a much shorter account than I have 
made it : but I have done, when I have told the Eeader, 
that he was constant in catechising every Sunday in the 
afternoon, and that his catechisii^ was after his Second 
Lesson, and in the pulpit ; and that he never exceeded his 
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half hour, and waa always so happy as to have an obedient 
and a full congr^ation. 

And to this I must add, that if he were at any time too 
zealouB in his Sermons, it was in reproving the indecencies 
of the people's behaviour in the time of divine service; 
and of those Ministers that huddle up the Church-prayers, 
without a visible reverence and affection ; namely, such as 
seemed to say the Jjord's prayer, or a Collect in a, breath. 
But for himself, his custom was to stop betwixt every 
Collect, and give the people time to consider what they had 
prayed, and to force their desires affectionately to God, 
before he engaged them into new petitions. 

And by this account of his diligence to make his 
parishioners understand what they prayed, and why they 
praised and adored their Creator, I hope I shall the more 
easily obtain the Reader's belief to the following ac<x>unt 
of Mr. Herbert's own practice ; which was to appear con- 
stantly with his wife and three nieces — the daughters of a 
deceased sister — and^ hU whole family, twice every day 
at the Church-prayers in the Chapel, which does almost 
join to his Parsonage-house. And for the time of his ap- 
pearing, it was strictly at the canonical hours of t«n and 
four : and then and there he lifted up pure and charitable 
hands to Qod in the midst of the congregation. And he 
would joy to have spent that time in that place, where the 
honour of his Master Jesus dwelleth ; and there, by that 
inward devotion which he testified constantly by an humble 
behaviour and visible adoration, he, like Joshua, brought 
not only " his own household thus to serve the Lord ; " but 
brought most of his parishioners, and many gentlemen in 
the neighbourhood, constantly to make a part of his con- 
gregation twice a day; and some of the meeiuer sort of 
his parish did so love and reverence Mr. Herbert, that they 
would let their plough rest when Mr. Herbert's Saint' s-bell 
rung to prayers, that they might also offer their devotions 
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to God with him ; and would then return back to their 
plough. And hiB most holy life waa such, that it begot 
Buch reverence to Qod, and to him, that they thonght them- 
eelvee the happier, when they carried Mr. Herbert's bless- 
ing_ back with them to their labour. Thus powerful was 
his reason and example to persuade others to a practical 
piety and devotion. 

And his constant pubhc prayers did never make him to 
neglect his own private devotions, nor those prayers that 
he thought himself bound to perform with hia family, which 
always were a set form, and not long ; and he did always 
conclude them with a Collect which the Church hath ap- 
pointed for the day or week. — Thus he made every day's 
sanctity a step towards that kingdom, where impurity 
cannot ent«r. 

His chiefeat recreation was Music, in which heavenly art 
he waa a most eicellent master, and did himself compose 
many Pivine Hymns and Anthems, which he set and snag 
to his lute or viol : and though he was a lover of retired- 
ness, yet hia love to Music was such, that he went usually 
twice every week, on certain appointed daya, to the 
Cathedral Church in Salisbury ; and at his return would 
say " That hia time spent in prayer, and Cathedral-music, 
elevated hie soul, and was his Heaven upon earth." But 
before hia return thence to Bemerton, he would ijsually 
sing and play his part at an appointed private Music- 
meeting ; and, to justify this practice, ho would often say, 
" Religion does not banish mirth, but only moderates and 
sets rules to it." 

And aa his desire to enjoy his Heaven upon earth drew 
him twice every week to Salisbury, so his walks thither 
were the occasion of many happy accidents to others ; of 
which I will mention some few. 

In one of Hs walks to SaUsbury, he overtook a gentle- 
man, that ia atUl lining in that City ; and in their walk 
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together, Mr. Herbert took a. fair occasion to talk with 
Tiim , and humbly be^ed to be eicueed, if he asked him 
some accoust of hia faith; and said, " I do this the rather, 
because though you are not of my parish, yet I receive 
ty the from you by the hand of your tenant ; and. Sir, I am 
the bolder to do it, because I know there be some sermon- 
hearers that be like those fishes, that always live in salt 
water, and yet are always fresh." 

After which expression, Mr. Herbert asked him some 
needful questions, and having received his answer, gave 
him such rules for the trial of hia sincerity, and for a 
practical piety, and in so loving and meek a manner, that 
the gentlenian did ao fall in love with him, ajid his dis- 
course, that he would often contrive to meet him in hia 
walk to Salisbury, or to attend him back to Bemerton ; 
and still mentions the name of Mr. George Herbert with 
veneration, and still praiaeth God for the occasion of 
knowing him. 

In another of his Salisbury walks, he met with a neigh- 
bour Minister ; and aft«r some friendly discourse betwixt 
them, and some condolement for the decay of piety, and 
too general contempt of the Clei^, Mr. Herbert took 
occasion to say, 

" One cure for these distempers would be, for the Clei^ 
themselves to keep the Ember- weeks strictly, and beg of 
their parishioners to join with them in fasting and prayers 
for a more religious Clei^. 

"And another cure would be, for themselves to restore the 
great and neglected duty of Catechising, on which the Sal- 
vation of so many of the poor and ignorant lay-people does 
depend ; but principally, that the Clergy themselves would 
be sure to live unblameably ; and that the dignified Clergy 
especially which preach temperance, would avoid surfeiting 
and take all occasions to express a visible humility and 
charity in their lives ; for this would force a love and an 
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imitatioQ, and on unfe^jned reverence from all that knew 
them, to be aucli." (And for proof of this, we need no 
other testimony than the life and death of Dr. Lake,* late 
Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells.) " This." said Mr. Her- 
bert, " would be a cure for the wickedness and growing 
Atheism of our oige. And, laj dear brother, till this be 
done bv us, and done in earnest, let no man expect a refor- 
mation of the manners of the lioitj ; for 'tis not learning, 
but this, this only that must do it ; and, till then, the fault 
must lie at onr doors." 

Li another walk to Salisbury, he saw a poor man with a 
poorer horse, that was fallen under his load : they were 
both in distress, and needed present help ; which Mr. Her- 
bert perceiving, put off his canonical coat, and helped the 
poor man to unload, and after to load, his horBe. The poor 
man blessed him for it, and he blessed the poor man; and 
was so like the Good Samaritan, that he gave Mm money to 
refresh both himself and his horse ; and told him, " That 
if he loved himself he should be merciful to his beast." 
Thus he left the poor man : and at his coming to his 
musical friends at Salisbury, they began to wonder that 
Mr. Qeorge Herbert, which used to be so trim and clean, 
came into that company so soiled and discomposed : but he 
told them the occasion. And when one of the company 
told him " He had disparaged himself by so dirty an em- 
ployment," his answer was, "That the thought of what he 
had done would prove music to him at midnight ; and that 
the omission of it would have upbraided and made discord 
in his conscience, whensoever he should pass by that place : 
for if I be bound to pray for all that be in distress, I am 
sure that I am bound, so far as it is in my power, to prac- 

' Ur. Arthur Lake, a native of Southampton, educated at Winchester 
School, and New ColJege, Uxford ; he was made Dean of Worcester in 
160B, and Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1616. He died in 1626, being 
one of the best Preachers of hia lime. 
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tiee what I pray for. And though I do not wish for the 
like occasion every day, yet let me tell you, I would not 
willingly pass one day of my life without comforting a Bad 
soul, or shewing mercy; and I praise God for this occasion. 
And now let's tune our inatnunents." 

Thus, as our blessed Saviour, after his Resurrection, did 
take occasion to interpret the Scripture to Cleopas, and 
that other Disciple, which he met with and accompanied in 
their journey to Emmaus ; so Mr. Herbert, in his path 
toward Heaven, did daily take any fair occasion to instruct 
the ^norant, or comfort any that were in affliction ; and did 
always confirm his precepts, by shewing humility and mercy, 
and ministering grace to the hearers. 

And he was most happy in his wife's unforced compliance 
with his acts of Charity, whom he made his almoner, and 
paid constantly into her hand, a tenth penny of what 
money he received for tythe, and gave her power to dispose 
that to the poor of his parish, and with it a power to dis- 
pose a tenth part of the com that came yearly into hia 
barn: which trust she did most faithfully perform, and 
would often offer to him an account of her stewardship, and 
as often beg an enlargement of his bounty; for she rejoiced 
in the employment : and this was usually laid out by her 
in blankets and shoes for some such poor people as she 
knew to stand in most need of them. This as to her 
charity. — And for his own, he set no limits to it : nor did 
ever turn his face from any that he saw in want, but would 
relieve them ; especially his poor neighbours ; to the meanest 
of whose houses he would go, and inform himself of their 
wants, and relieve them cheerfully, if they were in distress; 
and would always praise God, as much for being willing, 
as for being able to do it. And when he was advised by a 
friend to be more frugal, because he might have children, 
his answer was, " He would not see the danger of want so 
far ofE : but being the Scripture does so commend Charity, 
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as to tell ua that Oliarity is the top of Christian virtues, the 
covering of sins, the fulfiUinft of the Law, the Life of Faith ; 
and that Charity hath a promise of the bleasings of this 
life, and of a reward in that life which is to come ; beii^ 
these, and more excellent things are in Scripture epoten of 
■ thee, O Charity ! and that, being all mj tythes and Church- 
dues are a deodate from thee, O mj God 1 make me, my 
God ! 80 far to trust thy promise, as to return them hack 
to thee ; and by thy grace I will do so, in distributing them 
to any of thy poor members that are in distress, or do but 
bear the image of Jesus my Master." " Sir," said he to his 
friend, " my wife hath a competent maintenance secured 
her after my death ; and therefore, as this is my prayer, so 
this my resolution shall, by God's graee, be unalterable." 

This may he some account of the eicellenciea of the 
aetive part of hie life ; and thus he continued, till a eon- 
sumption BO weakened him, as to confine him to his house, 
<ir to the Chapel, which does almost join to it ; in which he 
continued to read prayers constantly twice every day, 
though he were very weak : in one of which times of hia 
reading, his wife observed him to read in pain, and told 
him so, and that it wasted his spirits, and weakened him ; 
and he confessed it did, but said, his "life could not he 
better spent, than in the service of his Master Jesus, who 
had done and suffered ao much for hjm. But," said he, 
" I will not be wilful ; for though my spirit be willing, yet 
I find my flesh is weak ; and therefore Mr. Bostock shall 
be appointed to read prayers for me to-morrow; and I will 
now be only a hearer of them, till this mortal shall" put on 
immortality." ind Mr. Bostock did the next day under- 
take and continue this happy employment, till Mr. Her- 
bert's death. This Mr. Bostock was a learned and virtuous 
man, an old friend of Mr. Herbert's, and then his Curate 
to the Church of EVlston, which is a mile from Bemerton, 
to which Church Bemerton is but a Chapel of Ease. And 
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this Mr. Bostock did also constantly supply the Ohiircli- 
aerrice for Mr. Herbert in that Chapel, when the Music- 
meeting at Salisbury caused his absence from it. 

About one month before his death, hia friend Mr. Farrer, 
— for an account of whom I am by promise indebted to the 
Beader,'and intend to make him sudden payment, ^hear- 
ing of Mr, Herbert's aicknesa, sent Mr. Edmund Duncon — 
who is now Rector of Friar Bamet in the County of 
Middleses — from Ms house of Gidden Hail, which is near 
to Huntingdon, to see Mr. Herbert, and to assure him, he 
wanted not his daily prayers for his recovery ; and Mr. 



Dimcon was to return back to G-idden, with an account of 
Mr. Herbert's condition. Mr. Duncon found him weak, 
and at that time lying on his bed,oronapallet; l)«t at his 
seeing Mr. Duncon he raised himself vigorously, saluted 
him, and with some earnestness enquired the health of his 
brother Farrer ; of which Mr. Duncon satisfied him, and 
after some discourse of Mr. Farrer's holy life, and the 
manner of his constant serving God, he said to Mr. Dun- 
con, — " Sir, I see by your habit that you are a Priest, and 
I desire you to pray with me : " which being granted, Mr. 
Duncon asked him, "What prayers?" To which Mr. 
Herbert's answer was, " O, Sir ! the prayers of my Mother, 
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the Church of England: no other prayera are equal to 
them ! But at this time, I beg of jou to pray only the 
Lilany, for I am veak and faint: " and Mr. Duncon did so. 
After which, and some other discouTBe of Jlr. rarrer, Mrs, 
Herbert provided Mr. Duncon a plain supper, and a clean, 
lodging, and he betook himself to rest. This Mr. Ihmcon 
tolls me ; and tolk me, that, at his first view of Mr. Her- 
bert, he saw majesty and humility so reconciled in his 
looks and behaviour, as begot in him an awful reverence 
for his person ; and says, " his discourse was eo pious, and 
his motion so genteel and meek, that after almost forty 
years, yet they remain still fresh in his memory." 

The next morning Mr. Duncon left him, and betook him- 
self to a journey to Bath, but with a promise to return back 
to him within five days ; and he did so : but before I shall 
say any thing of what discourse then fell betwist them two, 
I will pay my promised account of Mr. Farrer. 

Mr. Nicholas Farrer — who got the reputation of being 
called Saint Nicholas at the age of six years — was bom in 
London, and doubtless had good education iu his youth ; 
but certainly was, at an early age, made Fellow of Clare- 
Hall in Cambridge ; where he continued to be eminent for 
his piety, temperance, and learning. About the twenty-sixth 
year of his age, he betook himself to travel : in which he 
added, to his Iiatin and Greek, a perfect knowledge of all 
the languf^es spoken in the Western parts of our Christian 
world j and understood well the principles of their Religion, 
and of their manner, and the reasons of their worship. In 
this his travel he met with many persuasions to come into 
a communion with that church which calls itself Catholic: 
but he returned from his travels as be went, eminent for 
his obedience to his mother, the Church of England. In 
his absence from England, Mr. Farrer's father — who was 
a merchant — allowed him a liberal maintenance ; and, not 
long after his return into England, Mr. Farrer had, by the 

/ 



MR. GEORGE HERBERT. 313 

death of his father, or aa elder brother, or both, an estate 
left him, that enabled him to purchaee land to the value of 
four or five hundred pounds a year; the greatest part of 
which land was at Little Gidden, four or six miles from 
Huntingdon, and about eighteen from Cambridge ; ■which 
place he chose for the privacy of it, and for the Hall, which 
had the Parish-Church or Chapel, belonging and adjoining 
near to it ; for Mr, Parrer, havin)^ seen the manners and 
vanities of the world, and found them to be, aa Mr. 
Herbert says. " a nothing between two dishes," did so 
contemn it, that he resolved to spend the remainder of Ms 
life in mortifications, and in devotion, and charity, and to 
be always prepared for death. And his life was spent thus : 

He and his family, which were hke a little College, and 
about thirty in number, did most of them beep Lent and 
all Ember-weeks strictly, both in fastii^ and using all 
those mortifications and prayers that the Church hath 
appointed to be then used ; and he and they did the like 
constantly on Fridays, and on the Vigils or Eves ap- 
pointed to be fasted before the Saints' days : and this fru- 
gality and abstinence turned to the relief of the poor : but 
this was but a part of his charity ; none but God and he 
knew the rest. 

This family, which I have said to be in number about 
thirty, were a part of them his kindred^ and the rest 
chosen to be of a temper fit to be moulded into a devout 
life; and all of them were for their dispositions service- 
able, and quiet, and humble, and free from scandal. 
Having thus fitted himself for his family, he did, about 
the year 1630, betake himself to a constant and metho- 
dical service of God; and it was in this manner: — He, 
being accompanied with most of his family, did himself 
use to read the common prayers — for he was a Deacon — 
every day, at the appointed hours of ten and four, in the 
Parish-Church, which was very near his house, and which 
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he had both repaired and adorned ; for it was fallen into a 
great ruin, by reason of a depopulation of the village before 
Mr. Farrer bought the manor. And be did also constantly 
read the Matins every morning at the hour of six, either 
in the Church, or in an Oratory, which waa within his own 
house. And many of the family did there continue with 
him after the prayers were ended, and there they spent 
some hours in singing Hymns, or Anthems, sometimes in 
the Church, and often to an organ in the Oratory. And 
there they sometimes betook themselves to meditate, or to 
pray privately, or to read a part of the New Testament to 
themselves, or to continue their praying or reading the 
Psalms ; and in case the Paalms were not always read in 
the day, then Mr. Farrer, and others of the congregation, 
did at night, at the ringing of a watch-bell, repair to the 
Church or Oratory, and there betake themselves to prayers 
and lauding Ood, and reading the Psalms that had not 
been read in the day : and when these, or any part of the 
congregation, grew weary or faant, the watch-hell was rung, 
sometimes before, and sometimes after midnight ; and 
then another part of the family rose, and maintained the 
wateh, sometimes by praying, or singing lauds to God, or 
reading the Fsalma ; and when, after some hours, they also 
grew weary or faint, then they rung the watch-bell and 
were also relieved by some of the former, or by a new part 
of the society, which continued their devotions — as hath 
been mention^ — until mornii^. And it is to be noted, 
that in this continued serving of God, the Psalter or the 
whole Book of Psalms, was in every four and twenty hours 
sung or read over, from the first to the last verse : and this 
was done as constantly as the aun runs his circle everyday 
about the world, and then b^ins again the same instant 
that it ended. 

Thus did Mr. Farrer and his happy family serve God 
day and night ; thus did they always behave themselves 
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as in fii».preseiice. And tliey did always eat and drink by 
the strictest rules of temperance ; eat and drink so as to 
be ready to rise at midn^ht, or at the call of a watch-bell, 
and perform their devotions to God. And it is fit to tell 
the Eeader, that many of the Clergy, that were more in- 
clined to practical piety and devotion, than to doubtful 
and needless disputations, did often come to Qidden Hall, 
and make themselves a part of that happy society, and 
stay a week or more, and then join with Mr. Farrer and 
the family in these devotions, and assist and ease him or 
them in their watch by night. And these various devotions 
had never less than two of the domestic family in the 
night; and the watch was always kept in the Cbureh or 
Oratory, unless in extreme cold winter nights, and then it 
was maintained in a parlour, which had a fire in it ; and 
the parlour was fitted for that purpose. And this course 
of piety, and great liberality to his poor neighbours, Mr. 
Farrer maintained till his death, which was in the year 
1639.' 

' The extraordinary course of life pursued at Gidding, the strictnesa 
iif (heir rules, their pnyera, literally without ceasing, ibeir abatinenoe, 
mortifioations, nightly watchings, and various other pecuiiaritiea, gave 
birth to censure in some, and inflamed the malevolence of others, 
but excited the wonder and curiosity of all. So that they were 
frequently Tisited with different views by persons of ali denomina- 
tions, and of opposite opinions. They received all who came with 
ponrteouB civility ; and from those who were inquisitive they con- 
cealed nothing, an indeed there was not any thing either in their 
opinioaa or their practice, in the least degree necessary to be concealed. 
Notwithstanding this, they were by somb abused as Papists, by others 
as Puritans. Mr. Ferrar himself, though possessed of uncommon patience 
and resignation, yet in anguish of spirit complained to his friends, that 
the perpetual obloquy he endured was a Eort of unceasing martyrdom. 
Added to all this, violent invectives and inflammatory pamphlets were 
published against them. Amongst others, not long after Mr. Ferrar's 
death, a treatise was addressed to the Parliament, entitled, " The Ar- 
minian Nunnery, or a brief description and relation of (he tate erected 
monastical place called the Arminian Nunnery at Little Gidding in- 
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Mr. Fairer's and Mr. Herbert's devout lives were both 
80 noted, that tbe general report of tbeir sanctity gave 
tbem occasion to renew that alight acquaintance wbich 
was begun at their being contemporaries in Cambridge ; 
and this new holy friendship was long maintained without 
any interview, but only by loving and endearing letters. 
And one testimony of their friendship and pious designs, 
may appear by Mr. Farrer's commending the " Considera- 
tions of John Valdesao '" — a book whicji he had met with 
in his travels, and translated out of Spanish into English, 
— to be examined and censured by Mr. Herbert before it 
■was made public ; which escellent book Mr. Herbert did 
read, and return back with many marginal notes, as they 
be now printed with it; and with them, Mr. Herbert's 
affectionate letter to Mr. Farrer. 

This John Yaldesso was a Spaniard, and wa^ for his 
learning and virtue much valued and loved by the great 
Emperor Charles the Fifth, whom Valdeeso had followed 
as a Cavalier all the time of his long and dangerous wars: 
and when Valdesso grew old, and grew weary both of war 
and the world, he took his fair opportunity to declare to 
the Emperor, that his resolution was to decline his 

Hundngdonshire ; humbly addreased to the wise consideralion of (lie 
preaent parliament. The foundation is by a company of Ferrars at 
Oidding," printed by Thomas Underbill, 1641. 

Soon after Mr. Ferrar'a death, certain soldiers of the Farliameat 
resolved to plunder the house at Gidding. The family being informed 
of [heir hasty approach, thought iC prudent to fly ; white these military 
zealotn, in the rage of what they called Teformatioa, ranaacked bulb the 
uhurch and the house ; in doing which, they expressed a particular spile 
against the organ. This they broke in pieces, of which they made a 
large fire, and at it roasted several of Mr. Ferrar's sheep, which they 
had killed in his grounds. This done, they seized all the plate, fbrni- 
ture, and provision, which they could conveniently carry away. And 
in this general devastation perished the works which Mr. Fercar had 
compiled for the use or his household, eonsisling chiefly of harmonies of 
the Old and Kew Testament. ' 
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MajeBty's service, and betake himself to a. quiet and con- 
templative life, " because there ought to be a vacancy of 
time betwixt %htiiig and dying." The Emperor had 
himself, for the same, or other hke reasons, put on the 
same resolution : but God and himself did, till then, only 
know them ; and he did therefore desire Valdesso to con- 
sider well of what he had said, and to keep his purpose 
within hia own breast, till they two might have a second 
opportunity of a friendly discourse ; which Valdesso pro- 
mised to do. 

In the mean time the Emperor appoints privately a day 
for him and VaJdesso to meet again ; and, after a pious 
and free discourse, they both agreed on a certain day 
to receive the blessed Sacrament publicly ; and appointed 
an eloquent and devout Friar to preach a Sermon of 
contempt of the world, and of the happiness and benefit of 
a quiet and contemplative life ; which the Friar did most 
affectionately. After which Sermon, the Emperor took 
occasion ta declare openly, "That the Preacher had b^ot- 
in him a resolution to lay down his dignities, and to forsake 
the world, and betake himself to a monastical life." And 
he pretended, he had persuaded John Valdesso to do the 
hke : but this is most certain, that after the Emperor had 
called his son Philip out of England, and resigned to him 
all his kingdoms, that then the Emperor and John Val- 
desso did perform their resolutions. 

This account of John Valdesso I received from a friend, 
that had it from the mouth of Mr. Farrer. And the 
Beader may note, that in this retirement John Valdesso 
writ his Hundred and Ten Considerations, and many other 
treatises of worth, which want a second Mr. Farrer to pro- 
cure and translate them.' 

After this account of Mr. Farrer and John Valdesso, I 

proceed to my account of Mr. Herbert and Mr. Ihmcon, 

■ Valdeaao died >t Naples in IS40. 



D.3l.za..y Google 



818 TBE LIFE OF 

who according to his promise returned from Batli the fifth 
day, and then found Mr, Herbert much weaker than he 
left him ; and therefore their discourse could uot be long : 
but at Mr. Duncon's parting with him, Mr. Herbert spoke 
to this purpose : " Sir, I pray you give my brother Farrer 
an account of the decaying condition of my body, and tell 
him I beg him to continue his daily prayers for me ; and 
let him know that I have considered, that God only is what 
he would be ; and that I am, by his grace, become now so 
like him, as to be pleased with what pleaseth him ; and 
tell him, that I do not repine, but am pleased with my 
want of health : and tell him, my heart is fixed on that 
place where true joy is only to be found ; and that I long 
to be there, and do wait for my appointed change with 
hope and patience." Having said this, he did, with so 
sweet a humility as seemed to exalt bim, bow down te Mr. 
Duneon, and with a thoughtful and contented look, aay to 
him, " Sir, I pray deliver this little book to my dear 
brother Farrer, and teU him, he shall find in it a picture 
of the many spiritual conflicts that have paeaed betwiit 
God* and my soul, before I could subject mine to the will 
of Jesus my Master : in whose service I have now found 
perfect freedom. Desire him to read it ; and then, if he 
can think it may turn to the advant^e of any dejected 
poor soul ; let it be made pubhc ; if not, let him bum it ; 
for I and it are less than the least of God's mercies." Thus 
meanly did this humble man think of this excellent book, 
which now bears the name of " The Temple ; or. Sacred 
Foems and Private Ejaculations;" of which Mr. Farrer 
would say, " There was in it the picture of a divine soul in 
every page : and that the whole book was such a harmony 
of holy passions, as would enrich the world with pleasure 
and piety." And it appears to have done so; for there 
have been more than twenty thousand of them sold since 
the first impression. 
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And this ought to lie iiot«d, that when Mr. Fairer sent 

this book to Cambridge to be licensed for the press, the 
Vice-Chancellor would by no meaus allow the two so much 
noted verses. 

Religion stands a tiptoe in our land. 
Ready to pats to the American strand, 

to be printed ; and Mr. Fairer would by no means allow 
the book to be printed and want them. But after some 
time, and some ai^uments for and against their being 
made pubUc, the Vice-Chancellor said, " I knew Mr. Her- 
bert well, and know that he had many heavenly specula- 
tions, and was a divine poet : but I hope the world will 
not take him to be an inspired prophet, and therefore I 
license the whole hook." So that it came to be printed 
without the diminution or addition of a syllable, since it 
was deUvered into the hands of Mr. I>uncon, save only that 
Mr. Farrer hath added that excellent Preface that is printed 
before it. 

At the time of Mr. Duncon's leaving Mr, Herbert, — 
which was about three weeks before his death, — hi* old 
and dear friend Mr. Woodnot came from London to 
Bemertou, and never left him till he had seen him draw 
his last bre ^a^, and closed his eyes on his death-bed. In 
this time of hia decay, he was often visited and prayed for 
by all th» Clei^- that hved near to Mm, especially by his 
friends the Bishop and Prebends of the Cathedral Church 
in Salisbury ; but by none more devoutly than his wife, his 
three nieces, — then a part of hia family, — and Mr. Wood- 
not, who were the sad witnesses of his daily decay ; to 
whom he would often speak to this purpose : " I now look 
back ujwn the pleasures of my life past, and see the con- 
tent I have taken in beauty, in wit, in music, and pleasant 
conversation, are now all past by me like a dream, or as 
a shadow that returns not, and are now all become dead 
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to me, or I to theia ; and I see, that as my father and 
generation hath done before me, so I also shall now sud- 
denly (with Job) make my bed also in the dark ; and 
I praise God I am prepared for it ; and I praise him 
that I am not to learn patience now I stand in such 
need of it ; and that I have practised mortification, and 
endeavoured to die daily, that I might not die eternally ; 
and my hope is, that I shall shortly leave this valley of 
tears, and be free from all fevers and pain ; and, which 
will be a more happy condition, I shall be free from sin, 
and all the temptations and anxieties that attond it ; and 
this being past, I shall dwell in the New Jerusalem ; dwell 
there with men made perfect ; dwell where these eyes shall 
see my Master and Saviour Jesus ; and with him see my 
dear Mother, and all my relations and friends. But I 
must die, or not come to that happy place. And this is 
my content, that I am going daily towards it : and that 
every day which I have lived, hath taken a part of my 
appointed time from me; and that I shall live the less 
time, for having hved this and the day past." These, aud 
the Uke expressions, which he uttered often, maybe said to 
be his enjoyment of Heaven before he enjoyed it. The 
Sunday before his death, he rose suddenly from his bed or 
couch, called for one of his instruments, took it into his 
hand and said. 

My God, my God, 

My muaic shall find thee, 
And every string 

Shall have his attrSmte to sing. 
An d having tuned it, he played and sung : 
The Sundayg of m^n'a life. 

Threaded together on titne'a siring. 

Make bracelets to adorn tiie tcife 

Of the eternal glorious King : 
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On Simdaya Heaven's door gtands ope ; 
Bleegings are plentiful and rife. 
More plentiful than hope. 

ThuB he sung od eartli such Hpnns and Anthems, as the 
Angels, and he, and Mr, Farrer, now aing in Heaven. 

Thus he continued meditating, and prajing, and re- 
joicii^, till the day of hia death ; and on that day said to 
Mr. Woodnot, " My dear friend, I am sorry I have nothing 
to present to my merciful God but sin aiad misery; but the 
first is pardoned, and a few hours will now put a period to 
the latter ; for I shall suddenly go hence, and be no more 
seen." Upon which expression Mr. Woodnot took occasion 
to remember him of the re-edifying Layton Church, and 
his many acts of mercy. To which he made answer, say- 
ing, " They be good works, if they be sprinkled with the 
blood of Christ, and not otherwise." After this discourse 
he became more restless, and hia aoul seemed to be weary 
of her earthly tabernacle ; and this uneasiness became so 
visible, that his wife, his three nieces, and Mr. Woodnot, 
stood constantly about his bed, beholding him with sorrow, 
and an unwillingness to loae the sight of him, whom they 
could not hope to see much longer. As they stood thus 
beholding him, his wife observed him to breathe faintly, 
and with much trouble, and observed ' him to fall into a 
sudden agony ; which so surprised her, that she fell into a 
sudden passion, and required of him to know how he did. 
To which his answer was, "that he had passed a conflict 
with his last enemy, and had overcome him by the merits 
of his Master Jesua." After which answer, he looked up, 
and saw his wife and nieces weeping to an extremity, and 
chafed them, if they loved him to withdraw into the next 
room, and there pray every one alone for him ; for nothing 
but their lamentations could make his death uncomfort- 
able. To which request their sighs and tears would not 
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aufFer them to make any replj' ; but tbe j yielded h'l" a ead 
obedience, leaTing only with him Mr. Woodnot and Mr. 
Bostocb. Imm.ediately after they had left him, he said to 
Mr. Bostock, "Pray, Sir, open that door, then look into that 
cabinet, in which you may easily find my last Will, and 
give it into my hand : " which being done, Mr, Herbert 
delivered it into the hand of Mr. Woodnot, and said, "My 
old friend, I here deliver you my last Will, in which yon 
will find that I have made you my sole Esecntor for the 
good of my wife and nieces ; and I desire you to shew 
kindness to them, as they shall heed it: I do not desire 
you to be just ; for I know you will be so for your own 
Bake ; but I charge you, by the religion of our friendship, 
to be careful of them." And having obtained Mr. Wood- 
not's promise to be so, he said. " I am now ready to die." 
After which words, he said, "Lord, forsake me not now my 
strength faileth me : but grant me mercy for the merits of 
my Jesus, And now. Lord — ^Lord, now receive my soul." 
And with those words he breathed forth his divine aoul, 
without any apparent disturbance, Mr. Woodnot and Mr, 
Bostock attending his last breath, and closing his eyes. 

Thus he lived, and thus he died, like a Saint, unspotted 
of the world, full of alms-deeds, full of humility, and all the 
examples of a virtuous life ; which I cannot conclude better, 
than with this borrowed observation : 

All must to their eold graves : 

Bvt the reli^ous actwTig of the jiiet 

SmeU rweet m death, and bloesom. in the du»t.' 

' Altered from a Dirge in Shirley's "CoDtention of AJBK and Uljisea." 
— The lines in Shirley are 

'' Your heads mual come 

To the cold tomb— 

Only the acliam tjfthejvsC 

Smell maett and Koieain in their duel." 
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Mr. Geoi^ Herbert's have done so to this, and will 
doubtless do so to auceeeding generations. — I have but this 
to say more of him ; that if Andrew Melvin died before 
him,' then Geoi^ Herbert died without an enemy.' I 
wish — if God shall be so pleased — that I may be ao happy 
as to die like him. 

Iz. Wa. 

There is a debt justly due to the memory of Mr. Her- ■ 
bert's virtuous Wife ; a part of which I will endeavour to 
pay, by a very short account of the remainder of her life, 
which shall follow. 

She continued hie disconsolate widow about six years, 
bemoaning herself, and complainii^, that she had lost the 
delight of her eyes; but more that she had lost the spiritual 
guide for her poor soul ; and would often say, " that I 
had, like holy Mary, the Mother of Jesus, treasured up all 
his sayings in ray heart ! But since I have not been able 
to do that, I will labour to live like him, that where he now 
is I may be also." And she would often aay, — as the 
Prophet David for his son Absalom, — " that I had died 
for him ! " Thus she continued mourning tUl time and 
conversation had so moderated her sorrows, that she be- 

' " Mr. George Ilerbert, Esq. Farson of Fuggleaton and BemerMn, 
was buried ad day of March, 1632." {ParUh Sfgisier of Bemertm.) — 
It doea Dot appear whether he was buried in the parish church or in the 
chapel. His letter to Mr. Nicholas Ferrar, the translator of Valdeaao, 
is dated from his Fareonage at Bemerton, near Salisbury, Sept. 29, 
1632, It moat be remembered, that the beginning of the year, at that 
time, waa computed the 25th of March. In this year also, he wrote the 
short address to the Reader, which is prefixed to his " Priest to the 
Temple," which was not published till after his death. 

' It is not to be supposed that Andrew Melville could retain tbe least 
personal resentment against Mr. Herbert ; whose Terses have in them so 
little of the poignancy of satire, that it is scarce p(»sible to consider 
them as capable of exciting the auger of him to whom they are ad- 
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came the happy wife of Sir Eobert Cook, of Highnam, in 
the County of (}loi]cest«F, Euight. And thot^h he put a 
high value ou the excelleot accomplishments of her mind 
and body, and was so like Mr. Herbert, as not to govern 
like a master, but as an affectionate husband ; yet she 
would even to him often take occasion to mention the nanxe 
of Mr. Oeoi^e Herbert, and say, that name must live in 
her memory till she put off mortality. By Sir Robert she 
had only one child, a daughter, whose parts and plentiful 
estate make her happy in this world, and her well using of 
them gives a fair testimony that she will be so in that which 
is to come. 

Mrs. Herbert was the wife of Sir Eobert e^ht years, and 
lived his widow about fifteen ; all which time she took a 
pleaanire in mentioning and commending the excellencies 
of Mr. Gleoi^e Herbert. She died in the year 1663, and 
lies buried at Highnam : Mr, Herbert in his own Church, 
under the altar, and covered with a gravestone without any 
inscription. 

This Lady Cook had preserved many of Mr. Herbert's 
private writings, which she intended to make public ; but 
they and Highnam House were burnt tc^ther by the late 
rebels, and so lost to posterity. 

I. W. 
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LETTER FEOM ME. OEOEOE HEEBEET 
TO NICHOLAS FAEEEE. 

the Translator of Voldesaa. 

My dea/r and deserving brother, your Yoldeggo I now retwm 
with many thanks, and some notee, in which perhaps you will 
discover some ea/re which I forbear not in the midst of my 
griefs ; first for yowr sake, because I would do nothing negli- 
gently that you comviit v/tdo me : secondly for the Author's 
sake, whom I conceive to have been a true servant of God; a/nd 
to such, and aU that is tkeii's,! owe diligence: thirdly for the 
Church's sake, to whom by printing U, I would }uwe you coTise- 
crate it. You owe the Church a debt, and God hath put this 
inio your hands — as he sent the fish with m,oney to St. Peter 
— to discharge it ; happily also with this — as his thoughts are 
fruitful — intending the honour of his servant the Author, who, 
being obscured in Aw own country, he would have to flourish In 
this land of light, and region of the Gospel among his chosen. 
It is true, there are some things which I like not in him, as my 
fragmerds will express, when you read them : nevertheless, I 
wish you by all means to publish it, for these three eminent 
things obeervable therein: First, that God in the midst of 
Popery, should open the eyes of one to understand and express 
so clearly and excellently, the intent of the Gospel in the ac- 
ceptation of Christ's righteousness, — as he sheweth through all 
his Considerations, — a thing strangely buried and darkened by 
the adversaries, and their great stumbling block. Secondly, the 
great honour and reverence which he every where bears towards 
OTW dear Master and Lord ; concluding every Consideraiion 
almost with his holy name, and setting his wien( forth so 
piously ; for which I do so love him, that were there Tiothmg 
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else, I watdd print it, that with U the honour of my Lord 
might he pvhKghed. Thirdly, the many pious rules of ordering 
our life o&ouf mort^cation, and ohaeroation of Go^e kingdom 
within us, and the working thereof; of which he wns a very 
diligent observer. These three things are very eminent in the 
Author, and overweigh the defects — as I conceive — towards th& 
publishing thereof. 

From his Parsonage of 
Bemerton, near Solitary, 
Sept. 29th, 1632. 
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ME. GEOEGE HEEBEET.' 

L "ORATIO qn4 auspLcatiasimuin (erenissimi PrinoipU CAROU 
reditnm ex Hiapaniis ceUbravit GEORGIUS HERBERT, AcindemiEe 
Caalabri^ensiB Orelor. — 1623." 

II. " ORATIO . . . habita coram DomiDU Legatis cum Magistro in 
Artib. titnliB inBi)cn[reiittir. 27 Febr. 1622." 

n[. " A TRANSLATION of LEWIS CORNARO'S TREATISE 
on TEMPERANCE." Prioted at Cambridge in 1634, along with Mr. 
I^holas Ferrar's translation of " The Hygiasticon, or the right Coane 
of prestrring HeaJth, by Leonard Leesins." To Mr. Herbert's Trans- 
lation ia annexed " A Paradox, translated oat of Italian, That a more 
spare diet is better than a splendid or sumptuous." 

IV. "HERBERT'S REMAINS; or Sundry Pieces of that aweet 
Singer of the Temple, Mr. GEORGE HERBERT, some time Orator 
of the Univeraity of Cambridge, now exposed lo public Light." Lon- 
dtm, 16SS. 

This volume consists of— 1. " A Priest to the Temple, or the Country 
Parson in his Character and Rule of Holy Life ; with a Prefatory View 
of the Life and Virtues of the Author and Excellencies of this Book, by 
Barnabas Oley." la the second and subsequent impressions of this 
volume is added, '' A Preface lo the Christian Reader," consisting of six 
paragraphs, by Mr. Oley. 3. " Jacola Prudentumj or OutJandish 
Proverbs, Sentences, &c. selected by Mr. George Herbert" 

V. " THE TEMPLE : SACRED POEMS and Private EJACU- 
LATIONS, by Mr. GEORGE HERBERT, Ute orator of tie Univer- 
sity of Cambridge. In his Temple doth ererj Man speak of hia Honour, 
Psal. xxix. CanAridge, 1633." 

VI.' " MUS^ RESPONSORI^ AD ANDREW MELVINI 
ANTI-TAMI-CAMI-CATEGORIAM. Ex officinft Joh. Reld, Ckmtab. 
1668." 12mo. 

During bis residence at Cambridge, he composed Latin Poems on the 
Death of Henry Prince of Wales ; And of Anne, Queen to James L 
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Seo " Epicedinm Cuitabrigiense in obitam jmm&tnmm semperque de- 
flendnm Eenrici illuitriBstmi Frmcipis Walliie, CaiUah. leiS." And 
" lachrymn CanUbrigiensea in obitum sereDiasinin Begiee Annse, Con- 
jups diJectiuimte Jacobi Magnie Britannite, Francite, et HibemuB Begis. 
Cantah. 1619." 

Tha following Isttors, writCea by Herbert, when be was Public 
Orator, are in tiie Orator's Book at Caiiibridge : 

I. " To Sir Robert Nannton, with thanka for lome acts of kindneas 
procored bj him ftwm Oovenunent to the University," 

S. " To Fulke Grerille, on the same account." 

3. " To Qeorge Tilliert, MarqaU of BnckiDgbam, on his being 
created a Marqaia." 

4. "To Sir Franras Baoon, with thanks for his NoToin Organnm." 

5. " To Sir Thomas Covenlry, Attorney. General." 

6. " To MoDtagu, Lord Treasorer," and 

7. " To Sir Robert Heatb, Solicitor- General, oongratnlating them on 
their sereral promotions." 

8. " To King Jftmes, with thanka for a prewnt of his Doroa 
BaailiooD." 

9. " To the wune, with thanks for the prasertation of the river." 

10. " To Sir Francis Bacon, on the same subject." 

II. " To Dr. Abbot, Archbisbop of Canterbury, t^inat the London 
Printers monopolising foreign books." 

13. " To Sir Francis Bacon, on the same sutgect." 

13. " To Leigh, Chief Justice, on hia promotion." 

14. "To Cnxnfield, Lord Treasurer, on the same oocasioD." 

Other letters of Herbert's are published in vol. iii. of Dr. Cirosart's 
" Complete Works of George Herbert." 
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P OF LINCOLN. 



" Bietied it the man in whose spirit there ie no guile." — Ps. sxxiL 2. 
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KIQHT REVEEBND AND HONOURABLE, 

GEORGE 

LOBD BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, 

FBBLAIX or THB QABTEB, 

HI3 MAJESTY'S PEIVT COUNCIL. 

MY LORD, 

IF I ehowld undertake to enumerate, the many favour sand ad- 
vantages I have had hy my very long acquaintance vntk your 
Lordehij), I should enter upon an employment, that might pt'ove 
aetedwusat the collecting of the materials for this poor Monu- 
ment, which I have erected, and do dedicate to the Memory of 
your beloved friend. Dr. Sanderson : Bni though I wiU not 
ventwe to do that ; yet I do remember with plea-sure, and re- 
monstrate with gratitude, that your Lordship made me known 
to him, Mr. ChiUingworth,' and Dr. Hammond ; men, whose 
merits ought never to be forgotten. 

' William ChiUingworth, bom at Oxford in 1602, and educated at 
Trinity College. He was proverbially celebrated there for cleoi' and 
acute reasoning ; but be so much infoWed himaelf in the RomiBh Contro- 
vBFSf with John Fisher, a Jesuit, as to become a convert, and enter tbe 
College at Douay. Hie re-conTerBion wag brought ab<iut by hie god- 
father, Archbishop Land, in 1631, when be returned to England; and 
in 1633, he wrote his famous work called " The Religion of FroteatantS 
a Ba& Way to Salvation." Fol, He was zealonsly attached to the 
Boyal cause, and served at the Siege of Gloticesler; but being taken 
prisoner, he was carried to tbe Bishop's Palace, at Chichester, on account 
of bis illness, and, dying there Jan. 30tb, 1644, was buried in the Cathe- 
dral, without any other ceremony than that of his book being caat into 
the grave by the hand of a fanatic. 
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My friendship with the firet was begun almogt forty years 
poet, when I teas as far from a thought, as a desire to outlive 
him ; and farther from an intention to write his Life. But 
the wise Disposer of all men'g livee and actions hath prolonged 
the first, and now permitted the last ; which is here dedicated 
to your Lordship, — and, as U ought to be — ioith aU hvmiUty, 
and a desire that it may remain as a public iesHvwny of my 
gratitude. 

My Lord, 

Your mast affectionate old friend, 

and most hvmble servant, 

IZAAK WALTON. 
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PREFACE. 

1 DisB neither thiok, nor sMure the Header, that I have comniitted no 
mistakes in (hia relation of the Life of Dr. Sanderson ; bat I am sure, 
there is none titat are either wilful, or rery ma,tenal. I confess, it was 
worthy the employment of some person of more Leaming and greater 
abilities than I can pretend (o; and I have not a Httle wondered that 
none have yet been so grateful to him and to posterity, us to nndertaho 
it. For it may be noted, that our Saviour hath had snch care, that, for 
Mary Magdalen's kindness to him, her name shonld never be foi^tten: 
and doubtless Dr. Sandtrson's meek and innocent life, his great and 
usefiil Learning, niigbt therefore challenge the like endeavours to pre- 
aerve bin memory : And 'tis to me a wonder, that it has been already 
fifteen years neglected. Bnt, in saying this, my meaning is not to- 
upbraid others, — I am far from that, — bnt eicuae myself, or beg pardon 
for daring to attempt it. This being premised, I desire to lell tha 
Header, that in this relation I hare been so bold, a» to paraphrase and 
say, what I think he — ^whom I had the happioess to know well — -would 
have said upon the same occasions ; and if I have erred in this kbd, and 
cannot now beg pardon of him that loved me ; yet I do of my Reader, 
from whom I desire the same favour. 

And, though my age might have procured me a Writ of Ease, and 
that secured me from all further trouble in this kind ; yet T met with 
such persnasiona to begin, and so many willing informers since, and 
from tiiem, and others, such helps and encouragements to proceed, that 
when I fbnnd myself faint, and weary of the burthen with which I had 
loadeu myself, and ready to lay it down ; yet time and new strength 
hath at last brought it to be what it now is, and presented to the Header, 
and with it this desire ; that he will take notice, that Z>r. Sanderson did 
in hia Will, or last sickness, advertise, that after his death nothing of 
his might be printed ; because that might be said to be his, which indeed 
was not ; and also fur that he might have changed his opinion since he 
first writ it. And though these reasons ought to be regarded, yet re- 
garded so, as he resolves in that Case of Conscience concerning Bash 
Vows ; that there may appear very good second reasons why we may 
forbear to perform them. However, for his said reasons, they ought to- 
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be read as ire do Apocryphal Scripture; to explain, bot not oblige us 
to so firm a belief of what is here presented as hia. 

And I haye this to say more ; That as in my queries for writing Dr. 
Sanderson'sljfe, I met with these little TractB annexed; so, in my former 
queries for my information to write the Life of venerable Mr. Hooker, 
I met with a Sermon, which I also belieie was really his, aud here pre- 
sented as his to tfae Reailer. It is affirmed, — and I have met with reason 
to believe it, — that lliere be Bome Artists, that do certainly know hji ori- 
ginal picture from a copy ; and in what age of the world, and by whom 
drawn. And if so, Chen I hope it may be as safely attirmed, that what 
is here presented for tbeir's is so tike their temper of mind, their other 
writings, the times when, and the occasiuns npon which they were writ, 
that all Readers may safely conclude, they could be writ by none but 
Tenerable Mr. Hooker, and the humble and learned Dr. Sanderson. 

And lastly, I am now glad that I have collected these memoirs, which 
lay scattered, and contracted them into a narrower compass ; and if I 
have, by the pleasant toil of doing so, either p)saaed or profited any man. 
I liare attained what I designed when I first undertook it. But I 
serionsly wish, both for the Reader's and Dr. Sanderson's sake, chat 
potlteHty had knuwn his great Learning and Virtue by a better pen ; by 
such a pen, as could bare made his Ufe as immortal, as his learning and 
merits ought to be. 

I. W. 
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OCJTOE EGBERT SAHDEESON, the 
late learned Bishop of Lincoki, whose 
Life I intend to write with all truth 
and equal plainneas, was bom the 
ineteenth day of September in the 
year of our Eedemption 158?. The 
place of his birth was Rotherham ' in 
the Connty of York ; a Town of good 
note, and the more for that Thomaa 
Eotherham,' some time Archbishop of that see, was bom 

' This is a. mistake; Bishop SaDderson nas bom at Sheffield on the 
19th of September, w. d. 

" Thomas Scot, or Rocheram, so called after his birth-place, Fellow of 
King's College, in Cambridge, was afterward Master of Pembroke Hall, 
ftnd H83 and 1484, Chancellor of the University. He obtained great 
ecclesiastical prefsrment, being sueceasively Provost of Beverley, ^hop 
of Rochester and of Lincoln, and lastly Arcbbishlip of York. Nor was 
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in it ; a. man, vhoae great visdom, and bounty, and sanctity 
of life, have made it the more memorable : as indeed it 
ought also to l>e, for being the birth-place of our Bobert 
Sanderson. And the Keader will be of my belief, if this 
humble relation of his life can hold any proportion with Ms 
great Piety, his useful Learning, and his many other extra- 
ordinary endowments. 

He was the second and youngest Son, of Eobert Sander- 
son, of Gilthwaite-Hftll, in the said Parish and County, 
Esq. by Elizabeth, one of the daughters of Bicbard Oarr, 
of Butterthwaite-Hall, in the Parish of Ecclesfield, in the 
said County of Tork, Gentleman. 

This Bobert Sanderson, the Father, was descended from 
a ntunerons, ancient, and honourable family of his own 
name : for the search of which truth, I refer my Beader, 
that inclines to it, to Dr. Thoroton's " History of the 
Antiquities of Nottinghamshire," and other records ; not 
thinking it necessary here to engage him into a search for 
bare titles, which are noted to have in them nothing of 
reality : for titles not acquired, but derived only, do but 
shew us who of our ancestors have, and how they have 
achieved that honour which their descendants claim, and 
may not be worthy to enjoy. For, if those titles descend 
to persons that degenerate into Tice, and break off the 
continued line of Learning, or Yalour, or that Virtue that 
acquired them, they destroy the very foundation upon 
which that Honeur was built ; and all the rubbish of their 
vices oi^ht to fall heavy on such dishonourable heads ; 
ought to fall so heavy, as to degrade them of their titles, 
and blast their memories with reproach and shame. 

But our Bobert Sanderson lived worthy of bis name and 

he less adoroed with civil honours, hsriDg beeu appointed, fitst, Keeper 
of die PriTj Seal, and then Loi^ Chancellor of England. The two 
Universitiea and hU natiTe town still aajoj the fruits of hU botintf . Re 
died 29th Ma/, ISOO. 
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family : of whieh one testimony may be, that Gilbert, called 
the Great Earl of Shrewabnry, liiought hiin not unworthy 
to be joined with him as a Godfather to Gilbert Sheldon,' 
the late Lord ArcbbiBhop of Canterbury ; to whose inerits 
and memory, posterity — the Clergy especially — ought to 

y intended relation of Bobert the Son, 
who began in his youth to make the Laws of God, and 
obedience to his parents, the rules of hie life; seeming 
even then to dedicate himself, and all his studies, to Piety 
and Virtue, 
And as he was inclined to this by that native goodness, 
[with which the wise Disposer of all hearts had endowed 
' his ; so this calm, this quiet and happy temper of mind — 
his being mild, and averse to oppositions^made the whole 
course of his life easy and grateful both to himself and 
others : and this blessed temper was maintained and im- 
proved by his prudent Father's good example ; and by fre- 
quent conversing with him, and scattering short apoph- 
th^ms and little pleasant stories, ajid making useful 
apphcations of them, his son was in his infancy taught to 
.abhor Vanity and Vice as monsters, and to discern the 
loveliness of Wisdom andYirtue; and by these means, and 
God's concurring grace, his knowledge was so augmented, 
and his native goodness so confirmed, that all became so 
habitual, as it was not easy to determine whether Ifature 
or Education were hia teachers. 

1 Dr. Gilbert Sheldon, was bom July 19, la98.— His father, Roger 
Sheldon, though of no obsuure parentage, was a menial servant to Gilbert 
Earl of Shrewsbnrj — He was of Trinity College, Oxford, and took his 
Miuter'B degree in May, 1620. He vat introduced to Charles I. byl-ord 
Coventry, and became one of Hia M^estys Chaplains. Upon the Bes- 
toration, be x/aa made Dean of the Chapel Goyal, succeeded Dr. Jaxon 
a^ Bishop of London, and after as Arcbbisbopof Canterbury; in I66T 
he was elected Chancellor of the Univermty of Oxibrd. He died at 
I^nibetli, Nov. 9, 1677. 
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And here let me tell the Beader, that these early he- 
giimu^ of Virtue, were hj Ood'a aBsisting grace, blesBed 
• vhi ■ '"'^ what St. Paul seemed to heg for his 
PhilippianB ; * namely, " That he, that had 
began a good work in them, would finish it." And Al- 
mighty God did: for his whole life was so regular and 
innocent, that he might have said at his death — and with 
truth and comfort — what the same St. Paul said after to 
,.. the same Philippians, when he adTised them 
to walk as they had him for an example.f 

And this goodness, of which I have spoken, seemed to 
increase as his years did; and with his goodness his Learn- 
ing, the foundation of which was laid in the Grammar- 
school of Itotherham— that being one of those three that 
were founded and liberally endowed by the said great and 
good Bishop of that name. — And In this time of his being 
a Scholar there, he was obserred to use an unwearied dili- , 
gence to attain learning, and to have a seriousnesa beyond 
his ^e, and with it a more than common modesty ; and to 
be of so calm and obliging a behaviour, that the Master 
and whole number of Scholars, loved him as one man. 

And in this love and amity he continued at that School 
till about the thirteenth year of his a^ ; at which time his ' 
Father designed to improve his Grammar learning, by re- 
moving him from Botherham to one of the more noted 
Schools of Eton or Westminster ; and after a year's staj 
there, then to remove him thence to Oxford. But, as he 
went with him, he called on an old friend, a Minister of 
noted learning, and told him his intentions ; and he, aftei 
many questions with his Son, received such answers from 
him, that he assured his Father, his Son was so perfect a 
Grammarian, that he had laid a good foundation to build 
any or all the Arts upon ; and therefore advised him to 
shorten his journey, and leave him at Oxford. And his 
Father did so. 
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Hia father left Tiim there to the sole care and manage of 
Dr. Kilbie,' who was then Rector of Lincoln College. And 
he, after eome time and trial of his manners and learning, 
thought fit to enter TiiTti of that College, and, after to 
matriculate him in the UniTersitj, which he did the first 
of July, 1603 ; hut he was not chosen Fellow till the third 
of May, 1606 ; at which time he had taken his d^ree of 
Bachelor of Arts ; at the taking of which degree, hie Tutor 
told the Rector, " That his pupil Sanderson had a meta- 
physical brain and a matchlesB memory ; and that he 
thought he had improved or made the la^t eo by an art of 
hia own invention." And all the future employments of 
his life proved that his tutor was not mistaken, I must 
here stop my Keader, and tell him that this Dr. Kilbie was 
a man of so great learning and wisdom and was so excellent 
a critic in the Hebrew Tongue, that he was made Professor 
of it in this university ; and was also so perfect a G-recian, 
that he was by King James appointed to be one of the 
Translators of the Bible ; and that this Doctor and Mr. 
[Sanderson had frequent discourses, and loved as father 
[and son. The Doctor was to ride a journey into Derby- 
shire, and took Mr. Sanderson to bear him company ; and 
they going together on a Sunday with the Doctor's friend 
to that Parish Church where they then were, found the 
young Preacher to have no more discretion, than to waste 
a great part of the hour allotted for hie Sermon in escep- 
tions against the late Translation of several words, — not 
expecting such a hearer a^ Dr. Kilhie, — and shewed three 
reasons why a particular word should have been otherwise 
translated. When Evening Prayer was ended, the Preacher 

' Dr. Richard Kilbie, born at Batcliffe, in LeicesterBhire, and a great 
benefactor to his College, since he reatored the neglected libnirj, added 
eight new repositories for books, and gave to it man j excellent volttmes. 
He became Bector in 1590, and in 1610 be was appoinled (he King's 
Hebrew Professor. He died in 1620. 
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was invited to the Doctor's friend's liouse; where after 
some other conference the Doctor told him, " He might 
have preached more useful doctrine, and not have filled his 
auditors' earawith needless exceptiona against the late Trans- 
lation : and for that word, for which he offered to that poor 
congregation three reasons whj it ought to have been trans- 
lated as he said ; he and others had considered all them, 
and found thirteen more considerable reasons why it was 
translated as now printed ; " and told him, " If his friend, 
then attending him, should prove guilty of such indiscre- 
tion, he should forfeit his favour." To which Mr. Sander- 
son said, " He hoped he should not." And the preacher 
was 80 ingenuous as to say, " He would not justify him- 
self." And eo I return to Oxford. In tlfe year 1608, — 
July the 11th, — Mr. Sanderson was completed Master of 
Arts. I am not ignorant, that for the attaining these dig- 
nities . the time was shorter than was then or is now 
required ; but either his birth or the well performance of 
some extraordinary exercise, or some other merit, made him 
so: and the Eeader is requested to beheve, that 'twas the 
last: and requested to beheve also, that if I be miateken in 
the time, the CoU^e Records have misinformed me : but I 
hope they have not. 

In that year of 1608, he was — November the 7th — by 
his College chosen Reader of Logic in the House ; which 
he performed so well, that he was chosen again the sixth 
of November, 1609. In the year 1613, he was chosen 
Suh-Eector of the College, and the hke for the year 1614, 
and chosen ^ain to the same dignity and trust for the 
year 1616. 

In all which time and employments, his abilities and. 
behaviour were such, as procured him both love and re- 
verence from the whole Society ; there being no excep- 
tion against him for any faults, but a sorrow for the 
infirmities of his being too timorous and bashful; both 
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which were, God knowa, so connatural as they never 
left him. And I know not whether his loTers ought to 
wiflt they had; for they proved so like the radical 
moisture in man's body, that they preserved the life 
of virtue in his aonl, which by God's assisting grace 
I never left him till this life put on immortality. Of which 
happy infirmities — if they may be so called— more here- 
after, ' 

Jn the year 1614 he stood to be elected one of the 
Proctors for the TTniverBity. And 'twas not to satisfy 
any ambition of his own, but to comply with the desire 
of the Rector and whole Society, of which he was a 
Member ; who had not had a Proctor chosen out of their 
College for the space of siity years ; — namely, not from 
the year 1554, unto his standing; — and they persuaded 
him, that if he would but stand for Proctor, his merits 
were so generally known, and he so well beloved, that 
'twas but appearing, and he would infallibly carry it 
against any opposers ; and told him, " That he would by 
that means recover a right or reputation that was seem- 
it^ly dead to his Oolite." By these, and other like 
persuasions, he yielded up his own reason to their's, and 
appeared to stand for Proctor. But tlia,t election was 
carried on by bo sudden and secret, and by so powerful 
a faction, that he missed it. Which when he uhderstood, 
he professed seriously to his friends, " That if he were 
troubled at the disappointment, it was for their'a, and not 
for his own sake : for he was far from any desire of such 
an employment, aa must be managed with chai^ and 
trouble, and was too usually rewarded with hard censures, 
or hatred, or both." 

In the year following he was earnestly persuaded by 
I>r. Kilbie and others, to review the Logic Lectures which 
he had read some years past In his College ; and, that 
done, to methodise and print them, for the ease and public 
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good of posterity. But though he had an 
to appear puhlicly in print; yet after many seriom 
Bolicitatione, and some second thoi^hts of hia own, he 
laid aside his modesty, and promised he would ; and he 
did BO in that year of 1615, And the book proved as hia 
friends seemed to prophesy, that is, of great and general 
use, whether we respect the Art or the Author. For 
L(^G may be said to be an Art of right reasoning ; an 
Art that undeceives men who take falsehood for truth; 
enables men to pass a true judgment, and detect those 
fallacies, which in some men's understandings usurp the 
place of right reason. And how great a master our 
Author was in this art, will quickly appear from that 
deameas of method, argument, and demonstration, which 
is BO conspicuous in all his other writings. He, who bad 
attained to bo great a dexterity in the use of reason him- 
self, was best qualified to prescribe rules and directions 
for the instructions of others. And I am the more satis- 
fied of the excellency and usefulness of this, hia first 
public undertakit^, by hearing that most Tutors in botli 
UniTcrsities teach Dr. Sanderson's Logic to their Pupils, 
as a foundation upon which they are to bmld their future 
studies in Philosophy. And, for a further confirmation of 
my belief, the Beader may note, that since his Book of 
Logic was firet printed there has not been less than ten 
thousand sold: and that 'tis like to continue both to 
discover truth and to clear and confirm the reason of the 
unborn world. ' 

It will easily be believed that his former standing for a, 
Proctor's place, and beii^ disappointed, must prove much 
displeasing to a man of his great wisdom and modesty, 
and create in him an averseness to run a second hazard of 
his credit and content: and yet he was assured by Dr. 

' An edition of this work iriu published in Oxford so recentlj at 
1S41. 
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Kilbie, and the Fellows of his own Collie, and most of 
those that had opposed him in the former Election, that 
his Book of Logic had pnrehaaed for him such a belief 
of his learning and prudence, and his behaviour at the 
former Election had got for him ao great and bo general 
a love, that all his former opposers repented what they 
had done; and therefore persuaded him to venture to 
stand a second time. And, upon these, and other like 
encoura^^ements, he did again, but not without an inward 
unwillingness, yield up his own reason to their's, and 
promised t« stand. And he did so ; and was the tenth of 
April, 1616, chosen Senior Proctor for the year following j 
Mr. Charles Crooke ' of Christ Church being then chosen 
the Junior. 

In this year of his being Proctor, there happened many 
memorable accidents ; namely. Dr. Kohert Abbot,' Master 
of Balliol Collie, and E^ue Professor of Divinity, — 
who being elected or consecrated Bishop of Sarum some 
months before, — was solemnly conducted out of Oxford 
towards hie Diocese, by the Heads of aJl Houses, and the 
chief of all the University. And Dr. Frideaux ' succeeded 

' Mr. Cluirles Crooke, & younger acm of Sir John Cruoke, of ChilloD, 
in Bucks, one of tlie JasticeB of tbe Kind's Bench. In 1625, he pro* 
ceeded D.D., being then Hector of Amergham and a Fellow of Eton 
College. 

' Brother of Geotge Abboi, Archblihop of Canterbnry, bom at Guild- 
ford in 1560, and promoted to the See of Salisbur; in I6IS, as a reward 
for his Lectures against Suarez and Bellannine, in defence of the King's 
supreme power. On his way to Sarum, he made an oration to the 
University, and bis friends parted from him vriih tears. He died March 
and, 1617-8. 

' Dr. John Frideaux, bom at Hartbrd, in Devonshire, in 15TB, and 
Hector of Exeter College in 1612, when he acquired so much fame in the 
government of it, Oiat several eminent tbreignera plaeed themselves 
under his care. He was made King's Professor in Divinity in 1615, and 
Biahop of WoTcesKr in IBJl ; but was reduced Ut great povnly in the 
Civil Wars, and died July 20th, 1650. 
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him in the Professorship, in which he continued till the 
year 1642, — being then elected Sishop of Worcester, — and 
then our now Proctor, Mr, Sanderson, succeeded him in the 
BegiuB Professorship. 

And in this year Dr. Arthur Lake ' — then Warden of 
New Collie— was adranced to the Bishopric of Bath and 
Wells : a man of whom I take myself bound in justice to 
say, that he has made the great trust committed to him, 
the chief care and whole bueinesB of his life. And one 
testimony of this proof may be, that he sate usually with 
his Chancellor in his Consistory, and at least advised, 
if not assisted, in most sentences for the punishing of 
such offenders as deserved Church-censures. And it 
may be noted, that, after a sentence for penance was 
pronounced, he did very rarely or never, allow of any 
commutation for the offence, but did usually see the 
sentence for penance executed; and then as usually 
preached a Sermon on mortification and repentance, and 
did so apply them to the offenders, that then stood be- 
fore him, as begot in them a devout contrition, and at 
least resolutions to amend their lives: and having done 
that, htf would take them — though never so poor— to 
dinner with him, and use them friendly, and dismiss 
them with his blessing and persuasions to a virtuous 
life, and beg them to beheve him. And his humility 
and charity, and other Christian excellencies, were all 
like this. Of all which the Beader may inform himself 
in his Life, truly writ, and printed before his Sermons. 

And in this year also, the very prudent and very 
wise Lord EUesmere, who was so very long Lord Chan- 
cellor of England, and then of Oxford, resigning up the 

' Dr. Arthur lake, bom at Southampton about 1550, and educated 
at Winobester School, whence be proceeded lo New College, Oxibrd. 
He was created Dean of Worcester in 1606, and Bishop of Bath and 
Wells in 1616. He died on 4tb Mb^, 16S6. 
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laBt, the Bight Honourable, and as magnificent, William 
Herbert, Ea,rl of Pembroke, was chosen to succeed bim. 

And in this year our late King Cbarles the First — then 
Prince of Wales, came honourably attended to Oxford ; 
and having deliberatelyvisited the Urdversity, the Schools, 
Colleges, and Libraries, be and his attendants were enter- 
tained with ceremonies and feastii^ suitable to their 
dignity and merits. 

And this year King James sent letters to the UniverBity 
for the r^ulating their studies ; especially of the young 
Divines : adTising they should not rely on modem sums 
and systems, but study the Fathers and Councils, and 
the more primitive learning. And this advice was oc- 
casioned by the indiscreet inferences made by very many 
Preachers out of Mr, Calvin's doctrine concemii^ Pre- 
destination, Universal Redemption, the Irresistibility of 
God's &race, and of some other knotty points depending 
upon these ; points which many think were not, but by 
interpreters forced to be, Mr. Calvin's meaning; of the 
truth or falsehood of which I pretend not to have an 
ability to judge ; vay meaning in this relation, being only 
to acquaint the Reader with the occasion of the King's 
Letter. 

It may be observed, that the various accidents of this 
year did afford our Proctor large and laudable matter to 
dilate and discourse upon: and that thoi^h his office 
seemed, accordii^ to statute and custom, to require him 
to do so at his leaving it ; yet he chose rather to pass 
them over with some very short observations, and present 
the governors, and his other hearers, with rules to keep 
up discipline and order in the UniverBifcy ; which at that 
time was, either by defective Statutes, or want of the due 
execution of those that were good, grown to be extremely 
irregular. And in this year also, the m^isterial part of 
the Proctor required more diligence, and was more difficult 
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to be maiiB^od tliaii formerly, by reaaOD of a multiplicity 
of new Statutes, which begot much confusion; some of 
which Statutes were then, and others suddenly after, put 
into an useful execution. And though these Statutes 
were not then made so perfectly useful as they were 
designed, till Archbishop Laud's time — who aaaiated in 
the forming and promotii^ them; — yet our present 
Proctor made them as effectual as discretion and dili- 
gence could do : of which one example may seem worthy 
the noting ; namely, that if in his night-walk he met 
with irregular Scholars absent from their Coll^;ea at 
TJnlTersity hours, or disordered by drink, or in scandalous 
company, he did not use his power of punishing to an 
extremity ; but did usually take their names, and a 
promise to appear before him imsent for next morning: 
and when they did, convinced them, with such obliging- 
ness, and reason added to it, that they parted frona him 
with such resolutions, as the man after Clod's own heart 
was possessed with, when he said, " There is mercy 
with thee, and therefore thou shalt be feared : " Paal. 
C3II. 4. And by this and a like behaviour to all men, 
he was so happy as to lay down this dangerous employ- 
ment, as but very few, if any, have dose, even without an 
enemy. 

After his speech was ended, aud he retired with a friend 
into a convenient privacy, he looked upon his friend with a, 
more than common cheerfulness, and spake to him to this 
purpose : " I look back upon my late employment with 
some content to myself, and a great thankfulness to Al- 
mighty Ck>d, that he hath made me of a temper not apt to 
provoke the meanest of mankind, but rather t« pass by 
infirmities, if noted ; and in this employment I have had— 
God knows — many occasions to do both. And when I con- 
sider, how many of a contrary temper are by sudden and 
small occasions transported and hurried by anger to commit 
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such errors, ae thej in that passion could not foresee, and 
will in their more calm and deliberate thought« upbraid, 
and require repentance : and consider, that though repen- 
tance securee us from the punishment of ajiy sin, yet how 
much more comfortable it is to be innocent than need 
pardon : and consider, that errors gainst men, though 
pardoned both bj God and them, do yet leave such anxious 
and upbraiding impressions in the memory, as abates of 
the offender's content : — when I consider all this, and that 
God hath of his goodness given me a temper that hath 
prevented me from running into such enormitiee, I re- 
member uLy temper with joy and thankfulness. And 
though I cannot say with David — I wish I could, — that 
therefore ' hia praise shall always be in my mouth ; ' Psal. 
ixxiv. 1 ; yet I hope, that by his grace, and that grace 
seconded by my endeavours, it shall never be blotted out 
of my memory ; and I now beseech Alm^hty God that it 
never may." 

And here I must look back, and mention one passage 
more in his Proctorship, which is, l^at Gilbert Sheldon, the 
late Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, was this year sent to 
Trinity Collie in that TTniversity ; and not long after his 
entrance there, a letter was sent after him from his god- 
father — the father of our Proctor — to let hia son know it, 
and commend his godson to his acquaintance, and to more 
than a common care of his behaviour; which proved a 
pleasing injunction to our Proctor, who was so gladly 
obedient to his father's desire, that he some few days after 
sent his servitor to intreat Mr. Sheldon to his chamber 
nest morning. But it seems Mr, Sheldon having — Uke a 
young man as he was — ^run into some such irregularity as 
made him conscious he had transgressed his statutes, did 
therefore apprehend the Proctor's invitation as an intro- 
duction to punishment ; the fear of which made his bed 
restless that night; but, at their meeting the nest mom- 
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ing, that fear vanielied immediately by tbe Proctor's 
cheerful counteoance, and the freedom of their diacourse 
of friends. And let me tell my Beader, that this first 
meeting proved the begiiming of ae spiritual a, friendship 
as human nature is capable of ; of a friendship free from 
all self ends : and it continued to be so, till death forced 
a separation of it on earth; but it is now reunited in 



And now, having given this account of his behaviour, 
and the considerable accidents in his Proctorship, I pro- 
ceed to tell my Beader, that, this busy employment being | 
ended, he preached his sermon for his Degree of Bachelor i 
in Divinity in as elegant Latin, and as remarkable for the 
matter, as hath been preached in tbat University since that 
day. And having well performed his other exercises for 
that Degree, he took it the nine and twentieth of May fol- ' 
lowing, having been ordained Deacon and Priest in the 
year 1611, by John Kli^, then Bishop of London, who i 
had not long before been Dean of Christ Church, and then 
knew him so well, that he became his most affectionate 
friend. And in this year, being then about the twenty- 
ninth of his oige, he took from the TTniversity a license to 
preach. 

la the year 1618, he was by Sir Nicholas Sandersoo, 
Lord Viscount Castleton, presented to the Rectory of Wib- 
berton, not far from Boston, in the County of Lincoln, a 
living of very good value ; but it lay in so low and wet a 
part of that country as was inconsistent with his health. 
And health being — next to a good conscience — the greatest 
of Gtod's blessings in this life, and requiring therefore of 
every man a care and diligence to preserve it, he, appre- 
hending a danger of losing it, if be continued at Wibberton 
a second Winter, did therefore resign it back into the hands 
of his worthy kinsman and patron, about one year after his 
donation of it to him. 
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And about this time of his res^ation he was presented 
to the Rectory of Boothby Fannell, in the same County of 
Luicoln ; a town which has been mEide famous, and must 
continue to be famous, becauae Dr. Sanderson, the humble 
and learned Dr. Sanderson, was more than forty years 
Parson of Boothby Pannell, and frorn thence dated all or 
moat of his matchless writings. 



To this living — which was of no less value, but a purer 
air than Wibberton — he was presented by Thomas Har- 
rington, of the same County, and Parish, Esq. who was a 
gentleman of a very ancient family, and of great use and 
esteem in his country during his whole life. And in this 
Boothby Pannell the meek and charitable Dr. Sanderson 
and his patron lived with an endearing, mutual, and 
comfortable friendship, till the death of the last put a. 
period to it. 
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About the time that he was made Parson of Boothbr 
Pannell, he resigned his Fellowship of Lincoln College tmto 
the then Bector and Fellows ; and his resignation is recorded 
in these words ; 

Ego Bobertus Sanderson perpetuus, &c. 

I Eobert Sanderson, Fellow of the Goll^^e of St. Mary's 
and All-Saints, commonly called Lincoln College, in the 
University of Oxford, do freely and willingly resign into 
the han<^ of the Bector and Fellows, all the right' and 
title that I have in the said Collie, wishing to them and 
their successors all peace, and piety, and happiness, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

May 6, 1619. Bobebt Sandbbbon. 

And not loi^ after this resignation, he was by the then 
Bishop of York,' or the 'King sede vacante, made Prebend 
of the Collegiate Church of Southwell in that Diocese ; and 
shortly after of Lincoln by the Bishop of that See. 

And being now resolved to set down his rest in a quiet 
privacy at Boothby Pannell, and looking back with some 
sadness upon his removal from his general acquaintance 
left in Oxford, and the pecuhar pleasures of a University 
life; he could not but think the want of society would 
render this of a country Parson the more uncomfortable, 
by reason of that want of conversation ; and therefore he 
did put on some faint purposes to marry. For he had con- 
sidered, that though marriage be cumbered with more 
worldly care than a single life; yet a complying and a 
prudent wife changes those very cares into so mutual a 
content, as makes them become hke the sufEerings of St, 
Paul, Colos. i. 24, which he would not have wanted because 
they occasioned his rejoicing in them. And he, having 
' Dr. Tobias Hnttheir— died, March sg, 162S, aged S3. 
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well considered this, and obaeired the secret unutterable 
joys that children beget in parents, and the mutual plea- 
sures and contented trouble of their daily care and constant 
endeaTOura to brii^; up those little images of themselvea, 
BO as to make them as happy as all those cares and en- 
deavours can make them : he, having considered all this, 
the-hopea of such happiness turned hie faint purposes into 
a positive resolution to marry. And he was so happy as to 
obtain Anne, the daughter of Henry Nelson, Bachelor in 
Divinity, then Eector of Haugham, in the County of Lin- 
coin, a man of noted worth and learning. And the Giver 
of all good things was so good to him, as to give him auch 
a wife as was suitable to his own desires; a wife, that made 
his life happy by being always content when he waa cheer- 
ful ; that divided her joya with him, and abated of hia 
sorrow, by bearing a part of that burden ; a wife that de- 
monstrated her affection by a cheerful obedience to all his 
deaires, during the whole course of his life ; and at his death 
too, for she outlived Mm. 

And in this Boothby Pannell, he either found or made 
his parishioners peaceable, and complying with him in the 
decent and regular service of God. And thus his Parish, 
his patron, and he lived together in a religious love and a 
contented quietness ; he not troubling their thoi^hts by 
preaching high and useless notions, but such plain truths 
as were necessary to be known, beheved and praetiaed, in 
order to their salvation. And their assent to what he 
taught was testified by such a conformity to hia doctrine, 
as declared they believed and loved him. Tor he would 
often say, "That, without the last, the most evident truths 
— heard aa from an enemy, or an evil liver— either are not, 
or are at least the leaa effectual ; and do usually rather 
harden than convince the hearer." 

And this excellent man did not think hja duty diachai^ed 
by only readii^ the Church prayers, catechising, preaching. 
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and adminiatering the Sacraments seasonably ; but thought 
— ^if the Law or the Canons may seem to enjoin no more, — 
yet that God would requae more, than the defective laws 
of man' e making can or do enjoin; the performance of that 
inward law, which Almighty Qod hath imprinted in the 
conscience of all good Chriatians, and inclines tht»e whom 
he loves to perform. He, considering this, did therefore 
become a law to himself, practising what his conscience 
told him was bis duty, in reconciling differences, and pre- 
venting law-suits, both in his Parish and in the neighbour- 
hood. To which may be added his often visiting sick and 
disconsolate families, persuading them to patience, and 
raising them from dejection by hie advice and cheerful 
discourse, and by adding his own alms, if there were any 
so poor as to need it : considering how acceptable it is to 
Almighty Ood, when we do as we are advised by St. Paul, 
Gal. vi. 2, " Help to bear one another's burden," either of 
sorrow or want ; and what a comfort it will be, when the 
Searcher of all hearts shall call us to a strict account for 
that evil we have done, and the good we have omitted, to 
remember we have comforted and been helpful to a dejected 
or distressed family. 

And that his practice was to do good, one example may 
be, that he met with a poor dejected ne^hbour, that com- 
plained he. had taken a meadow, the rent of which was 91. 
a year ; and when the hay was made ready to be carried 
into his bam, several days constant rain had so raised the 
water, that a sudden flood carried all away, and his rich 
Landlord would bate him no rent ; and that tuiless he had 
half abated, he and seven children were utterly undone. It 
may be noted, that in this age there are a sort of people so 
unlike the God of Mercy, so void of the bowels of pity, that 
they love only themselves and children : love them so, as 
not to be concerned, whether the rest of mankind waste 
their days in sorrow or shame ; people that are cursed with 
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richeH, and a mietake that nothing but riches can make 
them and their's happy. But it was not bo with Dr. San- 
derson ; for he was concerned, and spoke comfortably to the 
poor dejected man ; bade him go home and pray, and not 
load himself with sorrow, for he would go to his Landlord 
next nioming ; and if his Landlord would not abate what 
be desired, he and a friend would pay it for him. 

To the Landlord he went the next day, and, in a confe- 
rence, the Doctor presented to him the sad condition of his 
poor dejected Tenajit; t«Uing him how much God is pleased 
when men compassionate the poor : and told him, that 
though God loves sacrifice, yet he loves mercy so much 
better, that he is pleased when called the God of Mercy. 
And told him, the riches he was possessed of were given 
him by that (Jod of Mercy, who would not be pleased, if 
he, that had so much given, yea, and forgiven him too, 
should prove like the rich steward in the Gospel, " that 
took his fellow servant by the throat to make him pay the 
utmost farthing." This he told him : and told him, that 
the law of this nation— by which law he claims his rent — 
does not undertake to make men honest or merciful ; but 
does what it can to restrain men from being dishonest or 
unmerciful, and yet was detective in both : and that taking 
any rent from his poor Tenant, for what God suffered him 
not to enjoy, though the law allowed him to do so, yet if 
he did so, he was too like that rich Steward which he had 
m^itioued to him ; and told him that riches so gotten, and 
added to his great estate, would, as Job says, " prove like 
gravel in his teeth : " would in time so corrode his con- 
science, or become so nauseous when he lay upon bis death- 
bed, that he would then labour to vomit it up, and not be 
able : and therefore advised him, being very rich, to make 
friends of his unrighteous Mammon, before that evil day 
come upon him : but however, neither for his own sake, nor 
for God's sake, to take any rent of his poor, dejected, sad 
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Tenant; for that were to gain a temporal, and loae his 
eternal happmees. These, and other such reasons were 
ui^ed with so grave and compassionate an earnestness, that 
the Landlord forgave his Tenant the whole rent. 

The Reader will easily believe that Dr. Sanderson, who 
was 80 meek and merciful, did suddenly and gladly carry 
this comfortable news to the dejected Tenant; and w^e be- 
lieve, that at the telling of it there was mutual rejoicing. 
It was one of Job's boasts, that " he had seen none perish 
for want of clothing : and that he had often made the heart 
of the widow to rejoice." Job xxxi. 19. And doubtless 
Dr. Sanderson might have made the same religious boast 
of this and very many like occasions. But, since he did 
not, I rejoice that I have this just occasion to do it for him; 
and that I can tell the Reader, I might tire myself and him, 
in teUing how like the whole course of Dr. Sanderson's life, 
was to this which I have now related. 

Thus he went on in an obscure and quiet privacy, doing 
good daily both by word and by deed, as often as any occa- 
sion offered itself ; yet not so obscurely, but that his very 
great learning, prudence, and piety, were much noted and 
valued by the Bishop of Ma Diocese, and by most of the 
nobility and gentry of that county. By the first of which 
he was often summoned to preach many Visitation Ser- 
mons, and by the latter at many Assizes. Which Sermons, 
though they were much esteemed by them that procured, 
and were fit to judge them ; yet they were the less valued, 
because he read them, which he was forced to do ; for 
though he had an extraordinary memory, — even the art of 
it,-~-yet he had such an innate invincible fear and bashful- 
ness, that his memory was wholly useless, as to the repeti- 
tion of hia sermons as he had writ them ; which gave occasion 
to say, when they were first printed and exposed to censure, 
which was in the year 1632, — " that the best Sermons that 
were ever read, were never preached." 
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In this contented obscurity he continued, till the learned 
and good Archbishop Laud,' who knew him well in Oxford 
— for he was his contemporary there, — told the King, — - 
'twas the knowing aqd conscientious King Charles the 
First, — that there was one Mr. Sanderson, an obscure 
country Minister, that was of such sincerity, and so excel- 
lent in all casuistical learning, that he desired his Majesty 
would make him his Chaplain. The King granted it most 
willii^ly, and gave the Bishop charge to hasten it, for he 
longed to discourse with a man that had dedicated his 
studies to that useful part of learning. The Bishop forgot 
not the King's desire, and Mr. Sanderson was made his 
Chaplain in Ordinary in November following, 1631. And 
when they became known to each other, the King did put 
many Cases of Conscience to him, and received from him 
such deliberate, safe, and clear solutions, as gave him great 
content in conversing with him ; so that, at the end of his 
month's attendance, the King told him, "he should long 
for the next November; for he resolved to have a more in- 
'ward acquaintance with him, when that month and he 
returned." And when the month and he did return, the 
good King was never absent from his Sermons, and would 
usually say, " I carry my ears to hear other preachers ; but 
I carry my conscience to hear Mr. Sanderson, and to act 
accordingly." And this ought not to be concealed from 

' Dr. William Laud, born nC Reading, Oct T, 1573, and educated 
tliere, and at SL John's College, Oxford. In 1616, he was made Dean of 
Gloucester, in 1621 Bishop of St. David's, and in 1622 he had a con- 
ference with Fisher the Jesuit, of which the printed account evinces how 
opposed he was to Poperj ; but his Arminian tenets gave offence to the 
Calvinists. In 163ti lie waa translated to the See of Bath and Wells, in 
1628 to London, and in 1633 to Canterbury. His zeal fur the establiah- 
ment of the Liturgy in Scotland pro<lnced him numerous enemies, by 
whose means he was imprisoned in the Tower for three yeBTE, and be- 
headed Jan. 10th, 1644-45. His works were published at Osibrd, 6 vols. 
8vo., 1847-9. 
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posterity, that the King thought what he spake ; for he 
took him to be hie adviser in that quiet part of hia life, and 
he proved to be his comforter in those days of his affliction, 
irhen he apprehended himself to be in danger of death or 
deposing. Of which more hereafter. 

In the first Parliament of this good King, — which waa 
1625, — he was chosen to be a. Clerk of the Convocation for 
the Diocese of Lincoln; which I here mention, because 
about that time did arise many disputes about Fredestina- 
tiou, and the many critical points that depend upon, or are 
interwoven in it ; occasioned as was said, by a disquisition 
of new principles of Mr. Calvin's, though others say they 
were before his time. But of these Dr. Sanderson then 
drew up, for his own satisfaction, such a scheme — he called 
it Pax EcelesicB — as then gave himself, and bath since given 
others, such satisfaction, that it still remains to be of great 
eatimation among the moat learned. He was also chosen 
Clerk of all the Convocations during that good King's 
reign. Which I here tell my Header, because I shall here- 
after have occasion to mention that Convocation in 1640, 
the unhappy Long Parhament, and some debates of the 
Predestination points as they have been since charitably 
handled betwixt him, the learned Dr. Hammond,' and Dr. 
Pierce,' the now Reverend Dean of Salisbury. 

' Dr. Henry Hammond was born at Chertsey, in Surrey, Aug, 18lh, 
1609, and was educated at Eton, and Magdalen College, Oxford. His 
loyally caused him to be deprived of his preferments during the Civil 
Wars, and at the Bestoralion he waa designed for Bishop of Worcester, 
bnt died before consecration, April S5Ch, 1660. His principal works are, 
his " Practical Catechism," and " A Paraphrase and Annotationa on the 
New Testament." 

' Dr. Thomas Fierce, for some years President of M^dalen College, 
Oxford. In his epitaph composed by himaelf he aaya, " Here lies all 
that was mortal, the outside, dust, and ashes of Thomas Pierce, D.D., 
once the President of a College in Oxford, at first the Hector of Bring- 
t/m-oum-Membrit, Canon of Ijncoln, and at last Dean of Sarum ; who 
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In the year 1636, hia Majesty, then in hie progreBB, took 
a fair occaBion to viBit Oxford, and to take an entertain- 
ment for two days for himself and honourahle attendants ; 
which the Reader ought to believe was suitable to their 
dignities. But this is mentioned, because at the King's 
coming thither, I>r. Sanderson did attend him, and was 
then — the 31st of August — created Doctor of IMvinity ; 
which honour had on addition to it, by having many of the 
Nobility of this nation then made Doctors and masters of 
Arts with him ; some of whose names shall be recorded and 
live with his, and none shall outlive it. rirst. Dr. Curie 
and Dr. Wren,' who were then Bishops of Winton and of 
Norwich, — and had formerly taken their degrees in Cam- 
brit^, were with him created Doctors of Divinity in his 
University. So was Meric,' the son of the learned Isaac 
Casaubon ; and Prince Rupert, who still lives, the then 
Duke of Lenox, Earl of Hereford, Earl of Essex, of Berk- 
shire, and very many others of noble birth — too many to be 
named — were then created Masters of Arts. 
Tell asleep in the Lord Jeaus [Mar. 23, an. 1691.] but in hope of an 
awake at the r«»urrection." 

' Dr. Matthew Wren, successively' Bishop of Heretcrd, Norwich, and 
Ely, died April 24, 1667, aged eighty-one years and upwards. He was 
disiingnished for his extraordinary attachment to Ihe royal cause, 
having suRpred an imprisonment for eighteen years with singular 
patience and m^nanimity. 

It should not be forgotten, that when Cromwell had repeatedly offered 
to release the Bishop, he refused to accept of the proffered boon, sayiagi 
"that he scorned to receiie his liberty from a tyrant and usurper.'' 
His life was kindly prolonged by I'rovidence, that as he hail scon the 
destrqction, so he might aho sec the happy reBtoration of his order. 

'Borna't Geneva on August 14, 1599, and educated at Christ Church, 
Onford, Archbishop Laud gave him the liring of Minsler, Kent, and a 
Prebend in the Cathedral of Canterbury. He suffered much in the ciiil 
wars, bnt at the Restoration he recovered bis preferments. Among his 
works are " A Treatise of Use and Custom," 1638," De Quatuor Linguis 
Corameotatio," 1650, " Of Credulity and Incredulity," 1668. He died 
on July 14. 1671. 
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Some years before the tmhappy Long Parliament, this 
nation being then happy and in peace, — though inwardly 
sick of being well, — namely, in the year 1639, a discon- 
tented party of the Scots Church were zealously restless 
for another reformation of their Kirk-goTemmeut ; and 
to that end created a new Covenant, for the general taking 
of which they pretended to petition the King for hia 
aasent, and that he would enjoin the taking of it by all 
of that nation. But this petition was not to be presented 
to him by a committee of eight or ten men of their frater- 
nity ; but by eo many thousands, and they so armed as 
Beemed to force an assent to what they seemed to request ; 
BO that though forbidden by the King, yet they entered 
England, and in the heat of zeal took and plundered 
Newcastle, where the King was forced to meet them with 
an army : but upon a treaty and some concessions, he sent 
them back,— though not so rich as they intended, yet, — 
for that time, without bloodshed. But, Oh ! this peace, 
and this Covenant, were but the fore-runners of ww, and 
the many miseries that followed ; for in the year following 
there were so many chosen into the Long Parliament, that 
were of a conjunct council with these very zealous and as 
factious reformers, as begot such a confusion hy the 
several desires and designs in many of the members of 
that Parliament, and at last in the very common people of 
this nation, that they were so lost by contrary designs, 
fears, and confusions, as to believe the Scots and their 
Covenant would restore them to their former tranquillity. 
And to that end the Presbyterian party of this nation did 
again, in the year 1643, invite the Scotch Covenanters 
back into England : and hither they came marchii^ with 
it gloriously upon their pikes and in their hats, with 
this motto : "For the Crown and Covenant of both King- 
doms." This I saw, and suffered by it. But when I look 
back upon the ruin of families, the bloodshed, the decay 
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of common honesty, and how the former piety and plain 
dealing of this qot sinful nation is turned into cruelty and 
cunning, I praise God that he prevented me from being of 
that party which helped to bring in this Covenant, and 
those sad confusions that have followed it. And I have 
be«n the holder to say this to myself, because in a sad dis- 
course with Pr. Sanderson, I heard him make the like 
grateful siclniowledgnient. 

This digression is intended for the better information of 
the reader in what will follow concerning Dr. Sanderson. 
And first, that the Covenanters of this nation, and their 
party in I^liament, made many exceptions against the 
Common Prayer and ceremonies of the Church and seemed 
restless for a Reformation : and though their desires 
seemed not reasonable to the King, and the learned Dr. 
Laud, then Archbishop of Canterbury ; yet, to quiet their 
consciences, and prevent future confusion, they did, in the 
year 1641, desire Dr. Sanderson to call two more of the 
Convocation to advise with him, and that he would then 
draw up some such safe alterations as he thought fit in 
the Service-book, and abate some of the ceremonies that 
were least material for satisfying their consciences : — and 
to this end they did meet tj^ether privately twice a week 
at the Dean of Westminster's' house, for the space of 
three months or more. But not long after that time, 
when Dr. Sanderson had made the reformation ready for 
a view, the Church and State were both fallen into such 
a confusion, that. Dr. Sanderson's model for reformation 
became then useless. Nevertheless, his reputation was 
such, that he was, in the year 1642, proposed by both 
Houses of Parliament to the Eing, then in Oxford, to be 
one of their trustees for the settling of Church-affairs, and 

' Dr. John Williams was th«n Dean of WestminsKr. U« held tbis 
Deanery in CommeixdaM during the whole time of hia b«ng Bishop of 
Lincoln, and likewise three years after his tranalBtion to Torlt. 
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was allowed of by the King to be so : but that treaty came 
to nothing. 

In the year 1643, the two Houses of Parliament toot 
upon them to make an ordinance, and call an Assembly of 
Divines, to debate and settle some Church -controversieB. 
of which many were very unfit to judge ; in which Dr. 
Sanderson was also named, but did not appear ; I suppose 
for the same reason that many other worthy and learned 
men did forbear, the summons wanting the King's au- 
thority. And here I must look back, and tell the Beader, 
that in the year 1612, he was, July 21st, named by a 
more undoubted authority to a more noble employment, 
which was to be Professor Begiua of Divinity in Oxford : 
but, though knowledge be said to puff up, yet his 
modesty and too mean an opinion of his great abilities, 
and some other real or pretended reasons, — expressed 
in his speech, when he first appeared ill the chair, and 
since printed, — kept him from entering into it till October, 
1646. 

■ He did, for about a year's time, continue to read his 
matchless Lectures, which were first de Juramenio, a point 
very difficult, and at that time very dangerous to be 
handled as it ought to be. But this learned man, as he 
was eminently furnished with abilities to satisfy the con- 
sciences of men upon that im,portant subject; so he 
wanted not court^ to assert the true obligation of Oaths 
in a degenerate age, when men had made perjury a main 
part of their religion. How much the learned world 
stands obl^ed to him for these, and his following Lectures 
de Conscientia, I shall not attempt to declare, ae being 
very sensible that the best pens must needs fall short in 
the commendation of them : so that I shall only add, that 
they continued to this day, and will do for ever, as a com- 
plete standard for the resolution of the most material 
doubts in Casuistical Divinity, And therefore I proceed 
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to tell the Reader, that about the time of his readii^ 
those Lectures, — the King being then prisoner in the lale 
of Wight,^the Parliament had sent the Covenant, the 
Negative Oath, and I know not what more, to be taken 
by the Doctor of the Chair, and all Heads of Houses ; 
and all other inferior Scholars, of what degree soever, were 
all to take these Oaths by a fixed day ; and those that 
did not, to abandon their College, and the University too, 
within twenty-four hours after the beating of a drum ; for 
if they remained longer, they were to be proceeded against 
as spies. 

Dr. Laud, then Archbishop of Canterbury, the Earl of 
Strafford, and many others, had been formerly murdered 
by this wicked Parliament ; but the King yet was not : 
and the University had yet some faint hopes that in a 
Treaty then in being, or pretended to be suddenly, there 
might be such an agreement made between King and 
Parliament, that the Dissenters in the University might 
both preserve their consciences and subsistence which they 
then enjoyed by their Colleges. 

And being possessed of this mistaken hope, that the 
Parliament were not yet grown so merciless as not to allow 
manifest reason for their not submitting to the enjoined 
Oaths, the University appointed twenty delegates to meet, 
consider, and draw up a Manifesto to the Parliament, why 
they could not take those oaths bnt by violation of their 
consciences: and of these delegates Dr. Sheldon,— late 
Archbishop of Canterbury,^Dr. Hammond, — Dr. Sander- 
son, — Dr. Morley,— *-now Bishop of Winchester, — and that 
most honest and as judicious Civil Lawyer, Dr. Zouch,' 

' Was boni at Ansdej-, in Willshire, in 1S90, be receiTed his educa- 
tion [n Willium of Wykehsm's Bobool, near Winchester; was matricu- 
lated in the University of Oxford in 1608, and admitted Fellow of New 
College in 1609. He took the degree of LL.B. June 30, I6N, and that 
of LL.D, April 8, 1619. He no sooner had obtained hia first d^ree 
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were a part ; the rest I cannot now name : but the whole 
number of the delegates requested I>r. Zouch to draw up 
the Law part, and give it to Dr. SanderBon : and he was 
requested to methodise and add what referred to reason 
and conscience, and put it into form. He yielded to their 
desire and did so. And then, after they had been read in 
a full Convocation, and allowed of, they were printed in 
Latin, that the Parliament's proceedings and the Univer- 
sity's BufEerings might be manifested to all nations: and 
the imposers of these oaths might repent, or answer them : 
but they were past the first ; and for the latter, I might 
swear they neither can, nor ever wiU. And these Beasons 
were also suddenly turned into English by Dr. Sanderson, 
that those of these three kingdoms might the better judge 
of the loyal party's sufferings. 

About this time the Independents — who were then grown 
to be the most powerful part of the army — had taken the 
King from a close to a more large imprisonment ; and, by 
their own. pretences to liberty of conscience, were obliged 
to allow somewhat of that to the King, who had, in the 
year 16i6, se^t for Dr. Sanderson, Dr. Hammond, Dr. 

than be became an Advocate ia Doctors Commons. Through the in- 
fluence, of his noble kinnman, who was then Lord of (be Cinque Ports, 
he waa elected, in 1620, a Burgess to serve in ParliamEnt for Hythe in 
Kent. In the same year he suiweeded Dr. John Budden as Professor of 
Civil Uw; and in 1625, he was appointed Principal of Aiban'a Hall. 
Though a, laymsii, he held the Prebend of Shipston, in the Cborch of 
Salisbury, which was then first annexed ta the Law ProteBsorshiji by 
Jtunea I. 

After the Restoration, Dr. Zouch, whose loyalty always remained un- 
impeauhed, hod (he honour of being named by the King, along with 
several other Commis^tioners, to restore the splendours and regulate the 
disorders of the University. He was re-instated in the Court of Admi- 
ralty ; and if he had lived he would doubtless have attained those higher 
digniUes in his profession, to which his integrity and great abilities 
entitled him. He died at his aparunetils in Doctors' CommoDs, London, 
March 1, 1660. 
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Sheldon, — the late Archbishop of Canterbury, — and Dr, 
Morley, — the now Bishop of Winchester, — to attend him, 
in order to advise with tbem, how far be might with a 
good conscience comply with the propoBala of the Farlia- 
ment for a peace in Church and State : but these, having 
been then denied him by the Preab jterian Parliament, were 
now allowed Mm by those in present power. And as those 
other Divines, so Dr. Sanderson gave bis attendance on bis 
Majesty also in the Isle of W^ht, preached there before 
him , and had in that attendance many, both public and 
private, conferences with bim, to his Majesty's great satis' 
faction. At which time he desired Dr. Sanderson, that, 
being the Parliament had proposed to him the abolishing 
of Episcopal Government in the Church, as inconsistent 
with Monarchy, that he would consider of it ; and declare 
his judgment. He undertook to do so, and did it ; but it 
might not be printed till our King's happy Restoration, 
and then it was. And at Dr. Sanderson's toking his leave 
of his Majesty in bis last attendance on him, the TTing re- 
quested him to betake himself to the writing Cases of Con- 
science for the good of posterity. To which his answer was, 
" That be was now grown old, and unfit to write Cases of 
Conscience." But the Eii^ was so bold with him as to 
say, " It was the simplest answer be ever heard from Dr. 
Sanderson ; for no young man was fit to be a judge, or 
write Cases of Conscience." And let me here take occasion 
to tell the Header this truth, not commonly known ; that in 
oue of these conferences this conscientious King told Dr. 
Sanderson, or one of tbem that then waited with him, 
" that the remembrance of two errors did much afflict bim; 
which were, bis assent to the Earl of Strafford's death, and 
the abohshing Episcopacy in Scotland ; and that if God 
ever restored bim to he in a peaceable possession of his 
Crovm, he would demonstrate his repentance by a public 
confession, and a voluntary penance," — I think barefoot — 
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from the Tower of Loudon, or Whitehall, to St. Paul's 
Church, aud desire the people to intercede with God for 
his pardon. I am sure one of them that told it roe hvea 
Btill, and will witnesB it. And it ought to be observed, 
that Dt. Sanderson's Lectures de Jnramenio were so ap- 
proved and valued by the King, that in this time of his 
imprisonment and solitude he translated them into exact 
English ; desiring Dr. Jnion.'^then Bishop of London, — 
I>r. Hammond, and Sir Thomas Herbert,' who then at- 

' Let it ever be remembered to the bonour of this FrelB.le, whom 
Cbeiiea I. wu wont to call " the giiod man," and ivhom be declared to 
be bis greatest comfort in his most afflictire sitUH,tIon, tbat he delivered 
his Benciments without disguise to the King, on the Bubjnct of Lord 
Strafford's fate, telling him plainly, tbat " he ought to do nothing with 
an unsatisfied conscience, upon any consideration in the world." His 
character is thus bettutifully pourtrayeii by Sir Henry Wotton, in a 
letter to the Qneen of Bohemia, " There is in him no tumour, no sour- 
ness, no distraction of thoughts ; but a quiet mind, a patient care, free 
access, mild and moilerate answers. To this I must add, a solid judg- 
ment, a sober plainness, and a most indubitable character of fidelitj' in 
his very lace ; so as there needs not much stndy to thiuli him both a 
good man' and a wise man." 

" This learned person went abroad in 1626, and spent four years in 
Tidting Asia and Africa, He again left England, and travelled over 
several parts of Europe. He afterwards joined tbe I'arliainent against 
Charles I., whom he was appointed to attend from the very beginning 
of his imprisonment to tbe time of his death. He shewed himself a most 
faithful servant to the King, whose real character he soon discovered (o 
be totally different from that which had been represented to him. In 
1660, Charles II. advanced him to the Dignity of a Baronet, by the 
name of Thomas Herbert of Tin terne, in Monmouthshire, '' for faitbfally 
serving bis royal father during the two last years of his life."- — -In 
16TB he published " Threnodia Carolina ; containing Memoirs of the two 
last Tears of the reign of King Charles I." This little work was 
reprinted in 1813, upon the opening the tomb of the royal martyr, by 
Mr. G. Nicoll of Pall Mall with a " sensible and seasonable Preface." 
Sir T. Herbert assisted Sir William Dugdale in compiling the third 
volume of his " Monasticon Anglicanum ; " and died at York his native 
place, 16Sa, leaving several MSS. to the public library at Oxford, and 
others to that of the Cathedral at York. 
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tended him,— to compare them with the original. The 
last still lives, and has declared it, with some other of that 
Slug's excellencies, in a letter under hia own hand, which 
was lately shewed me by Sir William Dugdale, King at 
Arms, The book was deseed to be put into the King's 
Library at St. Jankcs's ; but, I doubt, not now to be found 
there. I thought the honour of the Author and the Trans- 
lator to be both ao much concerned in this relation, that it 
ought not to be concealed from the Beader, and 'tis there- 
fore here inserted. 

I now return to Dr. Sanderson in the Chair in Oxford ; 
where they that complied not in taking the Covenant, 
Negative Oath, and Parliament Ordinance for Chtirch-dia- 
cipline and worship, were under a aad and daily apprehen- 
sion of expulsion : for the Visitors were daily expected, and 
both City and University full of soldiers, and a party of 
Presbyterian Divines, that were as greedy and ready to 
possess, as the ignorant and ill-natured Visitors were to 
eject the Diesentere out of their Colleges and Uvehhooda : 
but, notwithstanding. Dr. Sanderson did still continue to 
read his Lecture, and did, to the very faces of thoae Pres- 
byterian Divines and aoldiera, read with so much reason, 
and with a calm fortitude make such appUcations, aa, if 
they were not, they ought to have been ashamed, and 
begged pardon of Qod and him, and forborne to do what 
followed. But these thriving ainnera were hardened ; and, 
as the Visitors expelled the Orthodox, they, without scruple 
or shame, possessed themselves of their Collies ; so that, 
with the rest. Dr. Sanderson was in June, 1648, forced to 
pack up and be gone, and thank God he was not im- 
prisoued, as Dr. Sheldon, and Dr. Hammond^ and others 
then were. 

I must now again look back to Oxford, and tell my 
Reader, that the year before this expulaion, when the 
University had denied this Bubscriptiou, and apprehended 



D.3l.za..y Google 



866 THE LIFE OF 

the danger of tbat TiBitatiou which followed, they sent Dr. 
Morley, then Canon of Christ-Church, — now Lord Bishop 
of Winchester, — and others, to petition the Parliament for 
recalling the injunction, or a mitigation of it, or accept of 
their reasons why they could not take the Oaths enjoined 
them ; and the petition was by Parliament referred to a 
committee to hear and report the reasons to the House, 
and a day set for hearing them. This done. Dr. Morley 
and the rest went to inform and fee Coimael, to plead their 
cause on the day appointed ; but there had been so many 
committed for pleading, that none durst undertake it ; for 
at this time the privileges of that I^liament were become 
a Noli me iangere, as sacred and useful to them, as tradi- 
tions ever were, or are now, to the Church of Kome ; their 
number must never be known, and therefore not without 
danger to he meddled with. For which reason Dr. Morley 
was forced, for want of Counsel, to plead the University's 
Beasons for non-compliance with the Parliament's injunc- 
tions : and though this was done with great reason, and a 
boldness equal to the justice of his cause ; yet the effect of 
it was, but that he and the rest appearing with him were 
so fortunate, as to return to Oxford without commitment- 
Thia was some few days before the Visitors and more sol- 
diers were sent down to drive the Dissenters out of the 
University. And one that was, at this time of Dr. Morley's 
pleading, a powerful man in the Parliament,' and of that 
committee, observing Dr, Morley's behaviour and reason, 
and inquiring of him and hearing a good report of his 
morals, was therefore willing to afford him a peculiar 
favour ; and, that he might express it, sent for me that 
relate this story, and knew Dr. Morley well, and told me, 
" he had such a love for Dr. Morley, that knowing he 
would not take the Oaths, and must therefore he ejected 

' Thifl is supposed to have bean Mr. Swinfen, an anccBtor (on the 
female aide) of the l«te Earl St. Vincent, w. d. 



D.3l.za..y Google 



DE. ROBERT SANDERSON. 367 

his College, and leave Oxford ; he desired I ironld there* 
fore write to him to ride out of Oxford, when the Visitors 
came into it, and not return till they left it, and he should 
be sure then to return in safety ; and that he should, with- 
out taking any Oath or other molestation, enjoy his Canon's 
place in his College." I did receive this intended kindness 
■with a sudden gladness, because I was sure the party had 
a power, and as sure he meant to perform it, and did there- 
fore write the Doctor word : and his answer was, that I 
must not fail to return my friend, — who still lives — bis 
humble and undissembled thanks, though he could not 
accept of his intended kindness ; for when the Dean, Dr. 
Gardner, Dr. Paine, Dr. Hammond, Dr. Sanderson and 
all the rest of the College, were turned out, except Dr. 
Wall,' he should take it to be, if not a sin, yet a shame, to 
be left behind with him only. Dr. Wall I knew, and will 
speak nothing of him, for he is dead. 

It may easily be imagined, with what a joyful willing- 
ness these self-loving reformers took possession of all vacant 
preferments, and with what reluctance others parted with 
their beloved Collies and subsistence: but their con- 
sciences were dearer than their subsistence, and out they 
I went; the reformers possessing them without shame or 
I scruple : where I leave these scruplemongers, and make an 
account of the then present affairs of London, to be the 
next employment of my Header's patience. 

And in London all the Bishops' bouses were turned to 
be prisons, and they filled with Divines, that would not 
> Thej were alt, except Dr. Wall, Reeled in 1B47, Dr. Samuel Fell 
died of grief, the day be wbb mode acquainted with the murder of 
Charles I., viz. on Feb. 1, ie4S'9. Dr. Gardner, Canon of the third 
stall, liTed to be restored, and died in 1670. Dr. Paine, Canon of the 
fourth stall, died during the rebellion. Dr. Hammond, Sub-dean und 
Canon of the second stall, died in 1660. As for Dr. Wall, Canon of the 
Eerenth stall, he conformed no doubt to the measures of the Visitors. 
He died posaessed of it in 1666. 
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take the Goveiiajit, or forbear reading Common Prajer, or 
that were accused for aome faults hke these, .For it maj 
be noted, that about this time the Parliament set out a 
proclamation, to encourage all laymen that had occasion to 
complain of their Ministers for being troublesome or scan- 
dalous, or that conformed not to Orders of Parliament, to 
make their complaint to a committee for that purpose ; and 
the Minister, though a hundred miles from London, should 
appear there, and give satisfaction, or be sequestered ;— 
and jou may be sure no Parish could want a covetous, or 
mahdouB, or cros^raiued complaint ; — by which means all 
prisons in London, and in some other places, became the 
sad habitations of conforming Divines. 

And about this time the Bishop of Canterbury having 
been by an unknown law condemned to die, and the execu- 
tion suspended for some days, many of the malicious 
citizens, fearing his pardon, shut up their shops, professing 
not to open them till justice was executed, This malice 
and madness is scarce credible ; but I saw it. 

The Bishops had been voted out of the House of Parlia- 
ment, and some upon that occasion sent to the Tower: 
which made many Covenanters rejoice, and believe Mr. 
Brightman ' — who probably was a good and well-meaning 
man — to be inspired in his " Comment on the Apocalypse," 
an abridgment of which was now printed, and called Mr. 
Brightman's " Revelation of the Eevelation." And though 
he was grossly mistaken in other things, yet, because he 
had made the Churches of Geneva and Scotland, which had 

' Mr. Tho]nas Bnghtman, born aC Nottingham, and educated al 
Queen's College in Cambridge, was B«clor of Hawnea in Bedfordshire. 
He died Buddenl? Aug. 2*, 1G07. 

Mr. Thcimaa Cartwright, tbe noted Puritan, in allusion to the name 
of Mr. BrigbCman, utuBidere him as full of illaminatiOD as "& bright 
star in the Chnrch of God." Though no favourahk opinion con be 
entertained of his writings, jet the acknowledged innocence of his life 
and conversation entitles hira to every eJ 
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no Bishops, to be Philadelphia in the Apocalypse, the 
Ai^el that God loved ; Rev. iii, 7-13, and the power of 
Prelacy to be Antichrist, the evil Angel, which the House 
of Commons had now so spewed up, as never to recover 
their dignity; therefore did those Covenanters approve 
and applaud Mr. Brightman for discovering eind foretelling 
f the Bishops' downfal ; ao that they both railed at them, 
] and rejoiced to buy good pennyworths of their land, which 
their friends of the House of Gommona did afford them, as 
1 a reward of their diligent assistance to pull them down. 

And the Bishops' power being now vacated, the common 
people were made so happy, as every Pariah might choose 
their own Miniater, and tell him when he did, and when he 
did not, preach true doctrine : and by this and like means, 
several Churches had several teachers, that prayed and 
preached for and against one another: and engaged their 
hearers to contend furiously for truths which they under- 
stood not ; some of which I shall mention in the discourse 
that followa. 

I have heard of two men, that in their discoarae under- 
took to give a character of a third person : and one con- 
cluded he was a very honest man, " for he was beholden to 
him ; " and the other, that he was not, " for he was not 
beholden to him." And something like this was in the 
designs both of the Covenanters and Independents, the last 
of which were now grown both as numerous and as powerful 
as the former : for though they differed much in many 
principles, and preached gainst each other, one making it 
a sign of being in the state of grace, if we were but zealous 
for the Covenant ; and the other, that we ought to buy and 
sell by a measure, and to allow the same liberty of con- 
science to others, which we by Scripture claim to ourselves ; 
and therefore not to force any to swear the Covenant con- 
trary to their consciences, and lose both their livings and 
liberties too. Though these differed thus in their conclu- 
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aions, yet thej both it^reeA in their practice to preach 
down Common Prayer, and get into the best sequestered 
livings; and whatever became of the true owners, their 
wives and children, yet to continue in them without the 
least scruple of conscience. 

They also made other strange observations of Election, 
Eeprobation, and Free Will, and the other points dependent 
upon these ; such as the wisest of the common people were 
not fit to judge of ; I am sure I am not : though I must men- 
tion some of them historically in a more proper place, when 
I have brought my Beader with me to Dr. Sanderson at 
Boothby Pannell. 

And in the way thither I must tell him, that a very 
Covenanter, and a Scot too, that came into England with 
this unhappy Covenant, was got into a good sequestered 
living by the help of a Presbyterian Parish, which had got 
the true owner out. And this Scotch Presbyterian, being 
well settled in this good living, began to reform the Chnrch- 
yard, by cutting down a lai^ yew-tree, and some other 
trees that were an ornament to the place, and very often a 
shelter to the parishioners ; who, excepting against him for 
80 doing, were answered, "That the trees were his, and 
'twaa lawful for every man to use his own, as he, and not as 
they thought fit." I have heard, but do not affirm it, that 
no action lies gainst him that is so wicked as to steal the 
winding-sheet of a dead body after it is buried ; and have 
beard the reason to be, because none were supjwsed to be 
HO void of humanity ; and that such a law would vilify that 
nation that would but suppose so vile a man to be bom in 
it : nor would one suppose any man to do what this Cove- 
nanter did. And whether there were any law gainst him, 
I know not ; but pity the Parish the less for turning out 
their legal Minister. 

We have now overtaken Dr. Sanderson at Boothby 
Parish, where he hoped to enjoy himself, though in a 
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poor, yet in a quiet and desired privacy ; but it proved 
otherwise : for all comers of the nation were filled with 
Covenantera, amf uaion, Committee-men, and soldiers, serv- 
ing ea«h other to their several ends, of revenge, or power, 
or profit ; and these Committee-men and soldiers were 
most of them so possessed with this Covenant, that they 
became like those that were infected with that dreadful 
Plague of Athens ; the plague of which Plague was, that 
they by it became maliciously restless to get into company, 
and to joy, — so the Historian saith, — when they had in- 
fected others, even those of their most beloved or nearest 
friends or relations : ' and though there might be some of 
these Covenanters that were beguiled and meant well ; yet 
such were the generahty of them, and temper of the times, 
that you may be sure Dr. Sanderson, who though quiet and 
harmless, yet an eminent dissenter from them, could not 
live peaceably ; nor did he : for the soldiers .would appear, 
and visibly disturb him in the Chureb when he read 
prayers, pretending to advise him how Qod was to be 
served most acceptably ; which he not approving, but con- 
tinuing to observe order and decent behaviour in reading 
the Church- service, they forced Ms book from him, and tore 
it, expecting extemporary prayers. 

At this time he was advised by a Parliament man of 
power and note, that valued and loved him much, not to 
be strict in reading all the Comm.on Prayer, but make some 
little variation, especially if the soldiers came to watch him ; 
for then it might not be in the power of him and his other 
friends to secure him from takii^ the Covenant, or Seques- 
tration : for which reasons he did vary somewhat from the 
strict rules of the Rubric. I will set down the very words 
of confession which he used, as I have it under hia own 



' Hottest Walton rather overstates (he case. ThuejdidtH simply says 
that attendance on the sick promoted the spread of the pestilence. 
(Ijb. II. c. SI.) w. D. 
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Iiand; and tell the Reader, that all hia other Tariations 
were as little, and much like to this. 



HIS CONFESSION. 

" Almighty God and merciful Father, we, thy unworthy 
Berrants, do with shame and sorrow confess, that we have 
all our life long gone astray out of thy ways like lost sheep ; 
and that, by following too much the vain devices and desires 
ot oiir own hearts, we have grievously offended against thy 
holy laws, both in thought, word, and deed ; we have many 
times left undone those good duties which we m^ht and 
ought to have done ; and we have many times done those 
evils, when we might have avoided them, which we ought 
not to have done. We confess, Lord ! that there is no 
health at all, nor help in any creature to reheve us ; but 
all our hope is in thy mercy, whoae justice we have by 
our sins so far provoked. Have mercy therefore upon us, 
O Lord ! have mercy upon us miserable offenders : spare 
us, good God, who confess our faults, that we perish not ; 
but, according to thy gracious promises declared unto man- 
kind in Christ Jesus our Lord, restore us upon our true 
repentance into thy grace and favour. And grant, O most 
merciful Father ! for his sake, that we henceforth study to 
serve and please thee by leading a godly, righteous, and a 
sober life, to the glory of thy holy name, and the eternal 
comfort of our own souls, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 



In these disturbances of tearing his service-book, a 
neighbour came on a Sunday, after the Evening service 
was ended, to visit and condole with him for the affront 
offered by the soldiers. To whom he spake with a com- 
posed patience, and said ; " God hath restored me to my 
desired privacy, with my wife and children ; where I hoped 
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to have met with quietness, ajid it proves not so : but I 
will labour to be pleased, because God, on whom I de- 
pend, sees it is not fit for me to be quiet, I praise him, 
that he hath bj his grace prevented me from making 
shipwreck of a good conscience to maintain me in a pla«e 
of great reputation and profit : and though my condition 
be Buch, that I need the last, yet I submit ; for God did 
not send me into this world to do my own, but Buffer his 
jWill and I will obey it." Thus by a sublime depending 
Ion his wiBe, and powerful, and pitiful Creator, he did 
Icheerfully submit to what God hath appointed, justifying 
(the truth of that doctrine which he had preached. 

About this time that excellent book of "The King's 
Meditations in his Solitude " was printed, and made public ; 
and Dr. Sanderson was such a lover of the Author, and so 
desirous that the whole world should see the character of 
of him in that book, and Bomethii^ of the cause for which 
they suffered, that he designed to turn it into liitin ; but 
. when he had done half of it most excellently, his friend 
Dr. Earle prevented him, by appearing to have done the 
whole very well before him. 

About this time his dear and most intimate friend, the 
learned Dr. Hammond, came to enjoy a conversation and 
rest with him for some days ; and did so. And having 
formerly persuaded him to trust his excellent memory, 
and not read, but try to speak a sermon as he had writ it. 
Dr. Sanderson became so compliant, as to promise he 
would. And to that end they two went early the Sunday 
following to a neighbour Minister, and requested to ex- 
change a fcermon ; and they did so. And at Dr. Sander- 
son's going into the pulpit, he gave his sermon — which was 
a very short one — into the hand «i Dr. Hammond, intend; 
ing to preach it as it was writ : but before he had preached 
a third part. Dr. Hammond, — looking on his sermon as 
written — observed him to be out, and so lost as to the 
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matter, that tie also became afraid for him : for 'twae dis- 
cernible to many of the plain auditory. But when he had 
ended this short sermou, aa they two walked homeward, 
Dr. Sanderson said with much eameatness, " Good Doctor, 
give me my sermon ; and know, that neither you nor any 
man living, shall ever persuade me to preach again without 
my books," To which the reply was, " Good Doctor, be 



not angry : for if I ever persuade you to preach again 
without book, I will give you leave to bum all those that 
I ajn master of." 

Part of the occasion of Dr. Hammond's visit, was at 
this time to discourso with Dr. Sanderson about some 
opinions, in which, if they did not then, they had doubtless 
differed formerly ; it was about those knotty points, which 
are by the learned called the Quinquarticular Controversy ; 
of which I shall proceed, not to give any judgment, — I 
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pretend not to that, — but some short historical account 
which shall follow. 

There had been, since the unhappy Covenant was 
broiight and so generally taken in England, a bberty given 
or taken by many Preachers — those of London especially 
— to prea«h and be too positive in the points of Universal 
Redemption, Predestination, and those other depending 
upon these. Some of which preached, " That all men 
were, before they came into this world, so predestinated to 
salvation or damnation, that it was not in their power to 
ain so, as to lose the first, nor by their most diligent en- 
deavour to avoid the latter. Others, that it was not so; 
because then Qod could not be said to grieve for the death 
of a sinner, when he himseU had made him so by an in- 
evitable decree, before he had so much as a being in this 
world ;" affirming therefore, " that man had some power 
left him to do the will of God, because be was advised to 
work out his salvation with fear and trembling ;" main- 
taining, " that it is most certain every man can do what 
he can to be saved ;" and that " he that does what he can 
to be saved, shall never be damned." And yet many that 
affirmed this would confess, " That that grace, which is 
but a persuasive offer, and left to us to receive, or refuse, 
is not that grace which shall brii^ men to Heaven." 
Which truths, or untruths, or both, be they which they 
will, did upon these, or the like occasions, come to be 
searched into, and charitably debated betwiit Dr. Sander- 
son, Dr. Hammond, and Dr, Pierce, — the now Eeverend 
Dean of Salisbury, — of which I shall proceed to give some 
account, but briefly. 

In the year 1648, the fifty-two London Ministers — then 
a fraternity of Siou College in that City — had in a printed 
Declaration aspersed Dr. Hammond most heinously, for 
that he had in his Practical Catechism afSrmed, that our 
Saviour died for the sins of all mankind. To justify which 
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truth, he preaently makes a chftritable reply — as 'tis now 
printed in his ■works. — After which there were many letters 
passed betwixt the said Dr. Hammond, I>r. Sanderson and 
J>r. Pierce, concerning God's grace and decrees. Dr. San- 
derson was with much unwilluigness drawn into this de- 
bate ; for he declared it would prove ujieasy to him, who 
in his judgment of God's decrees differed with Dr. Ham- 
mond, — whom he reverenced and loved dearly, — and would 
not therefore engage him into a controversy, of which he 
could never hope to see an end : but they did all enter into 
a charitable disquisition of these said points in several 
letters, to the full satisfaction of the learned ; those be- 
twixt Dr. Sanderson and Dr. Hammond being printed in his 
works ; and for what passed betwixt liim and the learned 
Dr. Pierce, I refer my Reader to a Iietter annexed to the 
end of this relation. 

I t. hinV the judgment of Dr. Sanderson, was, by th^e 
debates, altered from what it was at his entrance into 
them ; for in the year 1632, when his excellent Sermons 
were first printed in quarto, the Eeader may on the mai^in 
find some accusation of Arminius for false doctrine ; and find 
that, upon a review and reprinting those Sermons in folio, 
in the year 1657, that accusation of Arminius is omitted. 
And the change of his judgment seems more fully to 
appear in Ha said letter to Dr. Pierce. And let me now 
tell the Reader, which may seem to be perplexed with 
these several affirmations of Qod's decrees before men- 
tioned, that Dr. Hammond, in a postscript to the last 
letter of Dr. Sanderson's, says, "God can reconcile his own 
contradictions, and therefore advises all men, as the 
Apostle does, to study mortification, and be wise to so- 
briety." And let me add farther, that if these fifty-two 
Ministers of Sion Collie were the occasion of the debates 
in these letters, they hare, I think, been the occasion of 
giving an end to the Quinquartiuular Controversy: for 
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notte have since undertaken to aay more ; but aeem to be 
BO wiee, as to be content to be ignorant of the rest, till 
they come to that pla«e, where the secrets of all hearts 
shall be laid open. And let me here tell the Eeader also, 
that if the rest of mankind would, as Dr. Sanderson, not 
conceal their alteration of judgment, but confess it to the 
honour of God and themselves, then our nation would 
become freer from pertinacious disputes, and fuller of re- 
cantations. 

I cannot lead my Beader to Dr. Hammond and Dr. San- 
derson, where we left them at Boothby Pannel, till I have 
looked back to the Loi^ Parliament, the Society of Cove- 
nanters in Sion College, and those others scattered up and 
down in London, and given some account of their proceed- 
ings and usage of the late learned Dr. Laud, then Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. And though I will forbear to men- 
tion tiie injustice of his death, and the barbarous usage of 
him, both then and before it ; yet my desire is that what 
follows may be noted, because it does now, or may here- 
after, concern us ; namely, that in his last sad sermon on 
the scaffold at his death, he having freely pardoned all his ' 
enemies, and humbly be^ed of God to pardon them, and 
besought those present to pardon and pray for him ; yet 
he seemed to accuse the magistrates of the City, for sufEer- 
ing a sort of wretched people, that could not know why he 
was condemned, to go visibly up and down to gather hands 
to a petition, that the Parliament would hasten his execu- 
tion. And having declared how unjustly he thought him- 
self to be condemned, and accused for endeavouring to 
bring in Popery, — for that was one of the accusations for 
which he died, — he declared with saduess, "That the 
several sects and divisions then in England — which he had 
laboured to prevent,-— were like to bring the Pope a far 
greater harvest, than he could ever have expected vrithout 
them." And said, " These secte and divisions introduce 
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profanenesB under the cloak of an imaginary Keligion ; 
and that we have lost the substance of Religion by chang- 
ing it into opinion : and that by these means this Church, 
which all the Jesuit'e machinations could not ruin, was 
fallen into apparent danger by those which were his ac- 
cusers." To this purpose he spoke at his death : for this, 
and more of which, the Reader may view hia last sad ser- 
mon on the scaffold. And it is here mentioned, because 
his dear friend, I>r. Sanderson, seems to demonstrate the 
same in his two large and remarkable Prefaces before his 
two volumes of Sermons ; and he Beems also with much 
sorrow to say the same again in his last Will, made when 
he apprehended himself to be very near his death. And 
these Covenanters ought to take notice of it, and to remem- 
ber, that, by the late wicked war b^un by them, Dr. Sander- 
son waseject^d out of the Professor's Chair in Oxford ; and 
that if he had continued in it, — for he lived fourteen years 
after,- — both the learned of this, and other oatious, had 
been made happy by many remarkable Cases of Co nscience, 
so rationally stated, and so briefly, so clearly, and so con- 
vincingly determined, that posterity might have joyed ami 
boasted, that Dr. Sanderson was bom in this nation, for 
the ease and benefit of all the learned that shall be bom 
after him : but this benefit is so like time past, that they 
are both irrecoverably lost. 

I should now return to Boothby Pannell, where we left 
Dr. Hammond and Dr. Sanderson together; but neither 
can be found there : for the first was in hia journey to 
Xiondon, and the second seized upon the day after his 
friend's departure, and carried prisoner to Lincoln, then a 
garrison of the Parhament's. For the pretended reason 
of which commitment, I shall give this following account. 

There was one Mr. Clarke, the Minister of Alington, a 
town not many miles from Boothby Pannell, who was an 
active man for the Parliament and Covenant; one that. 
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when Belvoir Castle — then n garrison for the Parliament 
— wae taken by a party of the King's soldiers, was l«,ken 
in it, and made a prisoner of war in Newark, then a garri- 
Bon of the Eii^'s ; a man so active and useful for hia party, 
that they became so much concerned for his enlargement, 
that the Committee of Lincoln sent a troop of horse to 
seize and bring Dr. Sanderson a prisoner to that garrison; 
and they did so. And there he had the happiness to meet 
with many, that knew him bo well as to treat him kindly ; 
but told him, " He must continue their prisoner, till he 
should purchase his own enlargement by procuring an ex- 
change for Mr. Clarke, then prisoner in the King's garrison 
of Newark." There were many reasons given by the Doc- 
tor of the injustice of his imprisonment, and the inequality 
of the enchauge : but all were ineffectual ; for done it must 
be, or he continue a prisoner. And in time done it was, 
upon the following conditions. 

First, that Dr. Sanderson and Mr. Clarke being ex- 
changed, should live undisturbed at their own Parishes ; 
and if either were injured by the soldiers of the contrary 
party, the other, having notice of it, should procure him a 
redress, by having satisfaction made for hie loss, or for 
any other injury ; or if not, he to be used in the same 
kind by the other party. Nevertheless, Dr. Sanderson 
could neither live safe nor quietly, being several times 
plundered, and once wounded in three places ; but he, 
apprehending the remedy might turn to a more intolerable 
burden by impatience or complaining, forbore both ; and 
possessed his soul in a contented quietness, without the 
least repinii^. But though he could not enjoy the safety 
( be expected by this exchange, yet, by His providence that 
can bring good out of evil, it turned so much to his advan- 
tage, that whereas as hia living had been sequestered from 
the year 1644, and continued to be so till this time of his 
imprisonment, he, by the Articles of War in this exchange 
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for Mr. Clarke, procured hia Beqoestration to be recalled, 
and by that means enjoyed a poor, but contented subsis- 
tence for himself, wife, and children, till the happy resto- 
ration of our King and Church. 

In this time of his poor, but contented privacy of life, 
his casuistical learning, peaceful moderation, and sincerity, 
became so remarkable, that there were many that applied 
themselres to Tiim for resolution in cases of conscience; 
some known to him, many not; some requiring satisfac- 
tion by conference, others by letters ; so many, that his 
life became almost as restless as their minds ; yet he denied 
no man : and if it be a truth which holy Mr. Herbert sara, 
" That all worldly joys seem less, when compared with 
shewing mercy or doing kindnesses ; " then doubtless Dr. 
Sanderson might have boasted for relieving so many rest- 
less and woiinded consciences ; which, as Solomon says, 
" are a burden that none can 'bear, though their fortitude 
may sustain their other infirmities ; " and if words cannot 
express the joy of a conscience reUeved from such restless 
agonies ; then Dr. Sanderson might rejoice that so manj 
were by him so clearly and conscientiously satisfied, for he 
denied none, and would often praise God for that abihtr, 
and as often for the occasion, and that God had inclined 
his heart to do it to the meanest of any of those poor, but 
precious souls, for which his Saviour vouchsafed to bf 
crucified. 

Some of these veiy many cases that were resolved br 
letters, have been preserved and printed for the benefit of 
posterity ; as namely, 

1. Of the Sahhath. 

2. Marryirig wUh. a Recvsami. 

3. Of unlawful love. 
4:. Of a military life. 
5. Of Scandal. 
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6. Of a. bond taken in the King's name. 

7. Of the Engagement. 

8. Of a rash vote. 

But many more remain is private hande, of which one i» 
of Simonj ; and I wisli the world might see it, that it 
might undeceive some Patrons; who thini they have dis- 
chai^ed that great and dangeruuB trust, both to God and 
man, if they take no money for a living, though it may be 
parted with for other ends less justifiable. 

And in this time of his retirement, when the common 
people were amazed and grown giddy by tjie many false- 
hoods, and misapplications of truths frequently vented in 
sermons ; when they wrested the Scripture by challenging 
G«d to be of their party, and called upon him in their 
prayers to patronize their sacrilege and zealous frenzies; 
in this time he did so compassionate the generality of this 
misled nation, that though the times threatened danger, 
yet, he then hazarded his safety by writing the lai^ and 
bold Preface now extant before his last twenty Sermons ; 
— first printed in the year 1655 ; — ^in which there was such 
strength of reason, with so powerful and clear convincing 
apphcations made to the Non- conformists, as being read by 
one of those dissenting brethren, who was possessed witJi 
such a spirit of contradiction, as being neither able to de- 
fend his error, nor yield to truth manifest, — his conscience 
having slept long and quietly in a good sequestered living, 
— waa yet at the reading of it so awakened, that after a 
conflict with the reason he had met, and the dam^e he 
was to sustain if he consented to it, — and being still un- 
willing to be so convinced, as to lose by being over- 
reasoned, — he went in haste to the bookseller of whom 
it was bought, threatoned him, and told him in anger, 
" he had sold a book in which there was false Divinity ; 
and that the Preface had upbraided the Parliament, aiid 
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many godly MinieteFa of that party, for unjust dealing." 
To which his reply was, — 'twas Tim. Garthwaite, — " That 
'twas aot his trade to ju<^ of true or false Divinity, hut 
to print and sell books : and yet if he, or any tiiend of his, 
would write an answer to it, and own it by setting his name to 
it, he would print the Answer, and promote the selling of it." 
About the time of hie printing this excellent Preface, I 
met him accidentally in London, in sad-coloured clothes, 
and, God knows far from being costly. The place of our 
meeting was near to Little Britain, where he had been to 
buy a book, which he then had in his hand. We had no 
inclination to part presently, and therefore turned to stand 
in a comer under a pent-houae, — for it b^an to rain, — and 
immediately the wind rose, and the rain increased so much, 
that both became so inconvenient, as to force us into a 
cleanly house, where we had bread, cheese, ale, and a fire 
for our money. This rain and wind were so obliging U> 
me, as to force our stay there for at least an hour, to my 
great content and advantage ; for in that time he made to 
me many useful observations, vrith much cleamese and con- 
scientious freedom. I shall relate a part of them, in hope 
they may also turn to the advantage of my Beader. He 
seemed to lament, that the Parliament had taken upon 
them to abolish our Ijtui^y, to the scandal of so many 
devout and learned men, and the disgrace of those many 
martyrs, vrho had sealed the truth and use of it with their 
blood : and that no Minister was now thought godly that 
did not decry it, and at least pretend to make better 
prayers ex tempore : and that they, and only they, that 
could do so, prayed by the Spirit, and were godly ; though 
in their sermons they disputed, and evidently contradicted 
each other in their prayers. And as he did dislike this, bo 
he did most highly commend the Common Prayer of the 
Church, saying, "the Collects were the most passionate, 
proper, and moat el^ant expressions that any language 
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ever afforded ; and that there wa^ in them Buch piety, and 
80 interwoven irith iastnictionH, that they taught hb to 
know the power, the wisdom, the majesty, and mercy of 
God, and much of our duty both to him and our neighbour ; 
and that a congregation, behaving themselveB reverently, and 
patting up to Ck)d these joint and known desires for pardon 
of Bins, and praises for mercies received, could not but be 
more pleasii^ to Ood, than those raw, unpremeditated ex- 
pressions, to which many of the hearers could not say. Amen." 
And he then commended to me the frequent use of the 
Psalter, or Psalms of David ; speaking to this purpose : 
" Tiiat they were the Treasury of Christian comfort, fitted 
for all peraons and necessities ; able to raise the soul from 
dejection by the frequent mention of God's mercies to le- 
pentant sinners ; to stir up holy desires : to increase joy ; to 
moderate sorrow ; to nourish hope, and teaeh ua patience, by 
waiting Gfod'a leisure; to beget a trust in the mercy, power, 
and providence of our Creator ; and to cause a resignation of 
ourselves to his will ; and then, and not till then, to beheve 
ourselves happy." This, he said, the Liturgy and Psalms 
taughtUB; andthatbythefrequentuseofthelast, they would 
not only prove to lie our soul's comfort, but would become 
BO habitual, as to transform them into the Image of bis 
Boul that composed them. After this manner he eipressed 
himself concerning the Litui^ and Psalms ; and seemed to 
lament that this, which was the devotion of the more primi- 
tive times, should in common pulpits be turned into need- 
less debates about Freewill, Election, and Reprobation, of 
which, and many like questions, we may be safely ignorant, 
because Almighty God intends not to lead us to Heaven by 
hard questions, but by meekness and charity, and a frequent 
practice of devotion. 

And he seemed to lament very much, that, by the means 
of irregular and indiscreet preaching, the generality of the 
nation were possessed with such dangerous mistakes, as to 
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think, " they might be religiouB first, and then just and 
merciful; that they might sell their consciences, and yet 
have something left that was worth keeping ; that they 
might be sure they were elected, though their lives were 
visibly acandalous ; that to be cunning mas to be wise ; 
that to be rich was to be happy, though their wealth was 
got without juHtice or mercy ; that to be busy in things 
they understood not, was no sin.". These and the like mis- 
takes he lamented much, and besought Qod to remove them, 
and restore ua to that humility, sincerity, and singlehearted- 
ness, with which this nation was blessed before the un- 
happy Covenant was brought into the nation, and every man 
preached and prayed what seemed best in his own eyes. 
And he then said to me, " That the way to restore this 
nation to a more meek and Christian temper, was to have 
the body of Mvinity — or so much of it as was needful to 
be known — to be put into fifty-two Homilies or Secmons, 
of such a length as not to exceed a third, or fourth part of 
an hour's reading : and these needful points, to be made so 
clear and plain, that those of a mean capacity might know 
what was necessary to be believed, and what God requires 
to be done ; and then some applications of trial and con- 
viction : and these to be read every Sunday of the year, as 
infallibly as the blood circulates the body; and then as 
certainly b^fun again, and continued the year foDowing : 
and that this being done, it might probably abate the inor- 
dinate desires of knowing what we need not, and practising 
what we know and ov^ht to do." This was the earnest 
desire of this prudent man. And Oh that Dr. Sanderson 
had undertaken it ! for then in all probabihty it would 
have proved effectual. 

At this happy time of enjoying his company and his 
discourse, he expressed a sorrow by saying to me, " Oh that 
I had gone Chaplain to that excellently accomplished gen- 
tleman, your friend, Sir Henry Wotton ! which was once 
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intended, when he first went Aubaeeador to the State o£ 
Venice : for by that employment I had been forced into a 
necessity of conversing, not with him only, but with several 
men of several nations ; and might thereby have kept my- 
aeK from my unmanly bashfulness, which has proved very 
troublesome, and not less inconvenient to me ; and which I 
now fear is become so habituaJ as never to leave me ; and 
by that means I might also have known, or at least have 
had the satisfaction of seeing, one of the lat« miracles of 
general learning, prudence, and modesty, Sir Henry 
Wottons'a dear friend. Padre Paulo, who, the author of 
his life says, was bom with a bashfulness as invincible as 
I have found my own to l>e : a man whose fame must never 
die, till virtue and learning shall become so useless as not 
to be regarded." 

This was a part of the benefit I then had by that hour's 
conversation : and I gladly remember and mention it, as an 
argument of my happiness, and his great humiUty and 
condescension. I had also a like advanta^ by another 
happy conference with him, which I am desirous to impart 
in this place to the Beader. He lamented much, that in 
many Parishes, where the maintenance was not great, 
there was no Minister to ofiiciate ; and that many of the 
best sequestered livings were possessed with auch rigid 
Covenanters as denied the Sacrament to their Parishioners, 
unless upon such conditions, and in such a manner, as they 
could not take it. This he mentioned with much sorrow, 
sayii^, " The blessed Sacrament did, by way of prepara- 
tion for it, give occasion to all conscientious receivers to 
examine the performance of their vows, since they received 
their last seal for the pardon of their sins past ; and to es- 
amiue and re-search their hearts, and make penitent refiec- 
tions on their failings ; and, that done, to bewail them, and 
then make new vows or resolutions to obey all Qod'a com- 
mands, amd beg his grace to perform them. And this 
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done, the Sacrament repairs the decays of grace, helps ua 
to conquer infirmitieB, gives us grace to beg God's grace, 
and then gives ua what we beg ; mates ub still hunger and 
thirst after hia righteousness, which we then receive, and 
and beii^ assisted with our endeavours, will still so dwell 
in us, as to become our satisfaction in this life, and our 
comfort on our last aick beda." The want of this blessed 
benefit he lamented much, and pitied their condition that 
desired, but could not obtain it. 

I hope I shall not disoblige my Beader, if I here enlai^ 
into a further character of his person and temper. As 
first, that he was moderately tall : his behaviour had in it 
much of a plain comebness, and very little, yet enough, of 
ceremony or courtship ; bis looks and motion manifested 
affability and mildness, and yet he bad with these a calm, 
but 80 matchlesB a fortitude, as secured him from comply- 
ing with any of those many Parliament injunctions, that 
interfered with a doubtful conscience. His learning was 
methodical and exact, bis wisdom useful, his int^;rity 
visible, and bis whole life so unspotted, that all ought to 
be preserved as copies for posterity to write after; the 
Clergy especially, who with impure bands ought not to 
offer sacrifice to that God, whose pure eyes abhor iniquity. 

There was in his Sermons no improper rhetoric, nor such 
perplexed divisions, as may be said to be like too much 
light, that BO dazzles the eyes, that the sight becomes lees 
perfect : but there was therein no want of useful matter, 
nor waste of words ; and yet such clear distinctions as dis- 
pelled all confused notions, and made hia bearers de- 
part both wiser, and more confirmed in virtuous resolu- 
tions. 

His memory was so matcMess and firm, as 'twas only 
overcome by bis bashfulness ; for he alone, or to a friend, 
could repeat all the Odes of Horace, all Tull/s Offices, and 
much of Juvenal and Fersius, without book : and would 
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say, "the fepetition of one of the Odes of Horace to him- 
self, was to him such music, as a lesson on the viol was to 
others, when thej played it to themselves or friends." 
And though he was hlest with a clearer jnd^ent than 
other men, yet he was so distrustful of it, that he did 
over-consider of consequences, and would so delay and re- 
consider what to determine, that though none ever deter- 
mined better, yet, when the heU tolled for him to appear 
and read his Divinity Lectures in Oxford, and all the 
Scholars attended to hear him, he had not then, or not till 
then, resolved and writ what he meant to determine ; ao 
that that appeared to be a truth, which his old dear friend 
"Dr. Sheldon would often say, namely, " That his judgment 
was so much superior to his fancy, that whatsoever this 
su^ested, that disliked and controlled ; still considering, 
and re-considering, till his time was ao wasted, that he was 
forced to write, not, probably, what was best, but what he 
thought last." And yet what he did then read, appeared 
to all hearers to be bo useful, clear, and satisfactory, a» 
none ever determined with greater applause. These tiring 
and perplexing thoughts, begot in him an averseness to 
enter into the toil of considering and determining all 
casuistical points ; because during that time, they neither 
gave rest to hia body or mind. But though he would not 
be always loaden with these knotty points and distinc- 
tions ; yet the study of old records, genealogies, and 
Heraldry, were a recreation and so pleasii^, that he would 
say they gave rest to his mind. Of the last of which I 
have seen two remarkable volumes ; and the Beader needs 
neither to doubt their truth or exaetnesa. 

And this humble man had so conquered all repining 
and ambitious thoughts, and with them all other unruly 
passions, that, if the accidents of the day proved to his 
danger or damage, yet he both began and ended it with an | 
even and undisturbed quietness ; always praising God that \ 
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be had not withdrawn food and raiment from him and Ua 
poor family ; nor aufiered him to violate his conecience for 
his safety, or to support himself or them in a, more splen- 
did or plentiful condition ; and that he therefore resolved 
with David, "That his praise should be always in his 
mouth." 

I have taken a content in giving my Eeader this cha- 
racter of his person, his temper, and aome of the accidents 
of his life past ; and more might be added of all ; but I 
will with sorrow look forward to the sad days, in which so 
many good good men suffered, about the year 1658, at 
which time Dr. Sanderson was in a very low condition as 
to his estate ; and in that time Mr. Robert Boyle ' — a 
gentleman of a very noble birth, and more eminent for his 
liberality, learning, and virtue, and of whom I would say 
much more, but that he still lives — having casually met 
with and read his Lectures de JKramenlo, to hia great 
satisfaction, and being informed of Dr. Sanderson's great 
innocence and sincerity, and that he and his family were 
bro)^ht into a low condition by his not complying with 
the Parliament's injunctions, sent blm by his dear friend 
Dr. Barlow' — the now learned Bishop of Lincoln — 501. and 
with it a request and promise. The request was, that he 
would review the Lecturea de Oonsciemtid, which he had 
read when he was Doctor of the Chair in Oiford, and print 
them for the good of posterity : — and this Dr. Sanderson 
did in the year 1659.— And the promise waa, that he would 

* This Bmiable philosopher, was bom Jan. -iSib, 1636-27, atLismoR, 
in the province of HunsCer, in Irelaiid. He was a scliolar, a genCleman, 
a christian of the most exalted piety aod chanty, and a very eminent 
Natural philosopher. He died Dec. 30th, 1691. I 

' Dr. Thomas Barlow, was bom in 1607, at Ortoo, in Westm(a*laiiii, , 
was made Bishop of Lincoln, in 1673, and died at Buckden, in 16itl. i 
His character, appears to have been lacillating ; he waa not among the 
venerable Prelates who stood forth the Proteclors of the Protestant 
Religion in 1688. His theological learning was considerable 
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pay him that, or a greater sum if desired, during his life, 

to enable him to pay an amanaensis, to ea^e him from the 
trouble of writing what he should conceive or dictate. For 
the more particular account of ■which, I refer my Header to 
a letter writ by the said I>r. Barlow, which I have annexed 
to the end of this relation. 

Towards the end of this year, 1659, when the many mixed 
sects, and their creators and merciless protectors, had led 
or driven each other into a whirlpool of confusion : when 
amazement and fear had seized them, and their accusing 
consciences gave them an inward and fearful intelligence, 
that the god which they had long served was now ready to 
pay them such wages, as he does always reward witches 
with for their obeying him : when these wretches were come 
to foresee an end of their cruel reign, by our King's return; 
and such sufferers as Dr. Sanderson^and with him many 
of the oppressed Clergy and others — could foresee the cloud 
of their afflictions would he dispersed by it ; then, in the 
beginning of the year following, the King was by God re- 
stored to us, and we to our known laws and liberties, and 
a general joy and peace seemed to breathe through the three 
nations. Tben were the suffering Clei^ freed from their 
sequestration, restored to their revenues, and to a liberty 
to adore, praise, and pray to God in such order as their 
consciences and oaths had formerly obliged them. And 
the Keader will easily believe, that Dr. Sanderson and his 
dejected family rejoiced to see this day, and be of this 
number. 

It ought to be considered — which I have often heard or 
read — that in the primitive times men of learning and 
virtue were usually sought for. and solicited to accept of 
Episcopal government, and often refused it. For they 
conscientiously considered, that the office of a Bishop was 
made up of labour and care ; that they were trusted to he 
God's almoners of the Church's revenue, and double their 
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care for the poor ; to live strictly themselves, and use all 
diligence to see that their family, officers, and Clei^ did 
BO ; and that the account of that stewardship, must, at the 
last dreadful day, be made to the Searcher of all Hearts ; 
and that in the primitive times they were therefore timor- 
ous to undertake it. It may not be said, that Dr. Sander- 
' son was accomplished with these, and all the other requi- 
sites required in a Bishop, so as to be able to anawer them 
exactly : but it may be afBrmed, as a good preparation, that 
be had at the age of seventy-three years — for he was so 
Jold at the King's Betum — fewer faults to be pardoned by 
God OF man, than are apparent in others in these days, in 
which (jJod knows, we fall so short of that visible sanctity 
and zeal to God's glory, which was apparent in the days 
of primitive Christianity. This is mentioned by way of 
preparation to what I shall say more of Dr. Sanderson ; 
and namely, that, at the King's return. Dr. Sheldon, the 
late prudent Bishop of Canterbury, — than wbom none 
kne»v, valued, or loved Dr. Sanderson more or better, — was 
by his Majesty made a chief trustee to commend to him 
fit men to supply the then vacant Bishoprics. And Dr. 
Sheldon knew none fitter than Dr. Sanderson, and there- 
fore humbly desired the King that he would nominate 
him : and, that done, be did as humbly desire Dr. Sander- 
son that be would, for God's and the Church's sake, take 
that charge and care upon him. Dr. Sanderaon had, if 
not an unwiUingneBs, certainly no fosrwardness to under- 
take it ; and would often say, he had not led himself, but 
his friend would now lead bim into a temptation, which 
he had daily prayed against ; and besought God, if be 
did undertake it, so as to assist him with bis grace, that 
the example of bis life, his cares and endeavours, might 
promote bis glory, and help forward the salvation of others. 
This I have mentioned as a happy preparation to his 
Bishopric ; and am next to tell, tiiat he was consecrated 
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Biehop of Lincoln at Westminster, the 28th of October, 
1660. 

There was about this time a Christian care taken, that 
, those whose consciences were, as the)^ said, tender, and 
could not comply with the service and ceremonies of the 
Church, might have aatisfaetion given by a friendly debate 
betwixt a select number of them, and some like number 
of those that had been sufferers for the Church-service 
and ceremonies, and now restored to liberty ; of which last 
some were then preferred to power and dignity in the 
Church. And of these Bishop Sanderson was one, and 
then chose to be a moderator in that debate : and he per- 
formed his trust with much mildness, patience, and reason ; 
but all proved ineffectual : for there be some preposses- 
sions like jealousies, which, though cauBeless, yet cannot 
be removed by reasons as apparent as demonstration can 
make any truth. The place appointed for this debate was 
the Savoy in the Strand ; and the points debated were, I 
think, many ; some afBrmed to be truth and reason, some 
denied to be either ; and these debates being then iu 
words, proved to be so loose and perplexed as satisfied 
neither party. For some time that which had been af- 
firmed was immediately forgot or denied, and so no satis- 
faction given to either party. But that the debate might 
become more useful, it was therefore resolved that the day 
following the desires and reasons of the Nonconform- 
ists should be given in writing, and they in writing receive 
answers from the conforming party. And though I neither 
now can, nor need to mention all the points debated, nor 
the names of the dissentii^ brethren ; yet I am sure Mr. 
Baxter was one, and am sure what shall now follow was 
one of the points debated. 

Concerning a command of lawful superiors, what was 
sufficient to its being a lawful command ; this proposition 
was brought by the conforming party. 
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" That command which commands an act in itself law- 
■ ful, and no other act or circumstance unlawful, la not 
ainfuL" 

Mr. Baxter ' denied it for two reasons, which he gave in 
with his own hand in writing, thus : 

One was, "Because that may be a sin per <uxidem. 
which is not so in itself, and maj be unlawfully com- 
manded, though that accident be iiot in the command." 
Another was, " That it may be commanded under an ud- 
just penalty." 

Again this proposition being brought by the Conform- 
ists, " That command which commandeth an act in itself 
lawful, and no other act whereby any unjust penalty is 
enjoined, nor any circumstance whence, per aecidena, anr 
sin ia consequent which the commander ought to provide 
gainst, is not sinful." 

Mr. Baxter denied it for this reason, then g^ven in with 
his own hand in writing thus : " Because the flrat act 
commanded may be per acctdeng unlawful, and be com- 
manded by an unjust penalty, though no other act or 
circumstance commanded be such." 

Again, this proposition being brought by the Conform- 
ists, " That command which commandeth an act in itself 
lawful, and no other act whereby any unjust penalty is 
enjoined, nor any circumstance, whence directly, or per 
acddens, any sin is consequent, which the commander 
ought to provide gainst, hath in it all things requisite to 
the lawfulness of a command, and particularly cannot be 
guilty of commandii^ an act per accideng unlawful, nor of 
commandiug an act under an unjust penalty." 

' Richard Bsxler was born at Rowton, in Sbropahire, 16IS, and was 
S Chaplain in the ParliaiDeiitairf Army, Iliough he was a defender of 
Hooarch/. He refused the Bishopric of Hereford, and died in 169t. 
His " Saint's Everlasting Best " nnd " Call to the L'nconrerled " are bis 
most famous books. 
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' Mr. Baiter denied it upoQ the eame reasons. 

Fetes Gun n in a.' 
John Peaeson.' 

These were then two of the disputants, still alive, and 
will attest this ; one being now Lord Bishop of Elj, and 
the other of Chester. And the last of them told me very 
lately, that one of the Dissenters— which I could, but for- 
bear to name— appeared to Dr. Sanderson to be so bold, 
80 troublesome, and so illt^cal iu the dispute, as forced 
patient Dr. Sanderson — who was then Bishop of Lincoln, 
and a moderator with other Bishops — to say, with an un- 
usual earnestness, " That he had never met with a man of 
more pertinacious confidence, and less abilities, in all his 
conversation." 

But though this debate at the Savoy was ended witliout 
any great satisfaetion to either party, yet both parties 
knew the desires, and understood the abilities, of the other, 
much better than before it : and the late distressed Clergy, 
that were now restored to their former rights and power, 
did, at the next meeting in Convocation, contrive to give 
the dissenting party satisfaction by alteration, explanation, 
and addition to some part both of the Rubric and Com- 
mon-Prayer, as also by adding some necessary Collects, 
and a particular Collect of Thanksgiving. How many of 
those new Collects wore worded by Dr. Sanderson, I can- 
not say ; but am sure the whole Convocation valued Mm 
so much that he never undertook to speak to any point 
in question, but he was heard with great willingness and 
attention ; and when any point in question was determined, 

' Dr. FeUr Ganning, woa a lojatist Divine, who saffered conlider- 
ably for the Riyal cause, and died Bishop of Ely, in 1684. 

' Dr. John Fearaon, was the anthor of I he famous " Exposition of the 
Creed ;" in 1661, he was made Lady Hargaret'a Professor of Divinity, 
at Cambrid^, and died Biahop of Chester, in 1686, aged 74. 
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the Convocation did usually desire him to word their in- 
tentiona, and ae usually approve and thanli him. 

At thia Convocation the Common Prayer waa made more 
complete, by adding three new necCBsary Offices ; which 
were, " A Form of Humiliation for the Murder of King 
CharleB the Martyr ; A Thanksgiving for the E«Btoration 
of his Son our King ; and For the Baptising of Persona of 
riper Age." I cannot say Dr. Sanderson did form, or 
word them all, but doubtleaa more than any ei:^le man of 
the Convocation ; and he did also, by desire of the Convo- 
cation, alter and add to the forme of Prayers to be used 
at Sea— now taken into the Service-Book. — And it may be 
noted, that William, the now Right Keverend Bishop of 
Canterbury,' was in these employments diligently useful ; 
especially in helping to rectify the Calendar and Kubric. 
And lastly, it may be noted, that, for the satisfying all the 
dissenting brethren and others, the Convocation's reasons 
for the alterations and additions to the Litui^ were by 
them desired to be drawn up by Dr. Sanderson ; which 
being done by him, and approved by them, was appointed 
to be printed before the Litui^, and may be known by 
thia title — "The Preface;" and begina thus — "It hath 
been the Wisdom of the Church."— 

I ahall now follow him to Ma Bishopric, and declare a 
part of his behaviour in that busy and weighty employ- 
ment. And first, that it was with such condescension and 
obUgingness to the meanest of his Clei^, as to know and 
be known to them. And indeed he practised the like to all 

■ Dr. William Sancroft, bom at Frediingfield, in Sufiblk, in 1616, 
aad edncated at Emanuel College, Cambridge, where he nas deprived of 
bis Fellowship in 1649, for refusing to take the engugement. He was 
made Arebbiahop in 1677, and in 1688, lie was one of Ihe seveoPrelatea 
sent 10 tbe Tower by Jamea II. At tbe Revolution be refused taking 
the Oaths to tbe new government, for wbieb be was gospended and 
deprived. He died in retirement Nov. 34th, 1693. 
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men of what degree soever, especially to his old neighboura 
or parishioners of Boothby Fanuell ; for there was all joy 
at his table, when they came to visit him -. then they prayed 
for him, and he for them, with an unfeigned affection. 

I think it will not be denied, but that the care and toil 
required of a Bishop, may justly challenge the riches and 
revenue with which their predecessors had lawfully en- 
dowed them : and yet he Boiight not that so much, as doing 
good both to the present age and posterity ; and he made 
this appear by what follows. 

The Bishop's chief house at Buckden, in the County of 



Huntii^on, the usual residence of his predecessors,^ — tor 
it stands about the midst of his Diocese, — having been at 
his consecration a great part of it demolished, and what 
was left standing under a visible decay, was by him under- 
taken to be erected and repaired ; and it was performed 
with great speed, care, and chai^. And to this may be 
added, that the £jng having by an Injunction commended 
to the care of the Bishops, DeajLs, and Prebends of all 
Cathedral Churches, "the repair of them, their houses, 
and augmentation of small Vicarages ;" he, when he was 
repairing Buckdeu, did also augment the last, as fast ae' 
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fineg were paid for renewing leases ; so fast, that a friend, 
taking notice of his bounty, was so bold as to advise him 
to remember "he was under his firat-fruita, and that he 
was old, and had a wife and children yet but meanly pro- 
vided for, especially if his d^nity were considered," To 
whom he made a mild and thankful answer, aaying, "It 
would not become a Christian Bishop to suffer those houses 
built by hia predecessors to be ruined for want of repair ; 
and less justifiable to suffer any of those, that were called 
t« so high a calling aa to sacrifice at Gfod'a altar, to eat the 
bread of sorrow constantly, when he had a power by a 
small augmentation, to turn it into the bread of cheerful- 
neaa : and wiahed, that as thie waa, so it were aleo in his 
power to make all mankind happy, for he desired nothing 
more. And for his wife and children, he hoped to leave 
them a competence, and in the hands of a God that would 
provide for all that kept innocence, and trusted his provi- 
dence and protection, which he had always found enough 
to make and keep him happy." 

There waa in hia Dioceee a Minister of almost hie age, 
that had been of Lincoln College when he left it, who 
visited him often, and alwaya welcome, because he waa a 
man of innocence and openheartednese. This Minister 
asked the Bishop what books he studied most, when he 
laid the foimdation of his great and clear leamiT^. To 
which hia anawer was, " that he declined reading many ; 
but what he did read were well choaen, and read so often, 
that he became very familiar with them ; " and said, "they 
were chiefly three, Aristotle's Rhetoric, Aquinas's Secunda 
SecundfE, and Tully, but chiefly his offices, which he had 
not read over less than twenty times, and could at this age 
say without book." And told him also, " the learned 
Civilian Doctor Zouch — who died lately — had writ Elementa 
Jwri^trudentice, which was a book that he could also say 
without book ; and that no wise man could read it too 
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often, or love or commeud too much;" and told him "these 
had been hie toil : but for himself he always had a natural 
love to genealogies and Heraldry ; and that when his 
thoughts were harassed with anj perplexed studies, he 
left off. and turned to them as a recreation ; and that hie 
very recreation had made him so perfect in them, that he 
could, in a very short time, give an account of the descent, 
arms, and antiquity of any family of the Nobility or gentry 
of this nation." 

Before I give an account of Dr. Sa.nderson's last sickness, 
I desire to tell the Beader that he was of a healthful con- 
stitution, cheerful and mild, of an even temper, very mode- 
rate in his diet, and had had little sickness, till some few 
years before his death ; but was then every winter punished 
with a diarrhoea, which left not till warm weather returned 
and removed it : and this distemper did, as he grew older, 
seize him oftener, and continue longer with him. But 
though it weakened him, yet it made him rather indisposed 
than sick, and did no way disable him from studying — 
indeed too much. — In this decay of his strength, but not 
of his memory or reason, — for this distemper works not 
upon the understandiiig, — he made his last Will, of which 
I shall give some account for confirmation of what hath 
been said, and what I think convenient to be known, before 
I declare his death and burial. 

He did in his last Will,' give an account of his faith and 
persuasion in point of religion, and Church-government, in 
these very words ; 

" I, Robert Sanderson, Doctor of Divinity, an unworthy 
Minister of Jeaus Christ, and, by the providence of God, 

' Bishop Sandereon's Will ia recorded in the PrerognUve Coart of 
Canterbury, id (he volume culled Jii:(on, Article 37. After his death, 
it was industriously reported that ho repented of his writing against tha 
Presbyterians, and would not sufier a Church Minister to pray by him, 
which is refuted by the narrative of Mr. Foltin's giving him the ^ramcnt. 
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Bishop of Lincoln, beii^ by the loi^ continuajice of an 
faabitnal distemper brought to a great bodily weakneaa and 
faintness of spirits, but — by the great mercy of Gtod — 
without any bodily pain otherwise, or decay of imderstand- 
ing, do make this my Will and Testament, — written all 
with my own hand, — rcToking all former Wills by me here- 
tofore made, if any such shall be found. First, I commend 
my soul into the hands of Almighty God, ae of a faithful 
Creator, which I humbly beseech hi-m mercifully to accept, 
looking upon it, not as it is in itseK, — infinitely polluted 
with sin, — but as it is redeemed and purged with the pre- 
cious blood of his only beloved Son, and my most sweet 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; in confidence of whose merits and 
mediation alone it is, that I cast myself upon the mercy of 
0od for the pardon of my sins, and the hopes of eternal 
life. And here I do profess, that as I have lived, eo I de- 
sire, and — by the grace of God — resolve, to die in the com- 
munion of the Catholic Church of Christ, and a time son of 
the Church of England : which, as it stands by law esta- 
blished, to be both in doctrine and worship agreeable to the 
word of God, and in the most, and most material points of 
both conformable to the faith and practice of the godly 
Churches of Christ in the primitive and purer times, I do 
firmly believe : led bo to do, not so much from the force of 
custom and education,— to which the greatest part of man- 
kind owe their particular different persuasions in point of 
Eeligion, — as upon the clear evidence of truth and reason, 
after a serious and impartial examination of the groiuids, 
as well of Popery as Puritanism, according to that measure 
of understanding, and those opport^ulities which God hath 
afforded me : and herein Z am abundantly satisfied, that 
the schism which the Papists on the one hand, and the 
superstition which the Puritan on the other hand, lay to 
our charge, are very justly cbai^eable upon themselves re- 
spectively. Wherefore I humbly beseech Almightv God, 
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the Father of merciee, to preserve the Church by his power 
and providence, in peace, truth, and godliness, evermore to 
the world's end ; which doubtless he will do, if the wicked- 
ness and security of a sinful people— and particularly those 
sins that are so rife, and seem daily to increase among us, 
of unthankfulness, riot, and sacrilege — do not tempt his 
patience to the contrary. And I also further humbly be- 
seech him, that it would please him to give unto our 
gracious Sovereign, the reverend Bishops, and the Parlia- 
ment, timely to consider the great danger that visibly 
threateus this Church in point of Eeligion by the late 
great increase of Popery, and in point of revenue by 
sacrilegious inclosures ; and to provide such wholesome 
and effectual remedies, as may prevent the same before it 
be too late." 

And for a further manifestation of his humble thoughts 
and desires, they may appear to the Header by another part 
of his Will which follows. 

" As for my corruptible body, T bequeath it to the earth 
whence it was taken, to be decently buried in the Parish 
Church of Buckden, towards the upper end of the Chancel, 
upon the second, or — at the furthest — the third day after 
my decease ; and that with aa little noise, pomp, and charge 
aa may be, without the invitation of any person how near 
soever related unto me, other than the inhabitants of 
Buckden ; without the unnecessary expense of eacutcheona, 
gloves, ribbons, &c. and without any blacks to be hung 
any where in or about the house or Church, other than a 
pulpit cloth, a hearae-cloth, and a moumii^ gown for the 
Preacher; whereof the former — after my body shall be 
interred — to be given to the Preacher of the Funeral Ser- 
mon, and the latter to the Curate of the Parish for the 
time being. And my will further is that the Funeral Ser- 
mon be preached by my own household Chaplain, contain- 
ing some wholesome discourse concerning Mortality, the 
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Besurrection of the Deaj] and the Last Judgmeot ; and 
that he shall have for hia pains Bl. npon condition that be 
speak nothing at all concerning my person, either good or 
ill, other than I myself shall direct ; only sigmfying to the 
auditory that it was my express will to have it so. And 
it is my will, that no costly monument be erected for my 
memory, but only a fair flat marble stone to be laid over . 
me, with this inscription in legible Boman characters, de- 

F08IIUU BOBBBTI SANDEBSON HUPBB LINCOLNIENSIS EPIS- 
COPI, <iVl OBIII AKNO DOMINI UDCLXII. ET ^TATIS sn^ 
SBPTTJAaESIHO SEXTO, HIC BEQUIE8CIT IN SPE BEATE KE- 

SUBEECTIOHI8. This manner of burial, although I cannot 
but foresee it will prove unsatisfactory to sundry my near- 
est friends and relations, and be apt to be censured by 
others, as an evidence of my too much parsimony and 
narrownesss of mind, as being altK^ether unusual, and not 
according to the mode of theae times : yet it is ^reeable 
to the sense of my heart, and I do very much desire my 
Will may be carefully observed herein, hoping it may be- 
come exemplary to some or other : at least however testi- 
fying at my death — what I have so often and earnestly 
professed in my life time — my utter dislike of the flatteries 
commonly used in Funeral Sermons, and of the vi^t ex- 
penses otherwise laid out in Funeral solemnities and enter- 
tainments, with very little benefit to any ; which if bestowed 
in pious and charitable works, might redound to the public 
or private benefit of many persons." 

I am next to tell, that he died the 29tli of January, 
1662 ; and that his body was buried in Buckden, the third 
day after hia death ; and for the manner, that it was as far 
from ostentation as he desired it ; and all the rest of his 
Will vra,a as punctually performed. And when I have — to his 
just praise — told this truth, " that be died far from being 
rich," I shall return back to visit, and give a further ac- 
count of him on hia last sick bed. 
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Hie last Will — of which I have mentioned a part — was 
made about three weeks before hie death, about which 
time, fi Ti ding hia strength to decay by reason of hia con- 
stant infirmity, and a consimiptive cough added to it, he 
retired to his chamber, expressing a desire to enjoy his last 
thoughts to himeelf in private, without disturbance or 
care, especially of what might concern this world. And 
that none of his Clergy — which are more numerous than 
any other Bishop's — might suffer by his retirement, he did 
by commieeion impower his Chaplain, Mr. Pullin,* with 
Episcopal power to give institutions to all liringa or 
Church-preferments, during this his disability to do it 
himself. In this time of his retirement he longed for his 
dissolution ; and when some that loved him prayed for his 
recovery, if he at any time found any amendment, he 
eeemed to be displeased, by saying, " His friends said their 
prayers backward for him : and that it wae not his desire 
to live a useless life, and by filling up a place keep another 
out of it, that might do God and his Church service." He 
would often with much joy and thankfulneee mention, 
" That during his being a housekeeper — which wae more 
than forty years — there had not been one buried out of 
his family, and that he was now like to be the first." He 
would also often mention with thankfulneee, " That till he 
was three score years of age, he had never epent five shil- 
lings in law, nor — upon himself — so much in wine t and 
rejoiced much that he had so lived, as never to cause an 
hour's sorrow to his good father ; and hoped he shotdd die 
without an enemy." 

He, in this retirement, had the Church prayers read in 
his chamber twice every day ; and at nine at night, some 

' Mr. John Pollm, B.D. and formerly Fellow of Magdalen CoUege, 
Ctunbridge. Hia name is siibBuribed tu a, copy of cammeiidatory Latin 
versea preliiced to " Duport's Greek Version uf Job." He w&b a Preben- 
dary, and al«o Cbaocellor of Lincoln. 
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prayers read to him and a, part of liis familj out of " The 
Whole Duty pf Man." As lie was remarkably punctual 
and regular in all Ms studies and actions, bo he used him- 
self to be for his nLeals. And his dinner being appointed 
to be constantly ready at the ending of prayers, and he 
«Kpectii^^ and calling for it, was answered, " It would be 
ready in a quarter of an hour." To whieh his reply waa, 
" A quarter of an hour ! Is a quarter of an hour nothing 
to a man that probably has not many hours to live?" 
And though he did Uve many hours after this, yet he Hved 
not many days ; for the day after — which was three days 
before his death — he was become so weak and weary of 
either motion or sitting, that he web content, or forced, to 
keep bis bed : in which I desire he may rest, till I have 
given some account of his behaviour there, and immediately 
before it. 

The day before he t«ok his bed, — which was three days 
before his death, — be, that be might receive a new assur- 
ance for the pardon of bis sins past, and be strengthened 
in his way to the New Jerusalem, took the blessed Sacra- 
ment of the Body and Blood of Me and our blessed Jesus, 
from the bands of his Chaplain, Mr. Fullin, accompanied 
with his wife, children, and a friend, in as awful, humble, 
and ardent a manner, as outward reverence could express. 
After the praise and thanksgiving for it was ended, he 
spake to this purpose : " Thou, O God ! tookest me out of 
my mother's womb, and hast been the powerful protector 
of me to tMs present moment of my life : Thou hast neither 
forsaken me now I am become grey-headed, nor suffered 
me to forsake thee in the late days of temptation, and 
sacrifice my conscience for the preservation of my hberty 
or estate. It was by grace that I have stood, when otbers 
have fallen nnder my trials : and these mercies I now re- 
member with joy and thankfulness ; and my hope and de- 
sire is, that I may die praising thee." 
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The frequent repetition of the Paaliua of David, hath 
been noted to be a great part of the devotion of the pri- 
mitive Christians; the Psalms having in them not only 
prayers and holy instructions, but such commemorations 
of Ood's mercies, as may preserve, comfort, and confirm 
our dependence on the power, and providence, and mercy 
of our Creator. And this is mentioned in order to tellii^, 
that as the holy Psalmist said, that his eyes should prevent 
both the dawnii^ of the day and night watches, by medi- 
tating on God's -word (PBal. ciix. 14?), so it was Dr. San- 
derson's constant practice every morning to entertain his 
first waking thoughts with a repetition of those very 
Psalms that the Church hath appointed to be constantly 
read in the daily Morning service : and having at night 
laid him in his bed, he as constantly closed his eyes with 
a repetition of those appointed for the service of the even- 
ing, remembering and repeating the very Psalms appointed 
for every day ; and as the month had formerly ended and 
began e^in, ao did this esercise of his devotion. And if 
his first waking thoughts were of the world, or what con- 
cerned it, he would arraign and condemn himself for it. 
Thus he b^an that work on earth, which is now his em- 
ployment in Heaven. 

After his taking his bed, and about a day before his 
death, he desired his Chaplain, Mr. Pullin, to give him 
absolution : and at his performing that office, be pulled 
off his cap, that Mr. Pullin might lay his hand upon his 
bare head. After this desire of his was satisfied, his body 
seemed to be at more ease, and his mind more cheerful ; 
and he said, " Lord, forsake me not now my strength 
faileth me ; but continue thy mercy, and let my mouth be 
filled with thy praise." He continued the remaining night 
and day very patient, and thankful for any of the bttle 
offices that were performed for his ease and refreshment : 
apd during that time did often say the 103rd Psalm to 
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himself, and very often these words, " M; heart is fixed, 
Ood ! my heart is fixed where true joy ie to be found." 
His thoughts seemed now to he wholly of death, for which 
he was so prepared, that the King of Terrors could not 
surprise him as a thief in the night : for he had often said, 
he was prepared, and longed for it. And as this desire 
seemed to come from Hearen, so it left him not till bis soul 
ascended to that region of blessed spirits, whose employ- 
ments are to join in concert with him, and sing praise and 
glory to that God, who hath brought them to that place, 
iato which sin and sorrow cannot enter. 

Thus this pattern of meekness and primitive innocence 
changed this for a better life. 'Tis now too late to wish 
that my life may be like his ; for I am in the eighty-fifth 
year of my age : but I humbly beseech Almighty God, that 
my death may : and do as earnestly beg of every Beader, 
to say — Amen. 

Blessed is the man in whose spirit there is no giule, Psal. 
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DB. PIERCE'S LETTEK. 

Good Mr. Walton, 

At my return to (htaploce, I mude a yetatrtctera«archsfter the totters 
lon^ ago sent me trora our most excellent Dr. SoadersoD, before the 
happy restoratinn of the King and Chnrcli of England to their gexeral 
rights : in one of which letters more especiaily, he was pleased to giye 
me a narratire both of the rise and the progress, and reasons also, as nell 
of his younger, as of his last and riper judgtoeot, touching thp bmous 
points GOntroierted between the Calriniana and the Arminians, as tbej 
are commonly (thoogh unjustly and nnskilfuliy] miscalled on either 

The whole letter I allude to does consist of several sheets, whereof a 
i;ood pari bad been made public long ago, by the most learned, most 
judicious, most pious Dr. Hammond, (to whom I Bent it both for his pri- 
vate, and for the public satisfaction, if he thought fit,) in his excellent 
book, entitled, " A Paciiic Discourse of God's Grace and Decrees, in full 
accordance with Dr. Sanderson :" to which discourse I refer you for an 
account of Dr. Sanderson and the history of his thoughts in his own 
hand-writing, wherein I sent it to Westwood, aa I receiied it from 
Boothby Fannel. And although the whole book, (printed in the year 
1660, and reprinted since with his other tracts in folio,) is very worthy 
of your perusal ; yet, for the work yon are about, you shall not have 
need to read more at present than from the 8th to the 23rd page, and aa 
(br aa the end of section 33. There you will find in what year 
the excellent man, whose life you write, became a Master of Arts : 
how hia first reading of teamed Hooker had been occasioned by 
certain puritanical pamphlets ; and how good a preparative he found it 
for hia reading of Caliin's Institutions, the honour of whose name (at 
that time especially) gave such credit to his errors : how he erred with 
Mr. Calvin, whilst be took thinga upon tmat in the snblapsarian way : 
how, being chosen to be a Clerk of the Convocation for the Diocese of 
Ijncoln, 16SS, he reduced the Quinquarticular Controversy into five 
schemes or tables ; and thereupon discerned a necessity of quitting the 
snblapsarian way, of which he had befbre a better liking, as well as the 
supralapsarian, which he could never fancy. There you. will meet wiUi 
his two weighty reasons against them both, and find his happy change 
s have been over since the year 162S, even thirty-fonr 



UjL.:a.'.y Google 



406 THE LIFE OF 

yean before th« world either knew, or, at leaat, took aolke of it ; and 
more particularly hia reaiona for rrJMting Dr. Twiaa, (or the waj he 
walki in,) althoDgh hii tcnte and very learned and ancient friend. 

I now proceed to let you know from Dr. Sanderson's own band,' 
which was never printed, (and which yoa c*n hardly know from any, 
onlew from hit son, or from myaelf,) that, whun that Parliament was 
broken up, and the convocation therewith dissolved, a gentleman of his 
acquaintance by occaskm of some discooTBe about these points, told him 
of a book not long before published at Paris, (aoi. I6S3,) bj a Spsniafa 
Bishop,' who had undertaken to clear the difierences in the great con- 
troversy D» CoBCwiia. Gratia ei Liberi Arbilrii. And becsose his friend 
perceived he was gtvedily desirous to see the book, he sent him one of 
them, containing the four first books of twelve which be intended then 
to publish. " When I had read," sayit Dr. Satidersoa, in the foUowing 
words of the same letter, " his I^istle Dedicatory to the Pope (Gr^;ory 
XV.), he spake so lughly of his own invention, that I then begui 
rather to suspect him for a mountebank, than to hope I should find 
BstiBfacti<Hi from his performances. I found much coniidence and great 
pomp of words, but little matter as to the main knot of the buiineas, 
other than had been said an hundred times before, to wit, of the co- 
existence of all things past, present, and future in meale imna reidiier 
ab tferno, which is the subject of his whole third book : only he inter- 
preteth the word rerditer go as to import not only praifaiitdiUUem 
elfjectiiiam, (as others held before him,) but propriata ti ODlualem 
existeniiam ; yet confesseth it is hard to make this intelligible. In bis 
fourth book he endeavours to declare a twofold manner of God's work- 
ing ad exlra ; the one mb ordine pradeMtmUuMii, of which eteraitj' is 
the proper meaaare : the other aub ordine gratia, whereof time is the 
measure; and that Qod worketh yorf tffr in the one (though not tm- 
mtt^Uter) as weU ataviter io the other, wherein the free will, bath his 
proper working also. From the result of his whole performance I was 
confirmed in this opinion ; that we must acknowledge the- work of both 
grace and &«e will in the cDnversion of a sinner ; and so likewise in all 
other events, the conaiatencj of the infallibility of God's foreknowledge 
at least (though not with any absolute, but conditional predestination) 
with the liberty of man's will, and the contingency of inferior causes 
and effects. These, I say, we must acknowledge for the on : but for 
the rb iru£, 1 thought it bootless for me to think of comprehending it. 
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And go come the two Aeia 8j/nodalia Dordrtehiana to Btand ia my 
study, only to fil] up b. room to this day. 

" And yet see the restlesB curiosity of man. Not moDj years nfter, 
to wit, i.D. 1632, out Cometh Dr. Twibb'b' Vindieia' Gratia, a large 
volume, purposely writ against Arminiua : and then, noCwitliBlandjng 
my former reaolulion, I must need be meddling agnin. The respect I 
bore to hia person and great learning, and the acquaintance I had had 
with him in Oxford, drew me to the reading of that whole book. But 
(rota the reading of it (for I read it through to a syllable) I went away 
with many luid great dissSitiefBCtions. Sundry things in that book I 
took notice of, which brought me into a greater disSike of hia opinion 
than I had before : but eepecially these three : First, that he botlometh 
very much of hia discourse upon a very erroneous principle, which yet 
he seemeth to be so deeply in love with, that he hsth repeated it, I 
verily believe, some bundjods of times in that work : to wit this ; That 
whatsoever is first in the intention is last in execution, and e cotmergo. 
Which is an error of that magnitude, that I cannot but wonder how a 
person of such acateuess and subtilty of wit oould possibly he deceived 
with it. All logicians know there ia no such universal maxim as he 
buildech upon. The true maxim ia but this : Finit qai primite ttt in 
intiBlunte, est altiians tn exaTtiioae. In the order of final causes, and 
the means used for that end, the rule holdeth perpetually : but in othfr 
things it hoMelh not at all, or hot by chance ; or not as a rule, and 
necessarily. Secondly, that, foreseeing auch consequences would natn- 
lally and necessarily follow from his opinion, as would ofiend the ear of 
a sober Christian at the very first sound, be would yet rather choose 
not only to admit the said harsh consequences, but professedly endeov 
vour also to maintain them, and piead hard for them in large digrea^ 
sions, than to recede in the least from that opinion which he had under, 
taken to defend. Thirdly, that seeing (out of the sharpness of bis wit) 
a necessity of forsaking the ordinary sublapsarian way, and the supra- 
lapsarian too, as it had diversely tieen declared by all that bad gone 
before him, (for the shunning of those rocks, which either of those 
ways must .unavoidably cast him upon,) he waa forced to seek out an 
untrodden path, and to frame out of his own brain a new way, (like a 
spider's web wrought out of her own bowels,] hoping by that device to 
salve all absurdities, that could be objected ; to wit, by making the 



D.3l.za..y Google 



408 TEE LIFE OF 

gk>rj of God (» it is mianA Ibe cbiefett, «o) tlie only end of all other 
hii decrcea, and then making all tboee other decrees to be bat one 
entire coordinate medium condacing to that one end, and so the whole 
■abordinate to iC, but not any one put thereof subordinate to aoy other 
of the same. Dr. Tvisa ahonid have done well to haie be«n more 
■paring ia impaling tbe ifuditon poWtam In othen, wherewith his own 
eyes, though of eminent penpicscity, were so strangely blindfolded, 
that he could not discern how this his new device, and hia old dearly 
beloved principle, (like the Cadmean Sparii^ do mutually destroy tbe 
one the other. 

*' This relation of my past thoughts baring spun out to » fiv greater 
length than I intended, I shall give a shorter accoant of what they now 
are concerning tiiese points." 

For which account I refer you to the tiillowing parts of Dr. Ham- 
mond's book aforasaid, where yon may find them already printed : and 
for another acoonnt at large of Bishop Saiuierson's last judgment con- 
cerning Goi'$ eoneurraice or nonewrence with tbe aotiima of men, and 
the potUint entity qfrini ofctnnmiieiaa, I refer yon to his letters already 
printed (ly hia consent, in my large Appendix to my Impartial Enquiry 
into the Nature of Sin, §. 68, p. 193, as far as p. 200. 

Sir, I have rather made it my clioioe to transcribe all above out of tlie 
telteri of Dr. Sanderson, which lie before me, than vetiture the loss of 
my originals by poet or carrier, which, though not oflen, yet sometimes 
hiil. Make use of aa much or as [ittle as you please, of what I send 
you from himself (because from his own letters to me) in the penning 
of his life, as yonr own prudence shall direct you : neing my name for 
your warranty in the aouount given of him, as much or as little as yon 
please too. Yon have a performance of my promise, and an obedience 
to your desires from 

Tour affectionate 

Humble Servant, 

THO. PIERCE. 

North Tidworth, 
March 5, 1677-8. 
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BISHOP OF LINCOLN'S LETTER. 

Mr WOHTHT FBIEMD, Mr. WALTON, 

I AN heartily f lad, tlut yuu have undertakeB to writ« the Life of that 
exceHent person, and. b;>th fur learning and i^ety, eminent Prelate, Dr. 
Saaderson, late Bishop of Lincoln ; became I know your ability to 
know, and tntegrit; to write truth : And aure I am, that the life and 
actions of that pious and learned Prelate will afford you matter enough 
for bis coDimeadation, and the imitation of posteTity. In order to the 
carrying on your intended good work, you desire my assistance, that I 
would communicate tu you such particular passages of his life, as were 
certainly known to me. I Confess I had the happiness to be particu- 
larly known to him for about the space of twenty years; and, in 
Uxon, to enjoy his conrersation, and hia learned and pious Instruclions 
while he was Begius Professor of Divinity there. Afterwards, when 
(in the time of our late nnhappy confusions) he left Oxon, and was re- 
tired into the country, I had the benefit of his letters ; wherein, with 
great candour and kindness, he answered those doubts I proposed, and 
gaie me that aatisfactton, which I neither bad nor expected from some 
others of greater confidence, but less judgment and humility. Having, 
in a latter, named two or three books writ (ar jwo/mio) against the 
being of any original sin : and that Adain, by his fall, transmitted some 
calamity only, bnt no crime to his posterity; the good old man was ex- 
ceedingly troubled, and bewailed the misery of those licentious times, 
and seemed to wonder (save that the times were auch) that any ahould 
write, or be permitted to publish auy error so contradictory to truth, 
and the doctrine of the Church of England, established (as Ue truly 
said) by clear evidence of Scripture, and the just and supreme power 
of this nation, both sacred and civil. I name not the books, nor tbsir 
authors, which are not unknown to learned men (and I wish they had 
never been known) because i)oth the doctrine and the unadvised abet- 
tors of it are, and shall be, to me apocryphal. 

Another little story I must not pasa in silence, being an argument of 
Dr. Sanderson's piety, great ability, and judgment, as a casuist. Dis- 
coursing with an honourable person' (whose piety I value more than 
hia nobility and learning, though both be great} about a case of con- 
science concerning oaths and vows, their nature and obligation; in 
' Robert Bnjle, E*i. 
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whidi, for (oms particular reaBoni, he tben dsaired more fully to be in- 
fbrmed ; I oomimnded to him Dr. S>Tiderioii'B book" De Jursmento ; " 
which haTing read, with great Batisfaction, he asked me,^" If I thought 
the Doctor could be induced to write Cans of Conscience, if he might 
have «n bonovar]' pension allowed him to furnish him with books for 
that purpose ? " I told him 1 beliered he would: And. in a letter to 
the Doctor, told him what gnat satisfactton that honourable person, and 
nuwymore, had reaped by reading his Iwok "De Juramento;" and 
asked him, " whether be would be pleased, for the benefit of (he 
Church, to wnte some tract of Coses of Conscience?" He replied, "That 
he was glad that anj had received any benetlt by his books : " and 
added farther, " That if any futare tract uf his could bring anch benefit 
to any, as we seemed to say his fanner had doite, be would willingly, 
tbongh without any Pension, set about that work." UtiTing received 
this answer, that honouT«ble person, before mentbned, did, by my hands, 
return 50l. lo the good Doctor, whose condiUon then (as most good 
men's at that time were) was but low ; and he presently revised, 
finished, and published that excellent book, " De Conscientiik : " a book 
little in bulb, but not so if we consider the benefit an intelligent reader 
may receive by it For there are so many general propositions concern- 
ing conscience, the nature and obligation of it, explained and proved, 
with such firm consequence and evidence of reason, that he who reads, 
remembers, and can with prudence pertinently apply them Ale et nunc 
to particular cases, may, by their light and help, rationally resolve a 
thousand particular doubts and scruples of conscience. Here you may 
see the charity of Chsit honourable person in promoting, and the piety 
and industry of the good Doctor, in peribrming that excellent work. 

And here I shall add the judgment of that learned and pious Prelate 
concerning a passage very pertinent to our present purpose. When he 
was in Oxon, and read his public lectures in the school as Kegiua Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, and by the truth of his positions, and evidences of 
his proofs, gave great content and saUafaclion to all his hearers, espe- 
cially in his clear resolntions of all difficult cases which occurred in the 
explication of the sutgect -matter of hie lectores; a person of quality 
(yet alive) privately asked him, "What course a young Divine should 
take in his studies to enable him to be a good cosnist ? " His answer 
was, " That a convenient understanding of the learned lai^noges, at 
least of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, and a sufficient knowledge of aria 
and sciences presupposed ; there were two things in human hterature, 
a comprehension of which would be of very gr«at use, to enable a man 
to be a rational and able casuist, which otherwise was very difficult, if 
not impossible : 1. A convenient knowledge ef moral philosophy ; eape- 
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ciatly that pari of it nhich treats of the nature of hamaD actiooa i To 
kaow, ' quid eii actue humttnut (tfKmianeaa, invitue, mixius), wide hahtt 
himitatem et vmlUimn Moralem ? an ex geaert et chjeeto, vel ex cireum- 
ttantiu ?' How the variety of oircunstances varies the goodness or evil 
of hnniaD actions ? How for knowledge and ignorance maj aggravate 
or excuse, increase or diminish the goodness or evil of our actions ? For 
ever J oasa of conseienee being only Ihis^' Is Chia ac-tion good or bad ? 
May I do it, or may I not 7 ' — He who, in these, knows not how and 
whence human actions become morally |^od and evil, never can (i» 
hypol^i) rationally and certainly detennine, whether this or that par- 
ticular action be so. — 2. The second thing, which," he said, " would be 
a great help and advantage to a casuist, was a convenient knowledge of 
the nature and obligatiou of laws in general : to know what a law is) 
what a natural and a positive law ; what's reqtiired to the ' laiio, die- 
pejuaUo, deragatio, vel ahrogaiui legit; what promulgation is antece- 
dently required to the (^ligation of any positive law ; what ignorance 
takes off the obligation of a law, or does excuse, diminish, or aggravate 
the transgression : For every case of conscience being only this—" Is 
this lawfii] for me, or is it not ? " and the law the only rule aod mea- 
sure by which I mnst judge of the lawfulness or unlawfulness of any 
action; it evidently follows, that he, who, in these, knows not tbe 
nature and obUgatioa of laws, never can be a good casuist, or rationally 
assure himself or others, of the lawfulness or unlawfulness of actions in 
particular." 

This was the judgment and good coansel of that learned and pious 
Prelate : And having, by long experience, found the Imth and benefit 
of it, I conceive, I could not without ingratitude to him, and vrant of 
charity to others, conceal it. — Pray pardon this rude, and, I fear imper- 
tinent scribble, which if nothing else, may signify thus much, that I am 
willing to obey yonr desires, and am indeed. 

Your affectionate friend, 

THOMAS LINCOLN. 

London, May 10, 1678. 
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X. 1. "BISHOP SANDERSON'S JUDGMENT coDcerning SUB- 
MISSION W USURPERS." a. " PAX ECCLESLS." 3. " BISHOP 
SANDERSON'S JUDGMENT in ONE VIEW for the SETrLB- 
MENT of the CHURCH." 4, " REASONS of lie present JUDG- 
MENT of the UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, concerning the SOLEMN 
LEAGUE and COVENANT, the NEGATIVE OATH, the ORDI- 
NANCES conoeroing DISCIPUNE and WORSHIP. LondiM, 
18:8," 

XI. A Urge " PREFACE " to a book written at the command of 
Charles L hj Archbishop Usher, and published bj Dr. Sanderaun, en- 
titled "The POWER communicated bj GOD to the PRINCE, and 
the OBEDIENCE reqaired of the SUBJECT. London, 1661."— 4to. 
eecond corrected edition of (his work wsa published in 8to. 16S3. 

Xn. "A PREFATORY DISCOURSE," in defence of Usher and 
hi« Writings, prefixed to & collection of Treatises, entitled ' CLAVI 
TRABALES, or NAILES ftslened by some great MASTERS of 
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TliePre&ce is dated "London, Aug. 10, 1661," andsubscribed "The 
unworthy serranl of Jeaus Christ, Ko. Lincoln." 

XUI. "PROPHECIES concerning the RETURN of POPERY," 
inserted in a book entitled ' Fair Warning : The Second Part. London, 
1663.' 

XIV. " The PREFACE to the BOOK of COMMON PRAYER," 
bej^nning wHh these words; "It hath been the wisdom of the 
Church " . 

XV. " EDINOMIS, seu EXPLANATIO JURAMENTI," &c. in- 
serted in the ' Excerpta £ Corpore Statutorum Univ. Oxoniensis,' p. 
194. 

XVI. "ARTICLES of VISITATION and ENQUIRY oonceming 
MATTERS ECCLESIASTICAL, eichibitod to the Ministers, Charch- 
wardens, and Sidemen of erery Parish within the Diocese of Lincoln, in 
the first episcopal Visitation of the Right Rev. Father in God, Kobebt, 
by Dirine Proridence, LordBisbop of Lincoln; with theosth to be ad- 
ministered to the Churchwardens, and the Bishop's Admonition to them. 
London, 1662," 4to. 

XVII. Peck, in the 'Desiderata Curiusa,' Vol. IL, has inserted 
" The HISTORY and ANTIQUITIES of the CATHEDRAL 
CHURCH of the Blessed Virgin St. MARY at LINCOLN ; containing 
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Lord Bilhop of that Church, lad compared with and coirected b; Sir 
WiLLiAx Duodalk'b MS. Surrey," 

Dr. White Kennet, Bishop of Pelerborou^, had in his poasenion the 
eopies of two letters transcnbed from the originali that were in the 
hoDds of Bilhop Btulow. 1, Superscribed " For Mr. Thnmaa Bartow, 
at the librarj in Oxou," and subscribed " Your reiy loving friend and 
aertant, Robert Sandebsom," dsted " Botheby Pagnell, Sept, ag, 
1656," impoKuning Dr. Barlow, " to undertake the managing that dis- 
pute in the question of great importance upon the ancient landmarks, 
bf Dr. Jeremy Taylor ; so unhappily (and so unseasonably too) en- 
daavoured to be ranored iu the doctrioe of original sin." S. Another 
latter of Dr. Sanderson to Dr. Barlow, at Qneeu's College, dated 
" BoCheby PigneU, Sept. IT, 1657," espregaing himself, " That Dr. 
Taylor is so peremptory and pertinacious of his errors as oot to hearken 
to the s<dMr adTtoes of his grave, reverend, and learned friends, amidst 
thedistractioiksof these times," &c. 

Dr. Sanderson and Dr. Hammond were jointly concerned in a woA 
entitled "A PACIFIC DISCOURSE of GOD^ GRACE and DE- 
CREES," published by the ktler in 1660. 

It would be improper not to obgerve, that in the Preface to the Poly- 
glott Bible, printed at London in 1657, Dr. Bryan Walton has classed 
Dr. Sanderson among those of his miicb honoured friends who assisted 
bim in that noble work. 
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Buckden, Palace at, 395. 

CxsAR, Sir Julius, 132. 
Cales, The, Voyage, 9. 
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416 INDEX. 

Calvin, Joha, 345. 356. 

C«rej, Dr. Valemiue, 47. 
Cirtwright, Tfaumu, 205. 368. 
CasauboD, laaac, 1 10. 

Marie, 357. 

CutleCoD, Nicholw SandersoD, Viscoant, 348. 

Chu-ke, WilliuQ, 339. 

Cbalkhill, Jokn, Wahoo's Prebce to biB Fmni, xl. 

Cbarks L, King of England, 144. 147. 153. 222. 242. 290. 355. 

363. 
Charles U., King of EngUod, 395. 
Charles the Fifth, Emperor, 316. 
Chidkjr, ur Chndleigh, Juhn, 3H. 
CbilliDgwoTth, WillLam, 331. 

Churchman, John, 184. Mrs., 185. 

Clarke, Rev. William, 378. 

Clement Till., Pope, 121. 221, 

Cole, Dr. WiUiam, 172. 

Coppinger, Edmund, 1 92. 

Corbet, Dr. Bkhard, Bishop of Oxford, 82. 

Cotton, Charles, xxxviii. 

Cowley, Abraham, 159. 

Cowper, Sir WiUiam, 2ST. 

Cnuimer, Oeorge, IBO. 187. Letter, 244. 

William, 164. 

Creighton, Robert, 288. 
Crooho, Dr. Charles, 343. 
Cufte, Henry, 111. 
Curie, Dr. Waller, 290. 357. 

XtxirvBjtB, Earl of Danby, 266. £88. 

Davenant, Dr. John, Bishop of Salisbury, 291. 

Dering, Edward, 194. 

Dominis, H. A. de, Archbishop of Spalatro, 131. 

Donato, Leonardo, Duke of Venice, 127. 151. 

Dohne:, Db. John, xiil. xnls. xxx. xli. Birth and descent of, 5. ilia 
education and abilities, 6. Religious enquiries of, 8. Uis travels, 
10. Entertainedbf LordBllesmere, 11, ACtaclunenl and marriage 
of, 12. Discharged &om Lord Elleamem's service, 13. Impraon- 
ment of, 14. Enlargement and subsequent difficulties, IS. Dr. 
Morton's rriendsbip for bim, 19. Is solicited to take Holy Orders, 
20. 32. 34. Residence with Sir F. Wolly, and rsuonciliation with 
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INDEX. 4,17 

Sir G. More, SI. Bemav&l to Mitcham, 22. Extncts &om bis 
letters, 23. 24. 70. Removes lu Dniry House, 29. Attends Sir 
B. Di'nrj to France, 26. His Vision there, ibid. His veraee ad- 
dressed to hiswife, 29. Secular emploTmtDt solicited fbr, 31. King 
James's regard for. Hid. Answers the objections to the Oath of 
AUegisDce, 82. Takes Ordera, 36. Prepares himself for the 
Hinutrj , 37. His diffidence in preaching, ibid. Terses in praise 
of bis preaching, 38. Made King's Cbaplain, and D.D. at Cam- 
bridge, character of his sermons, 39. Death of his Wife, 41 . First 
Sermon afterward, 42. Becomes Divinity Lecturer at Lioooln's 
Ina, 43. Attends tlie Barl of DoDcaster u> Bohemia, 4tl. Getnms, 
and is made Dean of St, Paal's and Vicar of St. Duasun in the 
West, 47. Under the King;'a diapteasure, 49. Clears himself, SO, 
His sickness, #W. His noble reliisal of Church property, 31. Hia 
reoovery, and last illness, 53. 77. Character of, and of his Poetry, 
S4. Hymna by, 54. 61. His seats of the Anchor and Christ, 59. 
878. xK. Venes sent with, to G. Herbert, 60. Keply to ditto, 60, 
Method of composing his Sermons, &c. 62. Treatise of fiaCAanafoi, 
63. Makes bis Will, ibid. His charities, 67. Filial afiection of, 
68. Extracts from bis prirate acixinnu, 68-9. His last Lent 
Sermon, 71. Joy at his recent life, and at death, 73. Attempt of 
Dr. FoJt to cure him, 74. Mortuary Monameot of him execnted, 
75. His Epitaph, 76. Portraits of him, 76. His happy death and 
borial, 79. Honours paid to hia tomb, SO, Priiate subscription 
sent for his Monument, 80. His features, eult^y, and oharacter, 
80-1. His Letter lo Sir H. Wotton, 119, Poetical Epitaphs cm, 
82-8. Liat of his Works, 89-91. His Verses and Letters to lad; 
Herbert, 268-9. 

Donet, Edward and Richard Sackviile, Earls of, 4S. 

Dort, Synod of, 64. 

Drake, Sir Stands, 167. 

Drayton Beanchamp, Church and I^rsonage, 187. 

Dniry, Sir Robert, 2S. 

DoDcon, Rev. Edmund, 311, 

Duport, Dr. James, 276. 

Duppa, Dr. Bryan, Bishop of Salisbury, 58. 



Eabld, Dr. John, Bishop of Salisbury, 223. 
Elizabeth, Queen of England, 113. Ufi. 190, 199. 2 

, Queen of Bohemia, 44. 129, 130. 131. 

Ellesmere, Thomas Lord, 10. 344. 

E G 
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418 INDEX. 

Fahub, Nicholu, MS. 311. &o. 

Fell, Dr. SnmQel, 367. 

Ferdinknd de Medicis, Daks at Florence, 1 14, 

FUletto, Edowdo, ISl. 

Field, Dr, KchKrd, lii. 

Fbod, lUchal, WftUon's fint wife, xzix. xxx. 

Fez, Dr., 74. 80. 

FulgeDtio, M., 65. 

FalmMi, Hr., sxxvUl S38. 

Fnlston Church, Wilts, 311. 

Gardikbk, Dr., 3t7. 

G&utker, Bev. Thomas, 43. 

Oaaden, Dr. John, I. 

Q«ntiliB, Albericus, 103. 

*' Oeoi^," the Crown Jewel, cconmitted to Walton's ewe, uuiiu 

Goodier, Sir Henry, ST. 

Gresham, Sir ThomM, ixni, 

Gretzerua, the Jesuit, 224. 

Grinds], Bdmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, 198. 

Gnarini, Battista, 102. 

Gunning, Dr. Peter, Bishop of EI7, 393. 

HlCEBT, William, 1S3. 

Hales, John, of Eton, xxx. xxzTii. 156. 

Hall, Br. Joseph, Bishop of Norwich, 58. 

HaMillOD, Marqnis of, aSO. 

Bammond. Dr. Henrj, 356. 374. 

Harding, Dr. Thomas, 177. 

HajrrinpoD, Thomas, Esq., 349. 

Harrison, John, 150. 

" Harrow," the, a house atijoirany Walton's, in Fleet Street. zxruL 

Haranett, Dr. Samuel, Bishop of Chichetter, 39. 

Hart, JobD, 17B. 

Hawkins, Sir John, his Life of Walton, zzvii. 

, Dr., Waiton'a son-in-Ittw, ili. xlil 

Hay, James, Earl of Doncaster, 44. 

Henchman, Dr. Humphrey, Bishop of London, 297. 

Hbbbkst, Gbosoe, xxzTiL 59. Introduction to Us Idfe, 359. life 
of, 261. His birth and family seat, t6tif. Family of, 362, His 
edncation, — entered of Cambridge. 265. Aoooont of hit mother, 
866. Uniiertity, oharacter and titles at, 872. His condnot as 
Orator, 273. Replies to Melriu's Satires, 274. Tersea on Dr. 
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INDEX. 419 

Donne's SmJ, — bis hopes of Court prefennent, 378. His heiCth 
impured bj itady, — bis Tsraes on affliction', S79. Death of his 
Coon Mends, 380, Det«TniDe» to takeOrderB,381. Made Deacon, 
— lepaira (he Church of layton Ecclesia, 2BS. His Letter t« hia 
mother in her sickness, 2S4. Hia own illnesa, 3B7. His resigna- 
tion, recoTeiy, and bis person described,— courtship and marriage 
of, S8B. Beoeives the Rectorj of Bemerton, — hesitates at taking 
Orders, — convinced by Bishop I«ud, and is ordainijd, 291. Holiness 
of bis lif%, — his induc^n, — his delist in the title of Priest, 394. 
Address to his wife thereon, 295. Bepatra the Church and Parson- 
age,— instances of his bumiLtj and goodness, 296. His Christian 
condnot, 397. His Comttiy Parson, 296. Uis Sermons, 299. Ex- 
plains Uie Services of the Church in his Sermons, ^nd. His love 
for Music, 306. Anecdotes of, ibid. Is seized with a consmnption. 
alO. Mr. Dnncon's visits to, 311. His acqutuutance with Niclialas 
Farrer, 312. Little Gidding, — the Arminian Nunnery at; 313. 
SacTtd Potmt, sent to Fairer, 313. Their publication, 319. His 
reflections on dying, ibid. Hymn by, 320, Dying conduct of, 32 1 . 
His letter to Nicholas Farrer, 32S. List of bis Works, 327. 

^rbert. Lady Magdalen, 57. 266, &c. 

. of Cherbury, Lord, 263. 

I I , Mrs., wife of George Herbert, 323. 

, Sir Thomas, 364. 

HooKBB, RiCHABD, xxxtL Introduction to the Life of, 164. His 
birth, and character of his childhood, 167. Schoolmaster's adyice, 
168. Soccess of his intercession with J. Hooker, 169. Is pstro- 
nised and sent to Oidbrd bj ditto, and Bishop Jewel, 170. His 
dangerous illncM, ITS. Filial aCTection of, 173. Bis visit to Bishop 
Jewel, t^. Is made Tutor to Fdwin Sandys, 175. Hia learning 
and piety at Oxford, 175.6, Is admitted on the College Fonnilation, 
177. Oradoates there, and becomes Fellow, 178-9. His contempo- 
raries and pujuls, 179. His subseqnent conrse of atudy, 181. Be- 
comes Hebrew Lecturer, 182. Is expelled his College, ibid, Re- 
admitted, takes Orders, and is appointed lo preach at St. Paul's, 
183. His Journey to London, and Sermon, 184-S. Unhappy mar- 
ril^ of, 186. BJs residence at Drayton Beauchamp, 187. Visited 
by his pupils, 188. Becommended to be Master of the Temple, 169. 
Beceives the office, ibid. His religions disputes with Tntrers, 207. 
His defence of his doctrine of Faith, 211. And Justification, 213. 
Sia charitable belief oonceniing Papists, iUd. His mildness in 
argument, 219. His controversial writings published, and his 
EcektiailiaU Politi/ (xnunenced, 216. Dr. Spencer's enluginm on, 
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ai7. !■ {ovuDlad ti) the BaeUny of Buacum, SIS. PaUJaatiiM ol 
hisAntfniirbooksof F(dity,ai»}of theGMiB(Mk>sao. Btmam 
the Bectory of Biihc^a Banrne, and hii hol7 life there, IM. ail. 
SB8. Pre&ce to bis books of Church Fi^tj, 117. 330. Botogiw 
OD them, S33. BU b-iendship with Dr. Sanm, 934. Hit jrtui- 
ing, 318. Compiracy igaiDstiasO. Coadoct in his aidaun, 3U. 
His dwth, S34-S. Epitaph on, S37. Appendix to hii Lift, £38. 
His will ud fiunily, ^38-9. Authnitioitj of the last three booki of 
Fiilitf considered, 139-43. Uii remaining writing* deMni;ed,iM 
O. Cnnmef's Letter to, 344. Idst of hU Works, 854. 

tiottoD, SampiOD, Parish-Clerk of Bidiop's Boarne, S3T. 

Howlaitd, Dr. Richard, Bishop of Peierboroogh, 107- . 

JiCKBOH, Dr. ^niomaa, 177. 

James I., King of Enghud. 31 -3S. 39. 44. 47. 49. 1 16, &c, laC. HI. 

243. 374. 380. 34S. 
Jewel, John, Bishop of Saiisbniy, 170, 175. 
Ireland, Hr., 365. 
Iriing, Waahington, zxxji. 
Juxon, Dr. William, Archbishop of Canterbnry, 364. 

Kbm, Aniw, Walton's second wife, xxxiL xxxti. 

Kent, Henry Orej, Earl of, 49. 

Kilbie, Dr, Bichard, 339. 

Killigrew, Sir Henry, ISO. 

King, Dr. Henry, Bishop of Chichester, SO, 75. 83. 

, Dr. John, Bishop of London, 36. 348. 

Kingsmill, Hebrew Lecturer, IBS. 
Knolles, Sir Fraods, 1S2. 

LuE, Dr. Arthur, Bishop of Bath aod Wells, SOB. 

Lambarde, William, 98. 

Land, William, Archbishop of Canterbory, 291, 3S5,37T. 

Lsjton Eocleais, Church of, 361, 383. 

Leicester, Robert Dudley, Earl of, 193, 309. 

Lothesley, or Loseley Hall, 5. 13. 

Mabtih, Gregory, 345. 

Martin Marprelate, 308. 

Matthew, Dr. Tcdiias, Bishop of ToH^ 350. 

Melville, or Melvin, Andrew. 374. 333. 

Mirandala, J. Picos, 6. 

Montague, Dr. James, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 31. 
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Montgomery C«scle, S61. 
More, Sir George, 11. 16. 47. 
, Sif Thomas, 5. 

Morlej, Dr. George, Bishop of Wineherter, xxx 
Horton, Sir Albert, 118. 141. 

, Dr. TbomaB, Bishop of Durbom, IT. 

MoijBon, Ff nes, ISO. 
Mountfort, Dr. John, BO. 
Moun^y, Lord, 160. 
liamj, Thomaa, 133. 

Nabhb, Thomas, 108. 

HauMon, Sir Robert, S7S. 

NeUe, Dr. Richard, 3GB. 

NeUon, Anne, wife of Or. Saudetaon, 331. 

Nethenole, Sir E^ncia, 273. 

Neril, Dr. Thomas, 26S. 

Ntcolai, air Harris, lite of Walton, ixt. 

KorthumbeTland, Heniy Parcj-, Eari of, 13. 

OirBr, Bav. BarnabM, 398. 

Paob, Bev. Samuel, Kxvi. 

Paine, Dr., 367. 

faolo, Fadro, 65. 1S3. 

Parry, Dr. Richard, Bishc^ of St. Asaph, 37B. 

Paul v.. Pope. IS!. 

Pearson, Dr. John, Bishop of Cheater, 39). 

Pembroke, William Herbert, Earl of, 34G. 

Peridos, Rev. William, 139. 

Pey, Nicholas, 134. 141. 150. 

Pliillips, Pabian, 242. 

Pierce, Dr. Thomas, 358. 375, 405. 

Pole, Cardinal Reginald, 177. 

Prideans, Dr. John, 34.^. 

Pradeatios, demena Aorehos, 62. 

Pullin, Rev. John, 401. 

Qiniiq(rABTiC[ii.Ui C<HitroTeTay, 374. 
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1. Dnke of, 280. 
Botkerbam, llomBa, Archbialiop of York, 335-6. 
Budde, Dr. AntboD j. Dean of Gtooceater, 9. 

Sunt Pun/a Cross, 183, 

Bancroft, Dr. WilliBm, Archbishop of Cuiterbnr;, 394. 

S*NDBB30ir, Dr. Bobbxt, Bisbop of Lmoobi, xzxvi. xxxviii. Hooker's 
HS., 243. lite of, 329. DediottKn, 331. Piebce, 333. Birth 
of, 335. Family of, &c., 336. Hia education, 33B. His degrees, 
&c. at Oxford, 340-6. Hii acqiuuiilaDce witb Dr. Sheldon, 347. 
BesigoB his Fellowsbip, 390, and manriet, 351. Inattmces of liii 
piety and charity, 353. Bzoellence of bis Sermons, 355. His 
ConTocation employmenta and Answers to CalTin, S5S. la made 
D.D., 397. Employed to reform the Prayer Book, 359. Called to 
the ABsembly of DiTines; made Prof^Mor of Diiinity; excellence 
of bia Lectnres, 3G0. Attends the King in tbe Isle of Wight, 363. 
Forced to quit bis Collie, 365. Persecuted at Boothby ^nnell, 
371. I^yer used by, in ^t«ring the Litnrgy, 373, His siagular 
memory, 378. 386. His debate in the Qoiiiquarcicular Controversy, 
374. Preboe to his Sermons referred to, 37B. Made Frisooer by 
tbe Parliament, iMi. Cases of Conscienoe written by, 380. Walton's 
interriew witb, 383. Character of big person and manners, 386. 
Mr. Boyle's &iendghip to, 388. Beconunended to a Bishopric, 390. 
Made Bishop of Lincoln, Aid. His condoct as sucb, 396. His 
principal studies, Aid. Extracts from bis Will, 397. Conduct of* 
in his last sickness, 403. List of bis Works, 413. 

Sandysj Dr. Edwin, Archbishop of York, 174. 

, Sir Edwin, 176. 179. 187. 231. 

Saram, Dr. Adrian, 224. 234. 

Savile, Sir Heury, 179. 

Scioppins, Jasper, 126. 

Sheldon, Dr. Gilbert, Archbishop of Canterbury, 337. 347. 

Shrewsbory, Qilbert, Barl of, 337. 

Somerset, Kobert Carr, Earl of, 32. 

Spencer, Dr. John, 165. 179. 340. 

Staplelon, Dr. Thomas, 231. 

Stuart, Arabella, 279. 

Thbobiuw, Palace at, 33. 
Thomdyke, Bev. Herbert, 279. 
ThrogmortoD, Sir Nicholas, 152. 
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Tnven Rbt. Wtater, 185. 907. 
TwioB, Dr., WT. 

Valdbmo, SigoOT Joim, 317. 
Velsenu, Harem, ISB. 
VietiA, S[gDor John, 113. 114. 

Ubbes, Dr. James, ArcbbUhop of Armagh, 169. 

Wjldsworth, ReT. Junes, 143. 
Wall, Dr., 367. 

Walton, Izaak, life of, xi. Inqniry as to the cause of his popularitj, 
xii. His frienik, ^id. Eindlinew of his naCnre, xir. Koowledge 
of mnric, Hid. His ides of frieodahip, zt. Not violent in politics, 
xri. His respect (or higli talents, xvli. His education, xriii. His 
]ove of angling, xix. Characteristics of the ." Angler," xx. His 
religious feeling, xiL Not fanatical, zzii. Purity of his mind, 
xxiv. Politidtlstaleoftbecountr; iohis time, (Md. t:BC(safhi» 
life, xXT. Hia birth and family, ibid. ArrJTes in London, xxTii. 
His houiie in Fleet Street, xxviii. Friendship with Dr. Donne, xxix. 
, His marriage, iiid. Death of his friends, of his children, and wife, 

XXX. Publishes the Life of Donne, ibid. Resides in Clerkenirell, 
^ xKxi. His aeoond marria^, xzxii. Publishes the Life of Wotton, 

, ibid. Entrusted with one of the Rojal Jewels, xxxiii. Publishes 

, (hfl " Angler," Snd, Its popularity, xxxiv. Causes thereof, xixt. 

, Loses hia second wife, xixvi. Palilishes the life of Hooker, ibid. 

Of Herbert, xxxTii. Hia frieodship with Cotton, xxxviii. Publishes 
; the Life of Sanderson, also a pamphlet entitled Lore and Truth, 

ibid. His Preface to Chalkhill'a Poem, published in his 90lh year 
xxxix. Makes bis wiU, xl. Hia death, xli. His fsmity, zlii. 
Fac-simile of his writing, xliii. 
Ward, Bishop of Salisbury, xxxvii. 
Watson, William, 114. 
Westphitling, Dr., 173. 
White, Dr. Thomas, ^S. 

Whilgift, John, Archbishop of Canterbury, i97. 839. 944- 
Williams, Dr. John, Archbishop of York, 283. 359. 
WoHy, Sir Francis, 16. 
Woodnot, Mr. Arthur, 983. S98. 

Wotton, Sir Hhitrt, xiii. xxx. xxxii. Birth-place of, 95. His fhmily, 
96.101. His Lectures at Oxfbrd, 103. Hia &iendriiip with Ih*. 
Donne, 109. His Iravela, 110. Becomes Secretory to the Barlof 
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Euex, ]ll,bat goes Abroad at the comineiiceiiicnt of hUr«bellioD, 
112. His reudeoM in Italy, 113. Sent on a secret Embaiay to 
Scotlanil, IIS. Betunu to Florence, 116. His reception fa; King 
James I., 117. Sent^nbausdcn- to Teniee, IIB. Correaponds 
between tlte IU)mBfulSd the King, 124. Sentence in an Alfamn, 
129. Loses, and lecoTers tbe King's faTour, 126. His intereat 
with the Dukea of Venice, 197. Pn«oneralibented b;, 128. Sent 
Amfaauador to Qerman;, 129-132. Made FroToet of Mod, 134. 
His conduct there, 135-7. His liberal sentilnenta in religion, 137-40. 
Adrice of, to an Ambassador, 140. Hts boitow for Sir A. Morton^ 
tind. His Teraes to his memorj, 141. HJB reconinendator; letter 
of Mr. Bedel, 144. HisproposedHiatories, I4G. His Monument, 
149. ExtrwMa fWm hia Will, 147. 191. Last liait to Winchester 
Collie, 1S9. Hia declining health, 157. His decease, 158. Cow- 
le^a Elegy oa, 159. List of his Works, 161. His characler of 
AroUnsbop Whitgift, 197. 

I , the Very Ber. Nicholas, Dean of Canterbury and York, 99. 1(M. 

Wren, Dr. Matthew, Biabop of Elj, 357 

Wjatt, Sir Thomas, 106. 

ZoDCB, Dr. Btchard (civil lawyer), 361-3. 

Zouch, Dr. Thomas (biographer of Walton), xxr. xxzix. 
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